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at noon

Today
* Sunset, 8:00 p.m.

Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 5:26 a.m.
* Sunset, 8:01 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 57 degrees
« Humidity 25 percent
« Sky sunny
+ Winds north 30-39 mph
* Barometer 29.93 inches

and falling

* Record High 95° (1939)
* Record Low 36° (1930)

Last 24 Hours*

High 72°
Low 43°
Precipitation none

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: Partly cloudy, low 35-40,
north 10-20. Tomorrow: Partly
cloudy, high 60-65, low 35-40, north-
west wind 15-25 mph.

Extended Forecast
Friday: dry, high 60s. Saturday:
dry, high 65-75, low 40s. Sunday: dry,
high 70s, low 40s.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Current wheat — $2.72 bushel
New wheat — $2.74 bushel

Posted county price — $2.72
Corn — $1.72 bushel

Posted county price — $1.62

Loan deficiency payment — 37¢
Milo — $2.79 hundredweight
Soybeans — $3.91 bushel

Posted county price — $3.83

Loan deficiency payment — $1.07
Millet — $6.00 hundredweight
Sunflowers

Oil current crop — $6.85 cwi.

Oil new crop — $5.90 cwt.

Loan deficiency pmt. — $2.96

Confection current — $15/$7 cwt.
Pinto beans — $14 (new crop)

(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco

Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century

Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

T
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Party switch
makes waves

WASHINGTON — Republi-
can Sen. James Jeffords of Ver-
mont decided toabandon hisparty
and become an independent, offi-
cials said today, a momentous
switch that would end GOP con-
trol of the Senateand crimp Presi-
dent Bush’s ability to pass his
agenda.

Jeffords, amoderateinaparty of
conservatives, toldreportersinthe
Capitol he had made up his mind
about his political future and
would fly home to Vermont to
makeanannouncementon Thurs-
day.

“1 want to go home to my
people,” hesaid.

Senatorsin both partiesaswell
as aides to the longtime Vermont
lawmaker saidhehadtoldthemhe
would leave the Republicans, be-
come an independent and align
himself with the Democrats for
organizational purposes.

Late news
from the
Associated
Press

Vet biers
on way to
memorial

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Daily News

They gatheredinOntario, Calif.,on
May 15 and headed toward Washing-
ton, asthey havefor thepast 12 years,
and Sunday morningtheVeteransRun
fortheWall maketheir annual gasstop
in Goodland.

Thereislots of black |eather, ban-
dannas, helmets and Harley’s as the
motorcycleriderscameroaring down
the off ramp from1-70.

For many, the ride to the Vietnam
Memorial Wall isaquintessential vi-
sion of the motorcycle gangs of leg-
end from the turbulent ' 60s. If you
look closer, though, there are alot of
gray beards visible and most of the
patches on the coatstell of past mili-
tary service. Some tell how many
yearsarider hasbeenmakingthispil-
grimageto honor thosewho areunac-
counted for as prisoners of war or
missinginactionintheViethamWar.

These are American veterans, and
most arenow intheir late 40sto mid-
50sastheyearsroll by sincethe end
of thewar in 1973 and thededication
of theWall in 1993. Ages of the par-
ticipantsrangefrom8to 80; thereare
mothers, fathers, grandfathers, grand-
mothers (who ridetheir own bikes!),
veterans from World War 11, Korea,
Vietnam, Desert Storm, active mili-
tary personnel, supporters, and fam-
ily.

The leader of the group this year
wasMiloGordonof Colby, Wis.,who
saidit was hisseventh trip acrossthe
country. Beforeheading out, hetalked
to the crew in aforward support ve-
hicleabout possibleroad construction

Running for the

-~

P

Vietnam Veteran Lee Vela of Gardnerville, Nev., known
head east on his motorcycle as part of the 13th annual Veterans Run For The Wall, which stopped in Good-
land Sunday morning to refuel. This is Vela’s fourth year making the trip from Los Angeles to Washington,
Photo by Tom Betz/ The Goodland Daily News

D.C.

problems between WaK eeney and
Hays. Thegroup plannedto spendthe
night in Salina. They plan to bein
Washington by Friday for theMemo-
rial Day weekend and aspecial obser-
vanceat theWall on Sunday aspart of

the Rolling Thunder parade.

