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commentary

from other pens...

‘Tobacco money
new political football

TheGarden City Telegram on tobacco settlement:

Lawmakersareturningthewindfall fromthenational tobacco settle-
mentintoapolitical football, and misdirectingthefundsaway fromtheir
intended purpose...

The first $20.3 million went to the state’s general fund. Gov. Bill
Gravessaiditwastorepay thefundfor financing children’sprograms...

The governor’s budget calls for some of the money to be used for
early-childhood education...

Graves...said heisbefuddled by aproposal by House Speaker Kent
Glasscock to alocate nearly $30 million in tobacco fundsfor elemen-
tary education programs. After al, hesaid, the Children’sCabinet was
createdwhenlegidativel eaderssaiditscreationwasnecessary for them
to remain committed to the governor’stransportation plan.

Secondly, he said, the diversion of funds to Glasscock’s proposal,
aimed at kindergarten through fourth-grade students, bucks the
governor’s own education plan.

Graveswasclearly irritated at the proposal .

Kansans too should be irritated. Not because the plan bucks the
governor’seducationproposal. Theirritating partisthat lawmakersare
misusing tobacco settlement funds.

It'shypocritical todivert settlement fundsaway from preventionand
health-treatment programs, especialy giventheblistering rhetoric at-
torneys general lobbed at the tobacco industry in arguing for a settle-
ment.

TheTopeka Capital-Jour nal on small town life;

AsNorman Rockwell’ spaintingssit on thewallsof the KansasMu-
seum of History, the source of many of hissubjects— small town life
inAmerica— risksbeing relegated to history aswell...

Thisisnothing new. Rural areashavebeen|osing popul ationfor about
acentury. But the 2000 censusisanother reminder. And it’scoming to
a head in many communities, such asin Morland, which will seeits
high school closein acouple months.

What aterrible shame. Like the Rockwellsit inspired, small town
lifein Americaisamong the best on Earth. Where el se does everyone
know everyone?Whereel sedoesakid have 250 parentswatching over
him or her?Whereelsecanamarginal athletebeaschool |etterman—
or even astar? Where else are youth still brought up to respect their
elders?

Of course, small towns don’t have the market cornered on all this.
They just hold the patent.

But what’sto hold onto once the schools close and the young ones
moveon?

Maybethisisjust aconsolidation. Ascitiesgrow ever morecongested
inthecoming years, moreand more peoplewill most likely turntothe
country for space, for peace— and for anew sense of community and
connectedness.

Consolidation issuch an antiseptic word. But it stings. And it opens
up wounds and wipesaway wholehistories, generations of family tra-
dition— asense of identity.

Our children need to know what anincrediblelifethey might some-
day bemissing.
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Today’s teens face increased pressure

| don’'t know about you, but I'mglad I’'m not a
teenager today. (* Though thirty would be nice!”
TV commercial)

Theteenyearsareaninfluential, precioustime
in everyone's life, but today most teens are too
busy, and thustoo tired, to enjoy them.

My teenyearswerecarefreeand wonderful; that
iscertainly nottrueof today’steens. Thereispres-
sure beyond belief in their world. What ashame!
Too many activities; too many late nights; not
enough sleep.

Virtueseemsto bein short supply and istoo of -
tenridiculed by peers. Itisunbelievably sadtome
that stress has replaced happy-go-lucky, worldli-
ness has replaced innocence, information hasre-
placed inexperience and bad manners are ex-
ceeded by disrespect. What adisservicewe have
doneto our young people by allowing these atti-
tudesto becomethe norm.

Many youth aretorn between theworld of their
peersand theguidance of their parents. Somehow
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they survive, sometimes with grace and great in-
sight. But my heart isstill sad for their feelings of
conflict, thepull of inconsistency, and the clash of
cultural values.

Being of adifferent generation, itisdifficult for
meto offer much advicethat will beheeded. How-
ever, I've never been one to escape from many
“foot-in-mouth” situations, so | will risk again.
Herearesomequotesthat | think might helpat | east
theparentsof our hectic, pull ed-every-way youth:

1) “Remember when growing up meant getting
al your questions answered instead of getting all
of youranswersquestioned?’  2) “Thehighchair,

not the electric chair, is the place where crimeiis
prevented.” 3) “Teenagerswere put on earth to
keep adults from wasting time on the telephone.”
4) Mothertosmall daughter: “ All right, 1’1l tell you
about sex...itleadstohousework.” ChonDayinThe
SignasquotedinReader’sDigest. 5) “ Youareonly
young once, but you can stay immature indefi-
nitely.” 6) Teenager tofather hiddenbehind news-
paper: “I know you'relistening. Your knuckles
arewhite!” Lansky, Chicago tribune-NewYork
News Syndicate, quoted in Reader’sDigest.

