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YET ANGTHER CALIFORNIA ROLLING BLACKOUT..

/IS

DENVER (AP) — Petr Sykorafelt
great that hisfirst goal inthese Stanley
Cup finalstied the seriesfor the New
Jersey Devils.Hedidn't need personal
satisfaction to makeit better.

Sykora, whoplaysontheDevils A-
Line with Jason Arnott and Patrik
Elias, had been struggling. The pres-
sure had been mounting since he and
Elias hadn’t scored in the first three
games — including two losses —
against the Colorado Avalanche.

After Eliasbrokethroughinthesec-
ond period of Saturday’s Game 4,
Sykora scored the clincher with 2:37
left inthe 3-2 victory.

“Theonly senseof relief wastowin
the hockey game,” Sykora said Sun-
day. “1 think we put ourselvesback in
thisseries.”

Avs lose to tie cup series

Sykorahad 35 goals and 46 assists
in the regular season, and then added
eight goals and 10 assists in the first
three rounds of the playoffs.

Hisscoring drought started after he
registeredagoal andanassistin Game
4 of theconferencefinal sagainst Pitts-
burgh and lasted four games.

“1 don't have pressure scoring,” he
said the day before Game 5 against
Colorado. “I wasn't thinking about it
and I’m not going to do it now.

Eliasalsowent four gamessincehis
last goal.

“It's always nice to see your goal
scorersscorebecausethenit couldjust
be breaking theice and that could get
them going,” captain Scott Stevens
said. “ Sometimeswhen they get their
first one they get confidence and feel

good about themselves. Hopefully,
that’sthe case with Patrik and Petr.”

nhl action

By The Assaciated Press
STANLEY CUP FINALS
(Best-of-7)
Saturday, May 26
Colorado 5, New Jersey 0
Tuesday
New Jersey 2, Colorado 1
Thursday
Colorado 3, New Jersey 1
Saturday
New Jersey 3, Colorado 2, series tied 2-2
Today
New Jersey at Colorado, 6 p.m.
Thursday
Colorado at New Jersey, 6 p.m.
Saturday
New Jersey at Colorado, 6 p.m., if necessary

Cornhuskers head to world series

LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Jeff
Leise'ssingleinthe10thinning drove
inthego-aheadrunasNebraskarallied
tobeat Rice9-6 Saturday, sweepingan
NCAA super regional and putting the
Cornhuskersinthe CollegeWorld Se-
riesfor thefirst time.

Nebraska, which had to rally in its
final at bat |ast weekendto beat Rutgers
intheregionals,improvedto5-0inthe
NCAA tournament and will be one of
eight teamsplaying at Rosenbl att Sta-
dium next weekend.

The College World Series has been
played in Omaha since 1950, but the
Cornhuskers have never been able to
make the 50-miletrip.

Nebraska(50-14) clinched theberth
when Austin Davis' pop-up landed in
the glove of shortstop Will Bolt, who
jumped and threw the ball intheair as
he was swarmed by teammates.

After shaking handswith the Owls,
the Huskerstook avictory lap around
the field at Buck Beltzer Stadium,
where the record crowd of 5,484
chanted“ GoBigRed!” and“ Omaha!”

A.J. Porfiriohadtwohomerunsand
Kenny Baugh pitched 8 1/3 solid in-
ningsfor the Owls (47-20), who were
going for their third College World
Series appearance.

Adam Stern had three RBIsfor the
Huskers (50-14), including atwo-run

nba action

singleintheninththat tied it at 5-all.

Thom Ott (5-2) blew a save oppor-
tunity intheninth, then hit abatter and
allowed ahitinthe 10th, but got three
consecutive pop-upsto endit.

Philip Barzilla(0-2) got Rice out of
ajamintheninth, but couldn’t hold off
the Huskersin the 10th.

The Cornhuskers had trailed since
thefirstinning until finally getting to
Baughintheninth.

Jeff Blevins drew a one-out walk,
Will Boltfollowedhimwithaninfield
singleand L eiseloaded thebaseswith
aflare that was just out of reach for
second baseman Matt Fox.

Stern hit asingleto left that scored
pinch-runner Drew Anderson and
Bolt. Philip Triberelieved Baugh and
gaveupasingletocenter by JohnCole,
driving in Leise and giving Nebraska
itsfirst lead.

After Porfirio’sleadoff homerinthe
ninth, Nebraskacameright back inthe
10thwhen Philip Barzillahit Jed M or-
riswithapitchtostarttheinning. Bran-
don Eymann moved pinch runner
Willie Jonesto secondwithabunt and
when first baseman Jesse Roman's
throw went into center, Joneswent to
third and Eymann to second.

