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Communications technology students (left to right) Levi Turner, Brad Zerr, Tyson Sanders, Chris Metcalf and
Kyle Grandy looked at a racquetball court this morning in the new student fithess center of the Northwest

Kansas Technical College in Goodland.

Photo by Janet Craft/The Goodland Daily News

Fitness center to have opening

FITNESS, from Page 1

day.

Keirns said the hours may change
afterthecenter hasbeeninoperationfor
awhile. Hesaidthecollegeneedstoget
afeel for what isneeded to providethe
greatest benefit to studentsand staff.

Atthispoint, Keirnssaid, thecenter
will only beopento studentsand staff.
Hesaid it could be open to the public
inthefuture.

“That issubject to changeinthefu-
ture,” hesaid.

Keirnssaid all the expensesare not
inyet, but he estimated the center will
end up costing the college $900,000
plustobuild. Thecollegeispayingfor
the center with money it’s saved over
theyears, hesaid.

A $50feeischarged to each student
who enters the college, Keirns said,
which will be used to operate the fit-
ness center.

Keirnssaid work onthe center isin
the windup stages.

He said Tiede Construction from
Goodland is leveling the dirt and the
clock isto beinstalled today. In addi-
tion, he said, the fitness equipment is
to be here on Thursday.

After the ground isleveled, Keirns
said, work will start assoonaspossible
on putting in the underground sprin-
klers, planting grass seed and land-

scaping.

Day care center being discussed

DAY CARE, from Page 1

pital should subsidize thisin its un-
stablefinancial condition, suggesting
anindependent group beestablishedto
handlethe center.

Penny Nemecheck, executivesecre-
tary, reported at the previous board
meeting on the status of the day care
grant the hospital applied for.

She said the state Department of
Social and Rehabilitation Serviceshas
a special day care fund and was sur-
prised when they called in January
about thegrant. A few weekslater, she
said, shereceived notification that the
center had received $43,268.

Nemecheck saidthey havelooked at
several locations, and are considering
the former Victory Baptist Church
building near North School.

Board member Steve Evert said the

owner of thebuildingwasinterestedin
seeing the day care center established
and waswondering what the status of
the project was.

Dr. Greg Bongers, board member,
said theday carecenter isneeded, and
that hiswifeisunableto do thingsshe
isaskedtodobecausethereisnot aday
care center available.

“1 believewemustfindaway tohelp
dothis,andweareinapositiontotake
stepsforward,” Dr. Bongers said. “If
we want good young people we need
tofind away to offer day care.”

“Wehaveacceptedthegrant, butif it
isassignablel can seesetting up anon-
profitgroupforthis,” said PeteWhalen,
board member and attorney. “1 believe
weneedtokeeptheliability away from
the hospital or other entities.”

“l amafraidthiswill witheronthevine”
Bongerssaid, “| don'twanttoletthisdip

by. Liability isjust sort of anexcuse.”

Whalen suggested there be a com-
mitteeto explorethepossibility of put-
ting such agroup together and to con-
tact thecity, school district and county.

Dale Schields, director of human
resources, toldtheboarditisanimpor-
tant issue.

“Wearelosing good employeesbe-
cause of this,” hesaid“anditisone of
the things we face in trying to recruit
new employees.”

Mary AnnElliott, department headfor
Rural Health Ventures, said she agreed
itwouldbeagood stepforward, andthat
the22to 28 childrentheday care center
could handlewasagood tart.

Whalen, Schields, BongersandElliott
were named as the hospital representa-
tivesto make contact with othersto ex-
plore the devel opment of a non-profit
group to handlethe day care project.

Equipment to be replaced

HOSPITAL, from Page 1

figured.

Laue also noted that the figuresin-
clude the loss of $12,864 for the sale
of the Chevrolet Tahoe suburban,
which was costing the hospital addi-
tional money. Thehospital wasleasing
the truck and lost money when they
soldit.

Laue's notes said that the hospital
has received a check for $2,800 from
Chaddic aspayment for acomputer he
kept.

“Thefiguresshow aloss, but it was
not as bad as the figures indicate,”
Laue' s written report said. Laue was
absent and Dale Schields, director of
human resources, substituted as man-
agement team leader.

Schields told the board the hos-
pital’smammography machinefailed
acertification test, and could not be
used. He said a mobile service com-
pany from Colorado will be coming
Friday and Saturday, May 4 and 5 to
handl e the 50 mammograms already
backed up.

After discussion, theboard votedto

buy or lease a new mammography
machine.

Board member Pete Whalen asked
how many of the tests are done on a
weekly basis. Schieldsand Mary Ann
Elliott, members of the management
team, said thehospital averagesabout
25 per week.

Replacement of the equipment
would be between $50,000 and
$87,000, Schields said. He told the
board new equi pment woul d behigher
priced, but that it might be possibleto
purchase a demonstrator model for
less.

Board member Larry McCants
asked how much the hospital charges
for amammogram. Schieldssaid they
chargeabout $150, which coversall the
costs.

Whalen made amotion for the hos-
pital to purchase or |lease anew mam-
mography unit assoonaspossible. The
motion passed with M cCantsabstain-
ing because of a possible conflict of
interestif thehospital |easestheequip-
ment.

Elliott, who is managing the Rural
Health Ventures clinic, said she has

spent most of the past month working
on collections and getting statements
out.

Shetold the board thereisaneed tc
havetheoperationlooked at by an out-
side firm to make recommendations
for improvement.

“The paper flow seems tough to
track,” shesaid, “andanoutsidegroup
could give usabetter ideaof what we
need to do to improve.”

She estimated such areview would
cost about $15,000. The board sug-
gested putting adecision off until the
new administrator has a chance to be
involved.

