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commentary
from other pens...
Jacqueline Kennedy
and the White House

By Lawrence L. Knutson

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — “I want to make thisagrand house.”

With those words, spoken shortly after her husband's inauguration as
president, JacquelineK ennedy setinmotionaninvestmentinWhiteHouse
history that isstill paying dividendsfour decades|ater.

“Young and energetic, with asense of stylethat captured the attention
of the nation, Jacqueline K ennedy took a hands-on approach to changes
inthe house,” writesWhite House curator Betty C. Monkman in her re-
cent, lavishly illustrated history of White House furnishings.

The new first lady organized the elegant reshaping of the stiff, hotel-
likeinteriorsof theold mansion, then caught the public’'sadmiring atten-
tion with her televised tour of what had been accomplished.

TheWhite House Historical Association, the nonprofit institution she
founded, carries on thewaork. It isamajor source of funding for restora-
tion, theacquiring of antiquesand artimportant totheWhiteHousestory.

Hugh Sidey, now theassociation’schairman but then White Housecor-
respondent for Timemagazine, remembersMrs. Kennedy looking out from
the Truman Bal cony with itsunmatched view down the South Lawn and
out to the Jefferson Memorial.

“ Sheexplained shewanted to maketheplacealiving museumthat woul d
highlight American history and display thedevel opment of artinAmerica,”
Sidey said.

All of thisrepresented a break with the past. In the spring of 1882, 24
wagon loads of discarded presidential trappingsweretrundled out of the
White House and sold to the highest bidder.

“Thesaeisworthy of the attention of personsdesiring souvenirs,” the
auctioneer advertised, noting many of theitemswere*“very antique.”

Inanerafar more protective of the past, theauctioneer’sgavel islikely
tofall onthesaeof artifactsreturning to theWhite House collections.

That’sanaccomplishment dueinlarge part totheWhite HouseHistori-
cal Associationanditsfinancial arms, includingtheWhiteHouse Endow-
ment which paysthe basic costs of White House redecoration.

Founded in November 1961, at Mrs. Kennedy's request, the associa-
tion generatesastream of revenue based on donations, book salesand the
seasonal sale of popular White House Christmas ornaments.

Themoney hascovered expensesfor whichnotax dollarsareavailable.

Thelistincludespurchaseof art, antiquefurniture, replacement of worn
carpets, redecoration of the Blueand Red roomsand last year' spurchase
of anew set of chinato commemorate the mansion’s 200th anniversary.

A current projectinvolvesrefurbishing of somechandeliersandlanterns.

Publication of the guidebook isthe association’s founding moment.

Thefirst lady believed the story should be availableto the hundreds of
thousandswho visit the White House each year.

“Inal truth, shewaseditor of thebook,” saysRobert Breeden, whowas
then on the staff of the National Geographic Magazine, whichillustrated
and published theguide. “ She selected thetypeface, determined subjects
for photos, read every proof and made comments.”

Themagazineborrowed acity firetruck and shot the North Front of the
White House from the top of its 90-foot ladder to get the cover shot Mrs.
Kennedy wanted, says Breeden, the association’s director emeritus.

Neil Horstman, the association’s president, notesthebook isnow inits
20th edition and has sold more than 8 million copies over 40 years.

Horstman chartsan ambitiousfuture, centering ontelling the stories of
White House history in exhibits, books, seminars, videos, a partnership
with Schol astic magazine and through arapidly expandingWeb site.

Sidey says consideration is being given to founding a history prize,
underwriting atelevision seriesand celebrating next year'scentennial of
theWest Wing asthe quarters of the presidential staff.

“TheWhite House has been astagefor the biggest events of American
history for 200 years,” Sidey said. “ There arewonderful storiestotell.”

EDITOR SNOTE—LawrenceL. KnutsonhascoveredtheWhiteHouse,
Congress and Washington's history for morethan 30 years.
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TEACHERS AND NURSES

Say what you mean; mean what you say. Write
what you know. If in doubt, leaveit out.

Thoseareafew of therulesof goodwriting.And,
onmost writers, bookshelvesisacopy of Roget’s
Thesaurus. For most professional writers, Roget
is an emergency source to help us overcome
writer’s block. Most households also probably
haveat | east one copy of that book. Many useitto
help them solve crossword puzzles. But many
other people useit asadangerouswriting crutch.

