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commentary

from other pens...

In dealing with budget,
Graves haunted by past

By John Hanna

Associated Press Writer
TOPEKA, Kan.— Sen. Tim Huel skamp opposestax increases, even
thoughGov. Bill Gravesinsiststhey’ retheright way tosolvethestate's

budget problems.

“Tax increasesarenot acceptabl esubstitutesfor fiscal management,”
Huelskamp says.

He'snot thefirst person to say it. Graves was— in his State of the
State address of January 2000.

“1 agreed with him back then,” Huelskamp, R-Fowler, said dryly.

WhenlegislatorsreconveneWednesday, their biggestjob—theonly
onethey absolutely must finish— will beto eliminate a$206 million
gap between appropriations they have aready approved and the rev-
enuesthe state expectsto collect in fiscal 2002, which begins July 1.

Republicansinthe Senatehaveexpressed doubtsatax increasewoul d
clear their chamber. Inthe House, GOPleadershaveflatly ruledit out.

Inhispushforataxincrease, Gravesishaunted by hisown past state-
mentsand actions.

The champion tax cutter who was re-elected in 1998 has morphed
into adefender of government programs.

Hecriticized House and Senate budget proposal slast week for rely-
ingtoo muchonmoney that wouldn’ t becollectedagaininfutureyears.

“1 don’'t think there'sany questionit’sreally easy inthisplaceto get
caughtinyour inconsistencies,” said Rep. Melvin Neufeld, R-Ingalls,
vice chairman of the House A ppropriations Committee.

Theholeinthebudget has sent legislators scrambling for solutions.
They can trim approved spending or find new sources of money.

They also can resort to some gimmicks.

OneHouseproposal istodelay paymentsfor aweek todoctors, clin-
ics and hospitals that provide medical servicesto the poor. It pushes
$10 million worth of paymentsout of fiscal 2002 and intofiscal 2003.

Both chambers call for tapping extra nursing home fund payments
fromthefederal government. L ast year, legislatorsput the money into
afundtostartaprograminJuly 1tohelp seniorsfacinghighdrug costs.

Graves says both budget planswould create disaster infiscal 2003.

Graves doesn’t oppose the manner in which legislators want to use
the extranursing home money, only how quickly they would spendiit.

Thebudget Graves proposedin January would have kept state com-
mitments to higher education and transportation. Even before he de-
livered his State of the State address, revenueswerefalling short of the
estimates upon which he based hisrecommendations.

“Hisown budget numberstanked,” said Rep. Rocky Nicholsof To-
peka, theranking Democrat onthe House A ppropriations Committee.

Gravestook officein January 1995 promising to commit himself to
goodfiscal management. Inhisfirst Stateof the State, hedeclared,“ An
essential element isagovernment willing to do morewith less.”

With the economy vibrant and revenue collections booming, taxes
were cut in 1996, 1997 and 1998.

Hevowed, in his1999 State of the State, to stay trueto that record.

“Many have speculated, with el ection to my final term asgovernor,
my commitment to the people of this state to reduce their tax burden
will wane,” he said. “It will not; it cannot; it must not. Taxes are too
high, and they must be reduced.”

Lastyear’s hecautioned against “ theeasy way out,” or reversingthe
progress made during hisadministration.

Thisyear, with the holein the budget, the economy softer, the push
for extra spending on public schools greater and the decisions more
difficult, Gravesarguesatax increaseisrequired.

Gravessaidif legislators were determined to approve proposals he
considers foolish, “There will be apoint in time where I’ ll probably
give them enough ropeto hang themselves.”

Graves may have already donethat very thing— to himself.

EDITOR SNOTE: Correspondent JohnHannahascovered Kansas
politicsand government since 1986.
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T BETTERNOT
TURN MY BACK...
THESE GUYsS

ARE ALL ALIKE.
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Flyboys freed! 1.2 billion Chinese to go

WastheTaiwan Straitsincident theugly Ameri-
canmeddlinginAsia? It all depends ontheword
meddling, and isthereaword between very sorry
and an apology?

Thisbig Chief intheWhite Teepee suredid the
right thing. He got the people home.

Hewas not dealing with somelittleolelady in
tennisshoesyou know! Whilethisnew and more
powerful Chinamay not betheold Stalinist com-
muni ststhey must think they areinthemiddleages.

It must be understood we are dealing with a
nation that aspiresto beanAsian superpower, but
it is one thing to save face among weaker Asian
nationsand another to beaworld power.

Itwouldbeahugemistaketolet Chinaclosethe
Taiwan Straits to world commerce. If that hap-
pened what would come next, the Gulf of Me-
xico—the Panama Canal ?

