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commentary

from other pens...

Hispanic growth draws
more political attention

By Will Lester

Associated Press Writer

WA SHINGTON — Thedramatic growth of the Hispanic popul ation
intheU. S. hasriveted the attention of the political establishment.

Republicans say their policies on everything from education toim-
migration will lure new votersamong the nation’ sfastest growing de-
mographicgroup. Democratscounter that the GOP’ shistoric stanceon
government spending, immigration laws and many social issues will
limit how much progressthe Republicans can make.

New figuresongrowth of theHispanic popul ation offered areminder
of the high stakes. The population of Mexican-Americansgrew by 53
percent over thelast decade.

President Bush cel ebrated M exi canindependenceat theWhiteHouse
andextended temporary refugetothousandsof Central Americanswho
cametothiscountry after ahurricane. Democratstook out Spanishlan-
guagetelevision ads explaining why Bush policieswere bad for His-
panics. Both parties started weekly radio addressesin Spanish.

“1t’svery nice both parties are paying respectsto our culture,” said
CeciliaMunoz, apolicy analyst at the National Council of LaRaza, a
Hispanic civil rightsgroup. “But it's not enough, not even close.

“If the president is having mariachis at the White House and other
members of his party are refusing to change ugly immigration laws,
it'shard to communicate anew outlook to Hispanics,” she said.

WhiteHouseofficialssay therewill beplenty of policiestoappeal to
Hispanics, from Bush'splansfor education accountability to hisinter-
estinoverhaulingimmigration policiesandthelmmigrationand Natu-
ralization Service. Republican Party chairman Jim Gilmore has
launched efforts within the party to attract Hispanic support in com-
munities and organize Hispanic leadership.

Republicansin Hispanic regions agree it will take significant steps
beyond imagery and speechesin Spanish to win over Hispanics.

Cdliforniastate AssemblymanAbel Ma donado, aRepublicanfrom
SantaBarbara, said Republicans“will haveto get out thereand talk to
the community, get out to the barrios, tell them what our messageis.”

Congressional candidate Noel Irwin Hentschel, running inaJune5
specia electionin an ethnically diversedistrict in south LosAngeles,
said: “We have to be there physically, be there to ... defend them so
they’ retreated with dignity and respect.”

Democrats were very conscious of immigrant issuesin 1996. The
Clinton administration aggressively pushed for citizenship for more
than 1 millionimmigrants, amoveit denied was political .

Clinton beat Republican Bob Dol eby awidemarginamong Hispan-
icsin 1996 in an election that soon followed some Republican-spon-
sored measuresthat were tough onimmigrants.

“The Republican Party lost its behind in key states because of the
wedge-issue mentality,” said Antonio Gonzal ez, president of the Wil-
liam C. Velasquez I nstitutein San Antonio.

Bush got 35 percent of the Hispanic vote after aconcentrated effort
and was above 40 percent in his home state of Texas. Democrats are
determinedto keep GOP percentagesfromgrowinginfutureelections.

Maria Cardona, communications director for the Democratic Na-
tional Committee, noted Bush got “the most Hispanic votes of any
Republican since Ronald Reagan” and Democrats are responding.
Hispanicscurrently identify with the Demaocratic Party at levelsrang-
ing from 60 percent to 80 percent in most states, though Hispani ¢ sup-
port wasevenly splitin 2000 in Florida.

Rep. Silvestre Reyes, a Texas Democrat and chairman of the Con-
gressional Hispanic Caucus, said thefocus on Hispanics, the Republi-
cans money advantage and concentrated strategy areclearly athreat.

“1 feel confident when Latinoslook at theissues,” hesaid, “they will
seeDemocratsarebetter advocatesfor their positionsandtheir interests.”

