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Saints and sinners: Easter Isa day of true resurrection

Choirs and congregations throughout the
world will sing out on Easter with “Christ the
Lordisrisentoday. Hallelujah!” Thevoicefrom
the chancel, where the clergyman or woman
sits, may not bequitesorousing. Thereasonis
that many contemporary preachers do not be-
lieveinthe physical resurrection of Jesus. One
Catholic seminary instructor says he doesn’t
know of “any credible Bible scholar who be-
lievesthat Jesusrose bodily fromthe grave.”

Because most ministerslearntheir theology
intheseminariesinwhichthesescholarsteach,
itiseasy to seewhy sofew ministers, atleastin
the liberal denominations, believe that Jesus
rose from thedead physically.

Episcopal bishop John Shelby Spong, inhis
book “ Resurrection: Mythor Reality?” (Harper,

1995), decidesin favor of myth.
Hisscenarioof theresurrectiongoeslikethis:
Monthsafter thecrucifixion, arevel ationcame
to Peter that Jesuswasn’t really dead, that “ ev-
erything he stood for wasvery much alive.”
Jesus' resurrection wasthusa* spiritua res-
urrection” in which there was no body, just a
“body of truth” in story form. In Spong’s view,
thisspiritual resurrectiontook onformandshape
in the legends that grew up later of the empty
tomb and angelsrolling away the stone, and in
the post-resurrection appearances of Jesus.
While surveys show that the majority of
modern Bible scholars do not believe in the
physical resurrection, the devout in the pews
appear to beignoring the scholars. Inincreas-
ing numbers, we are turning our backs on the
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wisdom of the world and the worldly wise.
Despairing of the world, we tell our modern
poets, “ Speak to us of heaven and angels and
miraclesand the power of prayer.” Thishasre-
sultedinaproliferation of religiousbook titles
and in high ratings for TV programs like
“Touched by anAngel.”

At the same time, there are some modern
clergy whodon't crosstheir fingersbehindtheir

backswhenthey tell the Easter story. Oneisthe
Rev. Fleming Rutledge, an Episcopal rector in
Port Clinton, N.Y.

“Itishard,” he observes, “to find a robust
belief intheresurrectionnowadaysinthemain-
linechurches. Wehear from the pul pit about * a
new season, new growth, new life.” We hear
wordslike ‘renewal, revival and rebirth’ - but
not resurrection.

“Seriously, now,” he asks, “would today’s
Easter sermons inspire you to come back to
church the next Sunday? Put yourself in the
place of the women who went to the tomb on
Easter morning. Maybe the flowers were
blooming and the birds were singing as the
women walked along. Do you think they took
comfort from that?

“The women and the apostles did not start
believing in the resurrection because they saw
green grass coming up. Something more than
that had to have happened. What happened is
that Jesushimself appeared, and hewasalive.”

If thisisnot the message people are hearing
on Easter, that may bewhy thecrowdsin church
on Easter dwindletoapreciousfew thefoll ow-
ing Sunday.

Easter, saysRutledge, isnot aday of innocu-
ous sentiments about crocuses in bloom anc
springtimein the heart. It isaday of resurrec-
tion - atrue story punctuated by organ fanfare
and loud trumpet blasts.

If thisword ever getsout, we may no longer
haveempty seatsin church onthe Sunday after
Easter. Wemay evenhavetoput upextrachairs.

Jim and Tammy Faye Bakker’s son doing ministry work his special way

By Mitch Stacy
Associated Press Writer

ATLANTA — When Jay Bakker sits
down for an interview, he can usualy
count on the question popping up: “ So
what’s the deal with your mother’s
makeup?’

When your mom is Tammy Faye
Bakker Messner, the heavily primped
and paintedformer Christiantelevision
icon, that’sto be expected.

He's fine with it, though, keenly
awareof her placeinpopcultureandthat
most people are more interested in her
grooming habits than what happened
when his parents' ministry crumbled
under scandal inthelate 1980s.

Bakker, 25, is fine with most things
these days. He lives in Atlanta with
Amanda, his wife of two years, and
makesaliving ministeringtotheyoung,
downtrodden and misunderstood.

With studsin his ears, a gold loop
through his lower lip and both of his
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armssleevedinboldtattoos, hedoesn’t
look like aman of God. And that’s just
the point. He'spart of what he callsthe
“disillusioned subculture.”

Bakkerisredlingabitfromtheintense
mediainterest in his book, “Son of
Preacher Man,” whichcameoutinJanu-
ary. It chronicleshislifegrowingupin
hisparents' “PraisetheLord,” or PTL,
empire, their fall fromgraceandhisown
turmoil. Hebattled drugsandalcohol as
he struggled to cope with his father’s
imprisonment andwithbeingamember
of the country’smost ridiculed family.

