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Workers for Dustrol, a construction company from Towanda, milled three inches off a section of Old U.S. 24
east of Goodland Wednesday, while county trucks hauled the material to a site in Edson. The company did
the same to a portion of the highway in Goodland on Tuesday. Another crew, from Burlington, will lay new

asphalt on both sections.
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Roads will be smooth for motorists

ROADS, from Page 1

cold weather cause the road surface
to expand and contract, widening
cracks.

While the county paid to put a
“chip seal” on the highway in
Sherman County two years ago, the
section in Goodland hasn't been re-
paired at all.

City and county officials argued
over who shouldfix theroad, withthe
county saying theroadiswithin city
limitsand the city saying the stretch
islegally thecounty’sresponsibility.

After people who use the road
regularly complained, officials de-
cided to work something out and the
county agreedto pay for repairswith
revenues from a quarter-cent sales
tax. The county also agreed to main-
tain the road.

County officials talked about re-
placing thebaseunder both sections,
but changed their minds after engi-
neersreported that the baseisin de-
cent shape.

Replacing the base would have
cost the county a bunch of money,
Way said, noting that the repaving

job will be expensive enough. The
road and bridge department will pay
to repair the east section with bud-
geted money, he said.

Crewswill make sure the sections
are smooth, hesaid, by first laying a
two-inch leveler layer and then do-
ing thefinal overlay.

He said he has suggested that
county commissioners start aroad
program, resurfacing athird, more
or less, of the old highway each
year.

Theofficialshave made no deci-
sionsyet.

New water park opens doors today

WATER, from Page 1

back and forth, and still save money
instead of staying in Goodland.”

She said her information shows
Oakley has season passesfor $20for
those under 12 and $50 for anyone
else. In Colby, a season passis $20
for one person, $35 for two, $50 for
three and $65 for four or more. Hays
has a season pass which allows en-
trance to any of the city’s four pool
for $30 per person. St. Francis, she
said, sellsaseason passfor afamily
for $100, and $50 for individuals.

Pickman said the citizenscommit-
tee was invited to a meeting to dis-
cussrates.

“Not all of them attended,” hesaid.
“ Atthemeeting, it wasdiscussed that

inthepast the season passsystem had
been abused, and it was a majority
feeling that we find an alternative
system.

“Theticketsaremuchlikeaseason
passinthat you usethemto enter the
park, and there is no restriction on
who can use them. Thisis our first
year of operation, and nothing is set
in stone, but this seemed like a bet-
ter system. Withthetickets, itisalso
possible to keep any (that are) left
over and use them next year.”

Theticketsarefor saleinblocksof
5, 25, 75 and 100. The small book,
with fivetickets, isto accommodate
those who might be paying for a
grandchild or visiting friend and do
not want to purchase a larger book,
Pickman said.

The savingsisin purchasing the
larger books, with the 25 costing
$20.50; 75 for $50 and 100 for $65.
Eachticket hasafacevalueof $1, so
depending on the age of the person
using the tickets, it could take up to
three.

“| cannot affordto havemy kidsgo
tothewater park every day withthese
prices,” Reasoner said. “Even with
the largest ticket package, three
could only go about 10 times.”

“Wehaveto haveahigher priceto
help cover the costs of thenew facil-
ity and the larger staff it takesto op-
erate,” Pickman said. “Wedon't be-
lieve we can cover the operation
costsat thisrate, but believeitisnec-
essary to reduce the drain on other
city funds.”

Hoisington rebuilding after tornado tore town apart

HOSINGTON (AP)—Morethana
month after a deadly tornado struck
thiscentral Kansastown, residentsare
fixing and rebuilding their homesand
decidingwhat to do about thedamaged
high schoal.

“Alot of peoplearemaking plansto
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rebuild,” said City Manager Allen
Dinkel. “I think there’salot of manu-
factured housing moving into town.”

Crews began work thisweek to re-
place Dinkel’s damaged roof, garage
and somewalls.

