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Stephanie Fairbanks hit the ball for a single during a early season game
against Garden City. The Cowgirls finished the season with a 9-11 record.
Photos by Rachel Miscall / The Goodland Daily News
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owglrls experience success

By Lester Bolen
The Goodland Daily News

Asfar asexpansionteamsgothisone
was asuccess. In only their first year
of play the Goodland Cowgirlssoftball
teamwon ninegames, including apost
season game over Thomas Moore
Prep, andlaid downthefoundationfor
what could be adominate programin
theyearsto come.

The season started off great for the
Cowgirls as they won their first two
games over Syracuse by a combined
scoreof 48-2. The Cowgirlswerevic-
toriousintheir nextgameaswell, a26-
15victory overtheColby Eagles. Then
thewheel sfell off astheteam|ost their
next three games, combining to score
only fivetotal runs. Theteamwasable
towintheir nexttwogames, including
another victory over Colby.

Goodland was exceeding expecta-

tionswiththeir 7-5recordgoingintoa
doubleheader with Ulysses. The Cow-
girlslost those two games, and three
out of their next four to end their
chancesof awinningrecord. Theteam
finishedtheregular seasonwitha8-10
record.

Inthepost seasonthe Cowgirlswon
theirfirst ever play-off gameover Tho-
masMoore Prepwitha8-7 score. The
Cowgirlsinaugural season ended the
next gamewithal1l-1lossto Larned.

Britany Pettibone was the leading
pitcher for the Cowgirlsasshewent 6-
4 ontheseasonwitha3.44 earned run
average. Pettibonestruck out 43 batters
and allowed 49 hitsin 61 innings
pitched. Evann Hardy compiled a3-7
record on the year with a 4.90 ERA.
Hardy pitched 60.00 innings, striking
out 43 and allowing 78 hits. Adrienne
Garciapitchedonly twoinningsfor the
team but struck out six batters and

Core 0f ’96 Avs team remalins intact

DENVER (AP) — The Western
Conference trophy presentation had
hardly ended when Colorado Ava-
lanchedefensemanAdam Footebegan
prepping his younger teammates for
the chaosto come.

“It's abig zoo,” Foote said after
Colorado advancedtothe Stanley Cup
finalsMonday night. “ Thefinalsarea
circus, and asaplayer, youjust haveto
remember all the things you do right
and keep it assimpleaspossible.”

Footespeaksfromexperience. Heis
one of six Avalanche players remain-
ing from Colorado’s 1996 title team
that swept the FloridaPanthersto cap-
ture Denver’sfirst major professional
sports championship.

Gone are key contributors such as
Adam Deadmarsh, Valeri Kamensky,
MikeK eane, ClaudeL emieux, Sandis
Ozolinsh and Mike Ricci.

Their replacements include names
such as Rob Blake, Ray Bourque,
Chris Drury, Milan Hejduk, Shjon

Podein and Alex Tanguay.

“Thisteam and the team that made
it to the Stanley Cup finals are both
similar and different,” said forward
StephaneYelle, whowasarookieinthe
1996 playoffs. “Everyone has been
playing well and the key to successis
when all thelineschipin.”

Perhapsmostimportant for theAvs,
captain Joe Sakic and goalie Patrick
Roy haverecapturedtheir formof five
yearsago.

In 1996 SakicwontheConn Smythe
Trophy as the playoff MV P and Roy
stopped all 63 shotsinthe Cup-clinch-
ing game.

Sakic's game-winning goal in
Colorado’s 2-1 overtime victory
against the St. Louis Blues was his
ninth goal of the playoffs.

Roy lowered his goals-against av-
erageto acareer-best 1.74.

Since Game 1 of the Western Con-
ference semifinals, Roy has given up
17 goalsin 11 games.

“1 don’t have enough fingers and
toestotalk about Patrick’sgreat saves
inthisround,” coachBob Hartley said
after Colorado beat the Bluesin five
games. “Patrick always came up with
the big save at the key time.”

Roy hasreceived plenty of helpfrom
defensemen Foote, Blake and
Bourqgue, who rarely share the bench
simultaneously.

Blake, acquired in a late-season
trade for Deadmarsh, has been spec-
tacular in the playoffs, punishing op-
posing forwards with well-timed hip
checks and terrorizing goalies with
high-velocity slap shotsfromtheblue
line.

