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Former Bronco players boost young athletes

arearolemodel intheschool.Youhave
aresponsibility tostay inschool anddo
well — get thegrades. Theyoung ones
are watching you, and they will try to
bejust likeyou.”

Hetold the students that they must
remain strong in the face of pressure.

“What imageareyou going to set?’
hesaid. “Itisleft uptoyou. Pressure?
Yes, thereis pressure, but it is part of
the package.”

Whilecoaching at Tabor, Upchurch
said, hewas having troublerecruiting
good student athletes because, while
they might be talented, they did not
have the gradesto get into college.

“1 went back to the counselors and
told them they were not doing these
young people any favors by giving
them easy classes,” he said.

Hetoldtheseniors, “Makesureyou
aretaking charge of your life. Bethat
rolemodel.”

He also gave adviceto the younger
studentsand their parents.

“You'renext inling,” he told the
younger athletes. “Mom and Dad stay
on them asyou will bethe most influ-
ential. You arethetruerole models.”

Upchurch said his sportscamp will
hold a football camp in Goodland on
June 19-23. Besides teaching basic
football skills, he said, the camp will
also help kids connect on amore per-
sonal level.

“Wegiveout hugs,” hesaid.

Accompanying Upchurch was fel-
low Bronco Greg Boyd, who also
workswith Rare Breed. Boyd said he
islookingforwardtothefootball camp
inJune.

Boyd was alinebacker who played
with the New England Patriots, Bron-
cos and Green Bay Packers. He was
knownfor hisversatility. After 10years
intheNFL, Boyd turned to acting and
wrestling inthe World Wrestling Fed-
eration. He is also an accomplished
singer, having performed at the Para-
mount Theater, Moulan Rougeandin
Vienna, Austria

The former football player said he
lovesworking with children.

“1 have found that my calling isto
inspire and exhort young people,”
Boyd said. “That iswhat | do. | am
proud of thetimel haveputintoyoung
people.”

He said he wants to help young
peoplefeel good about themselves.

“Many young people come to me
wondering if they are good enough,”
hesaid, “and | try to give them some
encouragement. They arethefutureof
thiscountry.”

Boydtoldtheathletesthat they must
be disciplined to achieve their goals.

“Sportsisadisciplineand you have
tobecommittedtoittoexcel,” hesaid.
“Itishard.”

Afterthespeakers, Athletic Director
Dick Liess presented several special
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Rick Upchurch

awardsTheTodd Sieck and Gary Dean
LaughlinMemorial awardswentto se-
nior BryceAbbey andtheRal ph Topliff
Memoria went to senior Matt Ment-
zer.

All league honors went to senior
L uke Stonefor both football and bas-
ketball, and Mentzer received all
leaguefor basketball.

Special recognition was given to
Mike Burke for his years as assistant
wrestling coach.

Wallace Hansen, who has been a
coach and G-Club sponsor for eight
years, was surprised with an honorary
membership and | etter jacket.

Recipient of aspecial G-Clubschol-

Greg Boyd

arship was senior Tyler Billinger.

Threeseniorswerehonoredfor hav-
ing lettered in three sports and main-
taining a 3.2 plus grade average:
Mentzer, Jeremy Stefan and Shandon
Wolak.

Eight Cowboys were honored for
lettering in asport for four years: Ab-
bey, wrestling; Billinger, golf; Matt
Gattshall, crosscountry; Mentzer, ten-
nis; Stone, track; and Curtis Swager,
KyleWhisler and Wolak, all for wres-
tling.

Nine were honored for lettering in
three sportsthisschool year: (football
(FB), basketball (BB), golf (GF), wres-
tling (WR), track (TR), and tennis

Rockies break losing streak with

DENVER (AP) — Kevin Appier
was well aware of the adventures of
pitching at mile-high altitude. Hejust
wasn’t around long enough to get the
full experience.

Appier lasted only two batters into
the second inning, his shortest outing
in nearly five years, as the Colorado
Rockies ended a three-game losing
streak withal2-4victory overtheNew
York Metson Tuesday night.

“1’ve pitched here beforein the mi-
nor leaguesand | wasawareit changes
and alters stuff,” said Appier, who
spentthefirst 12 yearsof hishigleague
careerintheAL beforesigningwiththe
Metslast winter.

“We'redown 5-0in aheartbeat and
our penwindsup havingtopick upal-
most thewholegame. | wasextremely
disappointed.”

Neifi Perezwaslargely responsible
for Appier’s troubles, going 4-for-5
and matching hiscareer highwithfour
RBIs.

“Isthere a better shortstop? | don’t
know,” Colorado manager Buddy Bell
said. “Hebringsenergy every nightand
| know | wouldn't trade him for any-
oneelse.”