“1t'sbeen healing, but it'sbeen really
hard to constantly relive, relive and re-
livethepast,” Bakker admitsover lunch
atadowntownrestaurant. Slight of build,
hewearsbluework pants, ablack T-shirt,
adenim jacket and black sneakers. His
dark hair iscropped short, and hewears
aneatly trimmed goatee and sideburns
that reach the bottom of hisjaw.

“1"mready tolook forthefuture,” says
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Bakker.

Millions of PTL viewers remember
him as “Jamie Charles,” the pudgy-
cheeked little boy on Jim and Tammy
Faye's TV show with his older sister,
Tammy Sue. Hegrew upontheset of the
“PTL Club” with hisfamily’s 2,200-
acre South Carolinaretreat and theme
park, Heritage USA, as his personal
playground. Bodyguards tended to his
every need. Every year, 600,000 copies
of hisschool pictureweremailedout to
ministry supporters.

All that crashed down in 1987 when
Jim Bakker’s dalliance with Jessica
Hahnbecamepublic, andthefamily was
drivenfromHeritageUSA.1n1989,Jim
Bakker was sent to federal prison for
oversellinglodging guaranteesat Heri-
tageUSA anddivertingmillionsinmin-
istry money.

Jay, 13 atthetime, wasalready drink-
ing. Soon he was smoking marijuana
andtrippingonacid. Hefell deeper till

when hismother divorced hisfather in
1992 and married family friend Roe
Messner.

Hurtlingthrough histeenslookingfor
thenext party, Bakker al soendured con-
stant mockery of his disgraced family,
not only on “ Saturday Night Live” but
also by other Christian broadcasters.

“Asakidit brokemy heart, ittoreme
topieces,” hesays. “Whenyou become
an adult you realize that nothing is sa-
cred—they makefunof everybody. But
when you're a child, you don’t under-
stand that.”

Whilestrugglingto get soberin 1996,
Bakker hooked up with the Rev. Philip
Bray, aformer drug dealer whorunsthe
Safehouseshelter for thehomelessinthe
shadow of downtown Atlanta’s Ritz-
Carlton.

Bray offered to give Bakker a place
tolive, officespaceand asalary to start
Revolution, aprogressive ministry of-
fering punk-rock music and uncondi-

tional acceptancefor theskateboarders,
goths, drug addicts and other outcasts
who cometo the Bible studies and Fri-
day night concerts.

“I"mnot about promoting Christ,” he
says. “|’m about attracting people to
Christ. I'm not out there (screaming),
"You need to get Jesus! You need to get
your lifetogether!” I'mout theresaying,
"You know what, thisiswhat I’ ve got,
and if you want to know more about it
I'dliketo shareit withyou.””

Bakker often talks about his family
during his weekly Bible studies. If
peopleshow up becausethey’ recurious
to hear Jim and Tammy Faye’s son
preach, that’sfinewith him.

“Jay’slifeisn’'t hisparents,” says 18-
year-old Josh Cook, who hasbeen com-
ingtoRevolutionfor thepasttwoyears.
“And Jay’'slifeisn’t histattoos.”

Bakker wasapproached about writing
abook following awell-received story
about himinRolling Stonemagazinein

1999. A high-school dropout whosedys-
lexia makes reading difficult, he dic-
tated his story into atape recorder anc
worked with writer Linden Gross.

“I cried all the way through it,”
Tammy Faye Bakker Messner says. “I
waswishing | could somehow go back
and changethingsfor him.”

Messner calls her son’s journey &
“miracle,” and is dismayed when she
hears people in some circles criticize
him because of hisradical appearance.

“Some Christians are so mean,” she
says.“| hadthesamethingwithmy eye-
lashesand makeup. Peoplecoul dn’t see
beyond that.”

Jay Bakker remainsunflinchinginde-
fenseof hisfather. The book paintsJim
Bakker as a victim who trusted the
wrong people and did nothing wrong
knowingly beyond histryst with Hahn
in1980. Jay Bakker blames othersfor
hisfamily’swoes—anaiveinterpreta-
tion, somereviewershave said.
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g\\! Church of ‘Jesus Christ
of Latter-Day Saints
1200 15th Street » Burlington, CO = (970) 664-2470
Sacrament Meeting. 9:30 am
Sunday School: 10:45 am
Priesthood/Relief Society: 11:30 am

mord of Life Foursquare Ghurﬂ

Pastor: John Coumerilh
Sunday: \Worship Celebration &
Kids’ Church: 10:30 am

223 E. 10th
899-5250

Worship Service: 10:45am CST
Sunday School: 9:45 am CST

Minister: Rev. Bob Winters

Pastor.

