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Goodland, Kansas 67735

at noon

Today
* Sunset, 7:58 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 5:28 a.m.
* Sunset, 7:59 p.m.

Midday Conditions

* Soil Temperature 53 degrees
* Humidity 36 percent
* Sky partly cloudy
+ Winds north 30-38 mph
+ Barometer 30.09 inches

and rising
* Record High 97° (1925)
* Record Low 35° (1945)

Last 24 Hours*

High 74°
Low 35°
Precipitation 0.10 inch

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: Clear, overnight frost pos-
sible, low 35, northwest wind 10-20
mph. Tomorrow: Mostly sunny, over-
night frost possible, high 70, low 35-
40, northwest wind 15-25 mph and

gusty.
Extended Forecast

Wednesday through Friday: dry,
high 70s, low 40s.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Current wheat — $2.77 bushel
New wheat — $2.79 bushel

Posted county price — $2.87
Corn — $1.74 bushel

Posted county price — $1.70

Loan deficiency payment — 29¢
Milo — $2.84 hundredweight
Soybeans — $3.89 bushel

Posted county price — $3.92

Loan deficiency payment — 98¢
Millet — $6.00 hundredweight
Sunflowers

Oil current crop — $6.85 cwt.

Oil new crop — $5.95 cwt.

Loan deficiency pmt. — $2.96

Confection current — $15/$7 cwt.
Pinto beans — $14 (new crop)

(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco

Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century

Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

Late news
from the
Associated
Press

K
1p.m.

Middle East
battles go on

JEBALYA REFUGEE CAMP,
Gaza Strip —Israeli helicopters
rocketedwhat thearmy saidwasa
mortar factory and tanks briefly
enteredavillageinPalestinianter-
ritory, firing sporadically. Two
Palestinians were killed in a bor-
der clash.

Today’s shelling began before
daybreak when Isradli helicopter
gunships rocketed the Jebalya
refugee camp near Gaza City.

The shells badly damaged one
building, knocking holes in the
walls and shattering windows.
Palestinians said it was a work-
shop for making spare car parts,
whilethe army said it wasamor-
tar factory.

Theviolencecamehoursbefore
thereleaseof areport by acommis-
sion headed by former U.S. Sen.
GeorgeMitchell, whichcalled on
Palestinianstojail terroristsandon
| srael tofreezesettlement activity.
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By Tom Betz
The Goodland Daily News

The skieswere cloudy and the hu-
midity was high Saturday as family
and friends packed Max Jones
Fieldhouse for Goodland High
School graduation.

Huge fans hel ped keep theinterior
cool and the air moving as the 86
graduates from the Class of 2001
waited to receivetheir diplomas.

Superintendent Marvin Selby intro-
ducedthespeaker, Larry Todd, 21966
Goodland graduatewhoisnow direc-
tor of theU.S. Bureau of Reclamation.
Before getting to the introduction,
Selby said hehad special feelingsfor
thisyear’s class. They were in sixth
grade when he came to Goodland in
1994, he said, and the class decided
they wanted to bring an author in to
talk to the students.

The man they wanted was John R.
Erickson, author of Hank the Cowdog.
Selby said the sixth-grade class|ead-
ers worked hard and organized the
visit,whichwentvery well. Theclass
raised money to pay the fee for his
visit. He said he thought there were
quiteacropof leadersinthat class, and
he had been proud to watch them as
they moved through the years.

When he turned to introducing
Todd, Selby said he had learned that
hewasthefirst Goodland wrestler to
win a state championship in Max
JonesandthatitwasinFebruary 1965.

Todd, son of Robert and lone Todd
of Goodland, told the classthat when
he graduated 36 years ago, he never
imagined he would be back to speak

Valedictorian Lindsay Custer spoke to her fellow graduates atapacked forward to be congratulated by school board members .
Max Jones Fieldhouse. Eighty-six members of the Class of 2001 came

Successful alumnus gives grads tips

Photos by Tom Betz / The Goodland Daily News

Sm.

“Step —

Slide, Step — Slide.” Goodland graduates made the tradi-

tional entrance to the music of Pomp and Circumstance at Max Jones
Fieldhouse on Saturday to receive their diplomas.

toaclass.
Hesaidtheclassof 1966 wassome-
what rebellious, and although he had

somestories, hedid not think itwasa
good ideato tell them because many
of theclasswerein theaudienceand

some were parents of the graduating
seniors.

“lwanttothank all theteachersand
those who made a difference in my
life,” Todd said, then turned to the
graduates:

“I want to talk to you about
choices,” hesaid.“ Thenextfiveyears
areexploringyearswhenyouwill find
out who you are. There may be
changesandthechoi ceswill makeyou
what you are.

“Where will you be 20-36 years
from now? The choices are steps
closer to where you are going, and if
they arenot heading whereyouwant,
it's up to you to make the changes.
Theseareyours, nooneelse’s.

“ Asyouaregrowingand changing,
never stop learning.”

Hesaid hewasnot amodel student
in high school, and that when he
graduated hewasnot focused onwhat
hewantedto do. Hewent tothevoca
tional-technical school, and said that
the skills he devel oped there he till
usestoday.

Todd said he got focused when he
went to college and that he has ex-
panded into public service, being a
city councilmanandworkingwithhis
credit union.

“1f you seek tolearn, opportunities
will appear,” hesaid.

