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commentary

from other pens...

Home is symbolic
of W.A. White's spirit

Great Bend Tribuneon theWilliam Allen Whitehome:

State officials are doing the right thing by making William Allen
White'sEmporiahomeastate historical site, not just becausehewasa
great newspaperman, but because he embodied a spirit that is needed
in Kansastoday.

White won the Pulitzer Prizein 1922 for his editorial “Letter to an
AnxiousFriend.” HewasanintimatewithWashington, D.C., insiders
and hewasanational figure.

But throughit all, hewasaKansan.

Heawayshadtheinterestsof hisstateat heart and hecamefromhere
at atimewhen it was not considered unusual for aKansan to beana-
tional figureand still remain aKansan. White kept running the Empo-
riaGazette until hisdeathin 1944.

People need to know that we have a heritage of moving this nation
and we need toincorporate that expectation into our own future, intoa
futureWilliam Allen White would have been proud of .

TheHaysDaily Newson cockfighting:

Kansans might think that cockfighting only goesoninthe hillbilly
backwoods of Oklahomaor the bayous of L ouisiana. Not so. Report-
edly, it goeson herein our fair state, too, and that should be abhorrent
to every Kansan.

Kansasisoneof only four stateswhere cockfightingisnot expressly
unlawful. Cockfighting isthe largely underground spectator sport of
breeding chickensfor fighting.

Cockfighting takes placein Kansas because law enforcement lacks
thelawsto do anything about it.

TheHouseof Representativeslast week passed | egis ationto change
this, butheactionisstalledin Senatecommittee. Senatorsneedto come
on board and put astop to thisinhumane activity in Kansas.

... TheHouse-passed measurewasattached to abill that would make
it criminal tokill or injure asearch-and-rescue dog.

Why any legislator would vote against alaw banning cockfighting
or why senators might keep it bottled up in committeeis puzzling. ...

... Ifamorespecificlawisneeded, then passalaw legislatorsshoul d.
Just because we are talking about protecting animals and not humans
isno reason not to legislate something that isfundamentally wrong.

Cockfighting should not betaking placelegally in Kansasinthe21st
century. It isnot just inhumane but barbaric.

TheKansasCity Star on L egislative pay raises:

Like many states, Kansas has a commission to help determine how
muchtop official sandlegislatorsshould bepaid. But somelawmakers
areunhappy withtheresults, mainly becausethe panel only issuessug-
gestions. Ultimately, the lawmakers themsel ves must make the deci-
sion and take any resulting political heat.

Some of the memberswant to shift that burden, whichiswhy abill
creating acommission with the power to “fix” compensation for law-
makersisdrawing support. It hasalready won passagein the House.

Normally, allowing such a panel to directly determine outlaysin a
given spending category would be an unconstitutional delegation of
the Legislature’s power to appropriate. A 1972 amendment, however,
permitssuch aprocess.

It strikes us as an attempt to evade a fundamental responsihility.
What’'smore, if the bill becomeslaw and the commission approvesa
pay increase, the raise would be effective July 1 — without an inter-
vening el ection. No pay increase should beeffectiveif it occursbefore
votersrender adecisiononwhether their legisatorsareworththemoney.
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Should the statue of liberty (Alan Greenspan)
inflate the money supply since the stock market
melt down?

That’swhat some economistsare saying. They
say itisanational crisishe needsto cut theinter-
est rates and increase the money supply.

What are they talking about starting the print-
ing press? Nope, don't think so. They wouldrather
havetheirtaxescut. Butittakesayearto 18 months
for changesin either themonetary or fiscal policy
tofinditsway intothe economy — and they want
their money now.

Does anyone remember when good ole uncle
Alan Greenspan made the gaff of saying some-
thing about therewas an irrational exuberancein
the U.S. stock market. Well, what did he expect.
Beginningin 1995 hetook partinamassiveinter-
vention in the world currency markets. It also
made it necessary to bailout several prestigious
New York City hedgefundswhen hedidit.

