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Palestinian police killed by Israeli firewhile manning checkpoint

ap news capsules

By the Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL

BEITUNIYA, West Bank — Five
Pal estinian poli cemen manning aroad-
sidecheckpointintheWest Bank were
killed by Isragli firetoday, and | sraeli
helicoptersrocketed Pal estinian secu-
rity targetsin the Gaza Strip, destroy-
ing 10 armored vehicles.

The officers, ages 17 to 29, were
killed by shotstothehead and chest at
asmall Pal estinian policeoutpost near
theWest Bank town of Beituniya, Pal -
estinian officials said. Several bullets
tore through the barrack walls.

Raanan Gissin, an adviser to Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon, said shotswere
fired from the police station at I sragli
soldierswho returned fire.

Gissinsaid hedid not know whether
thefive men killed werethe oneswho
opened fire. The lsraeli army said the
soldierswere engaged in an operation
atthetimeandfiredat“ suspiciousfig-
ures.”

Across the Gaza Strip, Israeli heli-
coptersand navy gunboats shelled 10
Pal estinian security installations.

Four peoplewereinjured by shrap-
nel and one suffered from shock, doc-
torssaid.

Pal estinian armored vehiclesappar-
ently werethemaintarget of theraids.

ROME — Silvio Berlusconi’s con-
servativeforceshadaslimleadin Par-
liament but it was unclear as returns
trickledintoday whether it wasenough
to make the media mogul premier of
Italy again.

A chaoticvoteinwhichltalianstore
uptheir ball otsandtoppled over tables
to protest long lines complicated both
the count and the projections. Neither
Berlusconi nor the incumbent center-

left claimed victory.

Suchatight margincould spell more
political instability in Italy.

Interior Ministry resultsfor theSen-
ate released this morning gave Berlu-
sconi’s bloc 42.5 percent and former
RomeMayor Francesco Rutelli’scen-
ter-left forces 38.7 percent, with 97.6
percent of precinctsreporting.

Berlusconi, whosefirst stint aspre-
mierin 1994 endedwhenanally pulled
out of hiscoalitionafter sevenmonths,
went into Sunday’s vote as the favor-
ite. But Rutelli closed in during the
waning weeks.

Berlusconi, 64, presides over afi-
nancial empire worth more than $12
billion, including Italy’s three main
private TV networks.

Herebuffed all callsto divest him-
self of any assetsif he becomes pre-
mier.

MANILA, Philippines — Ousted
President Joseph Estrada voted from
detention today as his successor cast
her ballot on television in elections
seen asareferendum onagovernment
swept to power by street protestsfour
months ago.

President GloriaMacapagal Arroyo
wassworninJan. 20 asEstradapacked
toleavethepresidential palaceamida
political crisisover corruption allega-
tions that have dogged him since last
fall.

Now, Arroyo needsastrong show-
ing intherace for 13 of the Senate’s
24 seats. Voterswere also filling the
entire House of Representatives and
17,600 municipal and provincial
posts.

A win in the Senate “would be a
quasi-mandatefor Arroyo” andwould
probably enable her to co-opt opposi-
tion lawmakers and consolidate her
power, said political analyst Calixto
Chikiamco.

Resultsin the violence-filled elec-
tion — at least 67 people werekilled
since January, including a congress-
man — won’'t be known for days. But
it should indicatethe depth of popular
support for Arroyo and the fractious
coalitionthat ran Estradaout of office
and into custody.

NATIONAL

ATLANTA — Gold Club managers
boast the strip bar sells more cham-
pagnethanany other club or restaurant
inthe nation.

Celebrities, athletes and plati-
num-card holding convention-goers
are regulars at the flagship adult
club where they sip $500 bottles of
bubbly and run up thousand-dollar
tabs.

But prosecutors say the Gold Club
wasalsosallingsexinitsgilded private
rooms and today the government was
tobeginlayingoutitsracketeering case
against club owner Steve Kaplan and
Six associates.

Prosecutors in opening statements
weretoallegethat Kaplan pimpedclub
dancersto celebrities and sports stars
and ran a massive racketeering con-
spiracy that included providing pros-
titutesand buying protection fromthe
mob.

Charges against the defendants in-
cludeobstruction, credit cardfraudand
loansharking.

