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commentary

from our viewpoint...

Teachers can prevent
closed-door job review

Teachersinthispart of the state have been lessthan happy about the
resultsof closed-door sessions, whereschool boardsgo over their con-
tractsand decidewho will berehired, who will befired.

While most contracts are renewed, some are not. The law does not
require a school board to give ateacher any reason if they have not
achievedtenure, meaningthey havetaughtinthesamedistrict and been
renewed for three yearsrunning. After that, it's almost impossible to
fireone.

Theclosed-door sessionsallowed under the Kansas Open Meetings
Actfordiscussionof personnel mattersallow administratorsand school
board membersto say whatever they want about ateacher without fear
that it will bereported.

Sometimestheresult may betheright thing. Sometimes, maybenot.
Thepublichasnoway tojudge, becauseno comment about ateacher is
ever madein public session.

Teachers may benefit because their supposed shortcomings are not
airedinpublic, but then again, the closed sessionsallow for comments
whichmay belittlemorethan unsubstantiated gossip. They areclosed,
intruth, moreto protect the board than the employee.

If teachersdon’t likeit, though, they have asolution at hand.

Anyone who isto be discussed in a closed session has an absolute
right, under the Open M eetingsAct, todemandapublichearing. I f they
do so, the board cannot discussthemin aclosed session.

Teachersand other publicemployees, but especially teachers, would
bewell advised tofilealetter with their employer asking that any dis-
cussion of their job be done only in public session.

Thenany comment aboard member wanted to makeabout ateacher’s
performance had better be provable. Commentsby amember’sneigh-
bor or hiscousin’skidswouldn’tlikely berepeated, becausethey might
not be based on fact. Complaintsfrom parentswould haveto be docu-
mented.

Regular reviewsand eval uations by supervisors, probably the prin-
cipal, would begiven asfactual, and they might not beflatteringtothe
teacher.

But it'slikely that, if administrators and board members had to ad-
hereto astrict standard of provability, as a public meeting would re-
quire, thenonthewhole, fewer teacherswoul d bedismissed. Thosewho
werewould know why.

And almost no onewould befired, assomehave, on the basisof ru-
mor, inuendo, second-hand complaints and the like. Teachers would
have alot morejob security, but the school board could still act when
needed. They’ djust haveto havethefacts— and theguts—to back up
their claims.

Unfair totheboards?Nomoresothan closed-door session, withtheir
lack of accountability, can beto teachersand other public employees.
Or thepublic.

It takes no act of the Legislature or negotiating team to make this
change. It's aready the law. Teachers have only to say the word, and
their hearingswill be open.

And open government issel dom abad thing. — for anyone. —Steve
Haynes

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and welcomes |etters from
readers. L etters should be typewritten if possible, and should include a
telephone number and, most importantly, asignature. Unsigned |etters
will not be published. Formletterswill berejected, aswill lettersdeemed
to be of no public interest or considered offensive. We reserve the right
to edit lettersfor length and good taste. We encourage |l etters, with phone
numbers, by e-mail to: <daily@nwkansas.com>.
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Summer movmg creates logistic problems

Everyone’smoving but me. What arelief.

Mom'’s decided to sell the old homestead and
moveinto an apartment.

Thisbothersmy sister morethan it doesme.

While Marie sees nothing wrong with Mom
downsizing and getting rid of the four-bedroom
housein Concordia, sheissad becauseit’salways
been hometo her.

| was 6 whenwemoved to the big old houseon
Sixth Street. Beforethat, wehad livedinaduplex
and on afarm owned by my grandparents. My
mother was pregnant when we moved.

So, whilethe house on Sixthwaswhere| grew
up, it isthe only home my sister knew until she
married and got aplaceof her own. Eventhen, she
stayedinConcordiaandstill livesonly four blocks
away.

Having livedinfour townsand 10 placessince
| married in 1971, I'm used to moving and the
thought of Mom doing so doesn’t bother me.

Getting rid of 46 yearsworth of livingisama-
jor logistics problem, though.

