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Saints and sinners: Rev engines for ‘Hour of Power’

Hisfirst congregation was composed of 75
automobiles. The church ad that week in the
OrangeCounty, Calif., newspaper wasateaser.

“Everyone who comeswill have a soft, up-
hol stered seat by an openwindow,” thead read.

It didn’t mention that the comfortable seat
would be the one in your own car or that the
pul pit wasthe sticky tarpaper roof ontop of the
refreshment stand at thedrive-intheater near the
SantaAnafreaway.

The year was 1955, and the Rev. Robert
Schuller was 29.

Today, at 75, Schuller nolonger hasto tease
to get people to come to church. He long ago
climbed down from his rooftop pulpit on the
drive-in’srefreshment stand - for whichhepaid
aweekly rental of $10. He now preachesfrom
the $25 million all-glass Crystal Cathedral,

which can be seen from the top of the Matter-
hornridein Disneyland three miles away.

Although 1,800 peoplecan sitinsidetheca-
thedral, Schuller haskept the drive-in concept
that started him on his successful ministry.
Hundredssitintheir carsinaparkinglot adja-
cent to the church and hear the service on their
car radios.

Millionsmoretuneintothecathedral’s" Hour
of Power” onTV.

Schuller still considersthe parking lot to be
oneof thekeystothechurch’sgrowth. Hesays
that when hischurchincreaseditsparkingfrom
700 spacesto 1,400 spaces at atimewhen 700
was “adequate,” attendance rose astronomi-
cally.

“‘ Adequate’ parking space meansroom for
everybody’scarsif you squeezeand maneuver
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andareready towaitinline,” hesays.“ Asmod-
ern Americans have become spoiled by easy
parking at shopping centers, they havebecome
moreand moreirritated by parking congestion
they find at their churches.”

Another of Schuller’s tips for ministers:
Don't be controversial on the pulpit. Contro-
versy, says Schuller, should be handled in a
classroom or small group setting where there

saints & sinners

can bedialogue. He al so quoteswith favor the
writer who says, “What distresses many
middle-class churchgoing familiesisthefeel-
ing that theminister isso preoccupiedwith‘the
plight of distant peopl€e’ that heignoresthe ur-
gent personal problems of his own parishio-
ners.”

Schuller also believes ministers don't pay
enough attention to the unchurched. When he
discovered there were 1,300 medical doctors
living in Orange County, Calif., where his
churchislocated, heinvitedthepresident of the
AmericanMedical Associationtopreachat his
pulpit.

Thenhewrotealetter toall thedoctorsinthe
community, inviting them to hear the AMA
president. Many came.

Schuller isalso critical of sermon titles he

believesaredirected at religious people.

Anexampleof agood sermontitle: “How tc
MakeaMarriageSucceed.” Helikesit because
itsoundsasif itisanarticlefromasecular maga-
zine, “but you can put plenty of the Bible anc
Christintoit.”

Schuller hashisshareof critics. Heisaccused
of preaching a“smooth successline, agospel
to thewhite upper-middle classes.”

Otherscharge him with being an admirer of
“thebeautiful, thesuccessful andthefabulously
wealthy.”

“It makesonewonder,” saysonecritic, “did
he ever hear of the Beatitudes?’

Noting that Schuller isamember of the Re-
formed (Calvinist) Church, onewriter remarks,
“1f Calvinwerealivetoday, hewouldturnover
inhisgrave.”

New study shows Amish groups thriving by keeping youth on the farm

By Jennifer Brown
Associated Press Writer

PHILADELPHIA — Amish com-
munities and other isolated religious
colonies are thriving by persuading
their childrento continuetheir largely
preindustrial ways and remain with
their churches, according to a new
study.

TheAmish, thelargest of four “Old
Order” groups examined, keep more
than 75 percent of their childreninthe
fold, according to the study.

Hutterites, thenation’soldest rigidly
communal Protestant order, persuade
morethan 95 percent of their young to
remain in the large agricultural com-
muneslocated mostly inthenorthwest-
ernUnited Statesand western Canada.