Will Bolt waswalked intentionally
to load the bases, and L eise came
through with asingleto right and Ne-

By The Associated Press
Conference Finals
(Best-of-7)
Sunday, May 27
L.A. Lakers 111, SanAntonio 82, L.A. Lakers win
series 4-0
Sunday
Philadelphia 108, Milwaukee 91, Philadelphia
wins series 4-3
Finals
(Best-of-7)
Wednesday
Philadelphia at Los Angeles Lakers, 7 p.m.
Friday
Philadelphia at Los Angeles Lakers, 7 p.m.
Sunday
Los Angeles Lakers at Philadelphia, 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, June 13
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Los Angeles Lakers at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Friday, June 15
Los Angeles Lakers at Philadelphia, 7 p.m., if
necessary
Monday, June 18
Philadelphia at Los Angeles Lakers, 7 p.m., if
necessary
Wednesday, June 20
Philadelphia at Los Angeles Lakers, 7 p.m., if
necessary

braskaled 7-6. The Cornhuskersadded
two morerunsasthe Owlscommitted
another error.

Baughstruggledwithhiscontrol and
walked seven, but he also held Ne-
braska to three hits coming into the
ninth and finished with 12 strikeouts.

Baugh, whowasrestedintheopener
Friday after throwing 14inningsintwo
regional appearances last week,
opened the game by striking out the
firstthreebattershefaced, thenwalked
the first three in the second inning.
Nebraskaonly got one run out of it as
Baugh added three more strikeouts.

The Huskers didn’t have a hit until
Col€e'sone-outdoubleinthethird. Cole
wenttothirdonawild pitchand scored
on Dan Johnson’s single, which cut
Rice'sleadto 5-2.

The Owls, who only had three hits
intheseriesopener, hadfourinthefirst
twoinnings, including Porfirio’stwo-
run homer to right inthefirst.

Riceadded aruninthesecondwhen
Jesse Roman, who led off the second
with asingle, scored on awild pitch.

Rice added two more runs in the
third on afielder’s choice and Billy
Jacobson’sdoubleto | eft.

Nebraska cut the lead to 5-3 in the
seventh when Blevins singled, stole
second, took third onafielder’schoice
and scored on apassed ball.

Woods dominates

DUBLIN, Ohio (AP) — Tiger
Woodscontinued hisal most methodi-
cal dominance of golf, finishing with
afinal round 6-under-par 66towinhis
third Memorial Tournament in arow.

Woods final tuneup beforetheU.S.
Openat Southern Hillswasall but over
by thetimethe leaders headed for the
back nine, making the final holes a
playground for Woods.

Pitchers change paid off

DENVER (AP) — A small adjust-
ment paid big dividends for Pedro
Astacio.

After watching hours of videotape
from his recent struggling starts, the
Colorado Rockies right-hander dis-
covered histempo wastoo quick.

Slowing things down on Sunday,
Astacio carriedano-hitterintothesev-
enth inning, finished with athree-hit-
ter and beat the San Francisco Giants
11-2.

“The last couple of games | was
movingtooquick,” Astaciosaid. “ That
makesthe ball flatten over themiddle
of the plate. A lot of timesyou find a
little thing that is a big thing in the
game.”

Rockies pitching coach Marcel
Lachemann said that by slowing his
tempo, Astaciogavehimself “achance

| to command the ball. He pitched well

on both sides of theplate.”

Astacio, 0-3witha7.54 ERA inhis
previousfour starts, finally prevailed
in his fifth attempt at career win No.
100.

Astacio (5-5) lost both hisno-hitter
and shutout in the seventh, when Jeff
Kent led off with a sharp single past
shortstop Neifi Perez. Felipe Crespo
also singled, and Armando Rios hit a
two-run double off the wall in right-
center field.

Astacio, who had six 1-2-3innings,

walkedtwoand struck out seventopost
his 25th career complete game.

“1 didn’t think about the no-hitter,”
Astaciosaid. “My only thought onthe
mound was to get the next guy out.
Whenyouthink about ano-hitter, then
you start thinking you haveto get ev-
erybody out. | didn’t want to pressure
myself. | just tried to make each pitch
and hold down the score.”

Todd Helton went 4-for-4 with a
homer and three RBIs, and Larry
Walker also homered and drove in
threerunsfor Colorado.

Every Rockies starter had at least
one hit as the club matched a season
high with 19 hits.

