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[taly’s new prime minister promises to cut taxes and create jobs

ap news capsules

By the Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL

ROME — Billionairemediamogul
SilvioBerlusconi returnedtothefamil-
iar Italian airwavesto accept hiselec-
toral victory, promising Italiansthat as
prime minister hewill keep hisprom-
isesto cut taxesand createmorethana
million jobs.

AppearingonstatetelevisionMon-
day night against a backdrop of gilt-
framed oil paintings and antiques at
his Milan villa, Berlusconi said he
would need only ashort timeto form
a government following his coal-
ition’svictory in both houses of Par-
liament.

“l amconvincedthat youall feel the
needfor agovernment that governsand
for a premier who speaks less and
works more and better,” Berlusconi
said, reading from a prepared state-
ment.

His center-left challenger, Fran-
cesco Rutelli, conceded defeat hours
earlier, ending a campaign that grew
increasingly bitter as questions
mounted about Berlusconi’s possible
conflicts of interest, hislegal battles,
and choice of right-wing partners.

Thesamequestionsexplainedreac-
tiontoBerlusconi’svictory in Europe,
whereright-wing forceswelcomed a
new conservative government but
left-leaning |eaders were far more
cautious.

President Bush congratulated
Berlusconi and the State Department
said Washington hoped to “enjoy a
cooperative and fruitful relationship”
with hisgovernment.

TOKY O—It'sfinally official: The
Imperial Palace today formally an-
nounced Crown Princess Masako is
pregnant after nearly eight years of

marriageto Japan’'sroyal heir.

The announcement by Kiyoshi
Furukawa, grand master of the crown
prince’ shousehold, comesonemonth
after the notoriously close-mouthed
palace issued a terse statement that
Masako, who is 37, was “showing
signs’ of pregnancy.

“It has been determined that the
crown princess is three months preg-
nant,” he said. “If all goes well, the
baby will beborninlate November or
early December.”

If thebaby isaboy, hewould besec-
ondinlinetothethroneafter hisfather,
Crown PrinceNaruhito, theeldest son
of Emperor Akihito and Empress
Michiko. No malechildren have been
born to the royal family since
Naruhito’s younger brother 35 years
ago.

Masako, agraduateof Harvard Uni-
versity andformer diplomatinJapan’s
Foreign Ministry, wed Naruhito in
1993.

NATIONAL

OAKLAND, Calif. — Yvonne
Westbrook recallswhen getting relief
fromthesymptomsof multiplesclero-
sismeant venturinginto seedy parksto
buy bagsof marijuanafromdrug deal -
ers.

So she worries that the U.S. Su-
preme Court’s unanimous ruling
Monday could mean areturn of those
days. The high court said thereis no
exceptioninfederal anti-druglawsfor
patientsto usemarijuanato easetheir
pain from cancer, AIDS or other ill-
nesses.

Westbrook isfearful theruling could
mean the end for the dozens of distri-

bution clubsthat sprang up after Cali-
forniapassed Proposition 215, thestate
law allowing peopleto grow and pos-
sess medical marijuana. “With the
clubsyou’ reabletogotoaclean, safe,
secureenvironment,” shesaid.

VotersinArizona, Alaska, Colorado,
Maine, Nevada, Oregon and Washing-
ton also have approved ballot initia-
tivesallowingtheuseof medical mari-
juana. In Hawaii, the Legislature
passed asimilar law and the governor
signedit last year.

Patients like Westbrook could still
use marijuana for medical reasonsin
statesthat allow it, legal expertssaid.
Butitwouldbemoredifficulttoobtain
because distribution violates federal
law.

AUSTIN, Texas — The Texas
House has rejected a bill that would
havegivenjuriesinthenation’sNo. 1
death penalty state a new sentencing
option for murderers: lifewithout pa-
role.

The72-65 voteagainst the measure
Monday was close enough that the
bill’ ssponsor, Rep. JuanHinojosa, said
hewouldtry to get membersto recon-
sider it as soon as today. The Senate
already approved the bill.

Texaslaw allowsjuriestwo options
for capital murder convictions: death,
or alife sentence with the possibility
of paroleafter 40 years.

