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State records law
being upheld

SHERMAN, from Page 1

thick glass window, told her, “Oh, |
don’'t know if we can do that. Let me

Cooper said after theofficer kept her
waiting, told her there were no recent
reportsandthendirected her tothedis-
trict court, she gave up.

“Asthey weren't goingtolet mein
totalktoanyoneelse,” shesaid,“1 gave
up and | eft.”

Gardner’s visit was more produc-
tive, though thesheriff’sofficewasn't
completely incompliancewiththenew
provision of the Open RecordsAct,
which requires officesto providebro-
chures explaining the law.

Thereporter wasaskedforinforma-
tion about herself that the records act
does not require citizens to provide.
While the act doesn’t say Kansans
must give their occupation or reason
for wantinginformation, Gardner said
the clerk questioned her about both.

Thereporter said she didn’t have a
problem getting acopy of themost re-
cent accident report, though shehadto
pay $2 for thefour-page report.

When she asked for a freedom of
information brochure, Artzer searched

for awhile, and then said that the of-
ficedid not have one.

“| asked her whether shewassure,”
Gardner reported, “since the Open
RecordsAct required them.”

Thereporter saidArtzer told her that
the office might have a book, but no
brochures.

However, Gardner said, when she
called back later, Artzer told her the
officedid haveabrochure, but that she
didnot get onefor mebecause” | didn’t
know whereit was.”

Inaseparateinterview, shesaid, Sher-
iff DougWhitsontold her thebrochures
areondisplay inthecounty courthouse,
just west of the sheriff’s office.

Gardner saidthesheriff told her that
although employees were told about
thebrochuresduring an Open Records
Act training session last year, Artzer
may have been absent when the loca-
tion was discussed, or she may have
forgotten that the display was in the
courthouse.

“He said he has told employees
wherethedisplay was,” shesaid.

“Everybody isawareof whereit'sat
now,” Sheriff Whitson told the re-
porter. “We have refreshed their
memories.”

Public records available
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thisspring when he used public records
to check spending on a district-owned
credit card. His inquiry led to the
superintendent’ sfiringandtohisandtwo
other newcomers' electiontotheboard.

In arelated survey, agroup of Uni-
versity of Kansasjournalism students
found that all but 10 of the state’s 304
public school districts had complied
withanew requirement that every pub-
lic agency designate afreedom of in-
formation officer. That person’sjob, in
part, is to help resolve disputes over
public records reguests. A grant from
the American Society of Newspaper
Editors helped financethat survey.

Assistant Attorney General Steve
Phillipssaid the newspaper survey re-
inforced his belief that compliance
with open records lawsis up in Kan-
sas. He attributed theincrease to pub-
licity about the 1999 audit, which
prompted changesin the law.

“1’m getting alot more phone calls
from government officials about the
Open RecordsAct,” hesaid. “There's
just beenan enormousshift. Peopleare
asking questions now.”

Sandy Jacquot, legal counsel for the
Kansas L eague of Municipalities,
agreed.

“| think government officials are
much more attentive,” shesaid.

Jacquot said her organization, and
the Kansas Association of Counties
distributed thousands of free open
records brochures to local govern-
ments after the Kansas L egislature
adopted the requirement.

Phillips said the lack of education
was probably responsible for many
agencies not having brochures or an
agency might simply run out.

“limagineyou could hitusonabad
day and we might not have them,” he
said.

The Kansas Open Records Act
makesall government recordsopento
thepublicunlessthey fall under oneof

43 specific exemptions, which range
fromthelocation of archeological digs
to criminal investigation reports.

Without volunteering their occupa
tions, journalists from 14 newspapers
visitedthe32 officesinApril andfound:

» Twenty-four did not havefreedom
of information brochuresavailableon
request.

« Employeesat 15 agencies wanted
toknow why thosemakingtherequests
wanted to seethe records.

» Employees at 11 agencies asked
who the person worked for.

« Four sheriff ' sdepartmentsrefusedto
provide complete copiesof therecords.

In Allen County, areporter was al-
lowed to see, but not copy, an accident
report. Hewastol d that only insurance
companiesandthoseinvolvedinacci-
dents could have copies. Sheriff
Robbie Atkins, who took office in
January, later admitted hedidn’t fully
understand the law, which allows
people to make copies.

Ford County compliedwitharequest
toseean accident report but deleted the
addresses, which are public. Sheriff
Dean Bush, who also took officein
January, later said the department was
rewriting its open records policy.

“We truly are trying to get this
right,” hesaid.

In Hodgeman County, a clerk said
she could not provide an accident re-
port without first having the name of
someoneinvolved. Shealsorefusedto
letareporter seealist of sheriff’scases
becauseit containedjuveniles names.
Sheriff Fred Gilliam did not return
calls seeking comment.

In Rooks County, Sheriff Roger
Mongeau said accident reports could
be viewed only by media representa-
tives, insurancecompaniesand people
involvedin accidents. Mongeau, who
also took office in January, said open
records were covered during a two-
week school for new sheriffsin Janu-
ary, but he said hehasn’t looked at the
materialssince.

Giving It his best

Allan Brandner, a client of Golden West Community Services in
Goodland, threw atennis ball Friday morning atthe high school track
during a track and field meet. The clients competed against each
other Friday since the Special Olympics eventto be heldin Garden

City a few weeks ago was canceled because of rainy weather.
Photo by Janet Craft/The Goodland Daily News

Streetbidstobe open

The Goodland City commissioners
plan to approve a bid for sealing the
city’sstreets at today’s meeting.

The annual maintenance project is
done each summer on about one-third
of the streetsin Goodland.