Perez singled twice, doubled and
tripled to raise his batting average to
.395. Heis21-for-59 (.356) sincecom-
ing off the disabled list April 24.

“| feel like| never wasontheDL,”
said Perez, who missed 13 games af -
tertearingaligamentinhisleft thumb.
“1 wastaking alot of batting practice
andalot of groundballs, so| never got
out of good shape.”

Coloradostarter PedroAstacio (4-2)
allowedfour runsandeight hitsin61-

3inningsto win for the first timein
three starts.

Desi Relaford homered twice, the
first multihomer game of his career,
and EdgardoAlfonzo added asol o shot
for the Mets, who had won five of
seven.

Afteralowingfiverunsandsix hits,
Appier (2-3) has given up 14 earned
runsin 18 2-3 innings and remained
winlessinfour road starts.

“Kevin couldn’t get the low strike
and brought it up,” Mets manager
Bobby Valentine said. “When he
brought it up, they hitit.”

The Rockies batted around in the
first inning, scoring four runs. Todd
Helton’stwo-rundoublewasfollowed
by RBI doublesfrom GregNortonand
Todd Hollandsworth.

Colorado chased Appier in the sec-

Kings push Avs to seventh game

DENVER (AP) — Following their
coach’spropheticlead, the LosAnge-
les Kings pushed the Colorado Ava-
lanche to a seventh gamethat seemed
implausible aweek ago.

Ontheeve of the season’smost im-
portant game, it wasColorado’sturnto
push back.

“You can get at thetop of themoun-
tain and start yelling all you want, but
the action’s going to be at the Pepsi
Center at 8 o’ clock,” Avs coach Bob
Hartley said Tuesday. “| have lots of
faith and lots of trust in my players. |
like our chances and | like the chal-
lenge.”

A little swagger might be what
Hartley and Col orado need asthey pre-
pare for Game 7 of the Western Con-
ference semifinals Wednesday night.
Bravado hasserved LosAngeleswell.

Afterfalingbehind3-lintheseries,
Kings coach Andy Murray predicted
LosAngeleswouldwintheseriesif it
could forceaGame?7.

The Kings responded with two
straight shutouts, but have scored only
once in each game. They also must
guardagainst aletdownagainst afran-
chise seeking itsfirst Game 7 victory
since 1985.

“If anything, they’re going to feel
like they’re due in Game 7,” Kings
defenseman Aaron Miller said. “It’'s
our third Game 7 in arow, as far as
we're concerned. | expect they’ re go-
ing to have their best game of the se-
ries. Our teamisgoing to beready. We
didn’t do what we did in the last two
gamesfor noreason.”

LosAngeles, theseventh seedinthe
West, has evened the series on the

RAIN DELAYED

strength of defense and the play of
goalie Felix Potvin, who has blanked
Colorado for morethan eight periods,
aspan of 164 minutes, 28 seconds.

Hoping to gain a mental edge,
Hartley remindedreportersof Potvin's
playoff failures. Althoughthegoalieis
3-2 in deciding games, he has twice
alowed fivegoasin Game 7 losses.

“We know our history, but we also
know Felix Potvin'shistory,” Hartley
said. “We know thisand I’m sure he
remembersalso. It'sall inthe past and
| think it's worth what it’s worth.
Peoplechangeand you learn from ex-
periences. When the puck drops, |
don’t think that the past means any-
thing.”

A Greenhouse

ond after Juan Pierre singled and
scored on Perez'striple. It was Ap-
pier’sshortest outing sincegoing two-
thirds of an inning on May 13, 1996,
with Kansas City.

Colorado scored four timesin the
third against Tom Martin, highlighted
by Perez’' stwo-run doubleand an RBI
doubleby Larry Walker.

Perez drovein hisfourth run of the
gamewithatwo-out singleinthefifth,
making it 10-2.

Alfonzo’'s solo homer and Alex
Escobar’srun-scoringinfieldsingle—
hisfirst major league hit— pulled the
Metsto 10-4 inthe sixth.

“My biggest problem was with my
offspeed stuff,” said Appier, who had
previously pitched in Denver while
with Triple-A Omaha. “ It seemed like
it was breaking pretty good low, but |
couldn’t get many callsand | couldn’t
get them to chasethat pitch.”

Notes: The Mets placed CF Jay

CHEVY 350 asiowas

$899

Prices are exchange with rebuildable core

REMANUFACTURED ENGINES
HUNDREDS OF MODELS AVAILABLE

12,000 MILE/12 MONTH

PREMIUM ENGINE
36/50 WARRANTY
ALSO AVAILABLE

Financing Available
Low monthly payments to qualified buyers

MARSHALL ENGINE HEADQUARTERS

THE PARTS HOUSE
1502 Main « Goodland, Kan. « (785) 899-7511]

Full of Lovely,

Blooming Plants!!