Winona:

Sunday. Bible Study: 9:45 am
Worship Service: 10:45 am
Evening Service: 6 pm

,? Wednesday: Bible Study: 7 pm

Third & Caldwell
899-2080 or 899-3797
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:45 am
Worship Service: 10:50 am
Evening Service: 6 pm

“ Pastor: Matthew Delp

Pastor:

Fifth & Center » 899-3450
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:15 am
Morning Worship: 10:30 am
Evening Worship: 6 pm
‘Tuesday: Mens’ Prayer Group: 5:30 am

Seventh Day Adventist Church
1160 Cattletrail
Pastor: Bobby Potter « 332-3956
Saturday: Sabbath School: 9:30 am
Worship Service: 11 am

First United Methodist Church
1116 Sherman ||

1t

,j Thursday: Ladies’ Bible Study: 10 am f ii
FF Emmanuel Lutheran Church %
13th & Sherman * 899-6161

L

(Disciples of Christ)
Pastor: Loren Strait
Eighth & Arcade « 899-5233
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:15 am
Worship Service: 10:30 am

Activities: Junior High & High School Youth Groups,
Adult Bible Study, Choir, Men’s and Women’s Groups,

Devotions Study, Monthly Fellowship

Special Notice: Handicap Accessible, Hearing

Assistance Equipment and Infant and Toddler
Nurseries Available

899-3631
Pastor:. Rev. Carol Moore-Ramey
Sunday. Sunday School: 9:15 am
Worship Service: 10:30 am

Ninth & Caldwell » 899-5398
Minister: Tony Kafka
Youth Minister: Doug Bean
Sunday. \Worship Service: 9:30 am
Sunday School: 10:45 am
Wednesday:
Junior/Senior High Meeting: 7 pm

Sonvrise Christian Church L{j

Adult & Children’s Classes: 7 pm 3]

Pastor: Scott Grimshaw
Sunday: Sunday School: 8:45 am
Worship Service: 10 am
Wednesday: Confirmation: 6 pm

K

Worship Service: 9 am CST
Kanorado q [E Sunday School: 10:15 am CST E
” United Methodist Church u ======.Aj
Pastor: Leonard Cox
i 399-2468 i @J Yglisia Del Dios Vivo L{{j

La Luz Del Mundo
Spanish Speaking Church
Minister: Esteban Ortiz B.
1601 Texas « 899-5275

Sunday: Sunday School: 9 am
Worship Service: 10:15 am

. Daily Prayer. Sunday thru
; goodlqnd Rible Church JJ Saturday: 5 am & 6 pm
I 109 Willow Road = 899-6400 [E Sunday: Sunday School: 10 am 5]

Pastor.
|| Sunday. Sunday School: 9:45 am
Morning Worship: 11 am
Evening Worship: 6 pm
Wednesday: Call for location

=Y ]‘_(F
g\_r Gur Lady of Perpetual Help C
Pastor: Father Daryl Olmstead
307 W. 13th = 899-7205

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

4:30-5 pm Saturday or by appointment
Mass Schedule:

Saturday: 6 pm
Sunday: 8 am and 10:30 am

Spanish Mass:

)
g\_{ grace Fellowship Church q

| 104 E. Hwy 24 = 899-6423 ||
|| Pastor: Bob Snyder = Residence; 899-0134 ||
|I

Sunday: Sunday School: 10 am
|| Worship Service: 11 am

13th & Center

Serving the rural community for over 100 years
Rt. 1, Box 180 » 694-2807 « 3190 Road 70
Pastor: Jim Cress
899-5784
Sunday:. \Worship Service: 9 am
Sunday School: 10 am

899-2115 or Rectory 899-2114
Priest: Father Charles Schneider
Deacon: Gretchen Talitha
Saturday: Church School: 4 pm

Holy Communion: 5 pm
Wednesday: Bible Study: 7 pm
Sr. Warden for emergencies during the week 899-2067 5]

Short & Son Trucking
I Hwy. 24

good Samaritan Center
208 W. 2nd

‘The following sponsors urge YOU to attend your chosen House of Worship this Sabbath:

Koons Funeral Chapel
North Main

goodland Motor Co.
Hwy. 24

goodland Daily News
1205 Main i

golden Wheat Ranch
Office 110 E. 11th

‘Topside Office Products, Inc.
1110 Main
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