Meanwhile, Duane and Patty
Polzin’shouseisthefirst being rebuilt
in Hoisington since the April 21 tor-
nado killed one man and caused about
$43 millionin damage. Theframefor
their home is already finished, after
work began May 15.

But as the town of about 3,200 re-
builds, Dinkel said, someresidentsare
learning that their plans don’t agree
with current zoning regulations.

“Youcan'tgetaranch-stylehomeon
a50-foot lot,” Dinkel said.

Plansare aready intheworksfor a
new grocery store after tornado de-
stroyed Hoisington's only supermar-
ket.

The school board, however, hasnot
decided what to do about thedamaged
high school.

Fourgotohospital afteraccident

Four Goodlandyouthsweretakento
the hospital Saturday after their car
rolled on a gravel road southwest of
Goodland.

The Sherman County Sheriff’sDe-
partment reported that L acy J. Potterf,
18, was driving an ' 86 Oldsmobile
south on County Road 17. The siteis
two miles west of Goodland between
Road 60 and 59, about 5 milessouth of
town.

Passengers were Marshall Carson,

18; Lisa Carson, 12; and Jason
Brutsche, 18.

The sheriff got thecall at 7:36 p.m.
Saturday and said the accident oc-
curredaround 7:30 p.m. Potterf appar-
ently lost control of the car and it dlid
into the west ditch, rolled and hit an
electrical pole, coming to rest on its
top.

Thedriver toldadeputy shebelieved
that shewasgoingtoofastandswerved
off totheoppositesideof theroad, and

when she came back to the other side,
shesdlidandlost control of thevehicle.
LisaCarsonwaswearing aseatbelt,
deputies said, but the otherswere not.
Thevictimswereall takenby ambu-
lancetothe Goodland Regional Medi-
cal Center. Brenda Cunningham, the
hospital’ sdirector of nursing, saidthey
were all admitted for observation.
Marshall and Lisa Carson anc
Brutschewent home Sunday morning
and Potterf left Sunday afternoon.

President Bush tours Sequola forest

SEQUOIA NATIONAL PARK, Ca
lif. (AP) — President Bush, eager toan-
swer criticsof hisenvironmental record,
toured the towering, ancient sequoia
treesheretoday and promisedto protect
“theseworksof God” for the ages.

Standing in front of an ancient tree,
thepresidentsaid, “ Only maniscapable
of cutting downasequoia. Only manis
fully capabl eof appreciatingitsbeauty.”

Bush announced a new directive
calling for rangers to conduct annual
reviews of each national park, and he
renewed hiscall for afive-year, $5bil -
lion effort to address a heavy mainte-
nance backlog. He also cited a string
of administration initiatives he said
would protect the nation’s air, water
and land.

The president has been criticized
regarding the environmental impacts
of some of his policies, most recently
whenheissued anational energy strat-
egy that placed emphasison devel op-
ing new oil sourcesand morecoal and
nuclear power.

With pollsshowing votersskeptical
of hiscommitment totheenvironment,
adviserssay Bushplansaseriesof trips
andeventsthat reflect hisdeepconcern
for natural resources. Heis scheduled
to announce new protections for

Juveniles
are behaving

By Associated Press

Kansas has enjoyed a 25 percent
drop in the number of youths sent to
correctional facilities, at the same
time it has adopted a new focus on
crime prevention and early interven-
tion.

Sinceitbeganin 1997, theJuvenile
JusticeAuthority hasestablished pro-
grams aimed at identifying at-risk
children and keeping them out of
trouble.

Abby Coleman of Olatheisa21-
year-old beneficiary of an expanded
prevention program.

For 18 months, Coleman, who is
single, has participated in Healthy
FamiliesAmerica, an Olathe program
that focuseson babies, sometimeseven
beforebirth.

Coleman hopestoimproveher own
situation and that of her 18-month-old
son, Jonathan James Coleman. She
learned about the program for first-
time mothers while in the hospital to
deliver Jonathan.