Even while the People’s Liberation Army of
Chinainterrogated Americanairmen, JiangZemin
wasin Cubatalkingtohispal Fidel. Now doesthat
sound like the all American Roy Rogers?

Would the great commissar, of Chinawin the
freedom award you say? Don't think so! They
engage in bellicose rhetoric and call the United
Statesapaper tiger, but they woulddo anythingto
get U.S. satellite systems.

Even more alarming, the Peopl€e’s Liberation
Army of Chinais not the only bear in the woods.
The nuclear corporations of Westinghouse Elec-
tric—Loral and Hughes foam at the mouth over
the export of the very technology that U.S. tax-
payer money helped develop.

Thetruthisthey both holdthesameindifference
toafreesociety, that aninter-city politician hasfor
a balanced budget. Today there seemsto be an
arroganceof biggovernment and bigger corpora-
tionswho have no national flags. It'sall wewant
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isyour money. Wonder who they would sidewith
if there was awar? That's easy, just follow the
money, trade Old Glory for $1 coffee mugs!

Well theUnited Statesisnot theorgangrinder’s
monkey. Maybe since these great all American
paradigms of capitalism are nervousasacat on a
tinroof over thedowning of an American surveil-
lance plane they should go talk to their comrade
Jiang Zemin. Oh well, sinceit’s all about FREE
TRADE, solet’ssell new generation destroyersto
Taiwan. Doyou supposethe People'sRepublic of
Chinawould quit exporting 85 percent of their
Donald Duck surplusesto the good ole U.S.A. if
we did? Don't think so! Then there isthe little
matter of 15,000 Chinese studentsin our univer-
sities.

This most paramount leader from China, has
another problem, he has nearly one billion
(900,000,000) people who livein fear of famine
more than aknock on the door. Chinawill never
be ableto feed their own people without imports.
It has 25 percent of the people but 7 percent of the
arableland.

Infactif they produced missileslikethey dofood
Jiang couldn’t invade Cuba. China, thevery ori-
gin of soybeans, right now needsall the soybeans
thegreat Americanfarm belt can producebut show
ustheexports. They buy themfromtheother guy.

ThereisnotanationinAsiathat doesn’'t havea
powerful ethnic Chinese population. They may

havefled Chinabecausethey are often Christians.
Most of these refugee from mainline China, holc
important positionsintheseAsianautocracies, too.
Itis“giveussecurity wewill giveyou money.” In
fact if mainland Chinahad all the money of ethnic
Chineseback...they would not need our $100,000,-
000,000 ($100trillion) incapital flows(hedgefund
money from U.S. banks). They could build their
factorieswith their own money.

It'stimeto wake up and smell theroses.

Thingsarereally amess. Theold economy isback
manufacturingand agricultureiswhat makesagrest
nation. The stock market isin the tank, foot anc
mouth iseverywhere. Gas may be $2 agallon this
summer. Solet’splant morecornfor global warm-
ing, (corn soaks up tons of carbon dioxide). Drill
for oil and gasin Kansas, Texasand Alaska. Drill,
drill, soon and often. Deploy themissileshield. It
may not work but we better try. We can’t put the
generation ex-ersontheground with someonethat
has nothing to lose.

It might even beaworkablefarm-food policy too.
Higher commoadity (farm) prices would not bethe
end of civilization asweknow it. Hook up the ba-
loney meter, thesefancy guysfromthe Department
of Agriculture want to peg farmersincome to the
five-year-old 1996income. They call itincomeav-
eraging, butwealready haveincomeaveraging. It's
asubsidy to the Federal All Risk crop insurance
agents.

Use the Department of Agriculture money tc
subsidizethemsomemore. Let’ssubsidizethefree
food pentagon (five biggest food processors), too.
Somecall them farm subsidies, but the free-food-
complex would tear Capital Hill down brick by
brick if Congress ever took away the money.
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Presidential appointment needs a fix

You can blameit on Linda Chavez, the Florida
recount or the FBI, but the fact is, nearly three
monthsafter President Bush'sinauguration, hardly
anyoneisat work in his sub-Cabinet.

AtthePentagon, forinstance, Defense Secretary
Donald Rumsfeldisinplacea ongwith hisdeputy,
Paul Wolfowitz. Eight other top official shavebeen
named, but none has been confirmed by the Sen-
ate, sothey can’treally function. And 37 other posts
remain unfilled.

