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commentary

from our viewpoint...

Getting a plan ready
for hoof-and-mouth

AmericanstockmenandU.S. official shavebeenwatchingasEurope
tearsapart itslivestock industry in afailing attempt to stop the spread
of hoof-and-mouth disease.

Itisafrightening prospect, but someexpertssay oddsarebetter than
even that theinfection will spread to the U.S. While so far it hasbeen
confined to Europe, it has spread to the continent from Britain despite
strict quarantineregulations.

Whiletherearevaccineswhich could prevent thedi sease, they present
adilemmatothelivestock industry. Tests used to screen animal smov-
ingtomarket or for breeding cannot di stingui sh between animal swhich
areinfected, and must be destroyed, and thosewhich have been vacci-
nated, but are healthy.

Asaresult, most countriesban useof thevaccine. Itisexpensiveand
in short supply, anyway, and it's likely that manufacturers could not
produce enough to stop the spread of the epidemic.

What will we do when the disease hits our shores?

It'slikely, that asin Europe, our livestock industry will be widely
disrupted by quarantines and destruction of thousands of head of in-
fected or suspicious stock. Livestock operators could face being un-
ableto move animalsto market — and even the compl ete destruction
of their herds.

While thefederal government has an overall plan to handle an epi-
demic should onebreak out here, only about half the stateshaveaplan
according to published reports. Officialsin those which don't have a
planwill have somefast thinking to do.

Whilequarantineregul ationsaresupposed tostop livestock diseases
from entering thiscountry, foot-and-mouth disease spreads so quickly
and easily that an innocent traveler could bring it home from Europe
without knowing. Foot bathsand thelikeset up at foreign airportsmay
or may not help prevent thiskind of spread.

We need to beready. If the disease does not makeit herethistime, it
will the next. Or some other dread livestock virus, maybe oneyet un-
known, will appear here. We could even be the victim of abiological
terrorist attack.

Whatever the cause, an outbreak could ruin the livestock business,
and the packing house and food business, in this country for years.
Unchecked, suchanevent could produceboth highfood pricesand even
adepression. It'sno minor matter.

We just cannot afford to drift along. We have to be ready. — Steve
Haynes
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Alfala field remlds me of speC|aI bunny

| thought of Bunsky the other day whilewatch-
ing somekidsfly their kites.

It wasn't thechildren or the kitesthat made me
think of the white rabbit that entered our livesal-
most asif hehad hopped out of LewisCarroll tale.

It wasthealfalfa

The children had gotten permission to fly their
kitesinafieldof freshspringafafa—bunny food,
wesitill call it around our house.

We were living the Monte Vista, Colo., across
thestreetfromafamily of Mexicannationals. They
were nice folks. However, except for the oldest
boy, wholed my daughter’sclassin highschoal, |
couldn’'t understand aword they said. The prob-
lem was mutual .

They spoke Spanish and | spoke English. We
communicated with afriendly wave on our way
towork and school each day.

One summer day, | returned home at dusk to
what appeared, seenin thetwilight, to beplastic
trash bags hopping all over the neighbors' lawn.
Closer inspection showed that there had been a
major bunny break.

They raised rabbits, you see. It took several
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® Open season

hoursand alot of running around by both families
to herd the rabbits back to wherethey bel onged.

Rabbits are fast and sneaky. They double back
between your legsasyou grab for them. It wasan
exciting evening, but we thought we had rounded
up al the stray hoppers.

Except for one.

Youngest daughter found atiny, bundle of fuzz
hiding in the back of our shed.

She took it across the street but the neighbors
refused to accept theerrant rabbit, handing it back
with asmile and awave of their hands.

That’show Bunsky cametolivewithus. Hecame
to beavery old rabbit, moving to Kansasand liv-
ingin Oberlin for several years.

