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commentary

from other pens...

Famous neighborhood
over two centuries old

By Lawrence L. Knutson

Associated Press Writer

WA SHINGTON — Georgetown had been athriving Potomac River
port for ahalf-century when the federal government swept it into the
new District of Columbia.

This month, Georgetown celebrates its 250th anniversary with its
spirit and many of itsoriginal red-brick housesintact. It'snow apros-
perous city neighborhood, no longer an independent river village.

The French and Indian War was in the offing in May 1751 when
Georgetown was chartered by the Maryland legislature.

Thetown was at the highest point of navigation on the Potomac. 1t
was atobacco and grain port and aportal to the vast wilderness of the
Americaninterior.

“Georgetown iswhere the men of the 18th century, if they ventured
any further at al, changed into buckskin,” wrote LouisJ. Halle Jr.

In 1711, aSwiss baron, Christophle De Graffenreid, founder of the
New Berncolony inNorth Carolina, spotted thesite’ spotential, noting
that the largest oceangoing vessel could anchor there.

“1 believe there are scarcely any placesin the world more beautiful
and better situated,” the baron wrote.

British Gen. Edward Braddock passed throughin 1755 on hisway to
fighttheFrenchandfound anoutpost of civilization. “ Themenarevery
large and gallant and thewomen the most beautiful my eyeshaveever
looked at,” the enthusiastic general wrote.

Theoriginsof thetown’snamearedebated. Onecamp holdsfor King
Georgell. Another favorstwo local landowners, Georges both.

Georgetown citizens supported the American Revolution. And lo-
cation and poalitics brought the new federal capital to the Potomac.

PierreL’ Enfant, theFrenchmilitary engineer-turnedcity planner, laid
out the dashing avenues of the new city inthe early 1790s after estab-
lishing himself at aGeorgetowninn.

Althoughwork onthenew capital went onfor therest of the decade,
Georgetown was the nearest established community when John and
Abigail Adams moved into theWhite Houseinthefall of 1800.

But hepresident’ swifewasdecidedly unimpressedwith Georgetown.

“Itisthevery dirtyest holel ever saw,” shewroteafriend.

Thenew city slowly eclipsedtheold. Intheearly 1870s, Georgetown
wasfoldedinto the city of Washington and continued along decline.

Georgetown was rediscovered in the 1930s when the bright young
menandwomen of Franklin D. Roosevelt’ sadministration pouredinto
Washingtonandweresmitten by thenei ghborhood’ sstreetsand houses.

“Gabledroofs, tiny dormersandinviting doorwayswith brassknock-
ersareremindersof the past,” thewriters of a1942 guidebook noted.

In recent years, the guidebook said, “the smaller homes have been
bought by artists, newspapermen, well-to-do government employees
and otherswho appreciated the charm that | ay beneath dilapidation.”

Wealthier peoplebought themansions, “ and with them returned the
social lifefor which Georgetownoncewasfamous,” theguidebook said.

Georgetown became known for “the Washington party,” presided
over by famous hostesses and attracting senators, Cabinet members,
ambassadors and the occasional president.

Future president and first lady, Sen. John F. Kennedy and hiswife,
Jacqueling, livedin ared-brick federal houseon N Street before mov-
ing to the White House. As president-elect, Kennedy announced ap-
pointmentsto the Cabinet fromitsfront steps.

Oneof itsmostinteresting housesis Tudor Place, completedin1816.
Theownerswere Thomas Petersand hiswife, MarthaCustis, agrand-
daughter of MarthaWashington. ShemadeTudor Placearepository of
Washington family memorabilia. It was opened to the publicin 1988.

Francis Scott Key was a Georgetown resident when he wrote the
wordsto “ The Star Spangled Banner” in 1814.

EDITOR SNOTE: Lawrence L. Knutson has covered the White
House, Congress and Washington history for morethan 30 years.

The Goodland Daily News

(USPS No. 222-460. ISSN 0893-0562)
Member: Kansas Press Association
The Associated Press
Inland Press Association Colorado Press Association

e-mail: daily@nwkansas.com

Steve Haynes, President
2 a’<>—;'—:b Tom Betz, Editor/Editorial Page
( ) Rachel Miscall, Managing Editor
SASSOCATC™"" Janet Craft, Society Editor/Reporter

Lester Bolen, Sports Reporter
Doug Jackson, Eric Yonkey, Judy Harper, Advertising Sales
SusanneAllaman, Adv. Production Debra Turner, Page Prod.
Sheila Smith, Office Manager Pat Schiefen Bookkeeping

Nor’west Press
Jim Bowker, General Manager
Ron VanLoenen Judy McKnight Richard Westfahl
Lana Westfahl Betty Morris Helen Dilts

L gl
L nwkansas.com

N.T. Betz, Director of Internet Services (nbetz@nwkansas.com)
Evan Barnum, Systems Admin.(support@nwkansas.com)