Rumsfeld, aidessay, isfrustrated. Thesamecan
be said of Health and Human Services Secretary
Tommy Thompson, whoishome aloneat thetop
of hisdepartment. Six of histop aides have been
selected, but only threehavebeen officially nomi-
nated, and none has been confirmed.

Infact, at nine out of 14 Cabinet departments,
only thesecretary isin place. The exceptions, be-
sidesDefense, arethedepartmentsof State, L abor,
Treasury and Veterans' Affairs.

As of last Friday, according to the Brookings
Institution’s Presidential Appointee Initiative, of
the 487 Senate-confirmablepostsBush hastofill,
only 29 havebeenfilled by confirmation, 31 more
have had peoplenominated and 94 havehad people
named but not officially nominated.

Actually, according to Brookings scholar Paul
Light, director of PAl, Bush personnel chief Clay
Johnson claimsthat 300 of the 487 have been se-
lected by the President but haven’ t beenannounced
yet.

If that'strue, Light said, thiswould be“amod-
ernrecordfor presidential signoff.” Still, it seems
totakeforever for anew president tofill hisgov-
ernment (ninemonthson average), andthetimeis
getting longer.

After 84 daysinoffice, whichBushreached|ast
Friday, President Ronald Reagan had nominated
112 officialsand 72 had been confirmed in 1981.
By that same period in 1993, President Bill Clin-
ton had nominated 70 officials and 42 had been
confirmed. Light doesn’'t havefiguresfor Bush's
father.

However, the 37-day Florida recount slowed
down GeorgeW. Bush'stransition process. Com-
paring hisrecord 124 days after becoming presi-
dent-elect, Bush's 60 nominations and 29 confir-
mations nearly tie Reagan’s 58 nominations and
38confirmations, and outstripsClinton’s35nomi-
nations and 26 confirmations.
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Clinton wasnotoriousfor hisinability to make
decisionsandfor theinefficiency of hisfirst-term
White House. Most scholarsrate Reagan’sasthe
best recent transition. So Bush isnot doing badly
by comparison.

What's more, Light noted, he's been handi-
capped by the FBI’s “tightening up” after being
“embarrassed” by the media' s (not its) discovery
that Bush’s original choice for Labor secretary,
LindaChavez, hademployedanillegal immigrant.

Thefundamental factisthat theentirepresiden-
tial appointment and nomination systemisclogged
by bureaucraticbottlenecks, duplicativeandintru-
siveforms and, ultimately, Senate delaysin pro-
€essing nominations.

Nominees are required to fill out four sets of
forms— aWhite House personal data question-
naire, the excruciating standard form 86 used for
FBI security clearances, the Officeof Government
Ethicsfinancial disclosure report, and a separate
form required by Senate committees.

Regardlessof whether appointeeswill haveac-
cessto national security information, form 86 re-
quires them to list al the jobs they’ ve held and
places they’ve lived over the past 15 years, pro-
vide the name, address and phone number of an
acquaintance from every educational institution
they’ ve attended since high school, and even the
whereabouts of ex-spouses.

Inthe computer age, form 86 must befilled out
by hand or typewriter. Then it takes the FBI an
average of 40 daysto completefull field investi-
gationson nominees, Light said. Senate commit-
tees receive raw reports from the FBI, but then
demand their own forms, whose questions vary
only dlightly fromthe FBI’s.

According to Light, having been cleared for
government serviceinthepast actually lengthens
thedelay becausetheFBI and Senatestaffersspend
hourscomparingformsinsearch of discrepancies.

“The perfect nominee is someonewith nollife,
nointerests, nohistory,” Light explained, “ maybe

anorphanwho never married and never worked —
an assetlesscipher.”

Thistedioussystem hasbeenthesubject of at | east
nine major reform studies since 1985. Yet, the
length of time required to process nominees has
grown with each new administration.

Brookings' latest study, headed by former Sen.
Nancy Kassebaum Baker, R-Kan., and former
WhiteHousebudget director Franklin Raines, rec-
ommendssimplifyingforms, limiting FBI investi-
gationsto security needs, reducing the number of
appointments a president makes, reviewing the
multiple sets of ethicsrules governing appointees
and shortening the Senate confirmation process.

At ahearing earlier thismonth, Senate Govern-
mental AffairsChairmanFred Thompson, R-Tenn.,
promised that, this time, the system will be re-
formed. We'll see.

Morton Kondracke is executive editor of Roll
Call, the newspaper of Capitol Hill.

berry’'s world

WWW.COMICS,com

© 2001 by NEA, Inc.

" PARTENPER, T'LL HAVE ANCTHER
GLASS OF \CE WATER WITH A DASH
R 0




