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at noon

Today
* Sunset, 7:17 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 6:18 a.m.
* Sunset, 7:18 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 52 degrees
+ Humidity 37 percent
« Sky sunny
+ Winds southeast 13 mph
* Barometer 29.92 inches

and falling

* Record High 90° (1930)
* Record Low 8° (1989)

Last 24 Hours*

High 70°
Low 40°
Precipitation none

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: Becoming cloudy, low 40,
southeast wind 10-20 mph. Tomor-
row: Partly cloudy, 30 percent
chance of thunderstorms during the
day and 70 percent chance later on,
high 70-75, low 35-40, southeast
wind 10-20 mph.

Extended Forecast
Wednesday: chance of thunder-
storms, high 60. Thursday: dry, high
55-65, low 30s. Friday: dry, high 60s,
low 25-35.
(National Weather Service)

Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $2.69 bushel
Posted county price — $2.62
Loan deficiency payment — 0¢
Corn — $1.95 bushel
Posted county price — $1.83
Loan deficiency payment — 16¢
Milo — $3.13 hundredweight
Soybeans — $3.86 bushel
Posted county price — $3.70
Loan deficiency payment — $1.20
Millet — $6.00 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $6.70 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — $3.00
Confection current — $15/$7 cwt.
Pinto beans — $14 (new crop)
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

Late news ;’
from the
Associated

Press

1p.m.

Bush’s budget
$1.96 trillion

WASHINGTON — President
Bush sent Congresstoday thefull
detailsof his$1.96trillionbudget,
promisingtorestrainwhat hecon-
siders the excessive growth of
government spending by trim-
ming a multitude of government
programs, from energy conserva-
tionto puttingpoliceonthestreets.

Thenearly 5-inch-thick stack of
blue budget books, which fleshes
out the broad budget outline the
president released in February,
seeks to put the new adminis-
tration’sstamponthefederal gov-
ernment by rolling back many ini-
tiatives promoted by the Clinton
administration.

All of the cuts make room for
Bush’'ssignature proposal, a$1.6
trillion, 10-year tax cut, whilealso
using aprojected $5.6trillion sur-
plus over the next decade to pay
down arecord amount of the na-
tional debt.
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A third of wheat crop In bad shape

By Janet Craft

sunflowers, inthosefields.

The Goodland Daily News

Expertssay there'salot of variationfromfield
to field in the Sherman County wheat crop, de-
pending mostly onwhenit wasplanted last fall,
but from 10to 30 percent of thefieldsmay betoo

poor to harvest.

Roger Stockton, K -State Research and Exten-
sioncropsandsoilsspeciaistin Colby, said some
wheat fieldslook good, but up to athird of the
crop may belost. He said he expectsthat insur-
ance adjusters will be in and farmers will be
planting a summer crop, such as corn, milo or

Stockton said the stand of wheat in the worst
fieldsisthinandit’sjust not goingto pay farmers
toharvestit. Whenhehaswalkedoutinfieldsand
counted plantsper squareacre, hesaid, somedon’t
have enough plantsto make harvest worthwhile.

A lot of wheat was just barely above ground
whenwinter dormancy hit, Stocktonsaid. Hesaid
therewasalittlebit of winter kill, butit wasnot a
large factor in poor wheat stands here.

Stockton said all the wheat has broken dor-
mancy, indicated when the plant greens up.

“(That) tells us that we have new growth,” he

said, adding that thewheat istwo to three weeks
latein devel opment. plants.

“That can change quickly if wehaveanumber
of 70-degree days,” hesaid.

He said the wheat has been running behind
schedule because the late winter weather we've
had, with spring temperatures bel ow normal.

“1f weget someseasonal temperatures,” hesaid,
“it can catch up in ashort amount of time.”

The National Weather Service office reported
that Goodland received .26 inches of rain from
thunderstormson Friday. Stocktonsaidthemois-
ture would help the wheat crop unless the water
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afternoon after a strong gust pushed his semi tractor-trailer off I-70. The

Accidents land people In ditch, hospital

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

Accidentsthisweekend | eft aColo-
radotrucker intheditchwith abeat-up
truck and sent a59-year-old Goodland
woman and 6-year-old Burlingtongirl
to the hospital with minor injuries.

A driver from Brighton, Colo., said
a strong gust from a thunderstorm
pushed hissemi-trailer rig off |- 70 Fri-
day, causing himtolose control of the
truck, whichlandedonitsleftsideinthe
north ditch.

