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commentary
from other pens...

Some countries stuck
on U.S. terrorism list

By George Gedda

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Congress decided yearsago agood way to fight
nationsthat sponsor terrorismistoimposemandatory sanctionsagainst
them. That may seemto beareasonabl eresponsetoterror perpetuators
but advocates of the policy are becoming hard to find these days.

Theissuecomestoahead each spring asthe State Department rel eases
itsannual report on terrorism trends worl dwide and uses the occasion
to highlight aproblem that has given headachesto many apresident.

Countrieswith agrievance against the United States sometimesre-
sorttoterrorisminlieu of declaring awar they could not win. Last fall,
terrorists— still unidentified — attackedtheUSS ColeinYemen, leav-
ing 17 sailors dead. Secretary of State Colin Powell took note of that
tragedy on Monday in releasing the latest terrorism report.

Seven countries have been designated by the State Department as
sponsorsof terrorism, meaning they arebarred fromreceiving economic
assistance, arms-rel ated exportsand U.S. support for their [oanrequests
intheWorld Bank and other international lending institutions.

Privately, U.S. officia sgrumbleabout theprocess, complaining poli-
ticskeeps some countrieson thelist that should be off and vice versa.

The seven offending countries (the list has remained unchanged for
years) areCuba, Iran, Irag, Libya, North K orea, Sudanand Syria. Vince
Cannistraro, former head of counterterrorism operationsfor the CIA,
wonderswhy Pakistanisnot onthelist.

He said Pakistan supports Islamic insurgentsin Indian Kashmir and
also isaprime backer of the Taliban authorities in Afghanistan. The
Taliban harbors Osama bin Laden, the Saudi exile who is wanted for
thebombing of U.S. embassiesin Kenyaand Tanzaniain 1998.

“TheTalibanisinpower becauseof thePakistanis,” said Cannistraro.

Designation of Pakistanasaterrorist statewould robthe United States
of leveragein effortsto prevent afourth Paki stani-Indian war — prob-
ably fought with nuclear weapons. Pakistani supportfor terrorism, while
aconcern, isnotthedominantissuefortheU.S. initstieswith Pakistan.

Asked why Pakistan was not on thelist, the State Department’s top
terrorismofficial, Edmund Hull, acknowledged the country’smisdeeds
but said Pakistan has hel ped the United Statesin bringing suspects to
justiceinthe East Africabombings and on other terrorism cases.

The CIA’s Paul Pillar, author of a new book, “Terrorism and U.S.
Foreign Policy,” pointed out the difficulty in getting removed fromthe
terrorismlist. “No state hasever come off for reasonshavingto dowith
real improvement,” Pillar said.

Herecalled Iragwasdeleted intheearly 1980’s, not because Saddam
Hussein renounced terrorism but because of aU.S. tilt toward Irag in
thelran-lraqwar. Iragwasreinstated on thelist after invading Kuwait.

North Korearemainsonthelist even though the most significant act
by Pyongyang mentioned in the report occurred in 1970 when it pro-
vided ahaven for communist airplane hijackersfrom Japan.

Pillar saidthechief concernintieswith North Koreaisnot terrorism
but persuading Pyongyangtosurrender itslong-rangemissiles. Henoted
North Koreacomplainedlast year that itsterrorismlist designationwas
an impediment in negotiations with the Clinton administration.

Larry Johnson, a former State Department terrorism expert, said
Greecebacked KurdishrebelsinTurkey for yearsbut wasspared mem-
bership ontheterrorism list becauseit wasaNATO dlly.

“I"dliketo see politicstaken out of the process,” said Johnson. “But
thisislikethe quest to get money out of palitics. It will never happen.”

Pillar said the executive branch ought to be able to decide on sanc-
tions against terrorist-prone countries on a case-by-case basis, taking
into account thewholerange of U.S. interests.

EDITOR SNOTE — George Gedda has covered foreign affairs for
The Associated Press since 1968.
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ABOUT THIS,,

Green spears anounce coming of spring

Theflowersarein bloom.

Therobins havereturned.

There'sperfumefromfruit treesintheair.

All thesignsof springwerehere, but | still wasn’t
convinced until last week.

It rained, hailed and snowed in one day.

Well thatlookedlikespring (or fall) but, | wasn’t
convinced.

Teen-agers appeared in shortsand sandals.

Not good enough. I’ ve seen my children wear
shorts when it was 10 below zero and sandalsin
two-foot of snow.

The asparagus started to appear in the garden.

Now, | know it’s spring.

Asparagus spears peeking out of the barren
ground make me sure spring has arrived.

A knife to cut and a steamer to cook and I'm
ready to get out my summer apparel and enjoy the

sunshine.

WhenwelivedinColorado, weusedtostalk the
wild asparagus. The busheswould grow up along
thefencerows and canals, which carried water to
thethirsty potato and barley fields.

Wewould send the children out each eveningto
bring back our supper vegetable.

They hatedit.

It'snot that they don’t like asparagus. They just
hated having to go anyplace without television or
video games.

Theasparaguswasn't free. Wehad to put upwith
the kids whining, and they lost a couple of good
knivesinirrigation ditches.

Now wegrow thetender shootsin our own back
yard and in the spring when we are in Colorado,
Steveand | go aong thefencerowsand the canals
withknivesand sack to pick our supper vegetabl es.

Thechildren will not join usinthis pursuit.

Infact, they think weare crazy.

