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Playing hookie

ries at the lake.

Fifth graders ate and played on a teeter-totter Friday evening at Smoky Gardens, the county lake and
park south of Goodland. The boys (from left) Allen Normandin, Darrick Ihrig, Dustin Zelfer, Eugene
Gutierrez, Michael Klinge and Preston Dautel, along with other fifth graders, parents and teachers from
North School went on an “outdoor education” trip to Wallace County on Friday to dig for fossils, and visit
amuseum, a cemetery and other sites. They ended the evening with games, a cookout, songs and sto-
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Teachers, board discuss safety
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qualified teachers to move to Good-
land. With a shortage of teachersin
Kansas, he said, most districts are
struggling to find good help.

Mary Porterfield, head of the
teacher’ sfive-personteamand National
Education Association of Goodland
president, presented aproposal to have
each of thedistrict’sfive schoolsform
“school climate committees’ to find
waysto make school safer for students
and teachers. The proposal required a
district-wide committee, too.

When the negotiations began,
Porterfield said the teachers most
likely wouldn’t proposeitemsrelated
to the safe school issue, though they
wanted to talk about it.

While the board’s team listened,
Russell saidthey don’twanttoinclude
the item in the negotiated agreement.

She called the proposal a*“ permissi-
bly” negotiated item, and said the
board doesn’t haveto talk about it.

“1 don't think anyone disputes the
need for safe schools,” she said. “but
I’m not sure the board wantsit in the
negotiated agreement. It doesn’t need
to be mandated.”

Speaking for teachers, Porterfield
proposed the district hire one teacher
aide for each of the three elementary
schools, and limit class sizeto 17 in
kindergarten-sixthgradeand 20insev-
enth-12th.

The board’s team had the same re-
sponse, sayingthey legally didn’thave
to talk about it.

Porterfield said a teacher survey
showed copying, laminating and other
tasks aides would do are cutting into
the elementary staffs’ planning time.

She said since the district took
teacher aides out of the elementary

School finance holding up
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creasefor schools.

The House negotiators said they
wouldwait for senatorstoresolvetheir
differences over school finance.

“Wecannot bringaconclusiontothe
budget when that question remains
open,” said Rep. Melvin Neufeld, R-
Ingalls, oneof thenegotiators. “ Infact,

wecan't even havethenegotiationswe
need to have.”

The Senate’slead negotiator, Steve
Morris, said someof hiscolleaguesare
unwillingtosupport proposalsfor rais-
ing revenues to close the budget hole
until school financeissuesaredebated
again.

Two proposal s— onetoraiseinsur-
ancetaxesby $10 million and another

schoolsacoupleof yearsago, students
have suffered because teachers have
lesstime. High school andjunior high
teachershavestudentswho areableto
act asaides, shesaid, but most elemen-
tary students aren’t mature enough to
help much.

Russell said oneof theboard'sgoals
isto keep class sizes low so students
haveenoughtimewithteachers. How-
ever, shesaid, thedistrict may haveto
cut staff tosavemoney, and may not be
ableto afford new employees.

“We choose not to negotiate either
one,” Russell said.

Theteamsal so discussed theteach-
ers proposalsto change how staff can
fulfill thedistrict’s8-hour annual tech-
nology training requirement andtore-
movealimit onthe amount of Profes-
sional Development points teachers
canusetomoveupthesalary scale, but
didn’t cometo an agreement.

negotiations

toimposealcentagalonincreasein
gasoline and diesel fuel taxes on July
1—failed to clear the Senate A ssess-
ment and Taxation Committee on
Tuesday.

Graves included both ideas among
$117.6millionintax increaseshepro-
posedto help closethebudget gap and
raise an extra $60 million for public
schools.

Ex-Klansman guilty in church bombing

EBIRMINGHAM, Ala. (AP) —
Nearly four decades after a church
bombingkilledfour black girl sprepar-
ing for worship services, asecond ex-
KuKIlux Klansmanhasbeen convicted
inthedeadly blast that galvanized the
civil rights movement.

Even before a handcuffed Thomas
Blanton Jr. wasled fromthecourtroom
Tuesday, questions were raised about
when, and if, prosecutors would now
attempt to try Bobby Frank Cherry —
the only other living suspect in the
1963 bombing of the Sixteenth Street
Baptist Church.

A grandjury indicted both menlast
year in the girls' killings. They had
beenscheduledtogototrial at thesame
time, but Circuit Judge James Garrett
delayed Cherry’strial becauseof ques-
tions about his mental competency.

“Now it'stimeto go after Cherry. |
am tired of hearing about his mental

competency. They havetried mentally
retarded black men,” said the Rev.
AbrahamWoods, ablack ministerwho
help persuade the FBI to reopen the
church bombing case.