EDITOR SNOTE —WII Lester coverspolling and politicsfor The
Associated Press.
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WELL, LOOKS LIKE A GUMMER FILLED

~ WITH lNANE BLATHER , GENGELESS PAP AND
~ SOPHOMORIC HUMOR ON THE
. TELEVIGION ...
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They aretwo peoplewho buried pieces of their
young livesand moved on to become productive,
admirable people. Onewasagovernor then sena-
tor, theother achef, mother and church volunteer.
But their new livesmust have been something out
of an Edgar Allan Poe story. No matter how deep
they buried their pasts, a heartbeat thrummed
faintly intheir ears, asif fromafaraway grave. At
any moment, they knew, theold ghostscouldrise.

And of course, they did.

Kathleen Soliah went ontria yesterday in Los
Angeles on charges that, as a member of the
Symbionese Liberation Army, she planted nail-
studded pipebombsunder twopolicecarsin 1976.
For most of her 23yearsasafugitive, shehasbeen
living as Sara Jane Olson, wife of an emergency
room doctor and mother of three daughtersin St.
Paul, Minnesota.

Last week, Bob Kerrey, former governor and
two-term senator, admitted that as a 25-year-old
lieutenant in Vietnam hewasresponsiblefor kill-
ing women and children during araid in 1969.

Both Soliah and Kerrey have lived exemplary
livesintheseveral decadessincetheviolentinci-
dentsthat havelanded theminthenewsthisweek.
Bothwereyoung at thetime. Neither isathreat to
society now.

Thequestionis: What goodisserved by dredg-
ing up thepast andimposing consequences?Their
casesbegthequestion: What shoul d bethepurpose

® commentary

of punishment?Isittorehabilitate, todeter further
crime or to make criminals pay aprice? If itisto
rehabilitate, both have done the job well on their
own. If it isto deter further crimes, both are clear
on that front, too.

Soliahclearlyisnolonger theradical, misguided
youngwomanthat policedescribe. Friendssay it's
awaste of taxpayer money to conduct atrial thatis
expectedtolast eight months, anditisespecially a
waste to put agood woman behind bars, taking a
mother away from three daughters.

But what about paying apricefor one' sactions?
If Soliah is given a get-out-of-jail-free pass, we
sendthemessagethat all will beforgivenif youcan
successfully elude your captors for a sufficient
number of years.

Thisisnot justice. Justice is facing up to your
actions, no matter how many years have passed.
Justiceis allowing ajury to sift through the evi-
dence. Justice is making sure the police officers
who were almost blown to bitsare given apublic
accounting of the conspiracy to taketheir lives.

Inthecivilianlifeinwhich Soliah operated, the

NO-THEY'RE
BACK AT WORK .
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rules were clear. In the Vietnam War, they were
anything but.

Kerrey and other young men found themsel ves
inamorally ambiguous, unwinnablewar. Somuch
of what our soldiers did there was both right and
wrong, and no one hasyet to defineaclear linebe-
tween thetwo.

Thestory toldtoday isasconfusingasit must have
been that night in Vietham. AsKerry and his men
arrived at agroup of four or five hooches, they re-
portedly werefiredupon. Kerrey’steamfired back.
They werehorrifiedto discover that the dead were
all women and children.

Should hebeprosecuted so, likethe LosAngel es
police officers, the families of those Vietnamese
women and children can hold someone account-
able?| can’timaginehow. Whoisqualifiedtogive
an accurate account of that night and whoisquali-
fiedtojudgetheactionsof soldierswhofeared for
their livesand, wheninfree-firezones, wereordered
to attack any “targets of opportunity,” including
people and villages?

Like haunting memories, justice can beaghost,
as ephemeral and difficult to define as a fog-
shrouded nightintheM ekong Delta. Butit canalso
be aheartbeat, aconcreteliving thing, thrumming
louder until someone hears.

Joan Ryan isa columnist for the San Francisco
Chronicle. Send commentstoher incareof thisnews-
paper or send her e-mail at joanryan@sfgate.com.