Heset upYellefor thedecidinggoal
inovertimeinGame4against St. Louis
and his shot led to Sakic’s rebound
score on Monday night. Blake's only
final sappearancecamein 1993, when
he and the Los Angeles Kings were
defeated by Roy and the Montreal
Canadiens.

“You look to guys like Joe and
Patrick and Ray for guidance and ad-
vicegoingintotheStanley Cupfinals,”
Blakesaid. “ They aretheguysthat all
of us are following, there's no doubt
about it.”

Colorado alsowill draw inspiration
from forward Peter Forsberg, out for
the season after having his ruptured
spleen removed May 10.

Forsberg returned to the arenaas a
spectator Monday night and watched
theAvalancheimproveto4-1sincehe
wasinjured.

The Avs have home ice Saturday
night when they face the defending
champion New Jersey Devilsin the
Stanley Cupfinals.

“It's along marathon, trust me.
There's ups and downs and it's a
bumpy road out there,” Hartley said.
“We faced lots of adversity and now
we'reat thebigdance. ... It'svery en-
couraging for myself, because | can
feel my teampeakingat therighttime.”

NASCAR ‘King’ speaks at Kansas Speedway luncheon

KANSASCITY,Kan. (AP)—Judg-
ing by the Kansas City Sports
Commission’snoisy, packed luncheon
Tuesday, NASCAR will be bigger in
the areathan the Chiefs, the Royalsor
George Brett's making the Baseball
Hall of Fame.

Almost 1,000 people, paying $65 a
ticket, squeezed themselvesinto aga-
rage on the infield of the new Kansas
Speedway to have lunch with some of
the sport’sbiggest stars.

“ThereisavacuumintheHeartland
for this sport and NASCAR,” said
Kevin Gray, executive director of the

sports commission. “Thisis agreat
turnout. A lot of people are very en-
thused.”

The commission for years has
sponsored kickoff luncheonsfor the
Chiefs, Royalsand collegebasketball
and football seasons. It staged a big
event two years ago to mark Brett's
inductionintothehall. Themost any
of those events ever drew was about
600 people.

“Thiswasamost double anything
we'd drawn before,” said Gray. “If
we'd had a bigger facility we could
have sold more.”

NFL announces realignment;
Seattle shifts from AFC to NFC

ROSEMONT, Ill. (AP) —TheNFL
approved realignment for 2002, shift-
ing Seattle from the AFC to the NFC
but keeping most of the divisionsin-
tact.

The move creates eight four-team
divisionsfor the that will include ex-
pansion Houston.

Under the new alignment, the AFC
East will be Buffalo, Miami, New En-
gland andthe New York Jets; theAFC
South will be Houston, Indianapalis,
Jacksonville and Tennessee; the AFC
North will be Baltimore, Cincinnati,
Cleveland and Pittsburgh; andtheAFC
West will be Denver, Kansas City,
Oakland and San Diego.

The NFC East will be Dallas, the
New York Giants, Philadel phia and
Washington; the NFC North will be
Chicago, GreenBay, DetroitandMin-
nesota; theNFC Southwill beAtlanta,

Carolina, the Saints and Tampa Bay;
and the NFC West will beArizona, St.
Louis, San Francisco and Seattle.

CHEVY 350 as low as

$899

Prices are exchange with rebuildable core

REMANUFACTURED ENGINES
HUNDREDS OF MODELS AVAILABLE

12,000 MILE/12 MONTH

PREMIUM ENGINE
36/50 WARRANTY
ALSO AVAILABLE

Financing Available
Low monthly payments to qualified buyers

MARSHALL ENGINE HEADQUARTERS

THE PARTS HOUSE
1502 Main « Goodland, Kan. ¢ (785) 899-7511]

Division of

Public Works
& Utility’s ni\‘-‘-

To the citizens of Goodland: please refrain from put-
ting any foreign materials such as old cloths, newspapers,
leaves, grass, bags, etc. inside the water meter box to use as
insulation material. In the past the city asked for your helpin
covering the water meters, but we now have the Styrofoam
insulating rings we place in the boxes to do the same job.
Thiswill aid our meter readers and maintenance personal in
thework they arerequired to do. If your meter does not have
aninsulating ring please call usat 899-4539 and | et us know.
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.
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The Speedway, which will host
about four major events each year in-
cludingtheWinston Cup seriesin Sep-
tember, will have atremendous eco-
nomic impact onthe area.

