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Saints and sinners: Bad driving I1sa moral scandal

| was somewhere on the Pennsylvaniaturn-
pikeenrouteto Clevelandtobeginmy newjob
when | realized | didn’t have my driver'sli-
cense. | must haveleftit, | decided, inmy other
pantsin Boston, 300 milesin the other direc-
tion.

Noreasontopanic, | toldmyself. Certainly |
was not thefirst personto haveleft hisdriver’'s
licensein hisother pants. The Highway Patrol
must make some provision for peoplelikeme.
But | wasn’t surethat they woul d. Supposethey
sai d therewasnothing for meto do but stay off
the highway until | retrieved my license?Then
wherewould | be?

Stranded in Buffal o, that’swhere.

Theonly solutiontomy difficulty, | reasoned,
would beto avoid asituationinwhich | would
be asked to show my driver’slicense. | must
“steer” clear of everybody.

Asaresult, | drovemorecarefully than| ever
had before. | never exceeded the speed limit. |
heeded every trafficsign. | waited until thetraf -
ficlight was"“very green” beforel started up. |
used both my blinker and a hand signal when
turning.

| smiledandwaved at every maninblue.And
| extended every courtesy to pedestriansand my
fellow motorists.

When | wrote about my driving experiences
on the church page of my new newspaper in
Cleveland, a minister wrote to the editor and
asked, inhighdudgeon, “What hasthisstory got
todowith my religion?’

That, | havediscovered, isfairly typical of the
unimaginative clergy. Most of them fail to see
theconnection betweenmorality and our behav-
ior on the highway, which is responsible for
killing more peoplethan all our wars.
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Ourdrivingisamoral scandal —andagrave
sin. But you will never hear it mentioned in
church.

M ost auto accidentsarecaused by driver dis-
courtesy. Our conduct intrafficisquite differ-
ent from our behavior onthesidewalk or inan
elevator, wherewemight berecognized. Inour
automobiles we hide behind our anonymity.
Nobody knowswho we are. We can beasrude
aswewant to be. Who’sgoing to know?

Based on thistheory, we could make people
better driversand reduce accidentsby remind-
ing them of their responsibility to be courteous
drivers.

We could dothisby distributing window de-
calsor license-plate emblemsthat say “1 an a
courteous driver.” Every driver will notice an
immediateimprovementin hisdrivingoncehe
ison record as proclaiming he is a courteous
driver. None of us wants to be considered a
fraud. We don’t like to make a claim for our-
selves and then be caught in the act of not liv-
ing up to that claim.

Withan“l amacourteousdriver” sticker on
hiswindow or license plate, adriver will feel
obligatedtoact altogether differently behindthe
wheel. Soonit will beamatter of honor for ev-
ery driver towant an“1 amacourteousdriver”
tagfor hiscar. If hedoesn’'t haveone, won't he

be saying that he doesn’t want to be included
among the courteousdriversand that he wants
to be ostracized?

Most of us, of course, think wearegood driv-
ers. Hereisagood way to find out whether you
areasafedriver:

Suppose you had just won $5 million in the
lottery, but you could collect that amount only
if you passed a30-day driving test with ascore
of 100. For an entiremonth you would havetc
drivewith aexaminer sitting beside you grad-
ing your performance.

How youwould drivefor that month—with
your $5millionlottery winningshanginginthe
balance— ishow asafedriver drives.

Of course, if youweretodrivetheway | drove
from Buffalo to Cleveland when | didn’t have
my driver’slicense, you would collect the $5
million too.

McVeigh execution becoming a catalyst for nun’s Declaration of Life

By Kimberly Hefling
Associated Press Writer

TERRE HAUTE, Ind. — Publicity
surrounding Timothy McVeigh’'s
scheduled execution is generating re-
newedinterestinananti-death penalty
document al ready signed by thousands.

Theso-calledDeclarationof Lifehas
a simple message: If I’m murdered,
don’t execute my killer.

Sister CamilleD’ Arienzo, aRoman
Catholic nun from Brooklyn, N.Y.,
started thegroupin1993that isrespon-
siblefor distributingtheDeclaration of
Life

Any timethere’ sanincreaseinpublic
discussion about the death penalty, she
said, more people sign the declaration.

“Every couple of years something
happensandit startsup again, likeabig
forest fire,” D’ Arienzo said.

Thelatest catalystisMcVeigh, con-
victed in the 1995 bombing of the
Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in
OklahomaCity that killed 168 people.
Heisscheduled to die by lethal injec-
tion on May 16 at the federal peniten-
tiary in Terre Haute.

