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Kansas hero has first public appearance at Statehouse

TOPEKA (AP) — Lt. j.g. Jeff
Vignery fought tokeepaNavy surveil-
lance plane from crashing after it was
struck by a Chinese fighter, the pilot
told a Statehouse news conferenceto-
day, but said hedoesn’t consider him-
self ahero.

Vignery said he and another Navy
pilot wereat the controlsof the EP-3E
turboprop when it was struck April 1
over the South ChinaSeaandforcedto
land on Hainan island.

The 24 crew members were de-
tained 11 daysby the Chinese govern-
ment.

“We're not heroes. We were just
doing our jobs,” he said today. “The
real heroes are the American people
who supported us.”

Hiscommentscameduring hisfirst

public appearancein Kansassincethe
crew memberswerereleased. Hewas
at the Statehouseto be honored by the
Houseand meetwithGov. Bill Graves,
who presented him with a state flag
flownin hishonor.

Vignery, 27, grew up in Goodland,
whereresidents are planning ahome-
comingcelebrationforhimMay 5. He
joined the Navy in May 1997.

During anewsconference, Vignery
recounted the harrowing minutes af -
ter the F-8 fighter buzzed the plane
and then collided with it, clipping a
propeller and knocking off its nose
cone.

The plane plummeted about 7,500
feet in about 45 seconds beforethe pi-
lotsmanagedtostraightenit out. They
landed about 20-30 minutes later, he

Vlgnery said theplanerolledinto a
130-degree angle bank and plunged
downwardasheandtheother pilot, Lt.
Shane Osborne, fought to regain con-
trol.

“My thought was | really couldn’t
believethiswashappening,” Vignery
said. “1 looked at Lt. Osborne ... his
eyeswerebig. I’m sure my eyeswere
about to pop out of my head also.”

Vignery said the experience hasn't

changed hismind about wantingtostay
inthe Navy or continuing tofly.

“Ever since | can remember, |
wantedtofly planes,” hesaid.“ I’ mliv-
ing my dreams. I’ m excited about get-
ting back upinaplane.”

Vignery said hewill report back to
his squadron in mid-May. In the
meanti me, heplansto spendtimewith
friends and family in Goodland and
Dodge City and maybe get in some
fishing.

Goodland native honored for bravery

VIGNERY, from Page 1

Officer’sTraining Corpsin college.
Butfirst, Jeff and hisfamily spentthe
morning in the Statehouse, shaking
handswith officialsand talking to re-
porters.
Gary Deeter, Morrison’s secretary,
saidtheVignerysarrivedat8a.m., talk-

ingwith newsandtelevisionreporters
for about 45 minutes before meeting
with Gov. Graves. He said the gover-
nor presented astateflag, flowninthe
pilot’shonor, to Jeff and Julieand vis-
ited with the family.

Dester saidtheresolution, honoring
Vignery for hisbravery and dedication,
was presented on the House floor,
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where Jeff talked briefly.

After the presentation, Rep. Mor-
rison called the ceremony “impres-
sive.” Hewasmoved by Jeff’ sspeech
and the family’s closeness, he said,
noting that tears streamed down Judi
Vignery'sfacewhile her son spoke.

Judi Vignery said her son is taken
aback by all theattentionand accolades
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heisreceiving.

“He'sjust in awe,” she said. “He's
going, ‘1 was just doing my job.” He
doesn’'t think he'sdeserving of it all.”

Check out the
garage sales on page 6.

Combined ratesare
availableto feature your servicesin the
Daily and The Country Advocate.

NEW SERVICE:

the reaction
you' |l get!

Ask for full color on
your next ad and see

The Goodland Daily News

408 W. 11th Street, Goodland,

# 2,500 sq. ft., newly remodeled, 4 bed-
room home-1 nursery ready. Bathroom/
>~ whirlpool tub, new carpet downstairs, re-
tored hard wood floors, ceramic tile in
kitchen, built in trash compactor, dish-
washer & garbage disposal. Large front porch, wooden deck on back, single car
detached garage & a work shop. $79,000. Call Now (785) 899-6888.
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Pro-LINE INC.

* Liquid Fertilizer
* Chemicals
* Custom Applications

GoobLanD, KaN.

Office (785) 899-2851 + Lee lhrig (785) 821-2103 « Lance lhrig (785) 821-3605

Call for the
best pricesin town!!

INSURANCE THAT PAYS YOU

when you are hospitalized...
Hazel R. Estes, Agent

Goodland, Kan. 67735
(785) 899-2378 « Fax: (785) 899-2370
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FARM BUREAU RNANCIAL SERVICES
Manhattan Regional Office, Manbattan, Kansas
Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company,

1610 Main

West Des Moines, lowa

1216 Main
sl GOoOdland, Kan.
(785) 899-2340

8-12 Mon.-Sat. or by appointment

Services we do:

+ We work on all small engines, lawn mowers, chainsaws, & String Trimmers

+ We mow lawns
» We powerake & aerate lawns

+ We sell parts for small engines and lawn mowers

» We fertilize lawns

+» We sell Honda Power Equipment

» Mowers - Roto Tillers - Generators

+» We sell Shindaiw

+ Chain Saws & String Trimmers

+» We sell New Engines for Lawn
Mowers, Roto Tillers, etc.

« Fertilizer is purchased from us, we apply it FREE

Remember we SERVICE what we sell!

Koyl

ROYAL OIL COMPANY

FT. WORTH, TEXAS

1/800-332-1926

SERVING OUR CUSTOMERS SINCE 1926
HEAVY DUTY LUBRICANTS - {NDUSTRIAL ROOF COATINGS

Wayne Luckert
502 Co. Rd. L * Brewster, Kan. 67732 « (785) 694-2755

SHELTER

INSURANCE

We'll always be there for you.
LIFE - HOME - CAR -

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553
Home: (785) 899-3974
www.shelterinsurance.com

www.shelterinsurance.com

FARM - BUSINESS

NOW

OPEN!

(785) 899-9260
(785) 899-9249 (fax)

Hayden Chiropractic & Wellness Center

Arin J. Hayden D.C.
Judy Hayden,

BEP 1|

1015 Main Street
Goodland, Kan. 67735

Have you heard
about the
800 Ib. Gorilla?

Call Doug or Eric
for details!
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Call (785) 899-2338
for information.

With monthly costs

$16.50 per month!

nwkansas.com

Your local internet service provider
with connections in Goodland.

as low as

Rhonda Sieck

Independent Kitchen Consultant for
The Pampered Chef

For information on booking a kitchen
show, catalog show,
bridal or fund raiser.
Contact

Rhonda Sieck at
(785) 899-5810.
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