Sothat’sjust theway thingsareinthisintegra-
tionistworld welivein. Weall livein oneglobal
village, youknow. But doesanyonerememberin
1980 when South Americadefaulted on its bank
loansto New York City banks? Doesanyonere-
member it nearly brought down our own Federal
Reserve when it bailed them out. Where were
thosefancy guysthen? They didn’t say easemon-
etary policy — (increase the money supply, and
cutinterestrates), then! NothePaul Volcker Fed-
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eral Reserve choked back the money supply and
put interest rates on the moon. Yes, commodity
priceswasat historical highsbut hisassault onthe
market economy (commaodity prices), stoked the
very inflation it created.

If that was moral hazard monetary policy —
(takethe profitsand leavethe other guy theloses)
then what is it when the Federal Reserve does it
now? TheU.S. dollarisasgoodasgoldbullionand
wehavebudget surpluses. Ohyesoneother thing,
commodity pricesat historical lowsaregood, you
know. Sowhy would acentral bank intervenein
theworld currency marketsnow? Well itistosave
some money bags hedge fund that’s why. It may
not beinsider trading. Quite! Butitwouldbegreat
to be one of those three thousand hedge fundsin
New York City. They have been pulling asmuch
as40 percent returnontheir investmentssincethe
1980s, about the same time commaodity prices
tanked. Itwasbetter thangrowing cornwithapro-
cessor subsidy that some call farm subsidies.

This $35 trillion ayear trade on the Chicago
Board of tradebeganthesameyear Richard Nixson
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took theU.S. dollar off thegold standard. And, was
thebeginning of al thismischief incurrency inter-
ventionstoo.

So monetary policy does matter every timethe
Federal Reserve intervenes commodity prices gc
down. That'sthe only way it can respond to mar-
ket forces.

If anyonewonderswhy farmersaremadder than
arattlesnakein October, it's over the decommis-
sioning of thepork checkoffs. It'sover —it'seasier
to export satellitesthanitisU.S. grain. It'sover
derivative trading hedge funds nuking every cen-
tral bank in theworld. 1n 1997 U.S. farmers ex-
portednearly $60billion. FarmexportstoAsiawere
$18billionlast year.

After four years we are no closer to bringing
American agriculture into this new world where
therearenoBerlinwalls. Itdidn’t takearocket sci-
entist to know when the world's central banksin-
terveneintheworld’ scurrency marketsU.S. manu-
facturing and agriculture would suffer.

Before the grain embargoes wheat was $5 ¢
bushel. Just to show whoismaking all the money
now, since 1980 derivatives trading has exploded
to $35trillion an explosivegrowth of 483% but the
only way farmers can get $2.45 a bushel for this
wheat iswith aloan deficiency payment from the
Department of Agriculture. Sotoday it's not the
evil empiretheworldfears—it’stheUnited States
stock market.

Legislature wraps up 2001 session

Wewrapped up theissues of the 2001 Legisla
tive Session.

Conferences Committees met throughout last |8

week to negotiatedifferencesbetween Houseand
Senate versions of legislation. Wewill break un-
til April 25th. However | will haveto return prior
tothe18thfor moremeetingsto solveissuesinthe
Health Committee and & so negotiate some other
issues |’ mnot willing to talk about yet.

Theresultsof theseconversationsand meetings
withtheAppropriationscommitteesstartingApril
19thwill be discussed that final “wrap up” omni-
busor so called “veto” session

Bill IncreasesL ocal Control

TheHousedebated abill that would allow local
school districts the ability to control education
funding in their district. The bill increases the
maximum|ocal optionbudget that aschool district
may adopt from 25 to 30 percent of the district’'s
statefinancial aidinthe2001-02 school year. Cur-
rently, themaximum local option budget aschool
district can adopt is capped at 25 percent.

Theincreaseinthecapallowslocal districtsthat
arecurrently at the25percent level toincreaselocal
funding for education. Themeasure providesthat
the school district must put the proposed local
option budget increase from 25-30 percent on a
ballot for votersto approve. Thereisa so aprovi-
sionwithinthelegislationwhichstatesno supple-
mental general state aid may be paid to a school
district beyond the district’s entitlement level of
25 percent. | voted “For” thebill and it passed on
final action 65t0 58.

