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commentary

from other pens...

2001 legislative session
not good for schools

OlatheDaily Newson theK ansasL egislative session:

The 2001 L egidlative Session was not agood onefor legislators or
for public school districts. ...

... Ultraconservative Sens. Karin Brownleeand Kay O’ Connor, along
with ultraconservative Reps. Dan Williams and John Toplikar, share
the view that the state’s school districts are getting more than enough
money fromthe state. ...

Brownleesaysitisuptoindividual school districtsto decide how to
spend statefunding. Theimplicationisthat school districtsarereceiv-
ing amplefunding from the state. ...

... Statelegislatorsare quick to say public educationisapriority, but
areineptin providing adequatefundingto support their oratorical zeal .

L egidlatorscould havemadeahugeimpactinfunding public educa-
tion this session. They could have made a statement that they put the
kidsof Kansasfirst. ...

They failed—miserably. L egidatorsturnedtheir backsontheteach-
ers, students and patrons they serve by their inability to produce afi-
nancially sound school funding package. ...

Theultraconservatives of the Olathe del egation have vowed not to
increasetaxesfor any reason— not evento ensurequality educationin
our classrooms or to adequately pay the people who teach them. That
would becommendabl easlong asthey find another way to providethe
necessary funding for public education — something they didn’t do.

Andnow, thepublic school teachersand studentsthey represent will
suffer for it. For that, legislatorsget an“F.”

TheEmporiaGazetteon theKansasL egislature:

Only days after the longest wrap-up session in the history of the
Kansas L egidlature, our state politicians are already coming forward
with proposals aimed at keeping such adebacle from ever happening
again.

Senate President Dave K err, R-Hutchinson, recently told hishome-
town newspaper that he’ dliketo stop paying lawmakersafter 90 days.
Anything beyondthat, and our state senatorsand representativeswould
beworkingfor free...

... Kerr'sproposal isaclassic knee-jerk reaction squarely aimed at
addressing only asymptom and not thereal problem. ...

Kerr’'sproposd ...isasunfair asitisunwise.

... None of our state paliticians gets rich off the meager wages the
state paysfor legidative service.

It would be grossly unfair to withhold compensation to lawmakers
after 90 days, especiadly in years like this one, when alate state rev-
enue projection threw a$200 million monkey wrench into the budget-
ing process.

... Iflawmakersareseekingacure, they should strikeat theroot causes.
They needto construct abudgeting timetabl eflexibleenoughtohandle
untimely financial setbacks.

... Therespectivel eadersof theHouseand Senateshouldlead ... rather
than letting the bickering of obstinate legidlative cliques become an
insurmountable roadbl ock.

Our state lawmakers don’t need the threat of pinched pocketbooks
hanging over their heads when the going gets rough. They need to be
better statesmen in order to avoid getting into sticky situationsin the
first place.
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Techno? Heck no!

I know I’ ve said alot about technology in this
column, but it keepscoming upinmy life—and
let’sall remember | havetowriteoneof theseev-
ery week.

Somy latest takeontechnology isthatit carries
anegativemessageburied deepwithinitself. Now,
| know lifeis better with computers, and DVD
players, and microwave ovens, and garage door
openers. But thetruth of thematter is, very few of
ushaveany ideahow thesethingswork — which
meansevery new pieceof technology inmy home
isjust onemorething | can't fix.

Youknow that feelingyou haveasthemechanic
staresblankly at your engine and doesafew “ uh-
oh”s?That’snot agood feeling. That's not some-
thing you want to experience in your own home.
Overtime, beinginanenvironment that youdon't
understand eventual ly causesyou to give up con-
trol, and beforeyou know it, you’ rebuying Zirco-
nium jewelry off the Shopping Channel.

Thenthere' sthedisposability factor. Thistech-
nology isnot only complicated, it'salsorelatively
cheap. That means when it doesn’t work, you
throw it out. This could mean trouble for you —
especially if you haven't worked for awhile.

INPUT/OUPUT

Have you noticed how gigantic kids are these
days?1 know kidswerepretty tall for awhilethere
inthe’ 70s, butitwasmainly theshoes. Today kids
arejust plainbig. | asked adoctor friend why this
was, and hesaidit wasdueto better nutrition. And
it goesfarther than that.
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Farmersarefeeding the plantsand animal s bet-
ter, and those nutrients are passed on to whoever
eats them. And it affects kids more because their
cellsaredividing faster than those of adults. This
isthefood chain at work here.

Now when| look at akid| try to figure out what
nutrientswere sockedtothefood heate. | canusu-
ally spot iron and vitamin E, and, at the other ex-
treme, lead. Andwhen | watch politiciansanswer-
ing questions, it’s obviousthat the plantsthey eat
areheavily fertilized.

TOOMUCH WHINE

Nobody likesawhiner. Thetroubleisthat aswe
get older, we sometimes overreact totrivial prob-
lems, andfriendsarehesitant to point out thisflaw,
particularly if youownafirearm. Soherearesome
signsthat you' reawhiner.

— 90 percent of your conversations revolve
around dissatisfactionwithyour bodily functions.

— Nobody ever doeswhat you tell themto.

— A hundred peopl e are experiencing the same
inconvenience, butyou’ retheonly onewho’'smad
about it.

— Your complaintsversusyour complimentsare

sustaining aseven-to-oneratio.

— You think everyonewantsto hear about your
soreknee.

— Nobody has said “How are you?’ for over ¢
year.

LIVELONGAND PESTER

Wehavesevera industriesdevoted to extending
our lives. That's agood thing, but thereisalimit.
Yes, wewant doctors, and nutritionistsand fitness
expertsto help us make sure we get our full quota
of timeonthisEarth, but let'sfaceafew hard facts
before this escalates out of reason.