The Declaration of Life document
declares that capital punishment is
wrong at any time. If thesigneeismur-
dered, itrequeststhat thejudgenot sen-
tencethekiller to death.

“Peoplearesick to death of thekill-
ing,” said D’ Arienzo, who was not
awareof any signer whowaslater mur-
dered.

Thosewho signthetwo-pagedecla-
ration, shesaid, feel in control because
it“relievesthesigner of absol ute pow-
erlessness’ over the death penalty.

Paul Stevens of Dawson Springs,

Ky., whose daughter was murdered in
Evansvillein 1969, is one of at least
1,500 peoplewho havesigneditinre-
cent months.

Stevens, who now worksasaprison
minister todeath row inmatesat astate
penitentiary in Eddyville, Ky., signed
it while attending a speech Feb. 26 by
Cardinal Francis George, the arch-
bishop of Chicago.

George spoke in opposition to ex-
ecutingMcVeigh, reflectingtheRoman
Catholicchurch’soppositiontocapital
punishment.

“1just think peopleneedtol et others
know how they feel and for what rea-
son, and it doesthat,” Stevenssaid. “|
would vesignedit alongtimeagoif it
would’ ve been available because |
don’'t believein the death penalty.”

Sister Joan Slobig, a nun based in

Terre Haute who recently signed the
declaration, saiddoing soisavery per-
sonal experience. The document has
beendistributedtothe 600 membersof
her order, the Sisters of Providence.

“It certainly makesyoufacethepos-
sibility of violenceinyour ownlifeand
deal with the feelings that that gener-
ateswithinyou,” Slobig said.

Since 1998, D’ Arienzo has been a
spiritual adviser to David Paul Ham-
mer, aninmateincarceratedintheTerre
Haute prison. He's on death row for
strangling hiscellmatein1996whilein
Pennsylvania's Allenwood Federal
Penitentiary.

From within the prison in Terre
Haute, Hammer wasreceived into the
Catholic churchby IndianapolisArch-
bishop Daniel Buechleinand received
his first communion last fall with

D’ Arienzo by his side. Hammer has
had threestaysof execution; no execu-
tion date has been set.

D’ Arienzoand Hammer correspond
weekly and also have regular phone
conversations, D’ Arienzo said. Ham-
mer isa sovisitedweekly by anunfrom
the Sistersof Providence.

An article D’ Arienzo wrote about
Hammer and the Declaration of Life
published Feb. 19inAmerica, aweekly
Catholic magazine, prompted many to
seek out acopy of the declaration, she
said.

Those who sign the declaration are
askedtotrimaportionof it off and send
it — along with $1 — to Cherish Life
Circle, D’ Arienzo’s group. In return,
they receiveawallet-sizecard, making
it clear they havemadethedeclaration.

Because not everyone mailsin the

trimmed part, it’ sdifficult to gaugethe
true number of signees, D’ Arienzc
said. About 10,000 have sent the stub
to Cherish Life Circle, but D’ Arienzc
estimates 20 to 30 times more peopl €
havesignedit.

The declaration has been signed by
actors Susan Sarandon and Martin
Sheen, former New York Gov. Mario
Cuomo and U.S. Rep. Carolyn Mc-
Carthy, whosehusbandwaskilled by &
gunman on a New York commuter
train.

OntheNet: Sistersof Mercy inBrook-
lyn, N.Y.,: http://www.brooklyn-
mercy.org; National Coalition Against
the Death Penalty: http://www.ncadp-
.org; America, anationa weekly Catho-
lic publication: http://www.america-
press.org; http://www.sistersof-
providence.org

Pastor: Don Crutcher
Fifth & Broadway
899-7368
Sunday. Sunday School: 9 am
Worship Service: 10 am
Evening Service: 6:30 pm

Pastor: Rev. Steve Rains
Fourth & College » 899-3605
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:15 am
Morning Worship: 10:30 am
Evening Worship: 6:30 pm
Wednesday: Family Night: 7 pm
Adult Bible Study and Youth Group

J

Church of Christ
401 Caldwell
899-6185
Sunday. Bible Study: 9:45 am
Worship Service: 10:45 am
Evening Service: 6 pm

,? Wednesday: Bible Study: 7 pm

Pastor: Matthew Delp
Third & Caldwell
899-2080 or 899-3797
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:45 am
Worship Service: 10:50 am
Evening Service: 6 pm

Pastor:.