Prosecutor Doug Jones said the de-
cision would not be made until an
evaluation of Cherry’smental compe-
tency was compl eted.

OnTuesday, ajury of eight whitesand
four blacks deliberated for 2 1/2 hours
before finding Blanton, 62, guilty of
first-degree murder. They had heard a
week of legal argumentsand evidence,
including photosof thegirlsand audio-
tape secretly recorded 37 yearsearlier.
Hewas sentencedtolifein prison.

Askedby thejudgeif hehadany com-
ment, Blantonreplied: “1 guessthegood
Lord will settleit on judgment day.”

It was never made clear what
Blantondidineither putting thebomb
together or placing it outside the

church, but theswift verdict wassweet
newsfor many black Birminghamresi-
dents, who have lived with painful
memories of the bombing.
“It'sanemotional experience,” said
Estelle Boyd, amember of the church
now and in 1963. Boyd said sheisa
friend of family members of the four
girls: DeniseMcNair,whowas11,and
Addie Mae Callins, Cynthia Wesley
and CaroleRobertson, whowereall 14.
“Thismeansagreat deal tothefami-
lies. If youhavechildren, youareable
to empathize,” Boyd said.
NAACPChairmanJulianBondsaid
the Blanton conviction, thelatest in a
seriesof civil rightseracrimesbrought
belatedly to court, wascommendabl e.
“1f Southernerswant to put thisera
behind them, thisisthe best way to do
it — by bringing to justice the terror-
ists who tried and failed to stop the
movement for democracy,” Bondsaid.

Monthof Aprilalreadygone

Another week gone and so is the
month of April. Everyoneseemstobe
runningincirclestryingto get every-
thing done, both at home and with
their kids at school.

Therearealot of special activities
going on these last four weeks of
school.

| noticed onthementoring sheet that
the West kidsareto go to Garden City
and visit the zoo. The mentoring sea
sonisabout over and depends on how
many outsideactivitiesthekidswill be
having as to how much longer it will
last. Hard to believethe school year is
almost over.

My neighbor Lillian Thornburg got
homeafter ashort visit withher sonin
California. Shewastired and not feel -
ingupto par soshedidn’t planoncom-
ing tothe Goodland Senior Center un-
til Monday. It'sgood to have her back
next door.

Jonathan McClung’s class went on
atrip to Wallace County to do some
digging. Hecameover and askedif by
chancel might have somedental tools
he could usein hisdiggings. | looked
around in the boxes and found afew
that | gaveto him. Hesaid they all had
agood time and he enjoyed the dig-
ging.

It'shard to believethenumber of ill
people we have in our community. |
don’twanttomissanyone, sol’ll won't
namethem.

Some have been in the Goodland
hospital, othersarejust getting out and
some have gone to both the Good Sa-
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maritan Center andWheat RidgeAcres
assisted living center for anindefinite
amount of recovery time.

Othersare at home hoping to shake
thisjunk that hasbeen hanging around
solong. | think agood, longrainwould
clear the air, maybe, of these various
bugslurching out therefor usto catch.
Get well wishesto all of you who are
suffering.

My friend Lucille Nash should be
home from her trip to see her son and
daughter-in-law, Terry and Linda
Nash, by thetimeyoureadthisShewas
scheduled to get into Denver on Tues-
day and home from there. I’ll beglad
to have her homeagain.

IlaZeigler and | went to the home
and garden show at thefield houseand
to the open house at the new fitnhess
center on Sunday afternoon. L ots of
stuff to look at and buy if you were so
inclined.

| didn’'t make it to the home and
garden show on Saturday as| worked
at thechurchall morning, went tothe
potluck dinner at the senior center
and did alittleyard work before go-
ing to church Saturday evening. |
don’t understand where the times
disappearsto. I’ve got ameeting in
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Colby Tuesday morn-
ing and hopeto get back
before 11 am. to work
at the noon meal. It’s
hard to fathom that 1’1
beworking onmy third
month of reportsto the
Hays office.

Someone asked how | liked retire-
ment. Asl’vesaid before, | think I’ m
as busy or maybe more so since Dr.
Beynon’s office closed.

I’m aiming towardsthe end of May
to get back to Colorado. At this time
that'sabout all | can do.

Birthdays—Brian Imel and Audrey
Engel onMay 2; Leah Gutschon May
5 and a belated one to Don Weick on
April 25. Happy birthday to all these
and any others who may be cel ebrat-
ing.

Belated anniversary greetingstoAl
and RosettaLindstenonApril 26. Bet-
ter late than never.