One of the main objectives of the
program is to prevent child abuse by
teaching copingstrategiestofirst-time
mothers.

Authorities inside and outside the
juvenilejusticesystemsay the Juvenile
Justice Authority has been modestly
successful sinceit assumed control of
juvenile offenders from the Kansas
Department of Social and Rehabilita-
tion Servicesfour yearsago.
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Florida sEvergladesduringatripthere
next Monday and Tuesday.

“Our duty istousetheland well and
sometimes not to use it at all,” said
Bush, dressed in cowboy boots and
casual clothes.

Beforehisspeechto about 130 park
service employees and their families,
the president hiked for about 20 min-
utes to the summit of Moro Rock, a
6,500-foot barren granite dome. He
marveled at the 13,000-foot peaks to
the east and California’s sprawling
central valley to thewest.

Walking gingerly toward theedgea
cliff, thepresident told reporters, “It's
something else up here, isn'tit? I'm
impressed you guys madeit.”

Accompanied by Interior Secretary
Gale Norton, the president also
stopped at the General Sherman Tree,
aseguoiathought tobeoneof thelarg-
est living thingson earth, estimated at
morethan 2,100 yearsold.

“We cannot see into the centuries
ahead, butwecanbesureinaplacelike
thisthat we' reinthepresenceof endur-
ingthings. Itwill betoour lasting credit
if theseworksof Godarestill standing
athousandyearsfromnow,” Bushsaid.

On Tuesday, the administration an-
nounced it will let stand aproposal ap-
proved in the last days of the Clinton
presidency to clean up hazy skiesover
national parksand wilderness areas. It
wouldrequireolder coal -fired utilities,
amongothers, toberetrofittedwith new
pollution-control technology by 2013.

Bush made an arduoustrip Tuesday
from LosAngelesto SequoiaNational
Park, about 100 milessouth of Yosemite
National Park. Heflew fromLosAnge-
lesto Fresno, helicopteredtotheSierra

Nevada foothills, then was driven
nearly two hours up switchbacking
roadstoalodgeat 7,200 feet.

Hebecamethefirst sitting president
tovisit the park, which ishometo the
largest living tree on earth, said Se-
guoia park spokeswoman Kris Fister.
Hisentouragepractically took over the
remotecomplex of cabins, with Secret
Service agents posted outside Bush's
lodge, staring into theforest.

While Sequoia National Park does
not have a desperate maintenance
backlog, therearetrailsand roadshere
indisrepair, shesaid. Thepark iscom-
pleting a $74 million renovation that
built a new lodge and removed some
300 structuresthat threatened thegiant
sequoias.

Theproject “ showswhat can be ac-
complished” with an infusion of fed-
eral money, Fister said.

A widearray of maintenanceissues
plague the 57 national parks and 327
other natural and historic sites that
make up the national park system.

Theyincludedeficient guardrailson
theBlueRidgeParkway inNorth Caro-
linaand Virginia, afailing water line
at Petrified Forest National Park in
Arizonaand an overburdened sewage
systemin Yellowstone National Park.

The White House provided for no
new park acquisitionsinitsbudget re-
guesttoCongressthisyear. Instead, the
Interior Department wastold to focus
on Bush's campaign promise to clear
upa$4.9hillionbacklog of park main-
tenance and repairs.

Bush sent Congress a proposal last
monthto pay for aportionof hispledge
— $439.6 million for the fiscal year
that beginsOct. 1.

Wendy’s Athletes of the Week are Goodland High School Cow-
girls Rachael Hagerman and Jayci Stone. Rachael placed in three
events at state track, including a gold in 100-meter hurdles. She
got the bronze in the 300-meter hurdles and sixth in the 200-meter
dash. Stone took second in the pole vault, at 10'6”, her best vault
of the season. The Cowgirls placed third as ateam. Way to go!
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