4 The Goodland Daily News / Wednesday, May 30, 2001

Bush's first attempt at Mideast shuttle diplomacy rattled

By the Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL

JERUSALEM — A U.S.-mediated
meeting of Israeli and Palestinian se-
curity chiefsended without result and
violence persisted today, rattling the
Bush administration’sfirst attempt at
Mideast shuttle diplomacy.

Israeli troops and Palestinian mi-
litiamen fought gun battlesin three
locations today, and Palestinians
fired mortars shellsat Jewish settle-
mentsin the Gaza Strip. There were
no injuries.

| sraeli and Pal estinian security offi-
cialsfromthe GazaStrip wereto meet
today intalksarranged by thenew U.S.
envoy, William Burns.

Heshuttled between|sraeli and Pal-
estinian leaders earlier in the week to
discuss how to implement the recom-
mendations of an international panel
on how to stop eight months of vio-
lence.

A meeting Tuesday between both
sides’ security officials from West
Bank showed the deep divisions be-
tween them.

During the session, Israel de-
manded that the Palestinians follow
Israel’slead and observeatruce. The
Pal estinians refused, saying that
ahead of a cease-fire, Israel must lift
a blockade of Palestinian communi-
tiesand freezein settlement construc-
tion.

JAKARTA, Indonesia— Several
thousand supporters of President
Abdurrahman Wahid marched onthe
gates of Parliament today as legisla-
tors inside gave overwhelming sup-
port to impeachment of the Indone-
sian leader.

Passage of the measure, which

ap news capsules

would set the stage for Wahid's pos-
sible removal by August, became a
certainty when thetwo largest parties
in Parliament backed ordering im-
peachment. A vote was expected later
intheday.

At the gates of the heavily-guarded
legislature, about 3,000 Wahid sup-
porters, many carrying sticks and
knives, demanded Parliament be dis-
solved. Thousandsof troopsbacked by
armored vehiclesand tankskept them
from entering the compound.

In Wahid’'shome province of East
Java, paratroopers fired warning
shots at crowds of Wahid supporers
inthetown of Pasuruan. A local hos-
pital reported that one protester was
killed and four wounded. Shotswere
also fired into air in the city of
Malang.

Mobs have burned churches,
mosgues and the offices of political
opponents over the past three daysin
East Java, where Wahid isrevered as
an |slamic holy man.

NATIONAL

SEQUOIA NATIONAL PARK,
Calif. — President Bush, eager totout
his commitment to protecting the en-
vironment, was touring the towering
treesand stark granite peaksheretoday
ashepromotedinitiativesto spruceup
the national parks.

Bush was announcing anew direc-
tivecalling for annual reviewsof each
national park by rangers, andrenewing
hiscall for afive-year, $5billioneffort
to addressaheavy mai ntenance back-
log.

On Tuesday, the administration an-
nounced it will let stand a proposal

approvedinthelast daysof theClinton
presidency to clean up hazy skiesover
national parksandwildernessaresas. It
wouldrequireol der coal-fired utilities,
among others, to be retrofitted with
new pollution-control technology by
2013.

NEWY ORK — Frenchtelecommu-
nicationsgiant Alcatel SA and L ucent
TechnologiesInc. apparently failedto
reach a merger agreement because
Lucent officialsdidn’t want Al catel to
havetheupper handin management of
the combined company.

In a short statement issued Tues-
day, the companies did not disclose
why intense negotiations over the
long holiday weekend ended abrup-
tly after financial termswerereached
for adeal worth as much as $32 bil-
lion.

While not ruling out attempting a
merger with another company, finan-
cially troubled Lucent plansto go it
alone for now as it attempts a turn-
around, said sourcesclosetothenego-
tiations who spoke on condition of
anonymity.

I ssues of corporate governance and
management of the combined com-
pany were the main roadblocks pre-
venting oneof thelargest takeoversof
aU.S. technology group by aEuropean
company.

L ucent official shalked becausethey
didnotbelieveAlcatel wastreatingthe
deal as a merger of equals, several
sourcessaid.

Thedeal breaker wasL ucent’sinsis-
tencefor equal representation among
the combined company’ s senior man-

agersand on itsboard. Alcatel appar-
ently declinedto agreetothoseterms.

MAY O, Fla. — Fire crews around
Floridaare battling 59 brush fires, in-
cluding ablazethat hascharred nearly
61,000 acres of commercial timber-
land and swampland between Talla-
hassee and Gainesville.

