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commentary
from other pens...
Powell deals rare
censure to lsrael

By Barry Schweid

AP Diplomatic Writer

WASHINGTON — In the Middle East, where words are weighed
carefully, Secretary of State Colin Powell’s criticism of Isragl for an
“excessive and disproportionate” response to Palestinian attacksis
likely to beviewed asawatershed event.

For three months, the Bush administration has been exceptionally
sympathetic and supportive of Isragl asit triesto copewith arenewed
Pal estinian uprising and refuses to resume negotiati ons under attack.

Symbolically, perhaps, Prime Minister Ariel Sharon was the first
Middle East |eader invited totheWhite House by President Bush. Pal-
estinian leader Yasser Arafat, hosted frequently by former President
Clinton, has not beeninvited.

Thesignal toArafat ishe must do moreto end the violence.

Sharon wasfollowed to the White House by the president of Egypt
andtheking of Jordan. Next week the president of L ebanonwill come.

Ontheface of it, Powell’s statement was not all that unusual. It in-
cluded afamiliar appeal to both sidesto exercise restraint. It blamed
the Palestiniansfor provoking thelatest flurry of fighting.

A day earlier, the State Department blamed L ebanese Hezbollah
guerrillasfor triggering an attack on Syrian-run radar in Lebanon.

But criticism of Israel by the Bush administrationisunusual, and it
might betaken asamessagethetilttoward Jerusalemisbeing corrected.

Samudl Lewis, whowasU.S. ambassador tolsrael from1977t01985,
doesn't find Powell’s statement all that surprising.

TheBush administration hasto* keepitscredibility with other gov-
ernments and with the Arabs,” and there is no way even a pro-1sragl
administration can avoidit, Lewissaidin aninterview.

Thereisbasic sympathy for Israel inevery U.S. administration, and
Sharon has been “ hol ding back” in responding to escal ating Pal estin-
ianattacks, thereby “ givingArafat achancetoknock it off,” Lewissaid.

But with Arafat and his colleaguesturning up the heat, it wasinevi-
table Sharonwould hit back hard— andthat, inLewis sview, prompted
Powell’s statement.

Sandy Berger, thenati onal security adviserto President Clinton, found
Powell’s statement appropriate and said he was glad to see the Bush
administrationweighingin.

On the peacemaking front, it is essential to lower U.S. sightsamid
theviolence, Berger said. “No onein hisright mind could be thinking
of acomprehensive settlement” at this point, hesaid.

But, hesaid, “it remainscritical the United Statesremain engaged.”

TheBushadministration hasbeen exhortingArafat and the Pal estin-
iansto restore order.

But Christopher Ross, U.S. ambassador to Syriafrom 1991 to 1998,
said that doeslittle good “without at the sametime addressing I sragli
actionsthat contribute to an atmosphere of tensions.”

Theretired diplomat said the Bush administration tried “to remove
itself one step from the situation.” But the Middle Eastisavitally im-
portant region, he said, and “we cannot ignoreit. Unlesswe are more
active, eventswill forcethemselveson us.”

The Bush administration’s approach has been somewhat different.

Arafat’srejectionlast year of |sragl’ soffer of statehood, control over
part of Jerusalem and at least 92 percent of the West Bank plus Gaza
contributed both to Sharon’slandslide election and to agrowing feel -
ing that alimit had been reached onwhat | srael could reasonably give.

BushisnotinclinedtomicromanagepeacemakingintheMiddleEast.

What other presidentshavesaid, Bushevidently truly believes. Peace-
making isup to the partiesin conflict.

Powell’ sstatement, it should benoted, did not challengelsrael’sright
to self-defense — only the force Israel used and its temporary
reoccupation of adliver of the Gaza Strip.

EDITOR SNOTE —Barry Schweid hascovered U.S. diplomacyin
the Middle East for The Associated Presssince 1973.
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Summer fun no tlme to Iose your new attitude

We are entering atime of the year that causes
mixed feelings. We are excited as we embark on
all the joy of summertime activities. However, |
received a letter from someone that is viewing
these activities, not with joyful anticipation, but
with dread and fear.

Because, | know that thereare countless of you
with the same feelings | want to share this letter
withyou.

Dear Sally,

“1 have been reading “Freedomin Eating” for
guite some time now. | love the column and my
wholefamily lovestherecipes. | havedonereally
well with my weight-loss. | have nearly lost 20
pounds and feel much better. | am in my thirties
and have a very active husband and two active
sons.

They haveall ganged up on meand decided that
weneededto gotothebeachfor vacation. | really
didn’'t put up much of afight. | thought with my
weight loss and my new attitude that this would
betheyear.

Thecloser | getthemorescared| get. Sally, | am
still over 100 pounds overweight and look awful
inaswimming suit. Please help meto feel better
about thistrip. | don’t want my attitudeto spoil the
fun for my whole family. | also don’t want my
obsession for food to return.”

Boy, can | identify withthisgal. | al'so had two
sonsand an active husband. | shudder at thetimes
| spoiled the fun for my family. | found out later
that, most of thetime, they would havewanted me
to join in with the fun, rather than remain on the
sidelinescomplaining or hiding.

My advicetoyoudear, istotalk with your fam-

sally
mosier

® freedom in eating

ily. Tell themyour fears, but don’t et it stop there.
Tell themyou needtheir helptomakethisafuntime
for al of you. | amsurethat oncethey know of your
feelingsthey will lovefeelingthey areapart of the
solution.

Just keep your mind on your new freedom and
don'tlet food bethecenter of thistripforyou. Make
it afun challengeand guard against the“ poor me”
thoughts. I truly believethisisgoing to bethebest
tripever foryouandyour family. Pleaselet usknow
how it goes.

