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at noon

Today
* Sunset, 7:18 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 6:16 a.m.
* Sunset, 7:19 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 51 degrees
+ Humidity 93 percent
* Sky cloudy
+ Winds north 14 mph
* Barometer 29.67 inches

and falling

* Record High 87° (1977)
* Record Low 4° (1989)

Last 24 Hours*
High 66°
Low 42°
Precipitation none

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: Cloudy, 80 percent
chance of rain possibly mixed with
snow, low 35, north wind 15-25 mph.
Tomorrow: Cloudy, 50 percent
chance of rain, high 45-50, low 30,
north wind 20-30 mph.

Extended Forecast
Thursday: dry, high 55-65. Friday:
dry, high 60s, low 25-35. Saturday:
dry, high 65-75, low 30s.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $2.66 bushel
Posted county price — $2.59
Loan deficiency payment — 0¢
Corn — $1.93 bushel
Posted county price — $1.84
Loan deficiency payment — 15¢
Milo — $3.09 hundredweight
Soybeans — $3.77 bushel
Posted county price — $3.75
Loan deficiency payment — $1.15
Millet — $6.00 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $6.60 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — $3.00
Confection current — $15/$7 cwt.
Pinto beans — $14 (new crop)
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

Goodland bank buys branch offices

The First National Bank of Good-
land announced Monday that it had
bought the Oberlin and Col by offices
of Commercial Federa Bank, withthe
ownership changing the latter part of
June.

“We' vebeen expandingfor thelast
15years,” saidLarry McCants, presi-
dent of the Goodland-based bank,
“and we saw this as a good opportu-
nity to expandinto Oberlinandtakea
bigger slice of the Colby market.”

He said First National, an employee-owned aggressive search for farm loans. He said the
changewill mean moreservicesandlarger |oans.
“There are $3 million in depositsinvolved in

bank withthe majority of stock held by itsoffic-
ers and staff, had been eyeing the branches for

Larry McCants

sometime, but didn’t have an opportu-
nity to buy until thefirst of theyear. The
expansion, McCantssaid, in no way af-
fects Goodland’s Commercial Federal
Bank office, whichisowned by anindi-
vidual, not Commercia Federal.

He said the transaction must go
through the 90-day regulatory process
before the branches can change hands.

If all goeswell, McCantssaid, by the
end of Junethe bank will offer new ser-
vices, includingfull-scaleleasingandan

those branches,” McCants said. “That will help
present funding of existing loan customers.”

In October, Commercial Federal officialsin
Omahaannounced they were looking for buyers
for several branches, including thosein Oberlin
and Colby. The units didn’'t have a competitive
market shareandweren’t growing at thepacethey
wanted. Officia ssaidthedemographics, or popu-
lationmix, weren’t good enoughtokeepthebanks
running.

With 105 yearsof banking experiencein Good-
land, First National has expanded in the last 15

changeover, M cCantssaid, adding that the com-
pany will try tokeep the same staff, especialy in
Oberlin. Hesaid thebank will try tomaintainties
to the community and will aggressively sponsor
youth and school activities.

With Oberlin’s bank changing hands several
times, McCantssaid, hewassurprised at the sta-
bility itsdeposits have shown. Heattributed that
to good management and staff.

“Onethingthat hasmaybenot beenthereinthe
past is stability with ownership, and one of the
things you will find with usis stability,” said

peratures

Jim Wedermyer, a Goodland Kiwanis member, was one of several community leaders to paint the Pio-
neer Park fund-raising thermometer during a noon dedication ceremony Monday in front of the city build-
ing. The Rev. Gene Tromble, project co-chair, and City Manager Ron Pickman summarized the project.

Donors so far have raised $380,000 of the $601,377 the city needs to completely fund the project.
Photo by Eric Yonkey/The Goodland Daily News
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Plane crash
kills Kansans

DEER, Ark. —Armed withthe
right coordinates, search crews
went directly tothewreckageof a
small plane that crashed in the
Ozark Mountains during the
weekend, killingtwo Kansans, the
pilot and apassenger.

ByronMcL aird of the Civil Air
Patrol said the four-seat, single-
engine Cessna 190 crashed Satur-
day near theHurricane Creek Wil-
dernessAreainsoutheasternNew-
ton County. Pilot Mike Huckins
and Virginia Wilson, both of
Derby, Kan., south of Wichita,
diedinthecrash.