A federal indictment also accuses

Kaplan of ordering the beatings of
about 20 people who did not repay
high-interest loans. He could face
more than 40 yearsin prison if con-
victedonall counts. Otherscouldface
20 years.

SALT LAKECITY — Tom Green
believes it’'s his outspoken nature
morethan hispolygamist lifestylethat
has led to his prosecution in Utah's
first high-profile bigamy case in 50
years.

“Youstick your head out of thehole,
thegovernment will shoot it off,” said
Green, 52, who lives with hisfive
wives and 29 children near Trout
Creek, 125 miles southwest of Salt
Lake City.

Green hasdefended hislifestyleon
“Dateline NBC” and “The Jerry
Springer Show,” and held newsconfer-
encesdespiteajudge’ swarning not to
do so.

Hishigh profile caught the atten-
tion of Juab County Prosecutor
David Leavitt, who will try him on
charges of bigamy and criminal
nonsupport. Jury selection was to
begin today. Green could get 25
yearsin prison if convicted on all
counts.

Green believes heis being singled
out.

“That's been the unwritten rule for
50yearsinUtah,” Greensaid. “ You'll
pretend you don’'t exist and we'll pre-
tendyoudon't exist.”

LOSANGELES— Perry Como,
famousfor hitsincluding “Catch a
Falling Star” and “Papa Loves
Mambo,” was a dedicated show-
man who never forgot his roots as
a humble barber, his friends re-
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Thefatherly crooner, knownfor his
mellow style and cardigan sweaters,
died Saturday at the age of 88 at his
homein Jupiter Inlet Colony, Fla.

Como’s daughter, Terri Thibadeau,
said her father was with his caregiver
whenheclosed hiseyesand diedwhile
sittinginachair inhisbedroom. Hehad
suffered from Alzheimer’s for about
two years, shesaid.

Bornin Canonsburg, Pa., one of 13
children of Italian immigrants, Como
left hisjob asasteel town barber inthe
1930sto sing with big bands.

Hissongsbecameamainstay of ra-
dioandjukeboxesinthelate1940sand
he pioneered variety showsin the
1950s. In 1945, Como had his first
million-selling hit, “Till the End of
Time.”

Rock’n'’ roll eventually replacedthe
old-timecroonersonthemusic charts,
but Como continued performing on
television.

His career saw aresurgencein the
1970s with songs like “It’s Impos-
sible,” “And | Love You So,” which
was later performed by “American
Pie” singer Don McL ean.

WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON — President Bush,
stepping back intothegun-control de-
bate, is renewing his pledge to help
communities and states combat gun
violence.

Bush was visiting Philadelphia to-
day tohighlight hiseffortstocatchgun
offenders.

Bush has advocated “vigorously”
enforcinglawsinvolving guncrimes
andsaidit shouldbeapriority tokeep
juvenilesfrom obtaining guns.

Underscoringthecontentiousnessof
the issue, a gun-control advocacy

group was airing ads urging him to
support mandatory background checks
for customersat gun shows.

The 60-second ad was being runin
Philadel phia today by Americans for
Gun Safety of Rosslyn, Va.

Bush said during the presidential
campaign that he supported closing
gun show loopholes.

WASHINGTON — President
Bush, preparing aplan to addressthe
country’ senergy needs, seesno short-
term fixes for consumers facing big
electric bills and $2-a-gallon gaso-
line.

Instead, Bush views long-term en-
ergy development as the answer, and
heiscertaintofaceabattlein Congress
over hisplan, which isto be released
later thisweek.

Theadministration hoped to garner
support today from labor |eaders
whose union members would benefit
from energy devel opment and power-
plant construction.

Among those meeting with Vice
President Dick Cheney wasTeamsters
president James Hoffa.,

If this summer’s high fuel prices
turninto soaring home heating costs
next winter, Bush's focus on long-
term solutions could become a po-
litical problem not only for the
White House, but also for congres-
sional Republicans facing reelec-
tionin 2002, say somepolitical ana-
lysts.

On Sunday, California Gov. Gray
Davisaccused the White House of ig-
noring “the greed of ... Texas energy
companies’ by refusingtocall fortem-
porary price caps on soaring electric-
ity costsin California and elsewhere
acrosstheWest.
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