Back when hewasyounger, hewouldrecall his

youth and skip out on us occasionally. We woulc
usually find him nibbling thefresh green alfafain
thefield behind our house.

| say he when | refer to Bunsky. We never did
determinewhether our pet wasmaleor female, but
sinceayoungrabbit’sfancy turnedtobunny breaks
each spring, and we never had more than one rab-
bit appear inthe cage after theseinterludes, | came
to the conclusion that Bunsky was aboy.

| tried to determine what he was when he was
young — just like my Daddy taught me.

Daddy always said that he determined whether
our kittenswere boysor girlsby checking the bot-
tomsof their feet. Hedutifully turned each pet over
andinspectedtheir bottomsand deliveredaverdict.

Hewasright almost half thetime.

All'l saw onBunsky when | turned him over was
white fur. White fur on his paws, white fur on his
tummy. Whitefur onhis... well you get theidea.

We enjoyed Bunsky and wemisshim, but we' re
not planning to replace him.

I’ vegot Daddy’smethod down pat and sofar I’ ve
got a 100 percent perfect record. I’'m not about to

try again.

More fun with Snowhlte and the Seven Dwarfs

Theflow of e-mailswith attachmentsincluding
the Snowhite and Seven Dwarfsvirushasslowed
down, but the problem continuesto exist.

A couple of therecent e-mails have comewith
error messages on top of the “hahaha@sexy-
fun.net” address, and have led to some detective
work totry to identify where they originated.

Onesuchmessagehadan* authenticationwarn-
ing” followed by an addressand even anumbered
| Paddress. Onahunch, wetyped* bluevalley.net”
onthe addresslinein our Internet browser.

What popped upwasthehomepagefortheBlue
Valley Telephone Co. in Home, Kan. Looking
down the page, we found that they were also an
Internet service provider.

Cdlingtheir office, | wasreferred to their tech-
nical support guy, whowasmorethan happy tohelp
me. He said he gets several of these messages a
month, andthat if they havetheinformationonthe
top of the message that | found, it can help iden-
tify wherethevirusishiding.

“1tell peopletoe-mail mejust thetop part of the
message,” hesaid. “| cantaketheinformationand
by tracking backwards, try tofind out whowason
line at that time and then contact them about the
problem.

“1 have found several thisway, and the people
usually don’t even know their system has been

Reforming

Weareonthebrink of arevol utionineducation.
Everywhere | see the unrest; the thrashing about
for something that can light our path. | seeitin
parentsand teachers, at universities, and on Capi-
tol Hill. Too many of our schools are failing to
producethekindsof humanbeingsthat meet acivi-
lized soci ety’ smost basi c definition of aneducated
person. Instead of scholarship and excitement,
thereisoften pessimism, defeatism, indifference,
violence and ignorance.

Every revolution needsavisionary — someone
withtheclarity andintelligencetocarry ustoward
anewway of thinking. Oftenvisionariesarepeople
who don't set out to berevolutionariesand infact
are quite unlikely leaders. Yet there they are,
changing theworld.

Suchisthe casewith Mel Levine.

He is a quirky, soft-spoken pediatrician who
livesonafarm near Chapel Hill, N.C. Any parent
or teacher deeply interested in learning disabili-
tiesprobably already knowsabout Mel Levine. But
hisideas about education encompassall kinds of
learners. In fact, that broad interest is at the core
of hisvision.

Schools must celebrate the diversity of minds
instead of attempting to fit all children into the
same mold, aphilosophy he hasjokingly dubbed
“neuro-developmental pluralism.”

Levine' sideas and his modest, common-sense
manner in presenting them have made him some-
thing of a cult hero in certain education and
parenting circles. He is a Rhodes scholar, a
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infected.”

A coupleof dayslater asecond one showed up
with asimilar message, but thisonewastied to a
server at* BrownRice.com.” Usingthesametech-
nique, | found that the Internet provider wasin
Taos, N.M.

When | calledtheir support number, thetechni-
cian told methat he had received numerouscalls
onthat e-mail. It seemsan Indiantribehad bought
aCD withthousands of e-mail addressesand was
attempting to send out news releases to them. It
appears either the CD had the virus on it or the
computer they put theCD inwasinfected, asit sent
theviruseverywhere.

