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at noon

Today
¢ Sunset, 8:09 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 5:21 a.m.
¢ Sunset, 8:10 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 58 degrees
» Humidity 100 percent
+ Sky overcast
* Winds east 7 mph
+ Barometer 29.77 inches

and steady

* Record High 101° (1956)
* Record Low 36° (1943)

Last 24 Hours*
High 66°
Low 51°
Precipitation 0.03 inch

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: Mostly cloudy, 40 percent
chance of thunderstorms, low 50,
east wind 5-15 mph. Tomorrow: Be-
coming partly sunny, 20 percent
chance of thunderstorms at night,
high 70, low 50, east wind 5-15 mph.

Extended Forecast
Wednesday through Friday: high
80s, low 50s.
(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Current wheat — $2.80 bushel
New wheat — $2.80 bushel

Posted county price — $2.80
Corn — $1.76 bushel

Posted county price — $1.72

Loan deficiency payment — 72¢
Milo — $2.87 hundredweight
Soybeans — $3.96 bushel

Posted county price — $3.95

Loan deficiency payment — 97¢
Millet — $5.50 hundredweight
Sunflowers

Oil current crop — $7.10 cwt.

Oil new crop — $6.20 cwit.

Loan deficiency pmt. — $2.84

Confection current — $15/$7 cwt.
Pinto beans — $14 (new crop)

(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco

Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century

Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

Late news
from the
Associated
Press

K
1p.m.

Nepal awakes
to a new king

KATMANDU, Nepal —Prince
Gyanendra inherited Nepal's
throne from his dead relatives
Monday, becomingkingaspolice
fired tear gasat rioting youthwho
demanded an explanation of a
shooting that killed nineroyals.

Police called for a curfew to
clear the streets, and state-run ra-
dio issued awarning police were
tofireatthosewhoignoredorders.

Many mourners refused to be-
lieve Crown Prince Dipendrahad
killedhisfamily andthenhimself,
as officials privately say. Some
blamed Gyanendrafor thedeaths,
and many Nepalesewereincredu-
lousat thenew king’ sassertionthe
bloodbath was afreak accident.

Earlier, thousandslinedthepath
of a somber royal procession as
KingGyanendrarodeinacarriage
from one palace, where he was
enthroned, to another that will be
hisofficial residence.

Officials
to probe
clean up

HOISINGTON (AP) — Barton
County isinvestigating possibleprice-
fixing and fraudulent clean-up con-
tractsconnected tothetornadothat de-
stroyed much of Hoisington.

In a copyright story Sunday, the
Wichita Eagle said Barton County of-
ficials are checking alleged impropri-
eties at the burn pit used to dispose of
debrisafter thetornado, which hitApril
21. Some alleged problemsinclude:

* Contractorswho originally signed
on as volunteers but later submitted
billsfor thousandsof dollarsingovern-
ment emergency funds. Contractsmay
have been written after much of the
work was done and backdated so they
wouldbeeligiblefor federal reimburse-
ment.

« A Barton County official saysshe
hasverifiedthat aprivatecontractor —
thebrother of thecounty commission’s
chairman— billedthecounty for labor
that wasactually performed by county
employees.

* A demolition contractor said he
raised hisfee after acounty official in
charge of the site met with him and
other contractorsat abar andtold them
to maketheir ratesthe same.

A Federal Emergency Management
Agency spokesman, David Teska, said
heisawareof theallegedimproprieties
and iswaiting for Barton County’sin-
vestigation.

“Wecertainly want tofind out about
fraud or any collusion to commit
fraud,” hesaid. Theagency mighttake
further action “if we get any tangible
evidence of collusionor fraud.”

Brothers Roger and Kirby Krier are
at the center of the controversy. Roger
Krier isaformer reserve deputy sher-
iff whowasstripped of hisbadgefor his
activitiesafter thedisaster. Kirby Krier
ischairman of theBarton County Com-
mission and the chief liaison between
the disposal operation and the other
commissioners. Kirby Krierishdieved
to have run the burn pit, while Roger
Krier's company was one of the chief
bulldozer operators at the pit.

The bill from Roger Krier’s com-
pany, Krier Dozer Services Inc., has
drawn themost intense scrutiny. Krier
submitted bills as high as $19,675 for
bulldozer work immediately after the
tornado; he filed two subsequent bills
for the same work that dropped to
$11,465.

But witnesses told the Eagle that
Krierrarely workedat theburn pit, and

See PROBE, Page 7

Variations on a diving theme ...

During Thursday’s warmer weather, youngsters at the new
Steever Water Park demonstrated diving styles as they went
off the boards. The styles included a walking jump (top left),
cannonball (middle), simultaneous jump and forward dive (top

right), sideways dive (above) and a front belly flop dive (right).
Photos by Janet Craft/The Goodland Daily News

Hometown celebrates Kansas candidate for sainthood

PILSEN (AP) — Fifty years after a
Kansaspriest diedwhileministeringto
soldiersin a Korean prisoner of war
camp, the candidate for sainthood has
been honored for hisservices.

