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commentary

from other pens...

Budget debate belies
fact spending growing

TheTopeka Capital-Jour nal on substanceabusefunding:

If Kansaslawmakers are afraid to rai se taxes to even maintain cur-
rent funding of programsthat help at-risk youth, then they are selling
voters tragically short — and Kansans, especially those in need, are
being poorly served indeed.

Legidatorsarescramblingtofind away to patcha$206 millionhole
inthe budget when they return for their wrap-up session...

Apparently, one of the options being looked at is not patching the
entirehole: Onthe chopping block isabout $16 million the state sends
tolocal units of government to spend on substance abuse prevention
programsand thelike.

Talk about shortsighted! Arelawmakersmoreconcerned about risk-
ing their political hides, or with saving at-risk youth?...

It'snot asif the stateisgoing to lose money next year. Evenwiththe
$185 million shortfall in expected revenues, the state will receive and
spend more...next year than thisyear.

Lawmakers have anumber of optionsto get to that point...

It'spossi blemoreoptionscoul d beonthetabl eby theend of theweek.

Onething that cannot bean optionisto cut prevention programsthat
work. They savethestatemoney inthelongrun. They elevatethequal -
ity of lifein Kansas communities. And they no doubt are saving lives.

Sotheship of stateistaking onalittlemorewater than expected. So
what?We' Il stay afloat. Surely it’snottimetopull inthelifepreservers
and ask our at-risk youth to sink or swim on their own.

The(Junction City) Daily Union on raising taxes:

Sometimespoliticiansneed tobebraveandrisk making constituents
unhappy. Now isone of thosetimes.

For the past few years, Kansas |egislators have been placating con-
stituents by cutting taxes. Now the state findsitself short of funds to
finish out thiscurrent fiscal year and expecting even more shortfall to
cover the next fiscal year’s proposed budget.

Speaker of the House Kent Glasscock, R-Manhattan, told us...the
prevailing feelinginthe Houseisto make cutsin programsrather than
raisetaxes. TheSenate, too, hesaid, isunlikely tosupport any tax hikes.

Why isthat, we ask.

The state is facing an estimated $206 million shortfall in revenue
projectionsfor fiscal year 2002...

It seems legislators ought to get the message Kansas needs more
money to operateprogramsand to meet past and promi sed commitments
we all thought wereworth funding.

But, it appears members of both houses have spent thisweek trying
to move dollarsfrom one place to another so they don’'t haveto admit
it'stimetoincreasetaxes...

Sometimes, shuffling money from one program to another isn’t
enough, andGovernor Graves insistencethebestway tosolvethestate's
current and projected financial problemsisto raise taxes— not just
property taxes— isright on target.

Now, if our legislatorswoul d bitethebullet, they could bemakeahit
for good state governanceinstead of striking out in favor of good feel-
ings back home.
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HE SAID HE COULDNT
GELL UG THE BRICK— GOME-
THING ‘BOUT DOING BUSINESS
WITH THE BIG RAD WOLF.
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Puff! There goes the farm markets to China
since the People’'s Liberation Army of China
grabbed the American EP-3E crew.

It’'sreally hardto do businesswith someonewho
suesyou, and it's harder yet to trade with some-
onewhoholdsAmericanfliershostage. Thepass-
ing of Permanent Normal Trading Relations was
supposed bringanew day in Sino-Americanrela-
tions. Wonder what they will say now. Well, only
aChinesecontortionist ever believed thefreefood
pentagon (fivebiggest food processors) would | et
our grain surplusesgoto Chinaor anywhereelse.

It easier for Westinghouse Electric, Loral and
Hughes, to export satellites from our military
surpluses (arsenal) thanitisto get alicenseto ex-
port our farm surpluses.

Hereinthegoodol’ U.S. of A, wepay aproces-
sor subsidy that they call farm subsidies. Wewould
rather give food away than sell it. Then pay the
maritime service $1.14 abushel to shipit.

Youwouldthink the Department of Agriculture-
food-processor-complex wasmorepowerful than
the military-industrial-complex. However, even
thevillageldiot knowsthe United Stateshasbeen
snake bitten by this kiss-them-to-death foreign
policy with China.

How did thishappen? It happened alittlebit at
atime. Somemight even say Richard Nixsondid
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itwhenhewenttoChina. Sincethen, every Ameri-
can president has placed a high priority on trade
with China. The problem isthis Chinesedog is
using the United Statesfor itstree. Just last year,
shiploads of Chinese military, including senior
Chinese military officials, were shown sensitive
dataon how the U.S. military trainsitsforces.

Thereisacertainhistorical d§javu(wehaveseen
ital before). ThisU.S. policy hashad moretwists
and turnsthan adeposed Russian Duke.

Remember how thewar paint cameout whenYah
Lin(CharlieTrie) movedfromacoffeeshoptothe
Commerce Department? You know the Com-
merce Department issues export licenses. So
Americahasits oriental mind, too. Itisnot who
you are but who you know, that counts.

Well, it wasthewhiteflag. Chinaisnot athird-
world nation, and they havedel usionsof grandeur
asaworldpower. If youthink thisisabout making
theTaiwan Straitsaprivatelake, think again. There
aresengitiveCl A reportsthat show the PeoplesL ib-
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erationArmy of ChinaisinMexico. Italready con-
trols both ends of the Panama Canal, you know.