“1 shut downtheir connection after | got about a
dozen calls,” he said. “1 think they told me they
were trying to send out 30,000 messages. | have
heard from dozens of people who got the news
releasein agarbled manner.”

Hetold mel wasthefirst caller hehad who said
the* hahaha’ viruswasal sobeing sent out withthe

newsrel eases.

| told him | had followed hisnameback to hisweb
site based on the error message on the top of the
sexyfun.net address. When | told him that, he said
hewould contact thetribeandtell themnot only not
tousetheCD, but to seeif their computer had been
infected.

Thereisnow agroup out tocombat thisvirus, and
they haveactually created aweb siteat sexyfun.net
where people can get help or information aboult
stopping thisfrom spreading.

Our best adviceiswhenyouget e-mailsthat have
attachments — be very careful. Unless you know
for surewho sent themessage, and that it wascom-
ing, donot openit. Thisistrueespecialyif it hasan
“.exe” or“.scr” at theend of thefilename.

Theseare executable programsthat can damage
your system.

If you think you have been attacked by avirus,
contact Norton at symantec.com or McAfee at
mcafee.com. Both of thesefirmssell good anti-vi-
rusprograms, and haveprogramsto clean out many
viruses oncethey haveinfected acomputer.

If you receive one of these “hahaha’ messages
that has something other than sexyfun.net as the
originating address, copy thetop of themessageand
e-mail it to nbetz@nwkansas.com so we can con-
tinueto help fight this obnoxiouslittlevirus.

educatlon Isn't a pipe dream

Harvard Medical School grad and a professor of
pediatricswho hasdevoted hislifeto understand-
ing how kidslearn. Hehas synthesi zed decades of
brainresearchto comeupwitheight typesof brain
functionand subcategorieswithineachfunction—
asort of neurological blueprint tolearning.

Thebeauty of thisblueprintisthatit allowsusto
go beyond such labelsasAttention Deficit Disor-
der, whichistoo vagueto guideateacher or parent
toward the appropriate remedy. Rather, Levine's
model zeroesin on the specific deficit under the
ADD umbrella. Not only doesthismeanthechild
ismorelikely to get thetargeted hel p he needs, but
the deficit itself getslabeled, not thekid.

Levine snonprofitinstitute, All Kindsof Minds,
has been attracting substantial support from such
sponsors as Charles Schwab, the Geraldine R.
Dodge Foundation and Michael Eisner, ashasthe
ingtitute’s teacher-training offshoot, Schools At-
tuned, which sends teachers back into the class-
roomwith concreteand often simpletool storeach
kidswhostrugglewithattention, memory, organi-
zation, or language— any number of weaknesses
that get intheway of learning.

Two weeksago, Levine sat on apanel with Sec-
retary of Education Rod Paige at a congressional
breakfast. Andthough hewouldrather retreat tohis
farmandtendto hisgeeseand donkeys, heisplung-
ingintopubliclife, looking at waysfor hisinstitute
to help shape America's education policies. He
knows heiswalking afinelineinthisrevolution.
He cannot alienate the Bush administration and
indeed wants to nurture its commitment to raise
educational standards. Yet L evineknowsthat high-
stakestesting ishardly the answer.

Last week, during aone-night stop in San Fran-
cisco, Levine sat down for aninterview. | wanteo
to know onething: hisconcept of theideal schoal.
Whenwefinished 90 minutesl|ater, | felt convinced
that transforming educationinAmericaisn’t apipe
dream. It can happen.

Next week: Theideal school.

Joan Ryanisa columnist for the San Francisco
Chronicle. Send comments to her in care of this
newspaper or send her e-mail at joanryan-
@sfgate.com.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and wel-
comes |etters from readers. L etters should be type-
written if possible, and should include a telephone
number and, most importantly, a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form letters
will be rejected, as will letters deemed to be of no
public interest or considered offensive. We reserve
theright to edit letters for length and good taste.