A fewwordsof encouragement for theteenreader
areimportant. Here are somethoughtsfrom an un-
known author: “God is crazy about you. If God
had arefrigerator, your picturewouldbeonit. If he
had awallet, your photo would beinit. God sends
youflowersevery springandasunriseevery morn-
ing. Whenever you want to talk, God will listen.
God can live anywhere in the universe, and He
choseyour heart.” Try tofind afew quiet minutes
every day tolisten for thelove God hasfor you!!!!

Bush budget trims research to give tax cuts

President Bush is keeping his promise to help
doublethefederal government’ smedical research
budget, but he's facing criticism for low-balling
other research vital to U.S. productivity.

Democrats, scientists, corporate groups— and
former Speaker Newt Gingrich, R-Ga. — have
protested net cuts after inflation in the budgets of
the National Science Foundation, NASA and en-
ergy research.

Testifying before the House Armed Services
Committee last month, Gingrich said it isimpor-
tantfor our national security that Congressincrease
Bush’s science budget request.

Gingrichrepresented ablue-ribboncommission
on national security headed by former Sens. War-
ren Rudman, R-N.H., and Gary Hart, D-Colo.,
which concluded that, next to terrorist attacks
within our borders, flagging science investment
and scienceeducationarethegreatest foreseeable
threatsto the United States.

Inaninterview earlier, Gingrichtold methat the
budget for the NSF, which supports non-medical
university research and trains scientists, “ should
be $11 billion,” not the $4.5 billion that Bush re-
guested. The president’s mere $56 million boost
for NSFwas*“atragic mistake,” hesaid.

Bush’sbudget callsfor al3-percentincreasefor
the National Institutes of Health, but only a2.5-
percent increase for other civilian science, space
and technology programs — acut after inflation
istakeninto account.

The Defense Science Board also has protested
that defenseresearch other than missiledefenseis
not receiving adequate funding.

Gingrichand other criticsargued that failureto
support basic scientific research will stifle inno-
vationand productivity that fuel economicgrowth.

Specificareasneeding funds, they said, include
development of “post-silicon” computer chips,
climate change and alternative energy sources,
suchasfusion, earthquakedetectionand advanced
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Bush met with agroup of high-tech executives
last week and extolled their past performance.
“This administration has great confidence in the
future of the high-technology industry,” he said,
despite recent dropsin technol ogy stocks.

“You' vechanged theway wework and commu-
nicate, and you' vechangedtheway welearn,” he
said. “ You' ve donefor American economic lead-
ershipinthe21st century what heavy industry did
inthe 20th century.

“You' vedonesomuchfor your country, it’stime
for your country to do something for you,” he
added. In other words, cut their incometaxesand
extend the tax credit for corporate research-and-
devel opment expenses.

However, Bush’s critics, particularly Demo-
crats, say histax cuts are actually crowding out
investmentsinresearch and endangeringthelong-
term growth of the economy.

Democrats on the House Budget Committee
proposed scientific spending 50 percent higher
thanthat approved by House Republicansfollow-
ing Bush’srequest.

In an interview, Bush budget director Mitch
Daniels said, “We did what we felt we could af-
ford” in sciencefunding.

Daniels added that “we'll listen” if Congress
wantsto find more money for science by cutting
other programsto stay within spending limits.

Heacknowledgedthat theproposedincreasefor
NSFis“very small,” but said the agency had re-
ceived 7 percent moreinfunding last year. More-
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over, he noted that some energy research amounts
to subsidiesfor corporations, which should bein-
vesting morethemselves.

TheBushbudget containsa$2.8billionincrease
for the National Institutes of Health. Daniels said
Bushplansa$4.1billionincreasenext year tocom-
plete the task of doubling NIH’s budget over five
years.

Afterthat, hesaid, it may be" appropriate” toshift
fundstoother scientificresearch. Butcritics, includ-
ing the former head of NIH, Nobel Prize winner
Harold Varmus, arguethat medical researchisbe-
ing held back by underfunding in other areas, such
asimaging and computing. Gingrich said, for in-
stance, that it’stheoretically possiblefor surgeons
to use images and computers to perform “virtual
surgery” on patients as practice for actual opera-
tions, thereby limiting mistakes.

Thecritics strongest case, however, iseconomic.
A group of industry executivesand scientificorga-
nizations headed by the National Association of
Manufacturerswrote Bushin February that *if we
cut federal investmentin sciencetoday, itwill beat
thecost of lower productivity increasestomorrow.”

Groups protesting Bush's budget often quote
Alan Bromley, hisfather’s White House science
adviser, who declared inaNew York Times op-ed
pieceinearly Marchthat “the proposed cutsin sci-
entific research are aself-defeating policy” for an
administrationthat wantsto encouragegrowthand
budget surpluses.

“No science, no surplus. It’s that simple,”
Bromley concluded.

Morton Kondracke is executive editor of Roll
Call, the newspaper of Capitol Hill.
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