San Francisco’s Barry Bonds, who
|eadsthemajorswith 29 homers, went
O-for-3beforebeingliftedfor apinch-
runner in the seventh.

The Giantslost for the 13thtimein
their last 18 gamesandfell two games
below .500 (27-29) for the first time
sincelast June 12.

“Oneday it's pitching, oneday it's
hitting and one day it's defense,” Gi-
ants manager Dusty Baker said. “We
can’t get everything together for an
extended period of time. You haveto
beabletofight throughthesestretches.

““The Rockies hit the ball great to-
day, and Astacio pitched as good as
I’ve ever seen him. He really knows
how to pitch here. Hewas masterful.”

The Rockies scored nine runs off
Giants starter Mark Gardner (1-4) in
building an 11-0 lead through fivein-
nings.

After scoringtwiceinthesecond, the
Rockiesscored four runswith noneout
in the third, including Walker’s two-
run homer, his19th, and Helton’ssol o
shot, his 18th.

Colorado added four runswith twe
outs in the fourth. After singles by
Astacio and Perez, Walker had arun-
scoring double, chasing Gardner.
Helton hit a two-run single off Chad
Zerbe, and Jeff Cirillo added an RBI
triple.

Astacio drovein arun in the fifth
with another single.

Giants shortstop Rich Aurilia, the
NL'’sleading hitter (.362), did not start
for the second straight game because
of astrainedright hipflexor. Hepinch-
hit in the sixth, lining out to second.

Notes: Astacio tied his Rockies’
record for most hitlessinningsto start
agame. ItwasthethirdtimeaRockies
pitcher hasthrown six hitlessinnings,
and Astacio hasdoneit each time.

Colorado’s Juan Pierre was caught
stealinginthefirst, ending hisstolen-
base streak at 12, four shy of Terry
Shumpert’s club record.

Colorado wrapped up a 13-game
stretch against the Giantsand LosAD-
gelesDodgerswith a7-6 record.

Royals lose to Angels, 7-2

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — Tim
Salmon hit two of Anaheim’s four
homerunsastheAnaheimAngel sbeat
theKansas City Royals7-2 Sunday to
complete athree-game sweep.

Troy Glaus and Garret Anderson
also homered for the Angels, who
matched their season high in homers.
It was Anaheim’sfirst sweep of Kan-
sas City in a series of three or more
games since June 1996, and first at
home since June 1992.

Ramon Ortiz (4-4) wonfor thefirst
time since April 28. He allowed two
runs— oneearned — and six hitsin7
2-3innings.

Ortiz was removed with a7-1 lead
after giving upatwo-out singleby Rey
Sanchez—whichextended hiscareer-
best hitting streak to 21 games— and
hisonly walk of the game.

Mike Holtz got Jermaine Dye to

groundtothird, but Glaus' highthrow
to second baseman Adam Kennedy
allowed Sanchez to scorethe Royals
second run.

RookieDavid Ecksteinled off third
inning for Anaheim with a doubl e off
Mac Suzuki (2-4), took third onabunt
singlepast themoundby DarinErstad,
and scored on Glaus' sacrifice fly to
giveAnaheima?2-1lead.

Salmon then hit his seventh homer
and Andersonfollowed with hissixth,
onan0-2pitch, tomakeit5-1. Salmon
hit his eighth homer in the seventh
against Cory Bailey for his17thcareer
multihomer game.

Anderson, whose RBI singledrove
inthewinning runin Saturday night's
3-2victory, openedthescoringwithan
RBI singleinthefirst.

A.J. Hinchtieditinthethird witha
leadoff homer off theleft-field pole.

baseball scoreboard

Glaus led off the fifth against Jose
Santiagowith his16th of thecampaign
andthird of thehomestand. Suzuki al-
lowed fiverunsand six hitsover 2 2-3
innings.

Notes: Anaheim also hit four hom-
ersonApril 5in10-3victory at Texas.

The Royals (20-36) have the worst
recordafter 56 gamesinthe franchise’s
33-year history.

Erstad hasal4-gamehitting streak,
one shy of his career high, and is bat-
ting .368 over hislast 25 games.

Dee Brown singled his first two
timesup, after going hitlessin hisfirst
18 career at-bats against Anaheim.

The Angels have hit back-to-back
homersfour timesthis season.

Salmonhashomeredin consecutive
games for the first time this season.
Four of hiseight homershavecomeon
thishomestand.