Publisheddaily except Saturday and Sunday andtheday observedfor New Year's
Day, Memorial Day, Fourth of July, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas
Day, at 1205 Main St., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

Periodicals postage paid at Goodland, Kan. 67735; entered at the Goodland,
Kan., Post Office under theAct of Congress of March 8, 1878.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Goodland Daily News, 1205
Main St., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

TELEPHONE: (785) 899-2338. Editorial e-mail: daily@nwkansas.com. Ad-
vertising questions can be sent to: gdnadv@nwkansas.com

The Goodland Daily News assumes no liability for mistakesor omissionsin
advertising or failureto publish beyond the actual cost of the ad.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: In Sherman County and adjacent counties: three months,
$22; sixmonths, $38; 12 months, $72. By mail in Kansas, Col orado: threemonths,
$ 28; six months, $50; 12 months, $95. (All tax included.) Out of area, weekly
mailing of fiveissues: three months, $25; six months, $40; 12 months, $75.

Incorporating:
The Sherman

County Herald

SHERMAN, COUNTY

" ST*R

Founded by Thomas McCants Founded by Eric and
1935-1989 Roxie Yonkey
) 1994-2001

Nor’West Newspapers
Haynes Publishing Company

\ Mtementary schost
Slualrits

Weg#z Achecl
Atuderts

NO MORE

o v g

Collepe
oreauates

A HERE'S A s0B... 4
| SR i)
¥l SWORT-ORDER i/
COOKS. "

Iy !

&

%

Arefarmersbeing set up again over this China
thing?

What would happen if the Commerce Depart-
ment made a contract with the Peoples Republic
of Chinato buy all the soybeansin the US farm
belt?

How would the American farmer feel if flybys
wereover Taiwan straitsand mainline Chinaem-
bargoed grain exports?

Would anyone careif the American farmer be-
cameadi spensablepawninthedefenseof Ameri-
cancrony capitalismin China?

It'sabout timeAmericansstopwatchingtheglo-
riesof themilitary-industrial complex onthehis-
tory channel. It's about time the memory of the
greatest generation of blood and guts General
George Patton and thewarrior of the Pacific Gen-
eral Douglas M cArthur, areforgotten.

It'stimeweseethisnewworldorder of freetrade
for someisas phony asaChinese banker’s credit
card.

ThisAmericanManifest Destiny isstill aliveand
well and it didn’t stop at the water’s edge. Now
therearecrony U.S. corporationsin China, Korea,
Indonesiaand Malaysia — thefancy guyscall it
freetrade?

Ahint.

Water, whenit freezes, expands. Getsbigger. If
itisinaconfined place, it hasanamazing capacity
to make that space— bigger. Evenin spacesthat
don’'t want to get bigger.

Even early in the fall, when the forecast is for
bel ow-freezingtemperaturesfor thenight, takethe
hoses off the outside faucets.

| realizethat weathermen areonly theretomake
economic forecasters look good, but the law of
averagessaysthat they will beright— sometime.
TheBoy Who Cried Wolf effect, so pay attention.

Andif that sometimecomes, andyoudon’t heed
thewarning....

Spring comes, eventually.

Andwhenitdoes....

Things have been dry since the last rain. And
thetime came Thursday, asit doesinApril inthis
country, to water theflowers.

Out camethehosesthat hadbeenin storagesince
lastfall. Latelastfall. Rememberlastfall?l didn’t
either — at least not well enough.

On went the hoses.

Theactual wateringwasentrustedtothecareof
ateen-ager. Nothing wrong with that, but teens
don’t always have the life experiences to realize
when thingsare Not Quite Right.

Mom wasin the back yard. | was out of town.
Far out of town. Safely out of town.

Sonwasinthefrontyardready towater thegasp-
ing flowers.

Faucet cameon. Full.

Water trickled out. Slowly.

Son standsthere.

Looking.

Thinking.

Figuring that — hey — the water has been off
all winter, maybeit needstimetobuild up pressure.
Not realizing that this pressureis never going to
build up, becauseit aready has Somewhere Else
togo.

Inside.

Mom, for some ordai ned-from-above reason,
picked that time to go downstairs. It could have
beenlater, much, muchlater, butitwasn’t—thank-
fully.

She heard the sound of running water. Pipes
sound likerunningwater whenthereiswater run-
ning through them. But thiswas different.

Unrestrained running water.

Andwhenshelooked, it wascascadingdownthe
walls, and flowing acrossthefloor.

With a scream and ayell, shewas up the stairs
and outside so fast sheleft smoke behind. Not to
worry, there was plenty of water around to put it
out.

The rest of the evening was spent moving Ev-
erything on the west side of the houseto be piled
high on the east side. Out came the shop vac, and
up camethe carpets.