In another maxim, alittle knowledge is adan-
gerousthing. A littleknowledge, dangerously in-
completeknowledge, isexactly what Roget gives
hisreaders.

In thismonth’s Atlantic Monthly, Simon Win-
chester writesthat Peter Mark Roget’s book isa
hazard to the English language.

Reading Winchester’s article, “Word Imper-
fect,” reminded me of agirl who lived down the
hall from mein college. | could alwaystell when
shehad apaper duebecause shewoul d borrow my
copy of Roget’s Thesaurus.

When | asked her why shewanted thebook, she
said shewanted to sound moreeducated. | nstead,
she often sounded pretentiousor just plain laugh-
able. Thewordsshegrabbed out of Rogetinorder
to “sound educated” weren't exactly what she
meant to say or they were wordsthat no one else
knew. Sheprobably didn’t know them, either. If it
waslistedinRoget, sheprobably believedtheword
she used was acceptable. But even if she used
wordsthat had theright meaning, writingover your
readers, heads destroysthe purpose of your writ-
ing, whichiscommunication.

My friend’ sexperiencepointsout thethesaurus,
great weakness. Roget’swork doesnot definethe
termsthat he calls synonymous. Sometimesthey

roxie
yonkey

star tracks

areanear synonym. The definitionswereleft out
because Roget was abrilliant man and he did not
need definitionsto tell him aword’smeaning.

He may not have needed definitionsto teach us
the shades of meaning between hissynonymsand
near-synonyms, butwedo. TheEnglishlanguage's
millionsof wordsarerichwith shadesof meaning.
When writers use unfamiliar words, they either
display their ownignoranceor they losetheir con-
fused audience.

My collegefriendisn’t theonly personto abuse
Roget. Winchester citesastudent who “ attempted
toimprovethephraseHisearthly fingers, withHis
chthonic digits.,”

My on-line dictionary doesn't list “chthonic,”
whichisagood signthat nowriter should usethat
word. Webster's New Collegiate Dictionary de-
finesthewordas” earth” withasynonymashumble
and antonym asinfernal (asin hellish).

Obviously, thisstudent really didn’t know what
he was writing. He likely just wanted to “sound
educated.”

This student — and my friend — were saying
what they thought they meant, but who can tell?
They certainly weren’'t communicating well.

They should havepaidattentiontothemaxim* I
indoubt, leaveitout.” Any wordawriter hastolook
upinthedictionary isprobably not agoodwordto
use. If in doubt of aword'smeaning, look it up to
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addto your own knowledge. Butif you' rein doubt
of themeaning, many of your readerslikely will be,
too. If youdon't need theword to expressapreci se
shade of meaning, use another, plainer, one.

Roget also has another fatal flaw, according tc
Winchester. Roget’s“ definitions” aredivided intc
twogroups, thosewordsthat aresynonyms(sort of)
and antonyms(sort of ). They aregrouped together
in the thesaurus. But Roget doesn’t indicate those
wordsthat fall somewherein between.

To useasimple example, hot and cold are oppo-
sites. “Hot” islisted first in my copy of Roget's,
followed by “ Cold” anditssynonyms. But my copy
of Roget’s lists synonyms for “hot” as “heated,”
which isfine, but it then goeson to list “warm,”
“tepid,” “lukewarm” and—worst of all —* unfro-
zen” aspossible synonyms. Thosetermslie some-
where between hot and cold. Lukewarm certainly
isn’'t hot. Just drink acan of room-temperature pop
sometime. That's lukewarm.

“Cold” isn't as bad. The only “tweener” word
listed in that category is*cool.” But “cool” isn’t
exactly “cold.” A cool day requiresajacket; acold
day requiresacoat.

Using Englishisjust like using atool out of the
toolbox. If youusethewrongsizewrenchtoloosen
abolt (Roget lists“loosen” with “circumsize”) or
the wrong size screwdriver to remove a screw,
you'relikely to strip them and render them unus-
able. Soitiswith words. Use the wrong word and
you' relikely toconfuseor offendyour readersand!/
or make yourself look ridiculous.