Authorities shifted their search
for themissing planelate M onday
after learning they had inaccurate
information from the Federal
AviationAdministration,McLaird
said. Theinitial search began at
sunrise Sunday with five aircraft
from the Arkansas wing of the
Civil Air Patrol searching.

Bad budget news good
for slot machine bill

TOPEKA (AP) — The state's bad
budget newsisgood newsfor support-
ers of aproposal to legalize slot ma-
chines.

Forecasters have slashed their esti-
matesfor staterevenuecollectionsover
the next 15 months, leaving a gap of
morethan$185millionbetween spend-
ing approved by legislators and the
amount of money the state expectsto
takein.

The new revenue estimateshavere-
vivedthehopesof | egislatorswhowant
topermit d ot machinesat dogandhorse
racingtracks. They’ vetriedtosell their
plan as away to raise money for state
government.

While many opponents insist that
tough financial times won’t cause
enough lawmakersto changetheir po-
sitionsonslot machines, not all of them
aresure.

“With our crunch and our financia
situation, this may be the year it gets
passed,” said Senate Waysand Means
Chairman Steve Morris, R-Hugoton.

L essthan three weeks ago, the Sen-
atevoted 23-17 to kill aslot machines
bill,inwhat someopponentsof theleg-
islation hopedwould bethefinal word
ontheissue.

Houseleadershave consistently de-
ferred to the Senate on slot machines,
because proposals have failed there

repeatedly inthe past. A new proposal
probably would bedebated by senators
first.

Before senators debated their bill
earlierthisyear, supporterstried unsuc-
cessfully to postpone the debate until
last Friday. They wanted to wait until
after the new revenue estimates were
announced.

Supporters suspected the news
would bebad. But they and legidative
| eaders—whosescenariosanticipated
at worst a $100 million shortfall —
were surprised at how bad the new
numberswere.

“1 think we' dbefoolsnottoseriously
consider slots,” said Sen. Mark
Gilstrap, D-Kansas City, asupporter.

The bill the Senate rejected would
have permitted slot machines only at
Wichita Greyhound Park; Camptown
Greyhound Park, north of Pittsburg;
and The Woodlands in Kansas City,
which has separate dog and horse rac-
ing tracks.

Themachineswouldhavebeenover-
seen by the Kansas L ottery and would
berequiredtoreturnat |east 87 percent
of players money in prizes. The state
would get 30 percent of theremaining
revenue.

Supporters estimated the bill would
have raised $75 million ayear for the
State.

yearsto St. Francis, Sharon Springs, Quinter,
Colby and Kirk, Colo.
Customers shouldn’t be disrupted during the

McCants. “We have been under the same man-
agement for thelast 18 yearsand havealow staff
turnover.”

School enrollment
takes another dive

District may get less money next year,
but mistake may bring more this year

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

The Goodland School District'sen-
roliment dropped 13 students last
monthfor atotal of 54 thisschool year,
andif thetrend continues, it could put
abigdentintheamount of statemoney
thedistrict receivesnext year.

“That'sreally badnews,” said Super-
intendent Marvin Selby after the Good-
land School Board’ smeetingMonday.
The superintendent givesboard mem-
bers monthly enrollment updates.
Therehasbeen asignificant drop each
month, with 18 students leaving in
January.

The amount of state money Kansas
districtsreceive each year dependson
enrollment, andasignificantdrop here
could mean hundredsof thousandsless
for thedistrict.

Selby did have some good newsfor
theboard. Hesaid thedistrict standsto
receive $32,000 more from the state
this year because of an enrollment
count mistakeonvocational studentsat
the high school.

The enrollment report the superin-
tendent passed out at theregul ar meet-
ing showed the district had 1,168 stu-
dentson Sept. 20, when the state takes
itsannual school count, and 1,114 stu-
dentson March 24.

The state uses the Sept. 20 count to
calculate how much money each dis-
trict receives, giving acertain amount
per student. Districts can get more
money for studentswith special needs
or thosewho fitin acertain category.

Selby saidthedistrict receivesmore
money for studentsinthehighschool’s
vocational education program, but the
amount depends on how much time
each one spendsin those classes.