If you're still alive, you still have opportunities

He sat in my office and talked about hisrecent
businessfailure. “Itdidn’tkill me, soit must have
been alesson | neededto learn,” thisyoung busi-
ness-owner reasoned. | admired theyoung man's
maturity.

Hisattitudeinspired thiscolumn. What hesaid
isapart of agood operating philosophy for life. If
it doesn't kill you, you still have opportunitiesto
changethefinal outcome.

Failureisnot permanent. Setbacks are tempo-
rary. Knockdownsarenot thesameasknockouts.
Only deathislasting.

So, if you'restill dive, celebratetheday. 1f you
still have your feet, stand up and run. |f you can
talk, thank God for another day and anew oppor-
tunity.

Theriver of lifeis never a smoothly flowing
current. It offersmany challenges. Many circum-
stancesdrag usdown. Bad thingshappentogood
people. | don’t know why, but | know they do.

I’'m learning that what happensto usis not as
important as what we do about it. The circum-
stanceswefacearen’t ascritical ashow wechoose
to react to them.

So here are somethoughtsfor you readerswho
are in atough spot today. You may have been
knocked flat and are wondering if life is worth
getting back upfor. Itis.

What doesn’t kill you...

«...isalesson. However, thelessonisnotaways
obvious. Ask, and keep asking these questions:
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I?HELP ME oUT. DIDN'T WE GO
THROUGH AN ENERGY GRISIS ONCE
BEFORE? AND WE DRoVE SMALLER
CARS AND TYRNED DoWN
THE THERMOSTAT AND--AM T
REMEMBERINé THIS RIGHT?
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ITS A COMPLETE
BLANK To ME.
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® mindingyourown
business

What can| learnfrom thissetback? What can| do
differently to profit from thisadversity? What is
Godtryingtoteachmeinthissituation? Thenlook
and listenfor theanswers. | believewe canlearn
morefromsorrow thanfromjoy, morefromillness
thanfromhealth, morefromfailurethanfromsuc-
cess- if weareactively looking for thelesson.

» ...makesyou stronger. Trias, adversitiesand
misfortunes strengthen the inner man. President
Abraham Lincoln suffered many setbacksin his
life. Hefailed in business, lost his young sweet-
heart, had anervous breakdown and was humili-
ated inlosing numerous political elections.

Yet he tried once again and was elected Presi-
dent of theUnited States. Hispreviousexperience
withadversity strengthened him. Hewasprepared
tolead Americathrough one of the most troubled
and controversia timesinitshistory.

» ...makes you wiser. Benjamin Disragli said,
“Thereisno education without adversity.” How-
ever, thewisdom is not automatic. Some people
who suffer setbacksturnbitter and withdraw from
life. Othersexperienceevengreater adversity and
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yet they usetheknowledgegainedtogrow and pros-
per.

What is the difference? We gain wisdom from
experienceonly if werealizethat what happensto
usisnot asimportant aswhat wechooseto do about
it. Youarewiserif youdecidetoturnasetback into
apositivelearning experience.

«...makesyou thankful. Cancer didn’tkill mein
1997. However, it hasmade me morethankful for
every oneof thenearly 1400daysl’ velived sincel
recovered. Everyday isagreat day.

I’'m thankful | have meaningful work to do, and
that | feel likedoingit. I'm thankful whenwere-
ceiverefreshing rains, and for the sun that always
follows. I’mthankful for thebillsthat comeevery
month, and that we can pay themall. I’ m thankful
for thewinter season of rest, and for the springtime
of renewal.

Yes, | still havesetbacks, but I’ mthankful for the
lesson to be learned from them. Some days will
alwaysbebetter than others, but everyday isagreat
day and I’ m thankful.

Don Taylor isthe co-author of “ Up Against the
Wal-Marts.” Youmaywritetohimincareof“ Mind-
ing Your Own Business,” POBox67, Amarillo, TX
79105. Column sponsored by Goodland Area
Chamber of Commerce Business Development
Committee.
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