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commentary
from other pens...
Photographer had
talent for detail’

By Lawrence L. Knutson

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Asthe White House moved into the 20th cen-
tury, ayoung femal e photographer opened her slow-speedlensonfast-
moving times.

FrancesBenjamin Johnston portrayed Theodore Rooseveltinhisnew
Army uniform, talked her way intothe privateceremony that endedthe
Spani sh-American War and captured President William McKinley on
aglass-plate negative 15 minutes before his 1901 assassination.

A woman of cheerful charm, extensive social connections and un-
usual persistence, shedocumented the White House asit moved from
the overstuffed Gilded Age to the classic simplicity favored by
Roosevelt when hetook over the presidency.

“Her photographsrepresent thelast ook at theVictorianWhiteHouse
andthefirstlook at theimageof the WhiteHouseasweknow it today,”
says William B. Bushong, historian on the staff of the White House
Historical Association and astudent of Johnston’swork.

In 1893, still at the beginning of what would turn out to be a60-year
free-lance photographi c career, Johnston placed anadinaWashington
newspaper: “ White House For Sale— OneDollar.”

Itwasacome-onfor asouvenir booklet of her photographs. Shelater
sold hundreds of her printsto magazines.

“The woman who makes photography profitable must have good
common sense, unlimited patienceto carry through her failures, equally
unlimited tact, good taste, aquick eye, atalent for detail and agenius
for hard work,” Johnston wrotein an 1897 magazine article.

A“talentfor detail” becameher halmark. But shesaid sheapproached
thetechnical side of her profession mainly by instinct.

“1 woreout onecameraafter another and never had any of thosefancy
gadgets, alwaysjudged exposure by guess,” she said years|ater.

Butqudity wasimportant.“ | would never publishaphotographwhich
fell below the standard | have set for myself,” shesaid.

Johnston’s White House portraits begin with her 1888 shot of her
distant cousin, first lady Frances Cleveland, looking up from a book
with thelight from an arched White House window on her face.

Inone, AliceRoosevelt, TheodoreRoosevelt’ sdaughter, coolly gazes
into thelens standing against ajungle of foliagein the conservatory.

The younger Roosevelt children were favorite subjects. Johnston
aimed her lensasthey rodetheir pony acrossthegroundsor addedthem-
selvesto arow of White House policemen reporting for duty.

“ Shewas hel ped enormously in securing access by thefact many of
thepeoplesheportrayed said her photographswerethebestimagesthey
had ever seen of themselves,” Bushong says.

Her impul ses extended behind the pillarsand chandeliers. She pho-
tographed Dolly Johnson, theClevelands’ cook, inthebasement kitchen
where she prepared the foods the president liked. Jerry Smith, afoot-
man, posed for her inthewhite " duster’ he used to protect hislivery.

Johnston shot M cKinley’smap-lined, tel egraph-equipped war room
during the 1898 war with Spain. She documented the new West Wing
in 1902 after Roosevelt moved the president’s officesthere.

Outside the White House, her portraits included Mark Twain, in a
white summer suit; black leaders Booker T. Washington and George
Washington Carver; and Susan B. Anthony, the suffrage crusader.

A self-portrait showsher with skirtsdaringly raised abovetheankle,
cigarettein one hand and abeer steinin another.

After photographing American leaders for 15 years, she moved to
New York and shifted to garden and architectural photography.

By thetimeshediedin New Orleansin 1952 she might have chuck-
led oncemoreat aparty toast offered by Washington friendsahal f-cen-
tury earlier: ** Long may she wave and entertain — and often snap the
shutter.”

EDITOR SNOTE — Lawrence L. Knutson has covered the White
House, Congressand Washington's history for more than 30 years.
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Foreign joint ventures pay no taxes

Shouldthecollector of Indian Rocks(Treasury
Secretary) cut taxesonthenuclear corporations?

If hedid would they stop building sweat shops
in China?

Not likely they don’t pay any taxes now.

Inthisfreetradefor someitisfar more appro-
priate that they receive atax rebate from Import-
ers. This protective tariff in reverseis older than
Ozzieand Harriet.

Onceuponatimetariffsusedtobemoney tothe
U.S. treasury, but now it goesto the same corpo-
rate dinosaurs of thelast century.

Youcouldcall itanearnedincometax credit for
the Most Favored Domestic Consortiums.

If that doesn’t chap you then how about this. It
isaWorld TradeOrgani zation sanctioned | aw that
isasisolationist as Herbert Hoover. The United
States Foreign Sales Corporation collects money
that goesto morethan 6,000 U.S. companieswho
have off shore subsidiaries.

If IBM AtlanticRichfield Co., PhilipsPetroleum
Co., Motorola, or General MotorsCorp. ever had
to pay their taxesthey would join their pal Jiang
and their tax havensin the Bahamas.

wayne
gattshall

® waynne’s world

Youknow Chinaiscatching ontothisAmerican
capitalismthing. Just makefriendswithAmerican
nuclear corporations, and the PeoplesRepublic of
Chinacan do anything it wantsto.

