3 The Goodland Daily News /

Wednesday, May 2, 2001

Teen-ager killed when bulldozers charge Palestinian territory

ap news capsules

By The Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL

JERUSALEM — | sraeli bulldozers
charged into Palestinian-controlled
territory today near the border with
Egypt to destroy at least 10 buildings,
and anensuing clashkilled ateen-ager,
Palestinian officialssaid.

Brig. Gen.Abdel Razek el-Magjaida,
aPal estinian security commander, said
Israeli tanks fired shells and machine
guns at Rafah to cover the operation.
Hospital doctorssaid MahmoudAqel,
17, waskilled and at least 15 Palestin-
ianswere wounded.

Majaida called the Israeli move a
“dangerousescalation.” Aneyewitness,
agricultural engineer Ahmed Shaer, 39,
said the bulldozersleveled farm land
and greenhouses, and Pal estiniansfired
anti-tank rocketsat the I sraglis.

Thelsraeli military saidtoday it car-
ried out a“ pinpointed, defensive ac-
tion” to put an end to heavy firing on
itstroops from the areaon Tuesday.

“They wereusingcivilianbuildings
to shoot on us and we had to prevent
futureshootingsfromthesebuildings,”
said army spokesman Lt. Col. Olivier
Rafowicz. Hewould not givedetailson
theoperation other thanto say it began
and ended withinafew hoursearly to-

day.

NATIONAL

LOS ANGELES — Contract talks
betweenHollywood screenwritersand
producers and studio heads extended
past a deadline today, temporarily
avertingastrikethatwouldhalt TV and
movie production.

“We're working very hard to reach
an agreement,” Cheryl Rhoden,
spokeswomanfor theWritersGuild of
America, saidshortly after thecontract
expiredat 12:01 a.m.

Rhoden said the contract had not
been extended and declined to com-
ment on how long thetalkscould con-
tinue.

Barbara Brogliatti, spokeswoman
for theAlliance of Motion Pictureand
Television Producers, joined Rhoden
for the announcement.

Fearsof awalkout have gripped the
industry for months, but the writers
guild has yet to call for a strike vote
from its members. Progress has been
difficult to gauge because both sides
havemaintained astrict newsblackout
since negotiations resumed April 17.

With no word of an agreement, the
next step was anyone’s guess.

Before the news blackout, the two

sideshad yet to bridge a$100 million
gap betweentheir demands. Failureto
make a deal could mean a strike that
would halt movie and television pro-
duction, possibly delaying thefall TV
Season.

MCcALESTER, Okla. — A woman
convictedinpart onthetestimony of a
police chemist accused of wrongly
linking defendantsto crimesceneswas
executed by injection Tuesday for kill-
ing her husband in 1988.

Marilyn Kay Plantz wasthe second
woman put to deathin Oklahomasince
it became a state in 1907. The first,
Wanda Jean Allen, was executed in
January.

Inrefusing to block Plantz'sexecu-
tion earlier this week, Gov. Frank
Keating said she had confessed and
that there was “ ho question about her
guilt or innocence.”

The attorney general’s officeis ex-
amining the convictions of 12 other
deathrow inmatesinwhich Oklahoma
City police chemist Joyce Gilchrist
testified or helped prepare evidence.

An FBI report said Gilchrist gave
testimony “that went beyond the ac-

ceptablelimitsof forensic science” or
misidentified hair andfibersinat | east
six criminal cases.

Plantzwaspronounced dead at 9:11
p.m. Tuesday at the Oklahoma State
Penitentiary in McAlester. She was
convicted of having her husbandkilled
by herlover, William Clifford Bryson,
and an accomplice, Clinton
McKimble. Bryson was executed in
June. McKimble received alife sen-
tence.

WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON — Changes to
make the V-22 Osprey safe for flight
could take as little as ayear to put in
place, but rigorous testing is needed
before the troubled aircraft can begin
daily use, says a Pentagon-appointed
panel.

“Themostimportant thingwecould
say isthat there's no evidence of any
fundamental flaw” in the V-22's
unique helicopter-like design, said
Norman Augustine, a member of a
panel assigned to review the Osprey
program after 23 Marineswerekilled
last year intwo fatal crashes.

Seriousconcernsabouttheaircraft’s
safety and design led the panel to rec-
ommend the program continue pro-
duction at a “minimum sustaining
level” until changes can be made.
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TheMarineswant tobuildmorethan
450, but only eight havebeen built and
thefew still capabl eof flyinghavebeen
grounded sincelast December.

“Thisisan aircraft that in terms of
reliability and maintainability is not
ready for operational use or produc-
tion,” Augustine said during histesti-
mony Tuesday before the Senate
Armed Services Committee.

Still, he and other panel members
stressed that the Osprey was the best
aircraft suited for Marine missions.

WASHINGTON — The White
House is searching for anew FBI di-
rector following Louis Freeh's deci-
sion to retire next month. His succes-
sor will inherit abureau recently beset
by all egationsthat oneof itsown spied
for Moscow and under scrutiny for its
own security practices.

During Freeh'seight yearsonthejob
he bolstered the bureau’s ranks and
enhanceditsinfluenceworldwide. But
he also was bedeviled by a string of
controversies, including therecent ar-
rest of Robert Hanssen, a senior FBI
counterintelligence agent alleged to
have passed U.S. secrets to M oscow
for 15 years.

Freeh met with President Bush late
Monday afternoontotell himthenews.
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Though Freeh previously had indi-
catedthat hemight leavebeforehis10-
year term ended, Bush said, “It dic
catch me by surprise, and I'm disap-
pointed.”

The president said he thought Free
had done a very good job and that he
had hoped the 51-year-old director
would stay on. But Freeh said he was
ready for “new challenges’ and also
wanted to spendtimethissummer with
his family. Otherwise, he announced
no future plans.

White House officials said Bush
wasn’t close to naming a successor.

WASHINGTON — Republicans
arehopingto push afinal 2002 budget
through Congressthisweek after set-
tling for an 11-year, $1.35 trillion tax
cut that would give President Bush
most of the tax reduction he has long
fought for.

WhiteHouseofficial sand GOPlead-
ersseemed to resolve thetwo magjor re-
maining stumbling blocks to a House-
Senatecompromiseonthebudget today.
Theyfirstreachedthetax-cut deal. Then
they tentatively agreedtol et spendingfor
many programsgrow by 5.2 percent next
year, saidaRepublican speakingoncon-
dition of anonymity, surpassing the 4
percent Bush had wanted.
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