Elliott reportedthat theefforttoal-
low Dr. David Younger to open an of -
ficeisstill awaiting aninsurance cer-
tificateand licensing by the Board of
Healing Arts. She said they are hop-
ing to have this completed in May to
allow Younger to begin seeing pa-
tients.

The next regular meeting will be
6:30 p.m., Monday, June4. Theboard
expectsto hold aspecial meeting with
Jolly to look at the future direction of
the hospital.

Governor says adjustments a must

TOPEKA, from Page 1

not ruleout trying toraisewagesof the
workers, adding, “Wehear their cries.”

On Tuesday, Gov. Bill Gravestold
legidlators that “ adjustments must be
made” and recommended $117.6 mil-
lionintaxincreasestohelpfill thebud-
get hole.

Graves proposed raising the state
salestax from 4.9 percent to 5.1 per-
cent; adding 10 cents to the per-pack
price of cigarettes; and imposing
higher taxes on some insurance com-
panies and on the wealth inherited by
non-blood relatives.

Thechangeswoul dtakeeffect when
the state’ snew fiscal year begins July
1

Coupled with other steps, such as
morevigorouscollection of delinquent
taxes, Graves plan would raise more
than enough money to close the bud-
get gap.

Thefresh revenuewould also boost
aid to public schools by $60 million
above the $67 million increase in
spending already approved, andwould
put nearly $10.8 million extrainto the
budget for higher education.

“Regardless of past policy deci-
sions, whenrevenuesarelessthanpro-
jected, adjustments must be made —

Bush warns China to be careful with Taiwan

WASHINGTON — President Bush
said today that U.S. military forceis
“certainly anoption” if Chinainvades
Taiwan.

Thepresident al so cautioned Taiwan
not to provoke an attack by declaring
independencefrom Beijing. *‘ | would
certainly hope that Taiwan would not
dosuchathing,” Bushsaidinaninter-
view with The Associated Press.

And the president said he believes
the United Statesand Chinawill work
out their differences peacefully. **I
believe the difficulties can be re-
solved,” hesaid.

Bush spoke on the heels of China's
detention of 24 U.S. airmen and his
decisionto sell armsto Taiwan.

Hisremarkson Taiwan werean un-
usually bluntwarningto Chinathat the
United Statesiswillingtouseitsmili-

tary might to uphold the 1979 Taiwan
RelationsAct. That law requiresWash-
ington to provide Taiwan with *“ such
defensearticlesand defenseservices...
asmay be necessary to enable Taiwan
to maintain a sufficient self-defense
capability.”

China considers Taiwan a break-
away province that must be reunited
with themainland.

For decades, U.S. administrations
havebeen purposely vagueonwhether
theUnited Stateswould actually goto
war with China over Taiwan, as op-
posed to arming Taiwan well enough
to enabletheisland to defend itself.

Bush, who promised a more plain-
speaking foreign policy during the
2000 campaign, didn’t mince words
when asked if he was willing to use
military force if China attacked Tai-
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wan. " It'scertainly anoption,” hesaid.

He did not directly respond when
asked if his position would changein
the event that Taiwan declares inde-
pendence.

“1 will certainly hope that Taiwan
would not do such. Our policy isaone-
China policy — that the two nations
canresolvetheir disputespeacefully,”
Bushsaid. “ Andweneedtowork with
theTaiwanesesothat doesnot occur—

the breach of the one-Chinapolicy.”

Asked again if military forceisan
option, Bush said, “It’s certainly an
option. ... The Chinese havegot to un-
derstand that is clearly an option.”

In an interview broadcast earlier in
the day on ABC’s ** Good Morning
America,”’ Bushwasaskedif theUnited
States has an obligation to defend Tai-
wan. ‘' Yes, wedo, and the Chinesemust
understand that,” he said.

It's time 'tb speak the truth.’
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itisthat ssimple,” Gravessaidin alet-
ter tolegidlators.

But many legislatorswereskeptical
of hisproposals.

“It's obviously along waysfrom a
current resources budget,” Wilk said.
“Our work hasbeen and will continue
tobefocused on current resourcesand
putting together abudget withinthose
constraints.”

Graves outlined his proposals one
day after Wilk’s committee produced
itsownbudget-fixing plan, which does
not include atax increase.

Thegovernor noted that taxeswere
cut dramatically during hisfirst term
inoffice.

“To annually recapture asmall part
of that to ensure fiscal soundnessand
important services to Kansansis not
unreasonable,” Graveswrote.

Atanewsconference, Budget Direc-
tor Duane Goossen stressed theideas
Graves borrowed from competing
budget-fixing plans drawn up by the

House Appropriations and Senate
Waysand Means committees, such as
stepping up the collection of delin-
guent taxes.

“ A good share of what thegovernor
is proposing is already in one or the
other, the House or Senate plan,”
Goossen said.

SenatePresident DaveKerr agreed.
The Senateplanincludesthesame$10
million increase in insurance taxes,
whichKerrand other senatorsview as
acorrection of aflaw.

But Kerr, R-Hutchinson, added:
“1"m hopeful wedon'’t haveto do any-
thing that raisesageneral tax.”

HouseRepublicanscontinuedtoin-
sist that no tax increasewill passtheir
chamber.

“They’re not in the mood to raise
taxes under any circumstances,” saic
Rep. Doug Mays, R-Topeka.

Democratsbelieveatax increaseis
possible, but they wouldn’'t commit to
the Graves plan.

two feet.

Wendy’s Athletes of the Week are Goodland High School track
members. Rachael Hagerman and Jayci Stone. Hagerman took
firsts in both the high hurdles and the 300m hurdles to go with a
second place leap in the long jump a Holcomb. The high hurdle
victory was the second consecutive meet she won. Stone took
first in the pole vault, out vaulting her closest competitor by over
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