Thisisagreat opportunity to discusssomeaother
summertime activities such as cookouts, picnics,
and ball games. Onething that goeswith all these
activitiesiswatermelon.

| know we may bealittle early but cut this col-
umnout and saveit for watermel onseason. Itwon't
belong.

| have always encouraged the eating of water-
melons. They are good natural diuretics and they
aresorefreshing. | liketo keep them cut upinthe
fridge all thetime. Recently, | heard of the things
tolook for toassurethat you arebuying agood one.
| want to pass these little jewels on to you. They
work!

Make sureto look for onethat is symmetrical,
equal on both sides. L ook for yellow, not whiteon

the bottom. Run fingernails over the melon. You
want someof it to come off. L ook at the stem end.
Youwant ahole; thismeansthat it fell off the stem
and wasn't taken off before it wastime. Look for
black sugar collected on the end.

Holdthemelonwith onehand onthebottom. Hit
it open-handed ontop. If youfeel avibrationonthe
bottom it isfully ripe. | think you will find more
successwiththismethod thanthumping. | never did
know what agood watermel on should soundlike. |
justdidit because every oneelsedid.

Hereisagood summer salad that wasturned in
tousby Beth. | can'twaittotryit. Thisisacolorful
way to serve health to your family or guests this
summer. Wehavenoamountsonthisone. Justdoit
according to your own taste.

Brilliancein aBowl

Red and Green grapes

Red and green apples

Red and green pears

Bananas

Walnuts (optional)

No-fat yogurt and honey.

Prepare all the fruit in abowl. Mix yogurt anc
honey and pour over fruit tossand chill.

Wewant to offer readers, my entire weight-loss
plan and our ever-popular recipe book. Thesetwo
itemswill giveyouall you need to know about eat-
ing healthy. Youwill seejust what | did tolose my
weightandit cana sowork for you. Just send usyour
addressalong

with$20.00to Sally Mosier at 400 10th. St., Can-
yon, Texas 79015.

E-mail me at <mailto: gosally@netwest.com>-
gosally@netwest.com

Competent workers increase unemployment

We seem to have cycles of unemployment that
occur inour economy, and everybody hashisown
theory about that, so here’'s mine. | think that the
amount of unemployment inany geographic area
or market sector isdirectly related to the compe-
tence of thework forcein that areaor sector. The

more competent the work force, the higher the *

unemployment. When you have highly skilled,
motivated employees, they will do the work of
three or four average people. The moment your
company hires anybody who isany good at their
job, layoffsarejust around the corner.

I’ mnot saying competenceisabadthing, butyou
really want to hold it in check until wereach zero
unemployment. The hard-working skilled em-
ployees may be the ones who make the business
profitable, but it'sthe useless, lazy oneswho cre-
atethe job opportunities.

DEMANDINGANARGUMENT

| waswatching agolf tournament recently, and
the commentator said one of the golferswas“ar-
guably” thebest putter onthe Europeantour. Now
that word “arguably” puzzles me. | know that it
means other people will disagree, but how vehe-
mently? | guessit depends on the statement.

If 1 said SophiaL orenisarguably themost beau-
tiful woman of the 20th century, there might be
somemildgrumbling fromsomeone. Ontheother
hand, if | said | amarguably themost virilestudin
North America, that could lead to anuclear holo-
caust.

Butinmost cases, theword* arguably” removes
al meaningfromstatements, makingitimpossible
for anyonetotake offense. Thisseemslikean ex-
cellent tacticwhen talking to one’swife. “My be-
havior at the party last night was arguably very
amusing.” Or“ Purchasingthat amphibiouscar was
arguably pretty smart.” Or “| arguably look good
in these spandex pants.”
| say theword*“ arguably” removesthewholepur-
pose of saying anything. Please stop using it im-
mediately. You must admit, that’ sarguably an ex-
tremely valid point.

THE BALDAND THE BEAUTIFUL

After you've lived with male pattern baldness
for awhile, youneed somethingtofedl good about.
So instead of denying that you're bald, it's emo-
tionally healthier to identify degrees of baldness
and realize that you're not nearly as bald asyou
could be. For all themen out therewho havesome
ideaof what I’ mtalking about, herearethe stages
of baldness.

— StageOne: Your hairbrush startstolook like

red
green

e north of forty

ahamster.

— Stage Two: Your scal p gets sunburned.

— Stage Three: Your barber holdsthemirror at
an odd angle, trying to hidethetruth.

— Stage Four: You start paying more attention
during theHair Club ads.

— StageFive: Youpick anew hairstylethat gives
you more coverage.

— Stage Six: Foryour birthday, everybody buys
you hats.

— Stage Seven: Thebrush startsto hurt, soyou
comb your hair with your hand.

— Stage Eight: You grow abeard in an attempt
to sustain ahead that’s 50 percent hair.

— StageNine: Yougiveuponyour hair and con-
centrate on your personality.

— StageTen: Yougiveuponyour personality and

hang out with other boring bald guys.
YOU'VESTILL GOTIT

They say that most men love competition, but |
disagree. | don't think welike to compete. | think
we like to win. The problem with competing and
thenlosingisthat, asthispatternrepeatsitself, you
findyourself with no confidenceand thenyou stop
trying and pretty soon you have agovernment job
andthat’stheend of you. Soit’svery important for
your psycheto be ableto beat somebody at some-
thing. | suggest you find areally fat guy and chal-
lenge him to afoot race, Just make sure he'snot &
Sumo.

Quote of the Day: “ There’'s nothing more pre-
sumptuous than an atheist playing God.” — Red
Green

Red Greenisthestar of “ The Red Green Show,”
atelevision seriesseeninthe U.S on PBSand in
Canada on the CBC Network, and the author of
“The Red Green Book” and “ Red Green Talks
Cars: ALove Sory.”
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