“Theeconomicleve fortheareawill
beabout 300millionayear,” saidGray.
“TheRoyalsand Chiefscombinedare
about 256 million (ayear).”

The star of the luncheon was Rich-
ard Petty, the seventimeWinston Cup
champion who wore his trademark
cowboy hat and dark sunglasses. He
had the crowd roaring.

“We'reglad to be here,” said Petty,
whowasjoined onthestageby racing
son, Kyle. “But we're glad to be any-
where.”

KPRA - CPRA - NSRA - OPEN

Ft. Wallace Arena
Wallace, Kansas

May 26 7:00MSDT
May272:00MSDT

Slack May 26 2.00 MSDT
Stock Furnlshed by Hudson Rodeo

gainedtheCowgirlsonly save. Garcia
had a3.50 ERA.

Shanae Calkinshit anamazing .453
ontheyear withsix doubles, six triples
and a home run. She led the team in
batting average, hits, runs with 23,
slugging percentagewith a.781 aver-
age, and one-base percentage at .527.
Stephanie Fairbanks hit .357 on the
year with four doubles and 18 runs
scored. Hardy drew ateam high 12
walks, ht .351, and scored 15 runs.
Pettibone led the Cowgirlswith 59 at
bats and hit .305 with thirteen runs
scored and ahomerun. Tammy Weeter
hit.278andledtheteamwithtwohome
runs. Sheal sowassecondwith 16 runs.
Garciahad only twoofficial at batsbut
drew seven walks and scored seven
runs.

Theteamhit.296for theseasonwith
five homerunsand 151 runs scored.

The Junior Varsity also had a suc-

cessful season asthey went 5-9 onthe
season. Theteam’spitching strugglec
asthey had ateam ERA of 8.92. Alissa
Schieldswas2-0 ontheseason but had
an ERA of 8.75. Schields pitched 12
innings, allowed 20 hits, and struck out
14. Garcia pitched 38 innings for the
Cowgirls and went 2-5 with a 7.18
ERA. She struck out 30 while allow-
ing 56 hits. Lauren Gray finished the
season 1-4 with a 11.87 ERA. She
struck out ninein 23 innings pitched.

Tami Windell ledtheteamin hitting
witha.429averageand 11 runsscored.
Her 12 hits were also a team high.
Garcia hit .333 and scored 14 runs.
Mary Lewisled the Cowgirlswith 15
runs.

The Cowgirlsarein agood postion
toimproveontheirimpressiv first sea-
son next year as they loose only one
player off of thisyear’'steam.

him from medal contention.

champion with ascore of 76

Cowhboy places at state

Goodland senior Tyler Livengood finished in asix A
way tiefor 52nd at stategolf yesterday at the Sunflower /
Hill Golf CourseinBonner Springs. Livengood' sscore
of 91 placed him inthe middle of the 92 manfield.

Livengoodwasonly seven strokesback of theleader
after the first nine holes as he shot a 45. On the back
nine he shot a 46, but the leader shot a 36, removing

John Newcomer of Topeka-Hayden was the state

Livengood

Was

Find out. Log on today!
www.goodlandnet.com

sup?

Please join our staff at
BANKWEST OF KAN-
SASonFriday, May 25, as
we wish Mel Pfau awon-
derful retirement. Mel has
been an excellent loan of -
ficer, and d'so adear friend
to staff and customers
alike during his19 yearsof
serviceto the communities
of Northwest Kansas and
Northeast Colorado.

BANKWEST

OF KANSAS

BRINGING PEOPLE AND DREAMS TOGETHER!
924 Main
Goodland, Kan. 67735
(785) 899-2342

Eash dapositer snsured 10 $100.000

" Melvin E. Pfau

Wendy’s Athletes of the Week are 2001 Goodland High School
graduates Matt Mentzer, who placed 8th at State Tennis, and Adriel
Alstrom, who recently broke her own school record in the triple
jump by one foot, one inch at an Atwood track meet. BEST
WISHES Goodland High School GirlsTrack qualifiers, and Cow-
boy Luke Stone. TAKE STATE COWGIRLS TRACK TEAM!

Buses are
Welcome.

TAKE STATE
COWGIRLS
TRACK TEAM I

Cheesebur ger

Wews

1-70 & Highway 27
Goodland

Try Wendy’s
new
Chedder
Lover’s
Bacon

Combo
$4.69

899-5948