By The Associated Press
AMERICAN LEAGUE
East Division

W L Pct GB
Boston 32 22 593 —
New York 30 24 556 2
Baltimore 26 29 473 6112
Toronto 26 30 464 7
TampaBay 15 41 .268 18

Central Division

W L Pct GB
Minnesota 36 18 667 —
Cleveland 35 18 .660 12
Chicago 23 30 434 12172
Detroit 22 31 415 131/2
Kansas City 20 36 357 17

West Division

W L Pct GB
Seattle 43 12 782 —
Anaheim 27 28 491 16
Oakland 271 28 491 16
Texas 20 35 .364 23

Saturday’s Games
N.Y. Yankees 9, Cleveland 4
Boston 2, Toronto 1
Baltimore 7, Oakland 0
Chicago White Sox 5, Detroit 3
Texas 3, Minnesota 2, 10 innings
Seattle 7, Tampa Bay 4
Anaheim 3, Kansas City 2
Sunday’s Games
Boston 5, Toronto 4
Cleveland 4, N.Y. Yankees 3
Chicago White Sox 9, Detroit 6, 10 innings
Minnesota 6, Texas 3
Anaheim 7, Kansas City 2
Oakland 5, Baltimore 1
Seattle 8, Tampa Bay 4
Today's Games
Boston (Martinez 7-1) atN.Y. Yankees (Mendoza
3-1),5:05 p.m.
Cleveland (Burba 7-2) at Minnesota (Mays 7-3),
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6:05 p.m.

Texas (Mahomes 3-4) at Seattle (Halama 4-4),
8:05 p.m.

Tuesday's Games

Detroit (Holt 4-4) at Boston (Nomo 5-3), 5:05 p.m.

Baltimore (Johnson 4-3) at N.Y. Yankees
(Mussina 5-5), 5:05 p.m.

Cleveland (Wright 1-0) at Minnesota (Romero 1-
1), 8:05p.m.

Chicago White Sox (Wells 1-2) at Kansas City
(Reichert 5-4), 6:05 p.m.

Texas (Davis 2-5) at Seattle (Sele 8-0), 8:05 p.m.

Oakland (Mulder 7-2) atAnaheim (Rapp 1-5), 8:05
p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division

W L Pct GB
Philadelphia 35 20 636 —
Atlanta 29 26 527 6
Florida 26 29 473 9
New York 24 33 421 12
Montreal 23 34 404 13

Central Division

W L Pct GB
Chicago 33 21 611 —
St. Louis 31 24 564 212
Milwaukee 29 26 527 41)2
Houston 28 26 519 5
Cincinnati 21 34 382 12172
Pittsburgh 17 37 315 16

West Division

W L Pct GB
Arizona 34 22 .607 —
LosAngeles 31 25 .554 3
Colorado 28 28 .500 6

Alltel now offers
companion plan for
Total Freedom across
America Package.

Only $14% per month extra
for second phone service.

AMERICAN COMMUNICATIONS

813 Main ¢ Goodland, Kan. <LALLTEL
(785) 899-2426

NOW TWO CAN

ACROSS AMERICA!

SanDiego 27 29 482 7
San Francisco 27 29 482 7
Saturday’s Games
St. Louis 8, Cincinnati 5
Houston 2, Los Angeles 1
Colorado 7, San Francisco 5
N.Y. Mets 7, Florida 1
Chicago Cubs 10, Milwaukee 4
Montreal 12, Philadelphia 5
Arizona 2, San Diego 1
Atlanta at Pittsburgh, ppd., rain
Sunday’s Games
Atlanta 11, Pittsburgh 7, 1st game
Atlanta 8, Pittsburgh 3, 2nd game
Montreal 10, Philadelphia 3
Milwaukee 4, Chicago Cubs 2
Los Angeles 9, Houston 8, 10 innings
Colorado 11, San Francisco 2
Florida 1, N.Y. Mets 0
Arizona 8, San Diego 4
St. Louis 4, Cincinnati 3
Today's Games
Cincinnati (Fernandez 5-4) at St. Louis (An.Benes
3-4),6:10 p.m.
LosAngeles (Park 6-4) atArizona (Reynoso 1-4),
8:05 p.m.
Tuesday's Games
N.Y. Mets (Reed 5-2) at Philadelphia (Person 4-
4),5:05p.m.
Pittsburgh (Schmidt 1-2) at Florida (Penny 4-0),
5:05 p.m.
St. Louis (Hermanson 5-3) at Chicago Cubs
(Lieber 5-3), 6:05 p.m.
Houston (Miller 7-2) at Colorado (Hampton 7-
2), 7:05p.m.
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