Highway Patrol Lt. Kevin Winston

said atrooper reported that the driver,
Frank Ponikver, who worksfor Houg
Enterprises, was headed west at 3:05
p.m. about 10 mileswest of Goodland.
Therig tipped over while he was try-
ing to get control.

Ponikver wasn't hurt and stood in
front of hissemi after theaccident talk-
ing on a cellular phone while papers
swirledinthewindandflapped against
abarbwirefence. Thetrooper saidtow
truck driversused air bagsto push the
semi back ontoitswheelsand towed it

away.

Frank Ponikvar, a truck driver from Brighton, made phone calls Friday driver wasn’t hurt, but the semi had to be towed away.

Photo by Rachel Miscall/The Goodland Daily News

Brooke Taber, ameteorol ogist with
theNational Weather Servicein Good-
land, said thunderstormsin Colorado
and K ansason Friday brought windsup
to 58 mph to Sherman County. The
storms, dropping hail up to golf-ball
size, did some damage in Thomas
County but moved around Goodland.

Westher playedlittlepartinatwo-car
accident near the west 1-70 Goodland
exit on Sunday that sent passengersin
both cars to the Goodland Regional
Medical Center.

Trooper RichHagemanreported that

Nation’s officials
growing impatient

By Will Lester
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP)— President
Bushsaidtoday that “ diplomacy takes
time,” but cautioned Chinathat rela-
tionswith the United Stateswill suf-
fer unlessthe 24 crew members of a
U.S. spy plane arereleased soon.

“Every day that goes by increases
the potential that our relations with
Chinawill be damaged,” Bush told
reportersduringaCabinet meetingto
discuss hisbudget proposal .

Asthestandoff draggedintoitssec-
ond agonizing week, Bush repeated
themessagedelivered by hisnational
security team on Sunday interview
shows.

Secretary of State Colin Powell,
Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld
and national security adviser
CondoleezzaRiceattended the Cabi-
net meeting as Bush was asked twice
what he could do to end the show-
down.

“All of usalong this table under-
stand that diplomacy takes time but
thereisapoint, the longer this goes,
thereisapoint at which our relations
with Chinabecome damaged,” Bush
said. Herepeated theline later: “Ev-
ery day that goesby increasesthe po-
tential that our relations with China
will be damaged.

““We' reworkingbehindthescenes.

Bush says relations will suffer

Standoff U.S.-China
Navy pilot Jeff Vignery
and 23 crew detained

O days

WEe' vegot every diplomatic channel
open. We'rein discussionswith the
Chinese,” Bushsaid. “Nowit'stime
for our troopsto come home so our
relationswill not be damaged.”

Bush had just concluded atele-
phone call with Brig. Gen. Neal
Sealock, the military attache at the
U.S. Embassy in Beijing, who met
withall 24 crew membersfor 40min-
utestoday.

“Their spirits are very high and
that isgood news,” Bush reported.

Spokesman Ari Fleischer quoted
Sealock astelling Bush: “ Their unit
integrity is second to none. Their
spiritsare ashigh as |’ ve ever seen
them.”

The remarks by Bush and his ad-
visers signal a growing impatience
with Chinain the ninth day of the
standoff. Some U.S. officials had
expected the administration and
China to come to terms over the
weekend.

TheAmericanshavebeenheldby
the Chinesesincetheir crippled EP-
3Esurveillanceplanemadeanemer-
gency landing on Hainan island in

southern ChinaApril 1after colliding
with a Chinese fighter jet. The Chi-
nesepilotismissing.

Bushsentaletter tothepilot' swife,
Ruan Guogin. Her publicanguishhas
fuel edtensionsbetweenthetwo coun-
triesas she accused Bush and hisad-
mini stration of being “too cowardly”
to apologize for the loss of her hus-
band.

Bush and other top U.S. officials
tried on Sunday to balancetheir sym-
pathy for her withtoughremindersto
Chinese officiasthat the standoff is
damaging relations between the two
countries.

“1 don’t want to put atimetable on
it; every day that goesby without hav-
ing it resolved raises the risks to the
long-term relationship,” Vice Presi-
dent Dick Cheney said on NBC's
“Meet the Press.”

Adminigtrationofficialswerecare-
ful toavoid spelling out specific con-
seguencesof further delay insending
the24 Americanshome, but repercus-
sions in Congress were possible.
Lawmakers cited a possible trade
fight later thisyear.