Ohwell, just wait until they areon their own and
haveto pay $2.19apoundfor asparagus. They may
take knifeand sack in hand.

Or morelikely, they will handthemtotheir chil-
dren and tell them that when their parents made
themgo out and cut asparagusspring cameinMarch
and they had to dig down through the snow to find
thetasty shootsand they had towalk — from Kan-
sas— to find thewild asparagus.

Thank you good people of Goodland

Dear Editor:

Wewouldliketoexpressour great appreciation
toseveral peoplein Goodland, Kansaswho helped
us with a difficult situation on Friday, April 6th
around 8:00 p.m While driving 1-70 to Wichita
fromLongmont, Coloradotovisit our parentswho
were celebrating their 64th wedding anniversary
and our mother’s 87th birthday, we hit a piece of
broken axlein the road which caused a puncture
of our gastank resultinginthefast exit of gasoline
from our car. Being without a serviceable cell
phonewe"flagged” downavehiclefromthestate
of Washingtonwhoseoccupantscontacted 911 for
us. Hereiswherethe*kindness of Goodland” be-
gan. Withinliterally 5minutes, StatePatrol officer
RichHagemanresponded. After assessingthesitu-
ation and making surewewere safe, he contacted
atow truck driver who turned out to be Virgil
Baumfalk. Not only did Virgil tow usto hisshop,
he also helped us: getintouch with “Road Assis-
tance” for our SUV; arrange aroom at the local
Comfort Inn for us; reserve arental car for usto
use the next day so we could continue our trip to
Wichita, drove usto the Comfort Innand; hekept
us warm with hot chocolate and good conversa-
tion! Inaddition Virgil towed our SUV to Denver
onthevery next day (despiteit being hisbirthday)!

Once we arrived at the Comfort Inn Elena
Rodriguez, the desk clerk on duty that evening,
welcomed us and helped carry our many belong-
ings to our room The next day, we obtained our
rental car from Terry Selbe and Pam Mendenhall
at the Goodland M achine and Automotive Shop.

What could havebeen an extremely disappoint-
ing weekend, turned into meeting wonderful
peoplewhowent out of their way to makeuscom-
fortableand secure... let alonegiving usgreat sto-
riesto sharewith our family andfriends. Wemade
it to Wichitafor the celebrations (and eventually
back to Colorado). It is heart warming to know
therearestill peoplelikeRich, Virgil, Elena, Terry
and Pam, who will “go out of their way” to help
others. Needlessto say, wewill awaysbeindebted
to*“thegood peopleof Goodland, Kansas!” Thank

from our
readers

® to the editor

you so very much.
Bob and Diane Roggow
Longmont, Colorado

Dear Editor,

“Theonly thing necessary for evil totriumphis
that good people do nothing.”

| wasappalled at your paper’sheadline” Teach-
ersFired,” amonth before school isout.

When we are concerned about student respect
for teachersover our nation, | would expect more
from educated people.

How are those teachers, in that situation, sup-
posed to keep their dignity?

Asaretiredteacher, alongtimeresident of Good-
land, | striveto makethisabetter placetolive.

Elaine CrossEllison

Goodland

Dear Editor:

On behalf of the American Heart Association |
would like to thank the citizens of Goodland for
helping to make thisyear’s Cardiac Arrest event
such asuccess. Theevent raised $8,000 to benefit
the American Heart Association and help in the
fight against theNation’sNumber OneKiller Car-
diovascular Disease and Stroke.

The American Heart Association has funded
nearly $1.7billionincardiovascular researchsince
1949. Thanksto such fund raising efforts as Car-
diac Arrest, the American Heart Association has
also developed useful educational programstar-
geted toward all agesin order to teach them how
to combat heart and blood vessel diseases.

| would like to thank the following people and
busi nesseswho have hel ped to makethissuccess-
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ful event possible:

Parole Board: Jim Alcorn, Judy Ashton, Vera
Beneda, Rebecca Downs, Donna Fenner, Tina
Gould, Pastor Scott Grimshaw, Lori Leonard, Crys-
tal Linsner, BrendaM cCants, NinaMersch, Donna
Pickman, Jo Simmons, Lynn Swayne, Sheila
Wilkening; Judge: Steve Evert; Sherman County
Courthouse; Michelleand Rod Cooper, Gambino's
Pizza; Shawn Pettit, Pizza Hut; Scott Schroller,
Wal-Mart; Eileen Dautel and LeAnn Friedrichs,
Cowboy Loop; Darlene Stegman, Subway; Byron
Elliott and Chuck Engel, Coca-Colaof Goodland.

Again, thank you to thecitizensof Goodlandfor
your support of the American Heart Association.
We' refighting for your life!

Randall C. Braden

Northwest Regional Director

Topeka

ToTheEditor:

Therewereseveral errorsinyour articleonApril
16, “Goodland man accidentally shot”. Levi
Schlosser wasnot with hisfather and uncle, butwith
hisfather and aneighbor. It did not happen east of
town, but west of town. Itwasnota.22rifle, itwas
a.22pistol. And, hewasnot practicing target shoot-
ing. Levi hadthegunlayingacrosshislap. Itslipped
anddischargedwhenithittheground. (Youdid get
hisname and ageright.)

With alocal phone call and about one minute of
your time, you could have reported thefacts.

Dawn Schlosser

Goodland

Editor’s note: We did make acall. We received
our information from the sheriff’soffice.
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