Gordon said they were glad to get
to Kansas, asthey got soaked travel-
ing through Colorado on Saturday,
spendingthenightinLimonand hav-
inga“great dinner” at Hugo.

as “Stump” because of his mis

sing leg, prepared to

AmongthegroupinGoodland Sun-
day was" Stump,” nicknamed because
helostaleginthewar. LeeVelaisfrom
Gardnerville, Nev., and thisis his

See BIKES, Page 7

St. Francis feedyard says packing plant unfair

KANSASCITY,Mo. (AP)—Farm-
land National Beef Packing Co. was
warned it might break federal law if it
refused to buy cattle from a feedyard
ownerwho had criticizedthecompany,
aU.S. Department of Agricultureoffi-
cial said Tuesday.

Thetestimony from DeanAlexander,
aKansas City regional supervisor for

Board stays

theUSDA, cameontheopeningday of
anadministrativehearingtodetermine
whether National Beef engagedin un-
just practiceswhenitallegedly reduced
itscattle purchasesfromtheCallicrate
Cattle Company Feedyard in St.
Francis, Kan.

Alexander said abuyer for National
Beef told himthecompany wasconsid-

with plan;

gives principals raises

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

The Goodland School Board on
Monday decided to keep the same
health insurance plan, though it will
cost the district, which is already fac-
ingfinancial problems, $150,000more
next year.

Ataspecia meetingsettodiscussthe
insurance plan and teacher contracts,
theboardal so approved the2001-2002
negotiated agreement, accepted two
resignations, hired two coaches, a
teacher and ajunior high activitiesdi-
rector and approved salaries for prin-
cipals,employeesandthedistrict’spsy-
chologist.

After hearing that a majority of the
insurancecommitteewantstokeepthe
plan, members voted to stay with the
Blue Cross and Blue Shield Kansas
Educational InsuranceTrust plan. The
insurance committee recommends a
plan, but the board doesn’t have to
agree.

At an earlier meeting, Superinten-
dent Marvin Selby said ahigh number
of claimscaused BlueCrosstoincrease

ratesby 32.8 percent, whichmeansthe
district will pay about $153,000 more
for health insurance in the next fiscal
year — starting on July 1.

Selby said the board doesn’t want to
raisetaxes, sothey will discussmaking
significant cuts to save money. That
could include not replacing ateacher
who has resigned, he said, or cutting
programs.

“We will make whatever cuts are
necessary,” he said. Thedistrict isa-
ready facing financial problems, as
declining enrollment means it won't
receiveasmuch statemoney nextyear.

During contract negotiations, the
teachers asked for the district to start
payingdental insurance, but Selby said
the proposition would prove to be too
expensive.

“That wasout of negotiationspretty
quick,” hesaid.

Aftertalking behindcloseddoorsfor
22 minutes, the board approved the
2001-2002 negotiated agreement,
whichteamsrepresentingtheboardand

See SCHOOL, Page 3

ering dropping all business with the
Callicrate feedyard after amanager at
thefeedyardcriticized National Beef in
aletter totheeditorintheWesternLive-
stock Journal. TheCallicratemanager,
Elroy Heim, testified that he wrotein
theletter that Farmland wasn’t paying
the premiumsit saidit would for high-
quality cattle.

The owner of the feedlot, Mike
Callicrate, also had complained to the
USDA.

Alexander told administrative law
Judge Jill Clifton that he warned the
National Beef representative that the
company could be violating federal
lawsif it stopped doing business with
Cdllicrate.