Thegoal seemsto beto get asclosetoimmortal-
ity aspossible. Let me bethefirst to stand up and
say “Not for me, thanks.” | cango 80, 90, even 100
years. Butimmortality? No.

Living forever meansway too many phonecalls
from charities and too many tax increases and toc
many Windows upgrades.

By thetimel get to 150, it'svery unlikely that |
will have an original thought, andif | do, it will be
extremely dangerous.

Lifeislikeamovie— youshouldleavewhenit’s
over. You don't need to sit through the credits.

Quote of the Day: “Anybody who's egotistical
should get married or take up golf.” — Red Green

Red Greenisthestar of “ The Red Green Show,”
atelevision seriesseeninthe U.S on PBSand in
Canada on the CBC Network, and the author of
“The Red Green Book” and “ Red Green Talks
Cars: ALoveSory.”

Now Bush must really reach out to Democrats

Asthisweek’stax fight makes plain, President
Bush hasfailed to take the partisan poison out of
Washington.

Now that his party is set to lose control of the
Senate, he' sgot to start meeting— and conciliat-
ing— with Democrats, startingwith Sen. Thomas
Daschle of South Dakota.

Bushisnot solely toblamefor thetoxicclimate,
of course. Democratsmissno opportunity to blast
Bush asthe servant of special interests.

The Democrats may sound shrill and negative,
but the latest Zogby poll indicatesthat they have
managed to keep Bush’s job-disapproval rating
above 40 percent.

Bush'sapproval ratingisastrong 55 percent, up
afew points from Zogby’s last poll, taken amid
widespread criticismof hisenvironmental policy.
Hisdisapproval ratingis42 percent, down2points.

Bush fares better on a personal level, with 62
percent of voters thinking favorably of him and
only 33 percent perceivinghimnegatively. Almost
30 percent of last year’s Al Gore supporters say
they like him, though only 22 percent approve of
hisjob performance.

Bush’s approval numbersin the Zogby poll
closely mirror the findings of other polls, but his
disapproval number ishigher thaninother surveys,
such as the bipartisan Battleground 2002 survey
last month, which put it at just 27 percent.

The Democrats' incessant hammering at Bush
— over tax cutsallegedly toolarge and skewed to
therich, a" unilateral” foreign policy, anenviron-
mental policy said to favor polluters— seemsto
be having an effect.

Moreover, it does not seem to be damaging the
Democrats, who haveaslight edgeonthegeneric
Congressional ballotintheZogby poll, 29 percent
to 25 percent, although 42 percent of respondents
were undecided.

The Zogby resultsindicate that, on energy, the
publicispreparedto believethe Democrats’ con-
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spiracy theory that oil companiesareto blamefor
soaring gasoline prices.

A plurality of 31 percent of votersputstheblame
on them, while 18 percent holds OPEC respon-
sible, 8 percent cites an increased demand, and 5
percent putsthe onuson gas-guzzling SUVs.

However, only 10 percent of voterssofar blame
Bush. Even fewer respondents (8 percent) blame
former President Bill Clinton, who has been ac-
cused by Bush aidesof having had no energy pro-
duction policy during his eight-year run in the
White House.

Democratsare hypercritical of Bush partly be-
causethey genuinely opposehispolicies, but party
leaders in Washington also accuse him of ignor-
ing them and pursuing conservative policies
masked as moderate.

IntheBattleground survey, two-thirdsof voters
said Bushhasmadesignificant effortstoreach out
toDemocrats. Even45 percent of Democratsgave
him credit on that score.

Nevertheless, Democratic Congressional lead-
erscomplainthat, sincethefew perfunctory visits
immediately following hisinauguration, he'shad
no contact with them and hasinstead been trying
to beat them by peeling away enough Democrats
towinfloor votes.

Bush succeeded with that tactic on taxes for a
while, but that’s over as soon as Democrats con-
trol the Senate.

Before Bush wasinaugurated, Daschle said he
hopedfor regul ar air-clearing meetingswith Bush.
That never happened, with theWhiteHousewrit-
ing off both Daschle and House Minority Leader
Richard Gephardt, D-Mo., asenemies.

Reaching out might not have worked, but fail-
ureto conciliate hasmade Democratic opposition
al theharsher. Delayingthetax bill isanexample.

Even if Democrats are not going to stop trying
tothwart hisagendaand band together toblock his
more controversial nominees, Bush can put the
onus of partisanship on them if he makes more
gestures of cooperation.

Another tactic Bushistrying — sometimesnot
too successfully — isto cast a centrist image on
policy.After agpateof decisionsthat appeared anti-
environmental (on arsenic, carbon dioxide emis-
sionsandtheKyotoAgreement), thePresident sud-

denly reversed courseand took stepsonlead emis-
sions and federal lands that |ooked pro-environ-
ment.

Similarly on energy, Bush and Vice President
Cheney pooh-poohed conservationand alternative
fuelsassolutions, making thoseideasseem almost
wimpy. But when the energy plan wasannounced,
conservation becamealead item.

Politically, Bush obviously would have beer
better off touting conservation and environmental
protectioninthefirst place.

Inthe Battleground survey, Bush’sinconsi sten-
ciesled 51 percent of votersto say hewasflip-flop-
ping on the environment and health care. Fifty-six
percent of seniors, 54 percent of upscal esuburban-
ites, and 56 percent of independent women made
thischarge.

All thepollsindicatethat 85 percent of Republi-
cansand conservatives approve of Bush'sjob per-
formance. Hisbaseissolid; therefore, hecanafforc
tomakenicewith Democrats—evenif it'sonly tc
shift the burden of acting inabipartisan manner tc
them.

But heshouldtry it for real.

Morton Kondracke is executive editor of Roll
Call, the newspaper of Capitol Hill.
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