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commentary

from other pens...

Bush knocked off stride;
history suggests recovery

By Ron Fournier

AP White House Correspondent

WASHINGTON —A senator’ sdefection. Publicrel ationsmissteps.
Foreign policy surprises. Five months in office, President Bush has
suffered aseries of setbacksknocking him off his confident stride.

He came into office with an experienced team and the pugnacious
pluck determined to seize amandate. He wasthe nation’sfirst MBA
president, running the government like abusiness. And then reality.

“They’ve hit afew bumpsin the road,” said presidential analyst
Stephen Hess of the Brookings Institution. “ Suddenly, we seethey’re
not as smart asthey thought they were.”

Bush loses control of the Senate this week when GOP Sen. James
Jeffords officialy leaves the party, accusing the president and other
Republican leaders of being too conservative.

Thedefection revealed flawsin Bush’spolitical network and raised
questions about Bush’s ahility to keep moderatesin thefold.

It wasthe biggest miscuein aseriesof setbacksthat suggest Bushis
experiencing presidential growing pains. Among them:

—Secretary of State Colin Powell failed to persuade NATO alliesto
take astep toward endorsing the plan for anational missile defense.

—With nowarning, the United States|ost itsseat onthe United Na-
tionsHuman Rights Council in asecret vote.

—Theadministration had to abandon aplantorestructure sanctions
against Irag, bowing to Russian and Chinese demandsfor delay.

—YVicePresident Dick Cheney, thearchitect of somany WhiteHouse
initiatives, undermined plansfor his energy report by seemingly dis-
missing conservation programs as“asign of personal virtue.”

—Bush traveled to Los Angeles this week to meet with Gov. Gray
Davis after the Democrat accused Bush of having little sympathy for
Cdliforniavoters stung by soaring electricity hills.

A senior Republican who workswith the Bush team said the presi-
dentlost somepoalitical statureby flyingacrossthecountry for anaudi-
encewithagovernor. Bush'sstaff knew therisks, but hehad no choice.

Heisnot thefirst president thrown off by alearning curve.

Bill Clinton stumbled in the first days of his presidency, moving
awkwardly to end the gays-in-the-military ban and withdrawing top
nominees under fire.

Thefirst President Bush bragged about not having a 100-day plan,
creating theimpression that he had no vision or freshideas.

Jimmy Carter appointed a staff with precious|ittle Washington ex-
perience. Ronald Reagan didn’t know hisown housing secretary, and
misidentified the top House Republican.

Though Bush’smi sstepsarenoworsethanthoseof hispredecessors,
it’sworth watching to see how heresponds.

ErwinHargrove, political scienceprofessor at Vanderbilt University,
said Bush created hisowntroubl eby stubbornly pushing anagendathat
isdlightly more conservative than the mainstream.

“Isitinexperience?lsit growing pains?Or isitamore seriousinept-
ness?That’sthequestion,” Hargrovesaid. “| thinkit’ssimply arrogance.
| think it’sstraight-down arrogant to think they couldimposetheir pro-
gramson such an evenly divided Congresswithout alittlemoregive.”

Dismissing such talk, consultantsAlex Castellanos and Rich Bond
said votersdon't pay attention to the U.N. votes and public relations
missteps. Americanswatch for bigger cuesfrom their president.

And they may soon see some from Bush.

Tax cuts and refunds are on the way. A landmark education bill is
movingthrough Congress. Bush hel pedfree24 airmenfrom China, and
polls show amagjority approve of hisjob performance.

“Hehasgottennicked and cut alongtheway,” Bondsaid. “But | think
you havetogivegreat weight tothosebigthreeor four thingshe’ sdone
well — not the minor 10 thingsthat went wrong.”

EDITOR SNOTE: Ron Fournier has covered national politicsand
the White House for The Associated Presssince 1993.
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MOM, DAD —
1 CANT LIVE THS LIE
ANY LONGER . T AM
WHO I AM! M-

WHERE DID
WE GO WRONG?