Mom'’s new digswill be aone-bedroom apart-

ment with appliances furnished. That means that
sheneedsto get rid of all thefurnitureintwo bed-
rooms— but ol dest daughter hasalready takenthe
stuff out of one. Then she has to find a home for
most of her living room, dining room and storage
room stuff. Clean out the basement. Empty the
garage. Giveaway theplants, tools, extrasheetsand
towelsand bric brac. And sell or donate the thou-
sand or so booksstored in her closets. (Momand |
havealotin common.)

Marie, myself and my threekidsareall tobethe
recipientsof thesetreasures. What wedon’t want,
can't use or refuse to deal with will get given or
thrown away.

Mom'’s hoping to move in July. It'sgonnabe a

long June.

Then my children areall moving.

Oldest daughter FelicialivesinAugusta, Ga., and
ismovinginJune.

Youngest daughter Lindsay livesin Lawrence
andisjust finishing her education at theuniversity.
Now sheislooking for ajob teaching high school
science. Sincescienceteachersarein demand, she
shouldn’t haveany troublegetting ajob. However,
itwon’t beinLawrenceand sheprobably will have
tomoveinAugust.

Son hasbeen living in abasement apartment for
oneyear inLawrenceandwantstomoveinwithhis
buddiesfor next year.

Hisleaseisup at theend of July and hewill have
to get hissister Lindsay to move him because he
plansto bein Colorado al summer working at &
restaurant.

What do you bet that Mom and Dad will some-
how get rooked into hel ping boththe L awrencekids
move?

| haveafeeling that the U-Haul peoplearegoing
to makeakilling off of methis summer.

His pride Is on display

Signsof social progressoftenappear inthemost
unlikely places. | found onein the pages of The
New York Times Magazinelast Sunday.

Itwasan ad for Mitchell Gold furniture. Domi-
nating the ad was a head-and-shoul ders shot of a
smilingyoungmaninfootbal | padsand eye-black.

“Why doesCorey JohnsonloveMitchell Gold?’
asked theoverline. Inthetext below, Corey isde-
scribed asatough football captainwhoselovefor
the game is matched by the furniture company’s
passion for comfort and design.

Most Americans have no idea who Corey
Johnsonis. He has never won anational champi-
onship or a Super Bowl. He hasn’t even played
collegefootball. Sowhy isheinanational ad?

Because heisgay.

How’stheirony of that? The main reasons gay
athletes stay in the closet isthey fear they will be
shunned and|oseendorsements. Hereisan athlete
who landed an endorsement solely because heis
gay. Thecompany admired hiscourage, anditalso
wanted to crack openthe door of America sdark-
est and deepest closet: maleteam sports.

There are gay police officers, firefighters, sur-
geons and cowboys. There are gay soldiers and
congressmen. The popular show “Will & Grace”
featuresgay men. Yet, in sports, theword “ homo-
sexuality” still cannot be whispered. One might
evenarguethat thestronger gaysbecomeintherest

of society, thetighter weclingtothemyththat there
arenoneinsports. Amongthetensof thousandsof
men who have played professional team sportsin
America, exactly three have acknowledged they
aregay — and then only after they had retired.

Three.

“(Gay athletesin professional) football (have
gone) even farther back into the closet in the 25
years since | came out,” said Dave Kopay, who
reveal ed hishomosexuality in 1975, after playing
for the San Francisco 49ers and the Washington
Redskins.

Now, along comes Corey Johnson.

Against theadviceof hisparents, whofearedfor
hissafety, Johnson came out to hisMassachusetts
high school teammates during his senior year, in
1999. The team accepted the news with surprise,
but al so support, and Johnson continuedto play and
serve as co-captain. Theworld didn’t cometo an
end.

Indeed, when hisstory wastold onthefront page

Kansas gets weak report card on

Garden City Telegramoncaringfor children:

Kansas hasn't taken as good care of children
over time (as) other states have, based on the re-
sultsof asurvey by Kids Count, compiled by the
AnnieE. Casey Foundation.