On count day, the superintendent
said, thedistrict thought itsvocational
education studentsspent an average of
42 minutesper day inthe program, but
realized later that it was more like 43
1/2 minutes. Selby said astate auditor,
whoreviewsdistricts' enrollment num-
berseach year, caught the mistake and
said thedistrict isentitled to $32,000.

That means, he said, that the board
will have to republish its budget anc
holdapublichearing. Theboard agreed
to hold the hearing at the next regular
meeting on Monday, April 23.

Districtresidentsareallowedtopro-
test, but Selby said hedoesn’t expect it
becausethemoney iscomingfromthe
stateand not directly out of local pock-
ets. He said he plansto give $8,000 to
thevocational program, and put there-
maining $24,000in the district’s utili-
tiesaccount, whichisrunning low be-
cause of unusually high heating bills
thiswinter.

Board President Dick Short asked if
the superintendent has heard from
Chamber of Commerce representa-
tives, other city leadersor parentsabout
the declining enrolIment.

“No one questionsiit very closely,”
Selby said. “ People say they' re sad to
seethestudentsgo, but not much more
thanthat.”

Recent census figures show Good-
land’ spopul ation hasremai ned steadly,
but Selby said that’s because the ol der
population has grown, while the you-
nger popul ation has shrunk.

“Those people who are young are
alwayslookingfor abetter payingjob,”
he said, noting that some parentswho
attend college in Goodland and have
childreninschool moveaway after they
graduate.

Detained crew gets freedoms

U.S. still refusing
apology to China

By Christopher Bodeen
Associated Press Writer

HAIKOU, China— The U.S. air
crew detained on this Chineseisland
hasbeen granted extraprivileges, in-
cluding freedom to exercise in the
buildingwherethey arebeing held by
Chinese authorities, an American of -
ficial saidtoday.

Asthestandoff draggedintoits10th
day, Chinawelcomed U.S. Secretary
of State Colin Powell’s weekend
statement that Washington was
“sorry” for the fate of a Chinese
fighter pilot missing sinceacollision
withthespy plane. But it repeated its
insistenceonaformal apology for the
incident.

U.S. Army Brig. Gen. Neal
Sealock, the U.S. embassy represen-
tativewhometthecrewfor afifthtime
today, said the 21 men and three
women were aware of the political
deadlock andtheintensefeelingsthat
blocked their freedom.

In Washington, President Bush
urged patience, saying “ diplomacy
sometimes takes a little longer than
people would like.” He renewed the
U.S. demand for the release of the
Crew.

Standoff U.S.-China
Navy pilot Jeff Vignery
and 23 crew detained

10 days

“The longer this goes, the more
likely itisthat it could — could —
jeopardize relations,” Bush said.
“Andwecertainly don’twant that to
happen.”

Meanwhile, the Rev. Jesse Jack-
son offered to lead an ecumenical
delegation to Chinato work for the
release of the crew. But the State
Department turned down the offer.
Spokesman Richard Boucher said
Washington would work through
“diplomatic” means.

The crew members of the U.S.
Navy EP-3E reconnaissance plane
have been held on Hainan island
sincemaking anemergency landing
therefollowingtheApril 1 collision
abovethe South China Sea.

“They have great faith in what's
takingplace,” said Seal ock, themili-
tary attache at the U.S. Embassy in
Beijing. “ They fully understand the
circumstancesthat they are under.”

He said the crew members now

have more freedom to move around
the Chinese navy’s Nanhang No. 1
Guest House where they are being
held. Chinese authoritieshave given
them copies of the China Daily, a
state-owned newspaper, as well as
cigarettes, hesaid.

To help the crew fight boredom,
U.S. diplomatshavesupplied snacks,
toiletries, novels, crossword puzzles
and copiesof newsreportsabout their
families. Thecrew membersalsohave
received printed copies of e-mails
fromtheir familiesbut arenot allowed
toreply.

Despitetheimprovementinliving
conditions, there was no changein
China spositionthat theUnited States
owed an apol ogy.

“The U.S. side should apologize,”
Foreign Ministry spokesman Sun
Yuxi said. “WehopetheU.S. sidewill
adopt a pragmatic and cooperative
manner and treat seriously the de-
mands of the Chinese people.”