Geranium
Plants!

Bushy, healthy,
Colby-grown
LIMITED SUPPLY!!

4 for

$2.99
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Wallace Hansen

(TN)) Billinger, FB, BB, GF; Taylor
Brack, FB, WR, TR; Bryan Mai, FB,
BB, TR; Andrew Melia, FB, BB, TR;
Mentzer, FB, BB, TN; KrisRubio, FB,
BB, TR; Stefan, FB, BB, TR; Stone,
FB,BB, TR; andWolak, FB, WR, TR.

Swager, outgoing president, saidthe
club had agood year and that they sent
adonationto Hoisington High School
to help with tornado damage.

He introduced the officers for the
year, Stefan, vice-president; Whidler,
secretary; Danny Rasure, treasurer and
Billinger, student council representa-
tive.

Incoming G-Club President Brian
Bauman introduced the officers for

/

Mentzer

Stone Billinger
next year and presented the seniors
with plaguesand paddl es. Officersfor
next year are Max Saint, vice-presi-
dent; Melia, secretary, BrianMai, trea-
surer; and Bryce Bahe, student coun-
cil representative.

Seniors receiving plaques were;
Abbey, Billinger, David Briney, Davic
Crutcher, BernieFisher, TimFranklin,
Gattshall, Tyler Henderson, Tyson
Livengood, Mentzer, Rasure, Jason
Showalter, Stefan, Mickey Steiner,
Stone, Swager, Nathan Thompson,
Whisler and Wolak.

victory, 12-4

Payton on the 15-day DL with a
strained right hamstring. His roster
spot wasfilled by Escobar, a22-year-
old outfielder from Triple-A Norfolk.

The last time Relaford had a two-
homer gamewas agai nst the Rockies
Double-A team at Visalia.

The Rockies placed LHP Brian
Bohanon on the 15-day DL after X-
raysreveal ed chipsand spursinhisleft
elbow. They recalled RHP Robert

Averette from Triple-A Coloradc
Springs.

Colorado prospect RHP Tsan Chin
Hui isscheduledfor reconstructiveel-
bow surgery May 23.

Colorado reached 200 runsin its
first 32 games. Only the 1997 team (30)
reached that mark faster. .

Every member of Colorado’s start-
ing lineup, including Astacio, had at
least one hit inthe 18-hit attack.

Wendy’s Athletes of the Week are Goodland High School track
members: Hayley Jarmin and Andrew Melia. At the Colby Invi-
tational, Jarmin placed second in discus, third in shot put and fourth
in javelin. The Cowgirls are placing high individually and as a
team. Andrew Meliawas among the highest Cowboy placers, sec-

Consignment Auction

Saturday, May 12 ¢ 10:47 am. cDT
at Captain Hook's Fine Dining Lot, Wheeler, KS
AUCTION TO INCLUDE:
Furniture, Appliances, Tool Boxes, Posts & lots
of misc. items. We are looking for more items
than planned for last week's auction.

Come out and enjoy the auction and treat yourself to a good
meal at Captain Hook's Fine Dining.

Hook’s Auction & Realty

400 E. Washington
St. Francis, Kansas
William E. Hook, Broker
785-332-2073 or 1-800-640-4813
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Cafe & Motel Equip. Auction

Sat., May 19.9:37 am. MDT
Hwy 36, Joes, Colo.

For Leprechaun Trading Post, formerly Maranatha Cafe, Motel.

Selling will be restuarant equip., motel furniture, bedding, appli-

ances, vehicles & trailers, plus lots more so watch for listing in
upcoming papetr.

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK!
TreeS & Shrubs Just try to beat our

price, advice & quality!
= Seeds!

= Lawn Fertilizer!
= Cypress Mulch!
= Flower Bulbs!

= Grass Seed!

< Clay Pots!

Vegetables ~ Annuals
Garden Mums ~ Perennials
Hanging Plants ~ Strawberry Plants
All Colby grown!!

ROSE PLANTS

Jackson & Perkins Roses!
Potted Roses!
Miniature Roses!

50 VARIETIES!

GOLDEN PLAINS GARDEN

CENTER & GREENHOUSE

1140 Plains, Colby ¢ 785-462-7528
OPEN: Mon.-Sat: 9:00-6:00 « Sunday: 12:00-5:00
Thursday till 8:00 p.m.

ondinjavelinat 157" 11.”

Buses are
Welcome.

Cheesebur ger

Wenwds

1-70 & Highway 27
Goodland

Try Wendy’s
new
Cheddar
Lover's
Bacon

Combo
$4.69

899-5948




