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Israel denies pullout of Gaza Strip was due to U.S. pressure

ap news capsules

By The Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip — Israel
today completed apullout from aPal-
estinian-controlled slice of the Gaza
Stripithad seizedjust aday earlier, but
denied the about-face was a result of
heavy U.S. pressure.

Shortly after thelsraelisleft, Pales-
tiniansfired six mortar shellsat aJew-
ish settlement and an army post in
Gaza, causingnoinjuries. Isragl’sbrief
takeover of asquare mile of land in
Gazahad beentriggered by mortar fire
onan Isragli town.

PrimeMinisterAriel Sharoninsisted
that the withdrawal was not ordered

because of the withering criticism
sounded by U.S. Secretary of State
ColinPowell whosaidthel sraeli take-
over was “excessive and dispropor-
tionate.”

Raanan Gissin, an aide to Sharon,
said Wednesday that the decision to
withdraw was already made Tuesday
morning, before Powell issued his
statement.

MADRID, Spain—A Spanishcourt
ruled today against extraditing media
magnateV ladimir Gusinsky toRussia
to facefraud charges, hislawyer said.

Domingo Plazas said he had re-
ceived a copy of the decision from a

court panel that voted 2-1 against
Russia’ s extradition request.

Gusinsky, whowasarrested Dec. 12
onawarrantissued by Russia, washot
present at the court but was expected
totravel toMadridlaterintheday from
his mansion in southern Cadiz prov-
ince, Plazassaid.

Russia has charged Gusinsky with
misrepresenting the assets of hisMe-
dia-Most empire to obtain $300 mil-
lion in loan guaranteesin 1996 from
state-connected natural gasmonopoly
Gazprom.

Gusinsky, 48, hasrepeatedly claimed
heisavictim of palitical prosecution
becauseof Media-Most’ssteadfast criti-
cism of Russian President Vladimir
Putinanditshardnosed reporting of the
war in Chechnya, among other issues.

NATIONAL

The surging Mississippi River
forced hundredsof shorelineresidents
to abandon homes, halted barge and
rail trafficand | eft weary sandbaggers
in four states hoping for one thing to-
day — nomorerain.

“Something like this, it might take
two weeksjust to get down below the
flood stage,” said Randy Eddy Jr., 34,
from hisfather’s home on French Is-
land, Wis., surrounded by water, thou-
sands of sandbags and a half a dozen
pumps.

Hundreds of Wisconsin and lowa
residentswerechased away fromlow-
lying riverside areas Tuesday, unsure
when they would return home.

Sixteen counties in Minnesota de-
clared astate of emergency asdid nine

e Goodland Daily News Service Directory « 785-899-2338

inwesternWisconsin. A disaster proc-
lamation was in place for 10 lowa
counties as the floodwaters began
seeping southeast, toward homesin
Hampton, I11.

JACKSON, Miss. — The banner
that |ed ConfederatetroopsintheCivil
War will remain onMississippi’sflag,
asvotersrejected warningsthesymbol
isracist and an obstacle to economic
development.

By nearly a2-1 margin, Mississippi
residents voted Tuesday to keep their
current stateflag, defeatingaproposed
alternative that would have replaced
the Confederate emblem in the upper
left corner with acluster of 20 stars.

Withall precinctsreporting, 488,630
voters, or 65 percent, favored keeping
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the 1894 flag, while267,812 voters, or
35 percent, wanted to replaceit.

“l don't think black people were
upset with the flag,” said Robert
Crook, aformer state senator. “ There
was no hue and cry, no boycotts.”

Opponentscontinuedtheir criticism
of theConfederatesymbol, whichthey
denounced asracist.

“Theflag — outside of asymbol of
racism — is an advertisement,” saic
Tony Gaylor, alawyer whowasoneof
about adozen peopleat Hal and Mal’s
Restaurant in Jackson for apost-elec-
tionparty. “ Aslongasthestatecontin-
uesto advertise itself asracist, it will
be seen asracist.

““We can only hope that one day the
stateof Mississippi will bedraggedintc
the21st century, intoprogress,” hesaid.
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