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Saints and sinners: Saint gets special place In Heaven

Thenameof thiscolumnis*® Saintsand Sin-
ners.” Mostly itisabout sinners. Paul Murphy
was one of thesaints.

Whenl first met him, hewasabusdriver for
the city transit system in Boston, and | was a
radio broadcaster. Paul came into the station
wearing his bus driver’s uniform. He was fat,
and hereminded meof Ral ph Kramden, thebus
driver in Jackie Gleason's “ The Honeymoon-
ers.”

Paul was looking for help. For a period of
several months, he and hiswife had visited a
friend at Holy Ghost Hospital in Cambridge,
Mass. Duringthat time, they madetheacquain-
tance of Eleanor Marvin, who was sharing the
room with their friend.

Eleanor, who was 39, had been abedridden
patient at the hospital for eight years, avictim
of multiple sclerosis. Shewas originally from

Colorado, so her acquaintancesaround Boston
were few to start with. After eight years, they
had dropped off almost compl etely.

TheMurphy’s friendwenthomeeventualy,
but Eleanor remai ned, and Paul couldn’t get her
out of hismind.

He kept thinking of her sitting there with
nothing to look at but the four walls and the
ceiling.

It was while thoughts like these were going
through his mind that Paul got an idea. Why
couldn’t one hire an ambulance to take people
likeEleanor onsightseeingtoursaroundtown?
That would give them something to talk about
foralongtime.

He made some calls. An ambulance, he
found, would cost $15anhour at that time. Paul
set out to raise the money. He passed the hat
among hisfellow busdriversandraised $54.10
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— more than enough for athree-hour trip for
Eleanor.

Eleanor had the time of her life. She saw all
thesightsin Boston she had long been waiting
to see. When it wastimefor supper, she asked
to goto Howard Johnson's.

“For over eight years| have been craving a
grilledfrankfurter,” shesaid. “Not aboiledone
but agrilled one—withpiccalilli, mustardand
all the fixings, just like you would have on a

picnic.”

Two daysafter thetrip, Paul got athank-you
note from Eleanor.

“It was one of the most blissful days| have
ever spent,” shewrote. “ That night, for thefirst
timeasfar back as| can remember, | slept like
ababy for theentire night.”

Paul didn't stop there. He arranged other
tours.A 25-year-old mother, apoliopatient, was
taken to see the Christmas lights. Seven more
toursinall wereset upinthenext four months.

Somehow, Paul wasawaysableto comeup
with the money, but now his resources were
running thin.

Tomakealongstory short, | broadcast Paul’'s
sagaontheradioand asked my listenersto send
inmoney if they could. Inaweek, wehadraised
$1,000.

That was the beginning of Para-Tours (para

for paralytic).

For 16 years, Paul carried onwith hisbrain-
child. For 11 of those years— until he was 65
— hecontinuedtodriveacity bustomakeends
meet. But hisheart wasin Para-Tours.

The money never rolled in (far fromiit), but
throughtheyearsit becameeasier toraise. Paul,
of course, never kept apenny of it.

Then, oneday | got aletter from him.

“Every passing day is bringing me closer to
my 70thbirthday,” hesaid, “and | know that the
workinvolvedinthecontinuanceof Para-Tours
will begetting ever moretaxing. God hasbeen
generousin giving me good health to do this
work. But now | must stop.”

So, Paul was closing up shop. | remember
thinking that it must be nice to be ableto ook
forwardto retirement knowing that your place
in heavenisalready assured.

From pillars of salt to burning bush, author walks the Bible history

By Beth J. Harpaz
Associated Press Writer

NEW Y ORK — Ever wonder how
manna from heaven tasted, where
Noah'sark landed, or whether apillar
of salt till stands to mark the fate of
Lot'swife?

BruceFeiler, author of “Walkingthe
Bible” (William Morrow, $26), could
tell you. Hespent ayear trackingdown
placesand phenomenaassociatedwith
thefirst fivebooksof theBible, andin
theprocess, traversed threecontinents,
five countriesand four war zones.

Alongtheway, heencounteredarare
shrub that bears flaming red berries,
saidtobetheburningbushfromMoses
first encounter with God; outcroppings
of minerals by the Dead Sea, two sto-
ries high, which areliterally pillars of
salt; and a credible explanation for
manna from heaven — sweet, edible
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white globs that appear on certain oa-
sistreesinthelate spring.

But by thetimeFeiler wasdonewith
hisjourney, his mission had changed.

“Whenl first started | wasconsumed
withissuesof proof,” Feiler saidinan
interview. “ Whichrock?Whichmoun-
tain? Which body of water? In many
ways, that’swhat drew mein.”