This should create a situation that will require
the legidlature to redo the entire school-funding
proposition. Therewill now beenough of adispar-
ity infunding variousdistrictsthat the courtswill
again force the legislature to revisit and correct
educationfunding. Had | voted“No” anditfailed
wewouldlikely not readdresstheissue. | amtold
thishill hasno effect on any school in my district.
Dale Dennis assured me that pass or fail, my
schoolswould be held harmless. My votefor the
legislation a so keeps leadership support that we
needfor other issues(leadershipwasstrongly |ob-
bying for the bill passage).

Education PlansDebated By House

The House debated two proposed education-
funding plansonthefloor last week.

House Bill 2064 represented an education plan
proposed by the Senate. Themeasurewould have
increased Base StateAid Per Pupil by $110infis-
cal year (FY) 2002 and by an additional $130in
FY 2003. HB 2064 proposes increasing at-risk
weighting from 9-11percent. The measure also
decreasesthe correl ation weighting in the school
finance formula from 1,725 to 1,690 full time
equivalent. Inorder tofund HB 2064, thehill pro-
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poses atwo-tenths of a cent increase in the state
salestax over atwo-year period.

It also providesfor a18¢ per gallonincreasein
beer tax, a50¢ per gallonincreasein winetax and
a10 cents per pack increasein cigarettetax. The
measure recommends a 2 percent increase in li-
quor-by-the-drink tax and a2 percent increasein
theliquor enforcement tax. A new carbonated bev-
eragetax would be set at 20¢ per gallon.

The second proposal was based on enhanced
education budget recommendationsby Governor
Bill Graves. HouseBill 2578included anincrease
in education funding of $110in baseaid per pupil
for FY 2002. The bill also proposed funding 90
percent of excess cost of Special Education. HB
2578 included expenditures for rewarding out-
standing schools, rewarding outstandingteachers,
extended|earning programsandall-day kindergar-
ten. The measureincreases education funding by
$100million over theGovernor’sorigina budget
recommendations. HB 2578 proposesanincrease
of two-tenthsof acentinthestatesalestax and an
increase of 2¢ agalloninthe state gasolinetax in
order to fund thelegidlation. both issuesfailed in
the House. | voted against both of them. We still
have not properly addressed school finance. | am
trying to get areal discussion ontheissue.

Governor Approves Requirementsfor
Driver’sLicenses

A hbill that would require applicantsto be both
seizurefreefor six monthsand haveaphysician’'s
written recommendation that the applicant’scon-
ditioniscontrolledwassigned by theGovernor last
week. SenateBill 55 providesthat in caseswhere
aseizuredisorderisnot controlled, theDirector of
VehiclesortheMedical Advisory Board may rec-

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and
welcomes letters from readers. Letters should
be typewritten if possible, and should include
a telephone number and, most importantly, a
signature. Unsigned letters will not be pub-
lished. Form letterswill berejected, aswill let-
ters deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length and good taste. We encour-
age letters, with phone numbers, by e-mail to:
<daily@nwkansas.com>.

ommend the person beissued arestricted driver’s
license. Theenrolled legislation allowsthe Direc-
tor of Vehiclesto submit any case to the Medical
Advisory Board, notjust driverswhohavehadtheir
license suspended or revoked. It aso limitsthe
correctivelensrequirement tostandardlensesonly.
The legislation more adequately defines medical
and vision standards, which arerequired to hold a
Kansasdriver’'slicense.
Election CrimeBill Approved By House

The House concurred on a conference commit-
teereportfor SB 128last Thursday. Thelegislation
createsthe crime of voter registration suppression
andmakesitalevel 10, non-personfelony. Thebill
expands the crime of intimidation of voterstoin-
cludemailing, publishing, broadcasting, telephon-
ing, or transmitting by any meansfalseinformation
intended to keep one or morevotersfromcasting a
ballot or applying for or returning an advancevot-
ing ballot. The measure changesthe crimeof elec-
tioneeringat polling placesto simply “ el ectioneer-
ing” and expands it to include attempting to per-
suade or influence eligible voters to vote for or
against a particular candidate, party, or question
submitted.

| will beinthe Colby areaprior to April 17th. If
you need me please call my home number (785)
462-3264 or (best option) email me at jmorriso-
@ink.org.

Thanks for all your help, prayers and support
during thissession.
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