Talking about hiscurrentjob asthe
head of the Bureau of Reclamationin
Washington, he said it is hisjob to
make sure federal dams are safe and
that areas in the West have enough

See GRADS, Page 7
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Wheat
maturing
quickly

Farmers planting
corn, spring crops

By Janet Craft
The Goodland Daily News

Cornplantingisfinishedin Sherman
County and farmers have now turned
to planting other spring crops. Mean-
while, the wheat crop, while poor, is
maturing ahead of scheduleand harvest
may be asmuch asaweek early.

DanaBel she, Sherman County agri-
cultural extension agent, said county
wheat yields will be lower this year,
probably inthelow tomid 30sin bush-
elsper acre.

Belshesaidthereissomewheatinthe
county that looks good, but some that
doesn'’t.

“There's areal variability in the
wheat crop,” hesaid. “It'snot going tc
beasgood awheat crop aswhat we' ve
seeninthelast few years.”

He said farmers will see shorter
wheat plants than normal and yields
that arelessthan what they have aver-
aged inthe past few years.

Belshe said there were good stands
of wheat in the fall, but the crop just
didn’t haveenoughmoistureinthewin-
ter and early springto carry it through.
He said the wheat has started heading
out early.

He said the crop was two to three
weeksbehind scheduleduring thewin-
ter, but after the hot weather hit in
spring, it caused the wheat to go from
joint stageto boot stagerapidly.

Thewheat plantsdevel oped quickly
becauseof thelack of moistureand hot
weather, hesaid, and that contributestc
lower yields. He said hot weather and
winds have also hurt thewheat crop.

Belshe said the crop is at the head
development stage now and the recent
moisturewould helpfill out theheads.

Based on how the wheat is heading
out, Belshe said, he expects harvest to
be ahead of normal by about a week.
The normal harvest date in Sherman
County isaround July 4.

Belshe said he had read that nation-
widethat the harvest will bedown this
year and areport fromtheK ansas State
University Research and Extension
saysthat the2001 winter wheat harvest
might bethesmallestin 44 years.

Farmers are finished planting corn,
hesaid, and thework went along well.
Now they are planting soybeans, pinto
beansand sunflowers.

Strong storm
cuts power

DENVER (AP) — A fast-moving
storm packing high winds, rain anc
snow blew through Colorado on Sun-
day, knocking out power to more than
30,000 people and playing havoc with
flightsat Denver International Airport.

Xcel Energy crews had restored
power to main distribution lines and
planned to work through the night re-
pairing hundreds of smaller outages,
spokesman Mark Stutz said.

Sheriffs, school offices do better the second time

By Hurst Laviana

The Wichita Eagle

Kansas sheriffsand school districts
are doing abetter job of providing in-
formation that isopen to everyone un-
der statelaw, asurvey by 14 statenews-
papersfound.

However, three-quarters of the of-
ficeschecked could not meet their duty
under anew Kansaslawto providebro-
churestelling peopletheir rightswhen
seeking public records.

The survey in April checked four
school districtsand 28 sheriff’ sdepart-
ments that denied similar requestsin
September 1999. Reporters sought a
copy of an accident report or a high
school principal’ssalary.

All but four officescomplied.

Along with the lack of brochures,

which are required by law, many till

asked morequestionsthan citizensare
required to answer when they ask for
records.

Reporters and editors from 14
Kansas newspapers canvassed 33
sheriff’ sdepartmentsand school dis-
trict offices April 9, seeking copies
of accident reportsor thesalary of the
principal at each district’s largest
high schoal.

They also checked whether each
office could provide public records
information brochuresuponrequest,
asrequired by law. The officeswere
chosen becausethey did not provide
copies of public records under the
terms of the Kansas Open Records
Act duringasimilar survey in 1999.

Reporters check out 33 offices

Kimberly Brandt of The Oberlin
Herald covered Rawlins County. A
reporter from the Garden City Tele-
gram came to the Sherman County
Sheriff’s Office, which had refused
records to a Goodland Daily News
employeeinthe previoustest.

Other papers participating were
the Chanute Tribune, Emporia Ga-
zette, HaysDaily News, Hutchinson
News, Kansas City Star, Manhattan
Mercury, Ottawa Herald, Parsons
Sun, Pittsburg Morning Sun, Salina
Journal, TopekaCapital-Journal and
theWichitaEagle.

Access to public records allows
people to monitor how government
does its job, from protecting public
safety to spending taxes.

A Haysvilleschool board candidate,
SethKonkel, learned their importance

See ACCESS, Page 7

Sherman County office has
better handle on records act

By Rachel Miscall

The Goodland Daily News

A matron clerk at the Sherman
County Sheriff’s Office had no prob-
lem finding and copying an accident

report for a Garden City reporter this

spring, but couldn’t produce freedom

of information brochures which are

required by law.

Molly Gardner, with The Garden
City Telegram, visited the sheriff’sof -
ficein April as part of asurvey to de-
terminewhether public officesarefol-
lowing the Kansas Open RecordsAct.

Whileclerk RaemitaArtzer couldn’t
giveGardner everything sheaskedfor,
the clerk did better than another

sheriff’semployeedid ayear earlier.
Newspapers across the state con-
ducted the first survey in September
1999, sending reporters back thisyear
to check up onthefour school districts
and 29 sheriff’s departments that de-
nied requests for public information.
The sheriff’s office, school district,
courthouse and city hall herewerein-
cluded. However, the sheriff’s office
wastheonly onethat denied access.
During thefirst visitin 1999, Mary
Cooper, a Goodland Daily News em-
ployee, saidwhensheaskedfor offense
reports an officer, standing behind &

See SHERMAN, Page 7