City Manager Ron Pickman will
giveareport ontheprogressand plans
for the grand opening of Steever Wa-
ter Park.

The commissioners will have the
firstreading of two ordinancesfor fran-
chiseagreementsbetweenthecity and
S& T Communications. Oneisfor a
phonesystem and theother for acable
system.

There have to be three readings of
ordinancesbeforethecommissioncan
approvethem, Pickman said.

In other business, the commission
will:

e Hear a budget request for the
Goodland economic development

committee from Stephen West, chair-
man of the Goodland AreaChamber of
Commerce and head of the develop-
ment panel.

« Decideon ahome occupation spe-
cial use permit for a daycare center
fromMarcial . Harkins, 722 W. 13th.

« Discussareturn-to-work policy for
anyonewhoisinjured onthejob.

« Make two appointments to the
Goodland Shade Tree Commission.

» Hear abidfor nuisanceabatement.

« Discuss filling an opening on the
High Plains Museum board.

« Hear areport about the Topside of
Kansas 24-Hour Relay Challenge.

« Talk about the type of screening
material to put in the chain link fence
between the city shop and Steever
Water Park.

Thecommissionwill meetat5p.m.
on the second floor of the Goodland
city office.

Studentswill meet hero

UNIONTOWN (AP)—Amagazine
clipping gavefour highschool students
anew hero—andachancetomeet her.

Their heroisn’t apop star or an ath-
lete, but afrail, 91-year-old woman
wholivesinasmall apartment halfway
acrosstheworldand speaksonly afew
words of their language.

“It’s not even areality yet,” said
Megan Stewart, one of the four stu-
dentsfromthissmall southeast Kansas
town. “lItwon't beareality until | step
off the plane in Poland and go, ' Hey,
I’m gonnameet IrenaSendler.””’

Stewart, Elizabeth Cambers, Sabrina
Coonsand GabrielleBradbury couldn’t
believe Sendler’sstory whenthey first

read amagazine clipping crediting her
withsaving 2,500 Jewish childrenfrom
death during World War 11.

Sendler, whowasnot Jewish, posed
as anurse to gain entrance into the
Warsaw ghetto during World War 11.

Upto 500,000 Jewswereherdedinto
theghetto by the Nazis. An average of
5,000 people died each month from
starvation, disease, exposure to cold
and shootings.

Sendler, ayoung mother, convincec
Jewish parentsthat their children hao
abetter chanceof survival if shecould
smugglethemout of theghettoandintc
homeswherethey could behiddenand
cared for until after thewar.

Cheney says price caps, pressure won't solve energy crisis

WASHINGTON (AP) — Vice
President Dick Cheney isofferingfew
encouraging words for Democrats
seeking immediate relief for
Cdlifornia’senergy crisis.

“They gotintotroublein California
over aperiodof years, andit’sgoingto
taketwo or threeyearstoget out of it,”
Cheney said Sunday onCBS “ Facethe
Nation.” “ Therearegoingto beblack-
outsthissummer.”

Sen. BarbaraBoxer, D-Calif., said
shewasappalled that President Bush
is not considering price caps or in-
vestigating companies she said are
charging exorbitant prices for elec-
tricity. She noted that both Cheney
and Bush are former oil industry ex-
ecutives.

“It'sreally rather stunning because

Boardtoconsider
outside review

The Goodland Regional Medical
Center board meets at 7 p.m. tonight
andwill consider aproposal tohavean
outisde review of Rural Health Ven-
turesclinic operations.

Thiswill bethefirst board meeting
with Jay Jolly, the administrator who
began work on May 1.

The proposal for the independent
review was presented by Mary Ann
Elliott, head of the Rural Health Ven-
tures, at the April board meeting, but
the board delayed action until the new
administrator was on thejob.

Themeeingwil alsoincludeaclosed
session dealing with personnel.

Theboardwill meetinthenew con-
ferenceroom at hospital.

thoseof uswhoareliving throughthis
have suggested many things,” Boxer
saidonCBS. “ Sothevicepresident sits
very coolly, and | admirehiscool, but
hereally soundslike an oilman, not a
vicepresident chargedwithhelpingthe
people.”

If dairy farmers sought as much
profit as oil companies — in some
cases, 1,600 percent—agallon of milk
would cost $190, she said.

But Cheney, chief architect of thead-
ministration energy plan released | ast
week, said capping prices would not
increaseenergy suppliesor reducede-
mand.

“We get politicians who want to go

out and blame somebody and allege
there is some kind of conspiracy,
whether it’stheoil companiesor who-
everitmight be, instead of dealingwith
the real issues,” Cheney told NBC's
“Meet the Press.”

He criticized California Gov. Gray
Davis, aDemocrat, for what he called
a “harebrained scheme” to use the
state’sbudget surplusto buy power.

For the short term, theadministra-
tion has approved Davis' request to
expedite permits for new power
plantsand hasordered federal facili-
tiesin Californiato reduce energy
consumption thissummer by 10 per-
cent.

Cheney said the answer to long-term
pricestability liesinbuildingmoreail re-
fineriesintheUnited Statesandinreview-
ing asystemwhereby different statesre-
quire different blends of fuel — some
mixed with the corn additive ethanol,
for example— to meet clean air stan-
dards.

Senate Mgjority Leader Trent Lott,
R-Miss., said Congress should look
intoat |east temporarily suspendingthe
18.4-cent-a-gallonfederal gasolinetax

Cheney said, however, that woulc
pose problems for the highway trust
fund, which relies on that tax to builc
and maintain the nation’s transporta-
tioninfrastructure.
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