From1990t01998, theperiod for whichthestudy
released today includes, Kansas' national ranking
dropped in seven of 10 categories and remained
unchanged in another. In only two areas over the
nine-year period did Kansas show improvement
when compared to therest of the country ...

...Moretroublingisthestate’ sperformanceover
thenine-year periodinaddressingother children’s
issues covered by the Kids Count survey. In the
percent of familieswithchildrenheadedby asingle
parent, Kansas fell from ninth place in 1990 to
22ndin1998. Inthepercent of childrenlivingwith
parents who do not have full-time, year-round
employment, the state ranking dropped from
fourthto ninth.

The state declined from 18th place to 22nd on
the percent of teensgiving birth, even though the
rate improved from 30 births per 1,000 females
ages 15-17 to 25 births per 1,000 teen girls.

Kansas did improve on six categoriesin the
numbersof children affected. But despitetheim-
proved performance, the state’ sranking declined
in all but two categories, signaling other states
made greater stridesin addressing key children’s
health and socia welfareissues...

Kansas compositenational rank was12in1990.
Itdippedtol7innineyears. That thestateismak-

ingstridesintheright directionisnoteworthy. That
other statesaresurpassing Kansas' effortsdeserves
attention at stateand local levels.

Topeka Capital-Jour nal on fighting meth:

The war on drugsisn’t always fought on the
streets. Sometimesit’sdone over the counter.

Fact is, the ingredients for producing metham-
phetamines can be had at the drug store, grocery
storeor conveniencestore...

So, it's awfully difficult for law enforcement
officersto nip meth labsin the bud, sinceingredi-
entsfor the highly addictive and destructive drug
arelegally available over the counter.

Law enforcement needs help.

Asaresult, the Kansas Bureau of Investigation
andtheKansasDepartment of Healthand Environ-
ment have teamed up to launch the “Kansas Re-
tailer Meth Watch Program.”

Under the program, retail ersagreeto take steps
to make it more difficult for meth makersto pur-
chaseor steal the componentsfor thedrug, which
KBI director Larry Welch saysisat epidemic lev-
elsinKansas. Indeed, thestati sticsspeak volumes:
In1994therewerefour methlabsbusted; last year,
thenumber was702. Thisyear it’sabout twoaday.

Theretail ersaretaking variousstepstoward off
meth makers, including moving the items behind
the counter and questioning suspicious buyers.
Supplies on the shelf a'so may be limited — and
displaysof the coveted productsmay beplacedin
areasunfriendly to shoplifters.

of theNew York Times, and | ater ontel evisionnews
showsandin Sportslllustrated, Johnsonwasinun-
dated with admiring e-mails and invitations for
speaking engagements.

“My story showsthat thiscan happen, thisispos-
sible,” said Johnson, who haslivedin San Francisco
forthepast year. Hewill beginhisfreshmanyear at
George Washington University in Washington,
D.C., thissummer. “ There are stories of hope oult
there. Therearestoriesof loveand compassion. The
teen-agers out there need hope.”

Most companies hire athletes to endorse their
products because they define the cultural ideal of
masculinity, namely strengthand courage. Mitchell
Gold, the company’s gay owner, said he wanted
Johnson in hisad for the same reasons.

To Gold, Johnson epitomizes strength and cour-
age— not for playing likeaman, but for standing
up like one.

Theadwon't changetheworld. M ost peoplewho
seeit won’t even know Johnsonisgay. Still, itise
signthat changeiscoming. Maybeit meanswe're
onestep closer to having openly gay quarterbacks,
point guards and shortstops, and one step closer to
changing forever our stereotypes about masculin-
ity and homosexuality.

Joan Ryanisa columnist for the San Francisco
Chronicle. Send comments to her e-mail at
joanryan@sfgate.com.

caring for kids

It'snot going to prevent meth productioninKan-
sas. But making it more difficult to buy theingre-
dientsisnothing to sneeze at.

berry’s world
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