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from other pens...

Queen Victorias
Oval Office desk

By Lawrence L. Knutson

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — When George W. Bush placed his broad-
brimmed Texashat on the Oval Office desk in January helaid claimto
1,300 pounds of antique oak that has become a presidential emblem.

The White House has two centuries of stories. The tale of the desk
madefromthetimbersal19th century Britishwarship,isamongthebest.

The story’s elementsinclude alost explorer, abotched rescue mis-
sion, ashipfrozenintheiceandamonarch’sgratitude. It continueswith
morethan acentury of American presidents conducting their business
acrossadesk that commemoratesagestureof international friendship.

OnNov. 23, 1880, whenthecarved partnersdesk arrived asagift from
Queen Victoria, President Rutherford B. Hayeslearned fromitssmall
plaguethat it was constructed fromthe oak beamsof theArcticexplor-
ing ship HM S Resol ute.

The Resolute desk remained in the president’s office for the rest of
the 19th century. Itthenmovedtothepresidential study, whereit stayed
through 1948. Four presidents have used it sincein the Oval Office.

But the Resolute desk was deemed a rediscovery in 1961 when
JacquelineK ennedy foundit, rel atively neglected, inthebroadcast room
ontheground floor. Sheinstalled it in her husband’s Oval Office.

The desk became lodged in the national memory when John F.
Kennedy Jr. was photographed peering from behind the central panel
ashisfather worked above.

But its story began far from PennsylvaniaAvenue.

In 1845, Sir John Franklin, sailed from England for icy northern
watersin onemore attempt to find aNorthwest Passage acrossthetop
of NorthAmerica. Franklin cruised up thecoast of Greenland, and dis-
appeared. The British navy sent out relief expeditions.

The search mounted in 1852 was a squadron commanded by Sir
Edmund Belcher. Within months, al five shipswereicebound. Inthe
spring, Belcher ordered four abandoned, including HM S Resol ute.

J. Raymond Edinger Jr., aRochester, N.Y., student of the history of
Arctic exploration, takes up the story in arecent issue of Mercator’s
World. Belcher packed the crewsinto asingleship and sailed for home
Hebarely survived acourt-martial for losing four seaworthy ships.

Thestory then veersinto the unexpected.

WhileBel cherwasontrial in England, theabandoned Resol utebroke
freefromtheice. It drifted morethan 1,000 miles, thenwasgripped by
another ice pack.

Thenext year, the American whaling ship George Henry spotted an
unknown and apparently unmanned ship. Seeing an opportunity, Capt.
James Buddington claimed the Resolute as salvage, sailed her south
and docked in New London, Conn., on Christmas Eve 1855.

New York merchant Henry Grinnell, persuaded Congressto buy and
refittheResoluteandreturn her totheBritishnavy. TheResol utereached
Portsmouth in December 1856, more than a decade after it sailed in
Franklin's sgquadron. The queen came aboard to voice her thanks.

The remains of the Franklin expedition were discovered not long
afterward by a private expedition mounted by the explorer’s widow.
Therewereno survivors.

TheResolutequietly served the Royal Navy for two decades. By the
time she was ordered broken up memories of theincident had faded.

But Queen Victoriaremained grateful.

The Resolute desk remains unchanged except for a central panel.
President FranklinRoosevelt ordereditin 1945to conceal hislegbraces.

By the time President Kennedy was assassinated in 1963 the desk
was so well known it became amuseum piece.

President Carter ordered it returned to the Oval Officein 1977.

Ronald Reagan, Bill Clinton and now GeorgeW. Bush have used it
there.

EDITOR SNOTE — Lawrence L. Knutson has covered the White
House, Congress and Washington's history for morethan 30 years.
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It'salongway frommilking cowstoacomputer
geek. Remember every ones grandpa Walter
Kronkite? Can anyone forget Richard Nixson?

ItwasanAmericanpresident’ svisitto Chinathat
introduced thiskissthem to death foreign policy,
anditisasold astheBerlinWall. Forgetit, China
doesn’tlikeAmericans, andit’stimewerealizethat
it never will.

Chinese agents do less time than cop killers.
They can do anything and never pay. You would
think the Communist party and the Peopl€e'sLib-
eration Army of Chinahad taken over America.

China accounts for 22 percent of the world's
peoplebut the United Stateshas 22 percent of the
trade. China sbest trading partner isthose hated
Americandevils. It accountsfor 80 percent of their
Gross Domestic Product. It also accounts for 25
percent of our current accountsdeficit, (tradedefi-
cit), too.

Put another way Chinaexports $100 billion to
that bunch of white guys but imports a pathetic
$16 billion from the United States. Isn’t this
cyberspace economy great?

Don't believeall thisblather about Chineseag-
riculture, either. It has 1.3 billion people but only
7 percent of theworld'sarableland.

Withitshuge population Chinaeasily is poten-
tially theworld’ slargest consumer of agricultural
products. Infact thisnation— that wastheorigin
of soybeans — needs all the soybeans the great
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American farm belt can produce. Chinaiseven
more dependent on food imports than the former
Soviet Union.

Theaverage Chinesefarmisaround one 15th of
a hectare, or about one sixth of an acre, and they
have surplus corn to export? That sounds like a
Department of Agriculture crop report.

However, thesevery impressivefarmoperations
would pleasetheeco-terrorists. They smashinsects
by hand (two bricks and abamboo basket).