Foresight yearsago in thisdepartment saved us
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Since the Korean War the battle cry of hulking
State Department was ...” we only want what is
good for you and that’smore competition. Smash
down your trade barriers or we will not invest
money inyour crony corporations.”

That sounds pretty good, more competition and
more sweat shops. But what did they say in 1972
when the first grain exports to the USSR hit the
futures market?

Didthesefancy guyssay wewant morecompe-
tition? No! Onemember of thetribal council (Con-
gress) fromthat pioneer villagea ong the Potomac,
introduced something called the Most Favored
Nation statute.

Hesaid thisnew global market for farmerswas
the great grain robbery, and we have got to stopit.

Well whesat that had been $1.20abushel now sold
for $3.75, or more. Soif that wasstealing, farmers
may have said “come steal from meagain.”

And notadrop to d
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now.

When we first moved in, we installed Kanga-
backed carpet downstairs. Thisisbasically nylon
carpet in aspecial foam pad. Wipeit off, and it's
dry. Doesn'trot. Doesn’t smell. Inabasement, it's
amost arequirement.

So, up camethe carpets, out camethefans, and
the de-humidifier went on. Extra-High.

By Friday everything dried out.

Saturday it wastimeto put it all together, start-
ing with replacing that * & ~%# faucet.

Step one— go to hardware store, buy all parts
that you *think* you need to replace the faucet.

Step two — turn off the water to the house.

Step three— uh, turn off thewater tothe house.

Step four — why won't the water to the house
turn off? Bad valve. Bad, bad valve. Go sitinthe
corner. Play dead. Oh, you already are.

Step five — shut off the water at the street, so
you can replace the valve so you can shut off the
water at thehousesoyou canreplacethefaucet that
leaks. (!)

Thisis now Saturday afternoon. | don’t figure
the chances are very good that I’m going to find
someonefromthecity cheerful enoughtoturnoff
thewater at the meter. They don’t makeit easy to
do, probably on purpose, by using an odd nut, so
I’mthankful that sucker wasn't ontoo tight.

Step six — with the water off, go back to hard-
warestoretobuy all thepartsyou* think* youneed
toreplacethehouseshut-off valve. Useacluefrom

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages
and welcomes letters from readers. L etters
should be typewritten if possible, and
should include a telephone number and,
most importantly, a signature. Unsigned
letters will not be published. Form letters
will be rejected, as will letters deemed to
be of no public interest or considered of-
fensive. We reserve theright to edit letters
for length and good taste. We encourage
letters, with phone numbers, by e-mail to:
<daily @nwkansas.com>.

Thisbeltway economicsthat sayslow farm prices
isas good as atax cut for the people was hard to
follow. What was wrong with good ole Uncle
Lenoid Brezhnev buying the farmersgrainin this
freemarket economy?

What was wrong is the USSR ended up buying
our entire stored surplus.

No surpluses...no need for abureaucracy? We
can'thavethat! Thevery samenuclear corporations
that |obbied thebig chief inthewhiteteepeeto open
trade with the USSR was madder than Ted Turner
before his mediation.

What hadbeenagreat political successof toolittle
surpluseshad becameapolitical orphanthat noone
would claim credit for. The export of manufactur-
ingtechnol ogy tothe USSR wasonething but farm
exports? That wasway too big aboo (freetrade).

WEell thedifference between nuclear technol ogy
andfarmexportsto Chinaisthedifferencebetween
fried chicken and chicken litter. It would takethe
supreme Court to issue an export license for farm
exportsbutif someson of aChinesegeneral isfound
down loading classified nuclear technology some
liberal judgewould let him out of jail.
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previoustripslikethis: taketheold partswith you
soyou cansay, “1 need oneof these. Thispipesize,
thislength.” Savestripsback.

Step seven — replace house shutoff valve, re-
placefaucet, solder pipestogether.

Step eight — turn on water at street. RUN back
intoseeif thereareany leaksintherepair job. Open
valves, check again.

Hot dog, it all works.

Step nine— put thebasement back together. This
includesputting thingsback inthecabinet hanging
fromthe sheet-rocked wall right by theleaky pipe.
Remember theleaky pipe?Becausethesheet-rock
did.

Funny thing about sheet-rock. When itisdry, it
isfairly strong. Strong enough to hang cabinets
from—if you don't get too carried away.

Butwhenitgetswet ... well, it canturntomush,
and often can’t even hold itsown weight.

As| opened the doors to put thingsin the cabi-
net, it said “so long” to thewall and leapt into my
arms.

Sotherel stand, surprised, again, wonderingwhat
isnext.

Afterwaitingfor thewall to dry — andthesheet-
rock to get hard again— | re-hung the cabinet and
finished putting the basement back together.

Cleaner, and with alittleless stuff.

Renting is starting to look awfully attractive.
Rentersdon’t haveto water their flowers.

berry’s world
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