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Today
* Sunset, 7:27 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 6:03 a.m.
* Sunset, 7:28 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 53 degrees
* Humidity 11 percent
« Sky partly cloudy
+ Winds northwest 30-37 mph
* Barometer 29.60 inches

and falling

* Record High 87° (1987)
* Record Low 18° (1953)

Last 24 Hours*

High 81°
Low 33°
Precipitation none

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: Partly cloudy, low 45,
northwest wind 10-20 mph. Tomor-
row: Partly cloudy, 30 percent
chance of thunderstorms, high 75,
low 40, light wind.

Extended Forecast
Saturday: high 70s, low 40. Sun-
day: thunderstorms likely, high 65-
75, low 40s. Monday: chance of rain,
high 55-65, low 35-40.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $2.81 bushel
Posted county price — $2.73
Loan deficiency payment — 0¢
Corn — $1.90 bushel
Posted county price — $1.82
Loan deficiency payment — 17¢
Milo — $3.03 hundredweight
Soybeans — $3.76 bushel
Posted county price — $3.72
Loan deficiency payment — $1.18
Millet — $6.00 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $6.45 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — $3.08
Confection current — $15/$7 cwt.
Pinto beans — $14 (new crop)
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

Late news
from the
Associated
Press

K
1p.m.

Officials can't
agree on plane

BEIJNG — U.S. and Chinese
negotiators ended two days of
talks with no sign of agreement
today onthereturnof anAmerican
spy plane or Beijing's demand to
end surveillance flights near its
coast.

The chief U.S. negotiator de-
scribed the second day of talksto-
day asproductive but neither side
wouldgivedetails. TheAmericans
had threatened to break off the
meeting Wednesday, saying Chi-
nese negotiators wouldn't seri-
oudly discussthereturnof theU.S.
plane.

“The sideshave agreed to keep
in touch, and future talks will be
held at atime and place to be de-
termined through diplomatic
channels,” Chinese Foreign Min-
istry spokeswoman Zhang Qiyue
told reporters. The U.S. Embassy
refused to say whether the talks
werefinished, or giveother details.

Pilot plans visit to hometown

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

Jeff Vignery, the Navy pilot held in
Chinafor 11 days this month after a
military plane accident, plansto visit
Goodland sometime in the next two
weeks, with friends and community
|eaders planning a big homecoming
celebration.

Vignery, alieutenant junior grade
who was detained on Hainan Island
with 23 other crew membersof aNavy
spy plane after it collided with a Chi-
nesefighter jet, hastoldfriendsthat he
andhiswifeJulieplantotravel fromthe
Naval Air Station in Whidbey Island,
Woash., to Goodland before the end of

4 Standoff U.S.-China
| Goodland prepares |

homecoming for
pilot Jeff Vignery.

themonth.

A group planning the ceremony
wantsto present Jeff, who has parents,
Ron and Judi, and other family living
here, with akey to the city. They want
toinviteGov. Bill Gravesand lawmak-

ers who represent this area, have the
highschool band and choir performand
have people who are close to the 27-
year-old speak. They hopetohangyel -
low ribbons and welcome-home ban-
nersand signs around town and along

thehighway and release navy blueand
yellow balloons at the ceremony.
Thehomecoming plannersmet twice
this week, with Dan Hayden, Jeff’s
classmate and friend, saying Wednes-
day that he could be home next week-
end, thoughtherearenoconcreteplans.
Hayden said the pilot, who has been
bombarded with calls from reporters

get hisoldlife back.

“That'sgone,” Harding said. “He's
ahero now.”

Thegroup’sfirst two meetingshave
basi cally beenbrain-storming sessions,
with people throwing out ideas. The
plannershaveschedul ed another meet-
ing for Monday.

The group hastalked about holding

since he returned Saturday, wants a the ceremony at Gulick Park, behind

short ceremony and doesn’t want to
giveany moreinterviews.

“He wants to get back to a normal
life,” hesaid.

Ron Harding, executive director of
the Goodland Area Chamber of Com-
merce, said, though, that Jeff may never

By Janet Craft
The Goodland Daily News

Five Goodland High Schoal stu-
dents built an electric car and then
raceditthismonthinHays, takingfirst
placeintheir division.

BrandonNemechek, Tim Franklin,
Jeremy Stefan, Kyle Whisler and
Bryan Mai entered the car they built
in the Kansas ElectroRally Race on
April 5. Stefan was picked to drive.

Their teacher, Dennis Friedrichs,
said he came up with theideafor the
project after attending a technology
workshop at Fort Hays State Univer-
sity in October.

Franklin, Mai, Stefan and Whisler
went tothe Haysrace, but Nemechek
wassick. Whider, Franklinand Stefan
areseniorsandMai andNemechek are
juniors.

The car took first placein the nov-
icecategory after completing 74 1aps.
Thiswasthethird year for therally.

As the students built the car to
match their plans, they said, they
found out that it was harder than it
seemed. They hadto searchfor batter-
iesthat would meet the specifications
and had problems finding the right
gear sprocketsto match their ratios.

Friedrichssaid thisisthefirst time
any of his students have done some-
thinglikethis. They startedtheproject
around the end of November, going
out and lining up sponsorsto hel p pay
for the car. They had raised about
$1,800 with $500 the biggest dona-

Jeremy Stefan, driving Goodland High School’s electric car (right),
maneuvered the race course at Hays on April 5 to take first place inthe  school students built the car.