“Simply making babieswill not en-
sure growth,” said Don Krayhill, co-
author of the study. “ Children must be
persuaded to stay with the church as
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adults. Andthesurpriseisthatthey are.”

Resultsfromthe 10-year study have
been compiledinabook publishedthis
month, “On the Backroad to Heaven”
(JohnsHopkinsUniversity Press). Itis
billed asoneof themost extensivestud-
ies ever conducted of the Old Order
religiousgroups.

Kraybill, a sociologist at Messiah
Collegein Pennsylvaniaand co-author
Carl F. Bowman, a professor at
Bridgewater CollegeinVirginia, spent
time living among the groups, attend-
ing worship services and working be-
sidetheminbarns.

Thebelieversthey studied werethe
Amish, Hutterites, Old Order Menno-
nitesand strict Brethren. Thefirst such
groups settled in Pennsylvaniain the
early 1700s. These are traditionalist
branches of a broader movement that
traces its roots directly back to the
Anabaptistsof 16th century Europe.
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Thefour Old Order groups make up
afifth of the 550,000 adultsin the
nation’s Anabaptist-related churches,
the other four-fifths are Mennonites
and Brethrenwho arelargely indistin-
guishablefromtherest of society. Like
their cousinstheBaptists, boththestrict
and moderngroupsbaptizeonly youths
andadults. ButunlikeBaptists, they are
committed to pacifism and nonvio-
lence, refusingto serveaspoliceor sol-
diers.

OnereasonfortheOld Order groups
successinretainingyoung membersis
that these religious communities have
created an out-of -the-mainstream cul -
ture— with distinctivedress, customs
and sometimesevenlanguage—which
isdifficult for children to escape.

“It'sareal culture shock,” Krayhill
said.“Leavingisnotonly hard because
they would be so isolated from their
parents, friendsandfamily,it'salsolike

aforeign country.”

Except for the Brethren, all the
groups studied speak aGermanic dia-
lect for everyday life and in worship
services. Except for theBrethren, chil-
dren are separated from outsidersin
private schools, which typically end
after eighth grade.

Amish youth must join the church
before they can marry. Farmers pass
down property totheir childrenonly if
they remaininthechurch. Inaddition,
all but the Brethren shunmemberswho
leave.

Young peoplesociaizedintosucha
different cultural world* really haveno
other option,” an ex-Amishman was
quoted assaying in Kraybill’s book.

Buttoprosper, theAmish, Hutterites,
Old Order Mennonites and Brethren
have intertwined compromises with
restrictions. They allow technol ogy
that furthers growth — modern medi-

cine, for example— whileprohibiting
that whichthey believetearsthegroups
apart — television, radios and most
telephones.

Sometimes, Kraybill said, thosecan
appear conflicting to outsiders.

“Each group drawsalineinthe cul-
tural sand, and once drawn, it impacts
future decisions,” the authors wrote.
“Wasit electricity, the car, or thetele-
phone that would speed things up and
usher worldly influences into the
home?’

For example, the Hutterites live in
agricultural communes, with only the
leaders having contact with outsiders.
But they own million-dollar farmsus-
ing CB radios, telephones and fiber-
opticlinesto boost productivity.

The Old Order Mennonites allow
tractorsin thefields, but the machines
must have steel wheels so they cannot
beusedfor transportationonroads. The

Amish, who have probably the most
interaction with outsiders, forbid trac-
tors— possibly to hel p buttressthelast
barrier to the outside world, Krayhill
said.

The compromises and restrictions
havehad at | east oneresult: Thesefour
groupshavea most completely avoid-
ed societal maladiessuchasdrugabuse,
alcoholism, divorce and child abuse.

“1 think in many waysthey torment
mainstream Americans’ because they
seemtothrivewithout most of thecon-
veniences that mainstream culture re-
lieson, Kraybill said.

“We worry maybe they are really
happier than we are or maybethey re-
ally aredoing better socially and men-
tally thanweare.”
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