But do they steal America'sgrain reserveslike
the Soviet Uniondidin 1972? Nothey want U.S.
nuclear secrets from the Los Alamos National
Laboratory in New Mexico— bad enoughto steal
them.

Whenthe perpetrator wasfound out it wasdon’t
say spy, don’t say espionage. And don’t you dare
sever U.S.-Chinesemilitary exchange. Butyoucan
say KEY STONE COPS! Even after asigned con-
fession the perpetrator got out of jail. Bet these
fancy guys shredded records faster than Oliver
North. Well, Americans remember Oliver North
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and the Peopl€e’s Liberation Army of Chinais no
Oliver North.

All of this checking with Jiang Zemin first is
harder to swallow than a cow’s cud. You woulo
think that thehomeof theM anhattan Project, at the
LosAlamos nuclear l1ab, wasthe Wal-Mart, of the
world. It wasthemost radical changein economic
policy ever made without amilitary coup.

It seems public policy wasto makeit thenuclear
Disneylandof theworld. Soyes, sell it beforesome-
onesteasit!

OneemployeeattheL osAlamosnuclear labwas
found downloading nuclear data into unsecured
computers. Unsecured computerswonder what that
meant? Maybe it was an Easter egg hunt on the
White Teepee, lawn!

Thenwhat wasitwhenacomputer hard drivewas
foundat acity dump?Well thefancy guy didn’t say,
but he did say no sweat by that time the informa-
tion had been declassified.

Wonder what would have happenedif an Ameri-
canwascaught downl oading the nuclear secretsof
the Peoples Liberation Army of China?

Well the United States has became the world's
idiot. Good oleuncleJiang Zeminwouldn’t beples
bargaining the signed confession of the perpetra-
tor. He would be tortured and-killed by mainland
police.

© 2001 Wayne Gattshall wayneg@goodland-
.ixks.com

How to access and check your credit report

Dear Attorney General Stovall:

| understand theimportance of good credit and
haveawaysstrivedtomaintainmy excellent credit
rating. | recently neededto purchaseacar andwas
not concerned about the financing. | went to my
bank to apply for aloan and imagine my surprise
when it wasdenied! Thebank gave meacopy of
my credit report. Listed wereabunch of medical
billsthat had beenwritten off asuncollectible/bad
debts.

Because | am in excellent health and have not
had areasontovisit thehospital other thantovisit
with family memberswho havejust had babies, |
know that thesedebtsarenot mine. Attorney Gen-
eral Stovall, how can | clear up my credit report
and restore my good name?

Dear Kansas Consumer:

TheFair Credit ReportingAct (FCRA) isafed-
eral law which my Consumer Protection Division
has been authorized to enforce. Under theAct, a
consumer may disputeinformation appearing on
hisor her credit reportsby sending aletter of dis-
putetothecredit reporting agency whichmaintains
thefile(s) that containtheinaccurateinformation.
Oncereceived, thecredit reporting agency has30
to 45 days during which it must reinvestigate the
information reported and either update or delete
theitem(s). Withinfivedaysof thecompletion of
the reinvestigation, the credit reporting agency
must providethe consumer with theresultsof the
completed investigation and certain noticesasto
the consumer’srights.
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When my Consumer Protection Division con-
tactedthecredit reporting agency concerning your
complaint, welearned that the medical bill infor-
mationdid, indeed, bel ongto someoneel seand had
been reported incorrectly. Becausethe credit re-
porting agency could not verify that your identity
was the same as the identity of the person incur-
ring the bills, the agency deleted the information
fromyour credit report, asrequired by the FCRA,
and apol ogizedfor any inconvenienceyousuffered
asaresult.

Additionally, under the FCRA, acredit report-
ing agency may chargeupto$8foracopy of one’s
creditreport. Therearecircumstancesinwhichthe
agency must provide a copy free-of-charge, one
being if thereisreason to believe that something
has been erroneously reported. Therefore, the
charge you incurred for the initial copy of your
credit report has been refunded.

It isimportant to know your rights concerning
fair credit reporting. The three major national
credit reporting agenciesare:

Equifax, PO. Box 740241, Atlanta, GA 30374-
0241; (800) 685-1111;
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Experian (formerly TRW), PO. Box 949, Allen,
TX 75013; (888) 397-3742; and

Trans Union, 760 West Sproul Road, P.O. Box
390, Springfield, PA 19064-0390; (800)916-8800.

Itisagood ideato request acopy of your credit
report periodically to check for erroneousinforma-
tion. Whilethereare companiesthat offer this ser-
vicefor afee, you have theright to accessthisin-
formationdirectly. Donot betakeninby scaretac-
ticsthat accessingyour owncredit reportwill lower
your credit rating. Thisissimply not true.

In addition, you may request a copy of the bro-
churesummarizingconsumers rightsunder theFair
Credit ReportingAct frommy officeat 1-800-432-
2310, or by contacting the Federal Trade Commis-
sion, toll-freeat 1-877-FTC-HEL P (382-4357).

Attorney General CarlaJ. Sovall offersthispub-
lic serviceto help you avoid becoming a victim of
consumer fraud. Although someof thedetailshave
been changed, the cases appearing in this column
arebased on actual complaints. For further infor-
mationor tofileacomplaint, pleasewrite Attorney
General Carla J. Sovall, Consumer Protection
Division, 120 SW 10th, 2nd Floor, Topeka, Kansas
66612, or call the toll-free Consumer Hotline, 1-
800-432-2310. Leaveyour name, number and sub-
ject of your inquiry with the receptionist and an
agent will returnyour call promptly.
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