Planting success |n a young persons future

Wecannot alwaysbuildthefuturefor our youth,
butwecanbuildour youthfor thefuture.- Franklin
D. Roosevelt

The future success of Americalies not in our
wealth of resources, standard of living or political
system. Nor will our future accomplishmentsbe
created by technology, global marketing or even
our free-enterprise economy. The future of
Americaisyoung men and women.

Don't misunderstand me, freeenterprise, tech-
nology and natural resourcesareall important el-
ementsof our success. However, thisnation’sreal
futureisin our youth. These young men and
women, armed with knowledge, seasoned with
experience and equipped with positive attitudes
canandwill lead Americatoevengreater heights.

| don’t agree with those who are quick to con-
demn our young people. Though | can't predict
how eachindividual will turnout, | will predict that
soonthey will becomethegenerationwhoiswor-
ried about how the young peoplein Americawill
turnout.

Thistakes me back to the quote | used to open
this column. | agree with FDR, we can help our
young peoplebecomemorepreparedto deal with
thefuture. Infact, we havearesponsibility to do
0.

| believeour schoolsdo an adequatetogoodjob
in some areas of this”success’ training. Other
elementsthat pertainto successareneglected. For
sometime, my associatesand | havediscussed and
dreamed about a summer camp for high-school
studentsthat would focus on businessand rel ated

First teacher C

The attentive parent should always know the
teacher. That’sespecially truewhenthestudentis
president of the United States.

So let’stalk about Dick Cheney and what he's
been teaching our boy.

Hisfirst assignment wasto tutor young George
onwhom to pick for hisvice president. Hetaught
him the evils of picking a Republican moderate
whowaseither pro-choiceor anti-Star Wars. Rel-
ishing thelesson, Bush picked someonewho was
pleasantly pro-life and fanatically pro-SDI.

Having assumed the VP's job, Cheney hasre-
tained his more vital position as First Teacher.
From that catbird’s seat, his influence spans as
wideashiscurriculum. Hisclassesrunthe gamut
fromdefenseto energy toHow ToMaintain Good
RelationsWith Congress.

Startingwith Proper VicePresidential Selection,
the lesson plans have been predictable. Bushis
taught torely on Dick Cheney for histhinking, his
strategy, hiscounsel. Indeed, thevicepresidentis
to be hisprime surrogate.

Cheney saysto focusthe Bush energy program
on moredrilling, morerefineries, more pipelines
and lesswhining from the EPA. Bush provesthe
perfect student, exclaimingwithenthusiasmwhat
hefindswrittenin his modest set of notes.

Cheney teachestheideol ogy of strategicdefense
withthesamegusto. TheUnited Statesshouldsim-
ply dukeit out withtheRussiansand all therest of
those countrieswhowant tokeeptheABM treaty.

Incongressional relations, theFirst Teacher puts
forththe samemethod: our way or thehighway. If
you can ram atax hill through Congress, you do
it! If you can do it once, you can do it again and
again, withenergy, strategic defense, and whatever
elseyou’ll need towinin 2004.

Thedefectionof Jim Jeffordsdi splaystheweak-
ness in the Cheney method. It isal push and no

where to write

® minding your own
business

successtopics. Thisyear our dream hasbecomea
reality.
Excellence5 Encounter © 2001

Our business camp isnot just acamp —it'san
encounter with success. The camp will focus on
fiveareas:

Entrepreneurship. Sincesmall businessesarethe
heart of America’s economic engine, we'll teach
the fundamentals of starting and operating a suc-
cessful business. We' vecreateda” hands-no” team
project caled "Business-in-a-Box©.” Campers
will competefor prizes, trophiesand scholarships.

E-commerce. Though there have been col ossal
failuresin this area, our campers will learn what
works and what doesn’t. We believe technology
isatool that can help businesses and individuals
succeed.

Ethics. Webelieveasuccessful businessisprof-
itableand hasintegrity. Weseeno conflict between
profits and ethics. We will prove that in any suc-
cess character counts.

