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Suicide bomber In Israel kills himself and four others

By the Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL

NETANYA, Israel — A suicide
bomber set off explosives at the en-
tranceto ashopping mall inthissea-
sidecity today, killing himself and at
least four othersand wounding up to
40 people, withessesand I srael radio
said.

Netanyais about 6 milesfrom the
West Bank and has been the scene of
several bomb attacks by Palestinian
militants in the past. There were no
immediate claims of responsibility.

Witnessessaidthe bomber tried to
get into the mall but was stopped by
security guards.

Theshopping mall wascrowded at
midday today, aspeoplepreparedfor
the Jewish Sabbath. After the explo-
sion, policecleared peopleout of the
mall and closed off the area.

GOUMOI S, France — Rescuers
made contact today with eight Swiss
vacationers trapped in a flooded
French cave and reported that all of
them were alive, an official said.

The group was located about 300
feet fromthe entrance of the narrow,
winding cave, Herve Tonnaire, atop
aide to the prefect of the Doubs re-
gion, said by telephone.

Therewasnoindication of thecon-
dition of the five men and three
women, trapped since Wednesday as
rescuers struggled to gain access to
the cave and frantically pumped wa-
ter out.

Thenewsthat theeight werealive
came after rescue workers reached
one of two known air pocketsin the
cave knownlocally asthe“Bief-du-
Paroud” andfound it empty, officials
said.

ap news capsules

ThomasArbenz of the Swiss Soci-
ety for Cave Research, which has 30
specialists at the site, said Thursday
that the only hope for the group was
to find apocket of air.

Diverswere unableto get into the
caveuntil late Thursday, after rescu-
ers used explosives to widen its en-
trance. Gehain said rescuers were
making slow progress.

NATIONAL

Y ORK, Pa. — Inthe 32 yearssince
theYork raceriots, Charlie Robertson
has gone from an angry young police
officerydling“whitepower!” atarally
toatwice-el ected mayor who appeared
well on hisway to another term.

Now, events from that turbulent
summer threaten to end Robertson’s
career — and possibly land himin
prison.

On Thursday, Robertson was
charged inthe 1969 murder of Lillie
BelleAllen, ablack womanwhowas
shot to death after driving into a
whitegang’sneighborhood. Six oth-
ers have been charged in the attack.

Robertson, 67, maintai nshisinno-
cence. He said Thursday that he has
no planstoresignor giveup hiscam-
paign for re-election.

When awhiterookiepoliceofficer
was fatally shot trying to patrol the
city, other officersattendedarallyin
which Robertson admits he yelled
“white power!” Prosecutorsnow say
Robertson also gave hunting-rifle
bullets to white gang members and
told them to kill blacks.

Robertson, who has been mayor
since 1994, washandcuffed, booked
and released on $50,000 bail Thurs-

day. He was charged with both mur-
der and criminal homicide, accord-
ing to court papers.The arrest came
two days after he won the Demo-
cratic mayoral primary.

NEW Y ORK — French telecom-
munications equipment maker
Alcatel SA isreportedly inadvanced
talksto buy U.S. rival Lucent Tech-
nologies for slightly more than $40
billion.

The New York Times reported to-
day that the deal would be a nearly
all-stock transaction representing
about a 20 percent premium over
Lucent’s current value of $33.5 bil-
lion. Alcatel is valued at $39.5 bil-
lion.

The talks have reached a critical
stageand adecision about whether to
proceed with formal negotiationsis
expected within the next week, the
Timesreported, citing sourcesclose
tothe deal.

If the companies decide to move
forward, adeal could be announced
by early June, the sources said. The
chances of the deal going through
were described as 50-50.

Lucent, spunoff fromAT& T Corp.
in 1996, is among the most widely
held stocksin the country, but it has
fallen on hard timesin the last year.
A string of strategic missteps and
profit disappointments led to the
ouster of Lucent’s chief executive
and amajor restructuring.

Discussionsabout asal eof Lucent
toAlcatel grew out of talksabout the
sale of Lucent’s fiber optic cable
business. Alcatel still planstobidfor

that businessif it doesnot acquireall
of Lucent, the sources said.