The ChineseAir Forceowns ChinaUnited Air-
line and is one of nearly 2,000 Peoples Republic
army-owned companies doing business in
America

Furthermorewe have been competing with for-
eignjoint venturesand stateowned enterpriseslike
IBM China, Great Wall Computer Shenzhen Co.
Ltd. and Shenzhen Kaifa Technology Co. Ltd.

Everywhere you look there are joint ventured
companieslikeAtlantic Richfield Co. and Philips
Petroleum Co., Motorola Inc. and Lucent Tech-
nologiesinc. Eventhe“whatisgood for Genera
Motorsisgoodfor America’ car maker isincahoots

withJiang. Nowit's"whatisgoodfor Chinaisgood
for the makers of those gas guzzling pickup trucks
and sportsutility vehicles’ andthey get atax break
doingit.

Well, thelndianrock collectorintheittakesavil -
lageWashington, isrightit’stimefor tax reform so
how about avalue added tax?

Americanswork six monthsto pay their taxesand
somefancy guy thinksitisunfairthesemoney bags
corporations should pay any taxesat all.

So congratul ationtakeavacationintheBahamas.
With or without atax cut it'stoo easy to sit on the
beach with Jiang Zemin and open up secret banks
accounts. NofilinglRS1099for them. Nogovern-
ment telling them you better pay your taxes.

It’'sjust themanifestationsof Yankeecapitalism,
don’t you know.

Sothetax payingvotersmight aswell takeaswig
of soy milk. These consortiums that have no na-
tional flags conspiretofix their pricesmight aswell
takethat tax holiday in the Caribbean.

You know that's better than $5.00 wheat!

© 2001 Wayne Gattshall wayneg@goodland-
.ixks.com

The political geography of Jim Jeffords

Jim Jeffordsisthelatest American politicianto
feel the local pressure of this country’s divisive
geography.

This Vermont Yankee's discomfort with the
Republican party of hisrootsistypical of what's
happening nationwide.

If you' refromtheNortheast or West, your neigh-
bors are secular in their politics, pro-choice on
abortion, andtolerant-to-liberal intheir social val-
ues. If you're from the heartland that binds the
BibleBelt tothe Rocky Mountains, your worldis
pro-gun, pro-lifeand Christian conservative.

AsaRepublican, Jeffordsistheodd man out —
not justinNew England, butintheNortheast gen-
erally. HisGreen Mountain State getsgreener ev-
ery year with new arrivals from New York. Ber-
nard Sanders, aBrooklynnative, wenttolivethere
in the late 1960s. Today, he's the only self-pro-
claimed socialistinthe U.S. Congress.

Vermonters have shown their libera tilt on a
wide range of matters. The legislature passed a
CleanAir bill that slaps a special tax on cars get-
ting lessthan 20 miles per gallon. It wasthe only
state to reject the flag-burning amendment to the
Constitution. It recognized civil unions between
partners of the same sex.

Here's how the Almanac of American Politics

chris
matthews

® commentary

sizesup Jeffford's constituency:

“Vermont, proclaimingitsdesiretopreservethe
environment and the past, has attracted | eft-lean-
ing migrantsfrom New York and el sewhere, will-
ing to pay higher taxes and higher pricesfor the
privilege of living in aseemingly pristine setting
where the governor triesto confine Wal-Martsto
the existing tiny downtowns.”

Thisexplainswhy Jeffords hasgained in home
statepollssincedistancing himself fromthe Texas-
based presidency of George W. Bush. It explains
why a Yankee would split from a party that no
longer represents his moderate, tolerant, conser-
vationist roots.

Jeffords’ discomfort with the Grand Old party
is endemic of a country that is realigning itself
along geographic, rather than historic, divides.
Once the Democrats’ “solid South,” the former
states of the Confederacy are now the strongest
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Republican region in the country. Oncethe politi-
cal base of Abraham Lincoln, the Northisnow the
domain of Ted Kennedy, Joe Lieberman and Hill-
ary Rodham Clinton.

The Pacific Coast has seen the same dramatic
shift. Not too many years ago, moderate Republi-
canspractically ownedtheCaliforniagovernorship.
There were lawmakers named Earl Warren, Pete
McCloskey and Pete Wilson. Today, such figures
are avanished breed. Of the six senators from the
Pacific states, just oneis Republican.

Thisisthe samered-vs.-blue map that narrowly
elected Bush. If Jim Jeffordsfeel sheisabadfitwith
the Bible Belted, pro-ail party of GeorgeW. Bush,
he has many sympathizers in the Northeast and
West. More and more, this country’s politics are
being balkanized into two very different countries
that havelittle usefor the homeboy who no longer
thinkslike hisneighbors.

The Jim Jeffords story is not about backroom
Washington politics. It's about a country that i<
slowly but steadily coming apart.

ChrisMatthews, a nationally syndi cated colum-
nist for the San Francisco Chronicle, is host of
“Hardball” onCNBCand MSNBC cablechannels,
The 1999 edition of “ Hardball” was published by
Touchstone Books.
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“WHEN, INTHE FALL, WILL ThE
SOPRANOS ' BE BACK?