I’m still working on my yard, but
hopefully themajor work isabout over
and it will just be the weekly mainte-
nancestuff fromnow on. My sprinkler
ison and set towork on thedry lawn.

That terriblewind on Saturday took
abig, and 1 meanbig, branch out of my
neighbor’stree. Hopetherewasn't too
much damage around town.

With nothing floating around the
computer, I'll sign off and get thisto
the newspaper office.

Takecareof yoursdlf, guardyourself
from that burning sun and see you all
next week.

Officials ask that budget not be cut

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Daily News

High PlainsMental Health officials
didn’t actually ask Sherman County
commissioners to increase their bud-
get for next year, but they dropped
largehintswhileaskingthat thecounty
at least not cut the $30,110 they have
budgeted.

Executive Director Kermit George
presented the county’s report for the
past year and told the commissioners
that the number of people seen from
Sherman County was up 8 percent.

Hesaidthelargest group of patients
wasyoung peoplefrom 10to 19 years
of age, who accounted for 22 percent
(53) of the 238 patients seen.

Adults 25-59, combining three age
groups, with 54 percent of thetotal or
129 patients. Patients 25-34 were 16
percent (39); 35-44 20 percent (47);
and 45-59 18 percent (43).

In most age groups, he said, the to-
tal leaned abit moretoward males, who
were54 percent of thetotal (128) to 46
percent for females (110). Of the 54
under age 18, though, 33 were male

and 21 werefemale.

Families with an annual income of
under $15,000 were53 percent (96) of
the total, and 66 percent (118) were
under $20,000.

Single people 15 and over account
for 36 percent (73) of the patients.
Married patients are 33 percent (67);
divorced 15 percent (31) separated 6
percent (13); and widowed 4 percent
(8).

Most of the patients from Sherman
County (59 percent) werepeopleseek-
ing help themselves or for afamily
member or afriend. Doctors or the
hospital referred 17 percent, the court
system and law enforcement 14 per-
cent and the school s 2 percent.

Looking at the diagnosis break-
down, Georgesaidthelargest number,
66, were mood disorders, which in-
cludesdepression.

George said High Plainshad a bal-
anced budgetin2000for thefirsttime
in years, and that amajor part of that
wasbecausetheboard agreedtoraise
the patient fees. He said many of the
counties don’t pay their full share

whenthecounty contributioniscom-
pared to the number of patients
served. He said Sherman County
ranks second by usage versus the
county contribution.

“We would ask that when you look
at the budget for next year that you
consider the figures we have pre-
sented,” George said, “but at |east we
ask that you not cut thepresent | evel of
funding.”

Meripat Bowman and Richard
Emig, the Sherman County represen-
tativesonthecenter’sboard, said they
felt the mental health center has done
agreat job makingit abreak-evenpro-
cess. Bowman said the ability to do
video conferencing with the central
office in Hays or hold hearings by
videofromthestatehospital inLarnec
has been a valuable improvement.
Georgesaid all the branch officeslike
the onein Goodland havethis service
available.

Thecommissionersdidn’thavealot
of questions or comments, but said
they would take the request into con-
sideration when doing the budget.

County may put records on film
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about $30,000.

Thereare 14 booksintheclerk’sof-
ficewhichwould cost $1,637. The127
books in the treasurer’s office would
cost $6,033. The221 booksinthereg-
ister of deeds office would cost
$21,216, and she estimated about
$1,895 for the appraiser’s office, in-
cluding purchase of quick retrieval
software.

Register of DeedsCarol Armstrong
said these are old records which have
not ever been microfilmed, but that the
newer records are being microfilmed
at acost of about $400 per year.

Thecommissionersaskedif thecost
included making aCD of each one.

Roberts said the proposal was only

Internet
Tonight!
899-2338

for microfilming except with the ap-
praiser, whichincludedtheCD andthe
softwarefor theretrieval system. She
said it would be an additional $550 to
makethe CDs of everything.

Thecommissionerssaidthey would
liketo do someresearch about theold
school records, which were not in-
cludedintheproposal, andwouldlook
at the budget.

Crystal Linsner reported that she
was unableto get enough peoplefor a
teaminthe24-hour relay. Thecommis-

sionerstalked about making a contri-
bution, but no action wastaken.

Linsner alsoreported that only four
county employees showed interest in
thecafeteriadisability insuranceplan.
Shesuggestedthat sincethecity hasthe
plan, the county might see if more
employees areinterested next year.

Thenext regular commission meet-
ingwill be8a.m. Tuesday inthe com-
mission room on themain floor of the
courthouse, Eighth Street and Broad-
way Avenue.

Got Internet?

Check us out.

www.goodlandnet.com