Students build win

novice class after completing 74 laps. Stephan and five other high

Photos by Dennis Friedrichs
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ning electric car

tion.

“1 was pleased with their efforts,”
Friedrichssaid, “ goingout andgetting
sponsorsand their work onit.”

Theboysarestudentsin Friedrichs
Visual Communications 111 and IV
classes, which are technical classes
that deal with architectural and me-
chanical drafting, graphic arts and
problem solving. He said they drew

Tim Franklin, Jeremy Stefan, Kyle Whisler and Bryan Mai (left to right) posed April 5 in Hays by the electric
car which they built during a Visual Communications class at Goodland High School.

the design and built the car them-
selves.

Friedrichssaid heisalwayslooking
forthingstospark someinterestinhis
students.

“Whenyoudothesamethingsover
andover,” hesaid, “theyloseinterest.”

He said the team worked for three
days during their spring break to get
the car ready for the Haysrace.

Theraceisfor a single-person,
lightweight, aerodynamic, high effi-
ciency electric vehicle with three or
four wheels, powered by deep-cycle
|ead-acid battery packs. Theraceslast
an hour and thewinner isthe car that
completesthe most laps.

Bywinningat Hays, theteam quali-
fied for the state contest Saturday,
May 5, at Dodge City.

Interest-rate cut could save markets from slump

NEW YORK (AP) — The Federal
Reserve' sunexpectedinterest-ratecut
gaveWall Streetatriple-digitrally and
one of its strongest performances this
year. But thereal newsmay bethat the
bullsare re-emerging, optimists say.

A day after theDow Jonesindustrial
averagehaditsthird-biggest pointgain
ever, investors caught their breath and
locked in some profits. The Dow was

off 29 pointsto 10,586 inlate morning
trading today, while the tech-heavy
Nasdaq composite index was up 32
pointsto 2,112, itsthird straight day of
gans.

Wednesday’s performance has a
growing number of analystsbelieving
theworst may be over for the markets.

“While we may see some pullback
because thishas been such abig day, |

dothink thetrendisupwardfromhere,”
said Matt Brown, head of equity man-
agementat WilmingtonTrust.“ There's
astrongcorrel ation betweenaggressive
Fed action andimproved stock market
performance.”

Theoptimism comesdespiteexpec-
tationsthat corporateearningswill con-
tinueto beweak for monthsand aFed
statement Wednesday indicating it is

quite concerned about the economy.

Analysts say stocks will definitely
dideagain, but what'schangedistheir
confidence. They’ re more convinced
than ever that the stock market isstart-
ing toimprove.

TheFed said it was cutting ratesfor
thefourthtimethisyear becauseof “ris-
ing uncertainty about thebusinessout-
look,” among other concerns.

thecourthouseat Eighthand Caldwell,
in the afternoon and setting up a plat-
form with a sound speaker and alim-
ited number of chairs. They are plan-
ningtoask Dick Short, theschool board

See VIGNERY, Page 3

Teams
negotiate
contracts

Annual talks focus
on pay, safe schools

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

Negotiatingteamsfor the Goodland
School Board and teachers’ union met
oncelast week and again Tuesday, with
eachsideproposingitemsforthe2001-
2002 agreement, but the big issue —
pay — waitson the state L egislature.

Talk hascentered around annual sal-
ary increases, signing bonusesfor new
staff, keeping schools safe and prob-
lems with the scheduling of required
technology classesfor teachers.

Negotiators have found common
ground on minor issues, including ac-
cumulation of sick, personal and be-
reavement leave and the number of
yearsof experience anew teacher will
be paid for, but there are more impor-
tant topicsleft onthe plate.

Thesideshaven’ttouched salariesor
raises, waiting for theKansasL egisla-
tureto decideonaschool financepack-
age. The amount of state money the
Goodland district will get depends on
theeducationbill lawmakerssettleon,
but school official ssay nomatter what,
thedistrict will lose money because of
itsdeclining enrollment.

Thefour-member school boardteam
has proposed removing one step from
thedistrict’ssalary scale, freezing pay
for staff at that level and encouraging
teachersto get master’s degreestoin-
creasetheir pay.

Depending on years of experience,
staff at thetop level — which teachers
with abachelor’s degree reach when
they complete 45 credit hours — are
paid between $27,600 and $37,980 ¢
year.

Superintendent Marvin Selby, ¢
member of theboard’ steam, said drop-
pingthestepwill forceteacherstowork
towards the next level, which is e
master’ sdegree. That way, hesaid, staff
will take classesthat will help them in
the classroom.

Speaking for teachers, Mary
Porterfield, National Education Asso-
ciationof Goodland president and head
of theteachers' five-personteam, said
getting amaster’sisexpensiveandin-
convenient — considering the nearest
university ismorethantwohoursaway
— and doesn’t guarantee a better
teacher.

Shesaid staff has suggested thedis-
trict pay for tuition and traveling ex-
penses, bring classes to Goodland or
offer a $2,000 pay raise for teachers
who earn amaster’s.

“Therehasto be somereward to en-
ticepeople,” shesaid.

Theboard wantsto add anitem say-
ing the district can offer prospective
teachers a$2,000 signing bonus, hop-
ing to find qualified staff for hard-to-
fill spotsinmath, science, special edu-
cation and music. With a nationwide
teacher shortage, Selby said, Goodlanc
schools are competing with other dis-
trictsfor those spots.

Kathy Russell, head of the board's
negotiating team, said the district
would decidewhen to giveabonus—
not every new teacher wouldbeoffered
one— andit could be used for adown
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