Soditchthat Roget— or just useit for your cross-
word puzzle— and write what you know.

After al, it's better to be thought afool than to
open your mouth — or scribble with your pen —
and removeall doubt.

Finally 1t’s spring: Words of wisdom XXVII

I’m writing this column on a spring-like day.
Though the first day of springisofficially afew
days off, today is atease of the beautiful daysto
come.

Yes, | know that asyou read thiscolumn, spring
iswell underway. It snearly theend of April, after
all, and spring should be here already. However,
because of my heavy travel schedule during the
next several weeks, I’m writing this column in
Marchsol canenjoy thetravel without added pres-
sure of column deadlines.

So as| writethis, it isn't yet Spring. Today’s
spring-like weather has given me a bad case of
spring fever. In the warmth of the late afternoon
sun, | am cooking steak and vegetable shish-ka-
bobsonthegrill. Asl enjoy theevening, | am an-
ticipating the end of winter and the coming of
spring.

Thereissomethingcomfortingtomeinthecycle
of theseasons. Whilel dislikethecold of winter, |
know itisnecessary toensurethecomingof spring.
AsJanuary turnsinto February, and February drags
into March, my thoughtsareaready onthewarm
sun, flowers, buds and freshness of spring.

I’m looking forward to spring and welcome it
asatimeof renewal. | will reachgladly for thehope
of new life and new opportunities this spring
brings. Spring is my favorite season because of
new life. Every new | eaf and every new sproutisa
promise of renewal.

Here are afew thoughts on the wondrous sea-
sonof spring. | hopethey spur aburst of lifeinyour
veins.

Thoughtson Spring

Nowinter lastsforever, no spring skipsitsturn.
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April isapromisethat May isbound to keep, and
weknow it. - Hal Borland

The world’s favorite season is the spring. All
things seem possiblein May. - Edwin Way Teale

L ongstormy spring-time, wet contentiousApril,
winter chilling the lap of very May; but at length
theseason of summer doescome. - ThomasCarlyle

If we had no winter, the spring would not be so
pleasant: if we did not sometimes taste of adver-
sity, prosperity would not be so welcome. - Anne
Bradstreet

An optimist is the human personification of
spring. - Susan J. Bissonette

We grow great by dreams. All big men are
dreamers. They see things in the soft haze of a
spring day or in the red fire of along winter’s
evening. Someof uslet thesegreat dreamsdie, but
others nourish and protect them; nurse them
through bad daystill they bring them to the sun-
shineand light which comesawaysto thosewho
sincerely hopethat their dreamswill cometrue. -
Woodrow Wilson

Thereissomuchto bethankful for! Thefeeling
of springtimepromiseintheair after thecoldgray-
ness of awinter season; the drops of rain take on
new meaning. They are not the dull accompani-
menttoasomber, gray sky andrelentlesschill, but

U.S. Sen. Pat Raberts, 302 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510. (202)

224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.

(202) 224-6521

U.S.Rep. Jerry Moran, 1217 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510.

(202) 225-2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612. (785)

296-7676

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm. 128-S, Topeka, KS 66612. (785) 296-

7399

Kansas Attorney General Carla J. Stovall, 301 S.\W. 10th, Lower Level, Topeka, KS
66612-1597 (785) 296-3751 Fax (785) 291-3699 TTY: (785) 291-3767

bear the promiseof new lifeand renewed energy to
therootletsand buds. - Helen Keller

If spring came but once in a century, instead of
onceayear, or burst forthwiththesound of anearth-
guake, and not insilence, what wonder and expec-
tation there would be in all hearts to behold the
miraculous change! But now the silent succession
suggests nothing but necessity. To most men only
the cessation of the miracle would be miracul ous,
and the perpetual exercise of God's power seems
less wonderful than its withdrawal would be. -
Henry Wadsworth L ongfellow

To shorten winter, borrow some money duein
spring. - W. J. Vogel

Don Taylor isthe co-author of “ Up Against the
Wal-Marts.” Youmaywritetohimincareof* Mind-
ing Your OwnBusiness,” POBox67, Amarillo, TX
79105. Column sponsored by Goodland Area
Chamber of Commerce Business Devel opment
Committee.
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