Some lawmakers and prosecutors
have objected to the bill, saying it
would make it difficult to get death
sentences. Expertsfor both sideshave
testifiedthat convicted murdererssen-
tencedtolifeunder thecurrentlaw are

unlikely toget out of prisonbeforethey
die.
WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON —Americans, col-
lectively, are growing older. And
they’ re expanding their ideas of what
it meansto “ settle down.”

There was a 71 percent increase in
the number of unmarried partnersliv-
ing together between 1990 and 2000,
the latest censusfinds. It dwarfed the
growthinmarried-couplehouseholds,
up 7 percent the past decade.

Datarel eased by the CensusBureau
today also showed larger increasesin
other alternative arrangements: a 25
percent increase in the number of
womenlivingwiththeir ownchildbut
without a husband; and a 21 percent
growthinthe number of peopleliving
alone.

Later this year the Census Bureau
will reveal more details, such as how
many unmarried coupleswereinsame-
sex rel ationships, or how many people
living alone were elderly widows.

Still, the figures should place new
pressureonlawvmakerstodeal withthe
issues of changing family structures,
said Thomas Coleman, executive di-
rector of the American Association of
Single People.

Those issues include expanding
employee benefits for domestic part-
ners and recognizing same-sex part-
nerships.

WASHINGTON — The number of
airplanes, vehiclesand peopleon run-
way's continues to grow, and the head
of the National Transportation Safety
Board warns that a catastrophic acci-
dent could result.

Carol Carmody, acting chairwoman
of the National Transportation Saf ety
Board, said shefearsthat twolargeair-
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linerscouldwind upcollidingonarun-
way unlessthe problem of incursions
isreduced. Generally, incursions are
defined as passengers, planes or ve-
hicles that appear on runways but
aren’t supposed to bethere.

The problem is getting worse. In
2000, there were 431 runway incur-
sions, comparedwith 321in1999, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration records
show.

Incidentsthisyear arerunning ahead
of last year’space, with 130incursions
during the first four months of 2001,
compared with 118 during the same
period in 2000.

“Every day, we keep hearing about
anew runway incursion,” Carmody
saidinaninterview Monday. “ Aslong
asthere arethese kinds of numbers, it
makesthe possihility of acatastrophe
morelikely.”

Federal AviationAdministrator Jane
Garvey has called reducing runway
incidents “ one of the most important
FAA safety initiatives.”

WASHINGTON — FBI field of-
ficesweretoldin December that some
OklahomaCity bombingrecordscould
be discarded, but those instructions
wereretractedamonthlater after archi-
vistsdiscovered that some officeshad
failedtoturnover al their evidenceto
lawyersfor Timothy McVeigh, agov-
ernment official said.

Theinitial guidance went out in
December, the official said Monday,
four daysafter it wasrevealed the FBI
withheld thousands of pages of evi-
dencefrom lawyersfor the convicted
bomber.

Therevelationwasthelatest twistto
theFBI’smishandling of investigative
material sinthe OklahomaCity bomb-
ing case. TheFBI failedtoturnoverto

McVeigh'slawyerssome 3,135 pages
of investigative materials, including
interview reports, and physical evi-
dence such as photographs, tapes and
letters.

In another development, the FBI’s
Baltimorebureaulatelast week turned
up seven more documentsthat should
have been forwarded, a government
official, speaking on condition of ano-
nymity, said Monday night.

WASHINGTON—Aggressivenew
guidelinesfor doctorstreating peopl e
at risk for heart disease could nearly
triplethenumber of Americanstaking
drugsto lower their cholesterol.

Thenew guidelines, unveiledtoday,
recommend use of different tests to
screen for high cholesterol and revise
theoptimal standardsfor good and bac
cholesterol.

Diabeteswould beaddedtothecon-
ditionsindicatinganincreasedrisk for
heart disease.

Under theguidelines, thenumber of
Americans using prescribed choles-
terol drugs could jump from about 13
millionto 36 million, the National In-
stitutesof Health estimated. Thenum-
ber of people prescribed a restricted
diet to lower cholesterol would also
grow sharply.

“Studies show conclusively that
loweringthelevel of low-density lipo-
protein, or LDL, the bad cholesterol,
can reduce short-term risk for heart
diseaseby asmuchas40 percent,” said
Dr. Claude Lenfant, director of the
National Heart, Lungand Blood | nsti-
tute.

The guidelines, being published in
thisweek’sissue of the Journal of the
American Medical Association, alsc
takemorenoteof “good” high-density
lipoprotein.
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