Etiquette. Yes, Mom, you wereright fimanners
areimportant. Our camperswill discover theprin-
ciples of table etiquette, master proper introduc-
tionsand practice writing thank you notes.
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pull. Itexploitsthezeal of thecountry’sconserva-
tivebase but failsto lurerecruits.

A goodteacher would haveshownthenew presi-
dent hisneed for remedial work. Onereason can-
didate George W. Bush lost the New Hampshire
primary last year was that he failed to talk sub-
stancewiththevoters. My ownfifth-gradedaugh-
ter noti cedthat after watching him speak one Sun-
day afternoon.

Sen. Chuck Hagel of Nebraskacriticized Bush
last week for doi ng the samewith membersof the
Senate, trying to woo them with good ole boy
malarkey. | nstead of masteringthematerial, Hagel
says, Bush relies on nicknaming and towel -snap-
ping.

The charm that worked so well on part-time
Texaslegidatorsin Austin does not work so well
inWashington.

To build support among the full-time, year-
round career professionalsintheU.S. Senate, the
president needsto dig deep enoughintotheissues
toknow wherehispolitical problemslie. Heneeds
tofocusonthewallflowersaswell astheBigMen
on Campus. He needs to stop sending “Dick
Cheney” to talk to senators, Hagel urgently ad-
vises, and go himself, armed personally with the
policy knowledgeto do thejab.

Had he fathomed Jim Jeffords’ deep-felt com-
mitment to renewabl eenergy sources, Bushmight
have connected with the wavering Vermonter.

Perhaps because hedidn’t, the New Englander
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Everyday Financia Skills. Every attendee will
go home equipped with personal money manage-
ment strategies. We' [l helpthemlearn how tomake
moremoney intheir lifetimeand how tobuildtheir
earningsinto | asting wealth and security.

Power ful Speakersand Topics

K eynotespeakersincludeRoger Crawford, Dave
Roever and me. Roger was born physically chal-
lenged, but hisremarkableaccomplishmentsprove
that optimism and resilience can triumph.

Dave Roever, hasspokento millionsof students
in high schools around the world. Using hiswar
experiencesof disfigurement, pain, lonelinessand
peer pressure, Dave will close our camp with an
inspiring message of hope.

I'll be addressing the " great opportunity” pre-
sented by our free-enterprise economy and
entrpreneurship. | seeagreat futurefor thosewho
dotheright thingsand do them well.

Thecampisavailabletohigh school sophomores,
juniorsand seniors. We'relooking for afew more
sponsors. Would you like to sponsor some young
men or women? Would you like to have your son
or daughter attend? Thefour-day camp costs$400,
and we still have afew openings. For moreinfor-
mation, call usat (806) 374-9777 or e-mail meat:
datylor@arn.net

Don Taylor isthe co-author of Up Against the
Wal-Marts. You may writeto himin care of Mind-
ing Your Own Business, PO Box 67, Amarillo, TX
79105. Column sponsord by Goodland Area Chanmt
ber of Commerce Business Devel opment Commit-
tee.

neney blows the test

who recently comprised the party’sleftward flank
now sitswith the Democrats. The quintet of GOF
moderatesthat onceincluded Jeffords, Arlen Spec-
ter of Pennsylvania, Lincoln Chafee of Rhode |s-
land, OlympiaSnoweand Susan Collinsof Maine,
isnow aquartet.

The loss of the Senate mgjority offersatimely
lesson on theweakness of the Cheney method just
asthe Democrats lossof Congressin 1994 wase
timely warning on the weakness of the Hillary
Rodham Clinton method of healthcare. Eachrelied
too greatly on the presumed mental and moral su-
periority of the proponent.

The question that lingered during this week of
Bush’slong-overduevisit to Californiaiswhether
the student president has absorbed it.

ChrisMatthews, anationally syndicated colunm-
nist for the San Francisco Chronicle, is host of
“Hardball” onCNBCand MS\BC cablechannels.
The 1999 edition of “ Hardball” was published by
Touchstone Books.

berry’s world

w 90 —~ ALL YOU PRIWVERS
OF SUVs OUT THERE ~ BE
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