Everette Nothdurft, 71, and Bettie
Stethem, 59, both of Goodland, were
southboundonK-27ina1996 General
Motors van, when a Scott City man
headed east turned| eft off theexit ramp
acrossthevan'slaneat 1:26 p.m.

The van hit the back of Darian
Miller’sChevrolet Celebrity, carrying
Teri Miller, 37, Arron Laviolet, 9, and
Heather Laviolet, 6, all from Burling-
ton. The report said Heather Laviolet
and Stethemweretakentothehospital,
where officials say they were treated
and released.

was standing in fields, which would drown the

He said on average across northwest Kansas,
the good fields add up to about 10 to 20 percent
at most, with alot inthe middle. About 10to 30
percent of thefiel dswould need to betorn up anc
planted to an alternative crop.

Stockton said he was told that in southwest
Kansas, thewheat cropwasalittleworse, with e
third of thewheat acresexpected to beabandoned.
Hesaidthatincentral Kansasaround Concordia,
Beloit and Hutchinson, the wheat cropwasin
little better condition than here.

Budget
always
up, down

By John Hanna
Associated Press Writel
TOPEKA — Gov. Bill Gravesisfac-
ingabigbudget problem, agap of more
than $185million between hisandleg-
isators’ proposed spending and what

news analysis

thestateexpectstocollect over thenext
15 months.

Graves had to deal with asimilar,
albeit significantly smaller, problem
after hetook officein 1995.

His predecessor, Joan Finney, con-
fronted the samekind of crisis. Sodid
her predecessors, Mike Hayden and
John Carlin.

Stategovernment operatesinacycle
of crisis, moving from a few boom
yearstoafew bust oneswithan almost
reassuring regul arity.

Thepolitical lessonisashasic asthe
fable of the thrifty ant and the foolish
grasshopper: Goodtimescall for some
stockpiling of resources for the bac
times.

Butthat lesson keepsgettingignored
by governorsand | egid atorsbecauseof
themost basi ctraitsof humannature—
the desireto please politicaly.

“1 think we're looking for instant
gratificationwhenwereally ought tobe
saving forarainy day,” acknowledgec
Senate Minority Leader Anthony
Hensley, D-Topeka.

Thisyear’s problems stand in sharp
contrasttothesameweek inApril 1998.
Graves had proposed a $171 million
package of tax cuts— then expended
it to $252 million when estimates of

See BUDGET, Page 7

City, county officials
to meet on recycling

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Daily News

City and county commissionersplan
tomeet at 5p.m. today at thecity build-
ing withthe membersof thenewly ap-
pointed city/county recycling commit-
teeand get started on plansfor arecy-
cling system.

In March, city and county commis-
sioners decided to develop a county-
widerecyclingeffort after two hoursof
discussion about problemsinthesolid
waste system.

The county commissioners ap-
pointed a 10-person solid waste com-
mitteeon March 20 and set upthejoint
session with the city to discuss issues
withthenew groupandgivethemsome
direction from thetwo boards.

Members of the committee are Jeff
Deeds, Gary Newell, Scott Showalter,
Sandy Rogers, Fred Wedel, Tom Betz,
Richard Hawks and Dave Daniels.

Friday during a special session, the
county commissionersaccepted alow

bid of $102,432fromMiller Construc-
tionfor constructionandinstall ation of
anelevator at theGood Samaritan Cen-
ter.

Work is expected to take 130 days.
The other bid was $151,716 from
Rhoads Construction.

The elevator is to be built on the
southeast wing of the center to allow
accessto the basement.

County commissioners also ap-
proved a proclamation from Mary
Messamore, director of communica-
tionsand emergency management, des-
ignating April 8-14 asNational Public
Safety Telecommunications Week.
Messamore said the men and women
who serve as dispatchers will be hon-
ored thisweek.

Tuesday, county commissionerswill
meet at 8a.m. for their regular meeting
inthecommissioners’ roomonthefirst
floor of the courthouse, Eighth anc

See COUNTY, Page 7

Sen. Roberts to stop at bank

On an annual statewide tour, U.S.
Sen. Pat Roberts will stop at the First
National Bank in Goodland from 5 to
7 p.m. Wednesday.

Anyone who wants to meet or talk
with Sen. Roberts, whorepresentedthe
1st District of western Kansas for 16
yearsinthe House of Representatives,

iswelcomeat thereception, organi zed
by the Goodland Area Chamber of
Commerce. Thebank isat 202 E. 11th
Street.

The senator plansto visit all 105
Kansas counties this year, continuing
the annual listening tour he startec
whilehewas arepresentative.