But, headded, “thelonger | didit, the
less | becameinterested in proof, and
themore| becameinterested in mean-
ing. And my view onthisisthat we're
notgoingtoprovetheBible. Butwe're
not going to disproveit, either.”

Feiler said theoriginal writersof Bib-
lical stories “were not writing a text-
book,” they werecraftingthestory of how
their cultureand faith cameinto being.

Feiler added that nobody in the
MiddleEast ever “ bringsupthisissueof
proof. It's only the people who live far

9:15 am

J

401 Caldwell
899-6185
Sunday:. Bible Study:

Evening Service: 6

Church of Christ

Worship Service: 10:45 am

,? Wednesday: Bible Study: 7 pm

9:45 am

pm

Sunday: Sunday School

Pastor: Matthew Delp
Third & Caldwell
899-2080 or 899-3797
: 9:145am
Worship Service: 10:50 am
Evening Service: 6 pm

1
J

Eighth & Arcade « 899-5233
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:15 am
Worship Service: 10:30 am
Activities: Junior High & High School Youth Groups,
Adult Bible Study, Choir, Men’s and Women’s Groups,
Devotions Study, Monthly Fellowship
Special Notice: Handicap Accessible, Hearing
Assistance Equipment and Infant and Toddler

away who seem consumed by thisprob-
lem. Because the closer you live to the
land, the more you become persuaded
that these storieslivein these places.”

Feiler’squest began afew yearsago
after hevisited afriend in Jerusalem.

“My friend took me to this prom-
enade overlooking the city and said,
"Over thereisthiscontroversia neigh-
borhood — and over there isthe rock
where Abraham went to sacrifice
Isaac,”’ Feiler recalled. “It just hit me
like abolt of Cecil B. De Millelight-
ning. It never occurredto methat these
stories— so timeless and abstract —
might have happened in places you
could visit. And | thought, here’s an
idea. What if | travel al ongtherouteand
read the Bible along theway?’

Feiler hired Avner Goren, former
chief archaeol ogist of the Sinai during
the yearsthat Israel controlled the re-
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gion, to accompany him. The journey
beganinthesummer of 1998inTurkey,
at Mount Ararat, described in Genesis
asthefinal resting placeof Noah’sark,
and continued in the ancient city of
Harran, where God first spoke to
Abraham.

They thentravel ed downthespineof
Israel and the Palestinian territoriesto
sites associated with Abraham, | saac,
and Jacob. Next was Egypt, where Jo-
seph was enslaved and Moses was
born. Following the path of the I srael-
ites fleeing Egypt, Feiler and Goren
crossedtheRed Seaandthenthedesert,
traveling by foot, jeep, rowboat, and
camel through Israel to Jordan. They
endedthejourney inthesummer of ' 99
on Mount Nebo, where Moses died
gazing at the promised land.

But what madethebiggestimpacton
Feiler wastheir sojournsin the desert
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— dependent on canned food and
bottled water, roasting in the sun and
freezing at night, sleeping in tents,
awed by the starsand sunrises.

“AsAvner likes to say, you can't
spend three days in the desert and not
believein God,” he said. “You realize
how dependent you areontheelements,
and ultimately, how small you are.”

Feiler prepared for histrip by read-
ing 150 books — everything from
Lawrenceof Arabiato ThomasMann,
from rabbinic commentary to palitics
and history. But during the trip, “my
learning went from my head to my
feet,” he said. “By walking in these
places, by beingontheground, | devel-
oped a very tangible connection to
these places.”

Feiler describeslicking the pillar of
salt, noticing afireextinguisher sitting
next totheburning bush, and suffering

exquisite painin certain body partsaf-
ter ridingacamel for eight hours. Hein-
troduces us to the people he meets —
Muslim, Christian, Jew, scholar, poli-
tician, bedouin and soldier, from the
guard who takes a bribe to open up &
closed museum in Egypt, to the shep-
herd girls in Jordan whose chatter
wakeshimup at4am.

And asajournalist, not ascientist, he
offers various theories without judg-
ment, noting, for example, there are 22
candidatesfor the“real” Mount Sinai.

“WalkingtheBible” madebestseller
lists shortly after its release, joining
other popul ar booksabout religionand
spirituality, fromAnitaDiamant’s" The
Red Tent,” anovel told from the per-
spective of Joseph’s sister Dinah, tc
“The Prayer of Jabez,” by Bruce
Wilkinson, to Karen Armstrong’s
“Buddha,” abiography.
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