PARKLAND, Wash. — An assis-
tant music professor at a small
Lutheranuniversity wasfatally shot
on campus by aman who apparently
chose his victim at random before
turning the gun on himself, authori-
tiessaid.

The gunman died of hisinjuries
about seven hours after the shooting
Thursday afternoon.

Authorities identified the shooter
as 55-year-old Donald Cowan and
said his last known address was in
Tacoma, just north of the Pacific
Lutheran University. He had no af-
filiation with the school, university
spokesman Greg Brewis said.

The shooter apparently didn’t
know hisvictim, JamesD. Holloway,
but was angry with a female em-
ployee of the university, Pierce
County Sheriff’sLt. DaveHall said.

Hall said the gunman selected his
victim at random, shot himfour times
with a9 mm semiautomatic pistol,
placed a 16-page note by his body
and then shot himself. The 16-page
note, handwritten on yellow legal
paper, said the gunman intended to
kill aninnocent person, Hall said.

WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON — TheFBI agent
who first knew of a foul-up with
Oklahoma City bombing documents
did not inform his superiors about it
for months because hewastrying to
determine how bad the problemwas,
amemo on hismeeting with senators
shows.

Danny Defenbaugh, the lead in-
vestigator of the Oklahoma City
bombing case who was in charge of
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collecting investigative documents,
said the FBI had an inkling that
something was amiss as early as
January, according to a summary of
abriefing Defenbaugh gaveto mem-
bersof the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee. The summary was obtained
Thursday by The Associated Press.

Defenbaugh briefed lawmakerson
Tuesday. The next day, former FBI
Director Louis Freeh gave asimilar
account before Congress of the gap
in time between Defenbaugh’s dis-
coveringthedocumentsand alerting
his superiors.

Citingtheunreliability of theFBI's
bureau-wide computer system,
Defenbaugh said heoptedin 1995to
enter all thebombing documentsinto
aseparatedatabasein Oklahoma. As
itturnsout, 254 of theitemsactually
had been entered in the bureau-wide
system.

According to the memo, Defen-
baugh told lawmakers that in hind-
sight heshould havechecked the FBI
computer systemfor any documents.

WASHINGTON —A compromise
11-year, $1.35 trillion tax cut pack-
age remained unscathed in the Sen-
ate, pavingtheway for Congressnext
week to negotiate the final shape of
President Bush’s legislative center-
piece.

Most Senate Republicans, allied
with a band of Democratic moder-
ates, voted downamendmentsThurs-
day by Democratic criticsthat would
have trimmed the estate and income
tax cutsin favor of tax breaks for
collegetuition and married couples.

Senate Finance Committee Chair-
man Charles Grassley called the es-
tate tax votein particular a“critical

test” of themeasure’ sbipartisan bal-
ance, one that should signal to the
House and Bush that major alter-
ations will be difficult in a Senate
divided between 50 Democrats and
50 Republicans.

“It preservesthe basic elementsof
the bipartisan compromise,” Gras-
sley told reporters.

A final Senatevote on the biparti-
san packagewasset for late M onday,
but no votes on amendments were
planned today. That would set up &
showdown conference next week
withtheHouse, which has passed tax
cuts closer to Bush’s original 10-
year, $1.6 trillion plan.

WASHINGTON — After a com-
mittee deadl ock along party lineson
thennomination of Theodore Olson as
solicitor general, Republican leaders
said they would attempt to put the
matter before the full Senate.

Itwasthefirst timethisprocedure
hasbeen used under apower-sharing
agreement in the 50-50 Senate. The
move would force ashowdown over
the lawyer who argued George W.
Bush’s Florida election case to the
Supreme Couirt.

Senate M ajority L eader Trent L ott
pulled Olson’s nomination from the
Senate Judiciary Committee on
Thursday and will try to bring it
straight to the Senate floor. The so-
licitor general istheadministration’s
advocate before the high court.

The Judiciary Committee split 9-
9along party lineson Olson’snomi-
nation. The chairman, Sen. Orrin
Hatch, R-Utah, then asked Lott, R-
Miss., to take Olson’s nomination
from the committee and move it tc
thefloor.
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