TheMallory Swampfirehasburned
for 16 daysandisoneof 59 activefires
inthestate, aresult of Florida'songo-
ing drought, state fire officials said.
TheMallory Swampfireisthestate’s
largest thisyear.

Gov. JebBushand stateAgriculture
Commissioner Charles Bronson will
bein Mayo, asmall town roughly 90
milessoutheast of Tallahassee, today
for a briefing on the wildfires, a
Florida Division of Forestry state-
ment said.

Hundreds of firefighters dropped
water fromaircraft, sprayedfoamfrom
trucks and bulldozed more fire lines
Tuesday around the swampfire. They
saidthey had the blaze 45 percent con-
tained, while a 1,000-acre fire three
miles to the northwest — called the
K oon Pondfire—was 35 percent con-
tained.

Crewsand equi pment were brought
in from Arizona, Kentucky, North
Carolina, and South Carolinaand more
bulldozerswere coming infrom Mis-
sissippi and Tennessee to help battle
thefires.

TOMSRIVER,N.J.—ANew York
nurse has been charged with killing
two men whose remains were found
stuffed in plastic trash bags along
New Jersey highwaysin 1992 and
1993.

Richard W. Rogers Jr., 50, was ar-
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rested Tuesday in New York City and
charged with two counts of murder.
Ocean County Prosecutor David
Millard said Rogers* meticuloudly dis-
membered” the two victims with a
knife and handsaw.

Millardalso said policeareactively
investigating Rogers with regard to
other dismemberment cases.

Thomas R. Mulcahy, 58, a Massa-
chusetts computer executive, disap-
peared July 8, 1992, after attending a
business meeting in New York. Two
dayslater, hishead and other remains
werefound.

On May 10, 1993, the remains of
Anthony E. Marrero, 44, of Manhat-
tan, werefoundinabag alongaroad-
side.

Theprosecutor would not comment
on a motive but said Mulcahy was
known to frequent gay bars and that
Marrero worked asagay prostitutein
New York City.

The break in the case came three
weeksagowhenfingerprintstaken off
the plastic bags were allegedly
matchedwith Rogers inMaine, where
he had had some contact with authori-
ties.

SUSANVILLE, Calif. — Flames
from a 4,100-acre wildfire crept to
within 30feet of homesand coated the
town of Susanvillewithdark soot, giv-
ing firefightersan unwel cometaste of
what could be ahead for the western
fire season.

Firefightersinnorthern California
had the Susanville blaze about 50
percent contained early today. Else-
where, firefighters battled a 6,500-
acre wildland near Nevada's Pyra-
mid Lake. Andin New Mexico, rug-
ged terrain hampered firefightersin

the Guadalupe Mountains, where ¢
burning log and strong wind swept &
2,000-acre fire across containment
lines.

Interior Secretary Gale Norton said
Tuesday that the fire potential in the
West wasalready shaping up asoneof
theworst in decades.

WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON — Thebig Penta-
gon shake-up some expected when
President Bush took office — after
campaigning on a pledge to modern-
izethemilitary and repair morale—is
looking lesslikely.

Or at least it isslower in coming.

A spokesmanfor Defense Secretary
DonaldH. Rumsfeld said Tuesday that
thepolicy reviewshe undertook three
monthsagoto fashionanew approach
to defense are likely to produce | ess
dramatic results than commonly be-
lieved.

“1 think therewasawidespread per-
ception that there would be many
more near-term announcements of
dramatic change than what we' re ac-
tually going to see,” said Rear Adm.
Craig Quigley.

Some private analysts who have
monitored Rumsfeld's reviews think
theBush administration’sapproachtc
defense will turn out more like the
Clinton administration’s than anyone
might havebelieved evenafew weeks
ago.

“Thenew Pentagon team hasbasi-
cally been reinventing the wheel,”
saysL oren Thompson of the L exing-
ton Institute, a think tank. “It is
gradually backingintoall thebeliefs
about geopolitical, technol ogical and
managerial trends that the Clinton
team had arrived at after eight labo-
riousyears.”
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520 S. Mission Ridge  Colby, KS 67701
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Luxurious Home
408 W. 11th Street, Goodland,
Kan.

room home-1 nursery ready. Bathroom/
whirlpool tub, new carpet downstairs, re-
stored hard wood floors, ceramic tile in
kitchen, built in trash compactor, dish-

Residential Real Estate
Farm and Ranch
115 E. 9th « Goodland
Office (785) 899-0500
Toll Free 866-899-0555
Joyce Boehme realtor
Robert Jones owner/broker
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1015 Main Street
Goodland, Kan. 67735
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