Tropical treat

mﬂ

Erica Fenner, a fourth grader at Central Elementary, ate a banana
splitalong with her classmates Friday on the school’s lawn. The stu-
dents, many of whom dressed up, were rewarded for reading 2,401
books since November, when Central’s annual reading program

began. The program had a tropical jungle theme this year.
Photo by Rachel Miscall/The Goodland Daily News

Prisoner
up for
parole

Man convicted of
1982 beating death

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

Gregorio Gomez Jr. has spent more
than half of hislife behind barsfor the
1982 beating death of an 89-year-old
Goodland man.

TheKansasParoleBoardwill decide
next month whether the 36-year-old
will spendupto20moreyearsinprison
or walk freethis summer.

Gomez, 17 at thetime; Ron Kernal,
18; and a 13-year-old Goodland boy,
were convicted of killing Jesus
Saavedra by beating him on the head
with a2x4 board.

Court records say the three went tc
Saavedra shomeintheearly morning
hours of June 10, after talking about it
at aparty, torob the old man.

Newspaper reports said the crew
kicked in the back door of Saavedra's
homeat 1618 ShermanAve., hittheol
manrepeatedly withtheboardand stole
about $1,400.

Margaret Diaz, a heighbor, found
Saavedraunconsciousin hishomethe
next day and he died at the Goodland
hospital four days later. While court
files say three other young Hispanic
men spotted outside Saavedra’s home
that night wereinvestigated, they were
never arrested or charged with any-
thing.

Gomez, Kernal andthejuvenilewere
arrested on June 28, 1982, and charged
withburglary andfirst-degreemurder.
The13-year-oldwassentencedinjuve-
nile court, while Kernal and Gomez,
whoturned 18 onApril 11, 1983, were
considered adults.

Thechargeswerereducedto second-
degree murder, and on Sept. 9, 1983
Gomez wassentencedto 15t040years
inprison, whileKernal —whowaived
his right to a preliminary hearing,
pleaded guilty and testified against
Gomez — got 7 to 20 years. The court
allowed both of their sentencesto run
from June 28, 1982, when they were
first arrested.

Gomez is how an inmate at the El
Dorado Correctional Facility, the
state’s maximum security prison.
Along with more than 100 other Kan-
sasprisoners, heisscheduledto havee
parole hearing in June. If granted pa-
role, hewould bereleasedin July.

Colene Seidel, parole board admin-
istrator, said first the board wants tc
hear opinionsfrom peopleabout letting
Gomez back on the streets.

Oneof hisaccompliceswasallowed
towalk about 10yearsago, but wasnot
freefor long.

After spending 10 yearsin prison,
Kernal wasreleased in June 1992, but
was sent back alittle over ayear later,
on Oct. 8, 1993. Bill Miskell, spokes-
manfor theK ansasDepartment of Cor-
rections, said Kernal violated the con-
ditions of his release, though he
couldn’t say what hedid.

Miskell said Kernal, who is being
held at Larned Correctional Mental
Health Facility, will servetheremain-
der of hisoriginal sentenceand will be
released on June 28, 2002. He saic
Larned isamaximum security facility
for prisoners who are mentally un-
stable.

Sherman County court records for
Kernal havenoinformationbeyondthe
mid-1990s, but they reveal that at one
timetheprisoner said heplannedtolive
with family in Goodland and work in
Colby if hewasgranted parole.

Thefile includes copies of several
lettersK ernal wroteto Jack Armstrong,
the former Sherman County sheriff
who investigated the murder, District
Judge Jack Burr and Scott Showalter,
theformer Sherman County attorney.

Intheletters, dated after Kernal was
sent back to prisonin 1993, theinmate
saysthat after years of thinking about
the crime, he believes the blows from
thewood board may not havebeenwhat
killed Saavedra.

Gomez barely touched the elderly
man, hesaidin aletter writtenin 1995,
and may not havedeservedthelengthy
sentence hereceived. Inan earlier let-
ter, Kernal admitshetold Gomeztokill
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