Fifth & Center » 899-3450
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:15 am
Morning Worship: 10:30 am
Evening Worship: 6 pm
‘Tuesday: Mens’ Prayer Group: 5:30 am

Seventh Day Adventist Church
1160 Cattletrail
Pastor: Bobby Potter « 332-3956
Saturday: Sabbath School: 9:30 am
Worship Service: 11 am
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of Latter-Day Saints
1200 15th Street » Burlington, CO = (970) 664-2470
Sacrament Meeting. 9:30 am
Sunday School: 10:45 am
Priesthood/Relief Society: 11:30 am

mord of Life Foursquare Ghurﬂ

223 E. 10th

(Disciples of Christ)
Pastor: Loren Strait
Eighth & Arcade « 899-5233
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:15 am
Worship Service: 10:30 am

Activities: Junior High & High School Youth Groups,

Adult Bible Study, Choir, Men’s and Women’s Groups,

Devotions Study, Monthly Fellowship

Special Notice: Handicap Accessible, Hearing

Assistance Equipment and Infant and Toddler
Nurseries Available

First United Methodist Church
1116 Sherman

,j Thursday: Ladies’ Bible Study: 10 am f ii

899-3631
Pastor:. Rev. Carol Moore-Ramey
Sunday. Sunday School: 9:15 am
Worship Service: 10:30 am

Ninth & Caldwell » 899-5398
Minister: Tony Kafka
Youth Minister: Doug Bean
Sunday. \Worship Service: 9:30 am
Sunday School: 10:45 am
Wednesday:
Junior/Senior High Meeting: 7 pm

Pastor: Scott Grimshaw
Sunday: Sunday School: 8:45 am
Worship Service: 10 am
Wednesday: Confirmation: 6 pm

R

Sonvrise Christian Church L{j

Adult & Children’s Classes: 7 pm 3]
FF Emmanuel Lutheran Church %
13th & Sherman  899-6161 ||

|| Holy Communion: 5 pm
Wednesday: Bible Study: 7 pm
Sr. Warden for emergencies during the week 899-2067 5]

899-5250
Pastor: John Coumerilh
Sunday: \Worship Celebration &
Kids’ Church: 10:30 am

Pastor.

Worship Service: 10:45am CST
Sunday School: 9:45 am CST
Winona:
Minister: Rev. Bob Winters
Worship Service: 9 am CST

” United Methodist Church u — e
Pastor: Leonard Cox
i 399-2468 i @J Yglisia Del Dios Vivo L{{j

La Luz Del Mundo
Spanish Speaking Church
Minister: Esteban Ortiz B.
1601 Texas « 899-5275

Sunday: Sunday School: 9 am
Worship Service: 10:15 am

. Daily Prayer. Sunday thru
; goodland RBible Church JJ Saturday: 5 am & 6 pm
109 Willow Road = 899-6400 . ;
Sunday: Sunday School: 10 am
! pastor. [ Sunday: Sunday )
|| Sunday. Sunday School: 9:45 am

=Y ]‘_(F
g\_r Gur Lady of Perpetual Help C
Pastor: Father Daryl Olmstead
307 W. 13th = 899-7205

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

4:30-5 pm Saturday or by appointment
Mass Schedule:

Saturday: 6 pm
Sunday: 8 am and 10:30 am

Spanish Mass:

|| Morning Worship: 11 am
Evening Worship: 6 pm
Wednesday: Call for location

)
g\_{ grace Fellowship Church q

| 104 E. Hwy 24 = 899-6423 ||
|| Pastor: Bob Snyder = Residence; 899-0134 ||
|I

Sunday: Sunday School: 10 am
|| Worship Service: 11 am

13th & Center

Serving the rural community for over 100 years
Rt. 1, Box 180 » 694-2807 « 3190 Road 70
Pastor: Jim Cress
899-5784
Sunday:. \Worship Service: 9 am
Sunday School: 10 am

899-2115 or Rectory 899-2114
Priest: Father Charles Schneider
Deacon: Gretchen Talitha
Saturday: Church School: 4 pm

Short & Son Trucking
I Hwy. 24

good Samaritan Center
208 W. 2nd

Koons Funeral Chapel
North Main

goodland Motor Co.
Hwy. 24

‘The following sponsors urge YOU to attend your chosen House of Worship this Sabbath:

golden Wheat Ranch
Office 110 E. 11th

goodland Daily News
1205 Main i

‘Topside Office Products, Inc.
1110 Main

C
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