Furthermore, they have more money than &
drunken sailor when it comes to buying new gen-
eration aircraft from Russia. Even more so, Chi-
nese agents do less time in the slammer than cop
killers. Sowho caresif we want our plane back!
Remember North and South Korea are talking.
They don’tthink likeAmericans. Weliketo cut our
deals quick, take our loses and try again. But the
inscrutableOriental sbreak outinatoothy smileand
say, areyouina hurry?

But what do they do? They issue bellicose anti-
Americanrhetorictoimpresstheir Asianneighbors.
They just talk, talk, talk. But why not?

Whois afraid of a paper tiger? Just shoot dowr
another AmericanplanelikethePeruvianmilitary did.

Every great nation falls from within. These
nuclear corporations say money ismoney, and we
would not wanttoloseour markets. Soitistruethe
people pay al the taxes while U.S. consortiums
make all the money.

Doesit make sensefor themilitary to buy black
berets madein China? What is next nuclear sub-
marines? Wonder what would happen if they had
to pay avalue added tax on their $1 coffee mugs?
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Bush spends first 100 days redefining his party

WASHINGTON — Christine Todd Whitman
facesabrutal challengeheading GeorgeW. Bush's
Environmental Protection Agency.

It's bigger than arsenic or Kyoto or even the
environmental issue.

Thetwo-term New Jersey governor’s problem
isthat she comesfrom abrand of Republicanism
thispresident wantsto disown.

I’ mtalking about that enduring GOP moderate
seen most often in the Northeast, Northern Cali-
fornia and the better-off suburbs coast-to-coast.
I’ mtalking about the Republican party of George
W. Bush’sfather.

For 100 days, this 43rd president has done ev-
erything he can to disassociate himself from the
414,

Hebegan by embracingaBible Belt hero, John
Ashcroft, to run his Justice Department. He then
played to ardent right-to-liferswith an inaugural
banonU.S. dollarstoaid groupsthat provideabor-
tion counseling. Sincethen he has crusaded for a
$1.6 trillion tax cut with near-religious zeal and
presented himsel f assomethingfar short of Rachel
Carson on environmental issues.

Ineachinstance, GeorgeW. Bush hasdistanced
his young presidency from that of hisfather’s.
Senior Bush pegged himself as“kinder, gentler”
than the Reaganism hereplaced. No nasty budget
cuts, no red-meat ideol ogy.

GeorgeW. madeit clear fromtheget-gothat he's
anunafraid conservative. Heknew beforenaming
Ashcroft that making him A.G. would trigger an
al-outfightwiththeliberal opposition. ThePeople
for the American Way, Hollywood, the Civil Lib-
ertiesUnion, theNAACPwouldall beupinarms.

Young Bush did it anyway because he knew
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naming a hero of the Christian right to the Attor-
ney General’sofficewasprecisely what hisfather
would never have done.

Thisfather-sonseesaw canbeseenonother play-
ingfields:

Dad brokeapromisewithapainful tax hike. Son
has bet the ranch on abig tax cut.

Dadtrumpeted“aNewWorld Order” after forg-
ing aglobal aliance against Irag. Son isthe most
stay-at-home president in history.

Thesonhasdumped hisfather’ sfour-year game
plan, not out of someOedipal rage, but for theprac-
tical reason that it didn’t work. Having won 54
percent of thepopular votein 1988, thefather won
just 38 percentin 1992. That kind of lessonishard
toforget.

TheBushes, bothfather and son, saw Dad’ sdaz-
zling 91-percent approval rating fromthePersian
Gulf war evaporate two Novembers later. They
learned that even an impressive military triumph
abroad does not guard a commander-in-chief
against an el ectoral trashing at home.

Consider how the old man would have handled
the standoff over the American plane on Hainan
Idand. Hewould haveconferredwithfellowworld
leadersin London, Paris, Moscow and Tokyo.
We' d have gotten leaked accounts of late-night
meetings, of theongoingvigil intheWhiteHouse
situation room. It would have been the stuff of
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JUST A TOUCH MORE
DRINKING WATER &
ITLL BE READV.

granddiplomacy, withthepresident asthenation’s
Chief Diplomat.

Of course, GeorgeW. playeditjust theopposite.
He let others — Colin Powell, Condi Rice, Don
Rumsfeld— sharethespotlight. Foreignpoalicy is,
after all, the reason they’re in office. He knows,
because he learned from his father, that political
bread isbuttered ontheother side. It'sfar better, he
calculates, tosavehisfacefor that bigtax-cut sign-
ing ceremony thisAugust in the Rose Garden.

The two men also gleaned a cultural message
from the wreckage of 1992: Don’t forget the Re-
publicanbase, especially intheconservative South.
George W. never takes his eyes off it. Count the
number of dayshespendson hisTexasranch com-
pared to the days he spends visiting New York or
San Francisco between now and 2004.

ThisBush knowsthat to win re-election hefirst
and foremost needs to win the states he won last
November. He needs to dance with the one that
brung him, and that’s not the Christine Todd
Whitmansof thisworld. It'stheguy fromtheBible
Belt who wantshistank full, histaxeslow and his
president down on theranch.

Chris Matthews, chief of the San Francisco
Examiner’s Washington Bureau, is host of
“Hardball” onCNBCand MSNBC cablechannels.
The 1999 edition of “ Hardball” was published by
Touchstone Books.
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" WHAT WITH OUR EXTENDED Dutv 1N
[BostiA, AND WITH THE HIKE IN OUR
PAC — WE WiLl HAVE. EXPERIENCED
‘MISSION CREEP ' AND MAYBE
‘BRACKET AREEP "