On Sunday, hundredsgathered at St.
John Nepomucene Church to unveil
and dedicate a statue to the Rev. Emil
J. Kapaun, aPilsen nativewhowasthe
most highly decorated chaplainin the
U.S. military.

Hospital board
meets tonight

TheGoodland Regional Medical
Center boardwill meet at 6:30p.m.
tonightinthenew conferenceroom
at thehospital, withtheaudit report
being the major agendaitem.

Jay Jolly, new hospital adminis-
trator, said theboard will hear from
Roger Johnson of Wendling, Noe,
Nelsonand Johnsonontheaudit for
last year.

There will also be some discus-
sion about the need to purchase
equipment forthenursery, and Jolly
said he will have some updatesfor
the board under hisreport.

A closed session is scheduled,
and Jolly said there may be some
action on a couple of items after-
ward.

After being taken prisoner in 1950,
Kapaun nursed the sick and wounded
until ablood clot in hisleg prevented
him from making hisdaily rounds.

He was moved to a hospital but de-
nied medication and died on May 23,
1951.

Kapaunwasstill missinginactionin
1952 when hisparentswere presented
with the Bronze Star Medal and the

Distinguished Service Cross at a spe-
cial Massin Pilsen.

Notification of his death came in
1953, and special serviceswereheldfor
the priest. Kapaun was posthumously
awarded the Prisoner of War Medal in
1989.

Eight years ago, the Vatican an-
nounced Kapaun officially would be
calleda“servantof God,” inwhat could

be thefirst step to his eventual eleva-
tion to sainthood.
TheWichitaDioceseof theCatholic
Church and the Archdiocese for Mili-
tary Servicesin Washington have led
the cause to have Kapaun canonized.
“There has to be a groundswell of
interest, a grass-roots attraction for
what he stood for,” said Archbishop
Edwin O’ Brien, who camefromWash-

ington theweekend ceremony.

Several men who were imprisoned
with Kapaun plannedto attend theme-
morial Masson Sunday. Therewasan
unveiling ceremony on the parish
grounds to dedicate a life-size cast-
bronze statue depicting Kapaun hel p-
ing asoldier.

A group of families from St. John
Nepomucenecommiss onedthestatue.

Auditor says county In good financial shape

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Daily News

The first meeting of the Sherman
County commissionersfor Junewill be
held at 8 a.m. Tuesday in the second-
floor jury room at the courthouse be-
causethecommissionersroomisbeing
used to microfilm county records.

Atthelast meetingof May, on Thurs-
day, the commissionersheard areport
ontheaudit for last year, and aspecial
presentationinajoint session withthe
Goodland Regional Medical Center
board at lunch.

Mark Bauer, accountant with
VonFeldt, Bauer and VVonFeldt, pre-
sented the 2000 audit report. He said
that except for onevery minor problem,
the county had avery good report.

The problem had to do with some
paperwork ontheprosecuting attorney
diversion fund and drug seizure fund.
CountyAttorney BonnieSelby handles

these accounts, and with the recom-
mendation of the accountant, the in-
voiceswill bekept tomatchthechecks
andthey will setupacomputer program
toaid in the bookkeeping.

The commissioners approved the
resolution appointing members of the
Mid State Port Authority, including
John Golden of Goodland.

A motion was made by Commis-
sioner Mitch Tiedetoappoint Bob Rohr
of Goodland to the Smoky Gardens
Board. The motion passed unani-
mously.

A 20-minuteclosed door sessionwas
held on personnel matterswith Sheriff
Doug Whitson. No action was taken
whenthecommissionersresumedtheir
open mesting.

Amy Griffey from the Northwest
Kansas Planning and Devel opment
Commission from Hill City was
present and heldapublichearingonthe

compl etion of thecommunity develop-
ment block grant which allowed
Kanoradoto purchaseausedfiretruck.

There was no opposition to closing
the grant, and the commissioners ap-
proved making the final payment of
$380 to the planning commission for
thework onthegrant.

County Attorney Selby said she had
received aletter from the Convention
and Visitors Bureau requesting a
change in its contract with the Good-
land Chamber of Commercetoapprove
anincreaseof salary for afull timeper-
son and apart-time person. Selby said
shewasdirected towritealetter tothe
Convention and Visitors Bureau, and
will present theletter for commissioner
approval at Tuesday’s meeting.

The board adjourned and went to
Sugar Hills Golf Club for anoon lun-
cheon with the hospital board and
members of the hospital staff.

The purposeto give EagleMed rep-
resentatives Glenn Coffman and Jim
andlvanBallardfromWichitaachance
to make a presentation about the pos-
sibility of them stationing one of their
medical aircraftsin Goodland.

They would need a hangar with of -
fice space, medical staff to work for
EagleM edto staff theplane, and exclu-
sive contract for handling al callsout
of Goodland unlesstheir flightsarefull.
They would expect some marketing
assistancefromthe Goodland hospital.

On Tuesday’s agenda, the commis-
sionerswill hear areport from County
Treasurer Shelby Miller about security
for the courthouse.

Golden will give an update on the
Mid States Port Authority.

Ron Ewingwill presentthecommis-
sionerswith information on the Green
Thumb program, which providesjobs
for seniors.



