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DENVER (AP)—Aformer pitcher with 139
major league wins, Houston Astros manager
Larry Dierker hasbeen credited with devel op-
ing left-hander Mike Hampton.

Dierker can't take credit for Hampton'shit-
ting, however.

Hampton becamethefirst Colorado pitcher
to homer twicein agame, leading the Rockies
toa9-4win over Dierker’'sAstroson Tuesday
night.

Hampton, who pitched for Houston from
1994 through 1999 before spending the 2000
seasonwiththeNew York Mets, had hisbreak-
through in 1997, when he had seven straight

winsover thesecond half of theseasonenroute
toal5-10record.

“He had established himself as a capable
major |eague pitcher, but hewasn’'t one of the
toppitchersaround,” Dierker recalled. “Wefelt
hecould be. Wetal ked about using the outside
corner toright-handed hittersinstead of trying
to power-pitch everybody.

““Hewas2-6 or 2-7 at theend of May witha
high ERA. He said he didn’t have any confi-
dence, didn't know where the ball was going.
To me, the turning point was when he agreed
to give up on sliders inside and the high
fastballs.”

SPOI
Rockies win 9-4 behind pitcher’s

cletily news

Tuesday night, Hamptonwasjust averageon
the mound, going 7 2-3 innings and allowing
nine hitsand four runs.

But with the bat, he was superb.

Hampton's second homer, a two-run shot,
highlighted asix-runsixthinningthat gavethe
Rockiesan 8-4 lead off Wade Miller.

Hampton (8-2) also had a 412-foot solo
homer inthefifth. Hehasfour homersthissea-
son. In 372 at-bats heading into this season,
Hampton had no homers, although he sported
arespectable.231 batting average.

He isthe first pitcher to homer twicein a
gamesince LosAngeles Darren Dreifort did

Is

two-homer game

it last Aug. 8 against the Chicago Cubs.

“Itwasluck,” Hamptoninsisted. “Wadehas
great stuff. On my first homer, | wasjust able
toputit onthegood part of thebat. The second
at-bat, | wasjust trying to makecontact and he
|eft the breaking ball up.”

Hampton gave up two-run homersto Craig
Biggioand MoisesAlouandtrailed 4-2 before
theRockies' sixth-inning outburst.

Rockies manager Buddy Bell called Hamp-
ton the most competitive player he has ever
seen.

“He just continues to do everything,” Bell
said. “Heapproachesevery second he’'sonthe

field like I’ ve never seen anybody else do it.
He'savery driven player. He'sexceptional .”

Neifi Perez led off the sixth against Miller
(7-3) with his fourth homer. Todd Helton
walked and, with two outs, Todd Walker
singled. Jacob Cruz beat out an infield single
toscoreHelton, and Brent Maynehit atwo-run
doubl etoright-center. Hamptonthen homered
toleft.

Miller allowed eight runs— seven earned —
and nine hitsin six innings.

Dierker wasej ected by third-baseumpirePat
Spieler for arguing a checked swing by Cruz
inthesixth.

Keith Vasquez, Kyle Whisler, Michael Pickettand Jason Showalter held against Garden City. The team plays a doubleheader tonight against

a conference on the mound during last night's American Legion game Wray at Memorial Field.
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Goodland looses two games to Garden City

By Lester Bolen
The Goodland Daily News

Goodland’sAmerican L egion base-
ball team lost two more home games
last night to Garden City, but showed
some much improved hitting.

After failingtoscoreinthefirsttwo
gamesof theseason, theteammanaged
four runsinthefirst gameof thedouble
header and eightinthesecond. Garden
City scored more, though, winning 13-
4and20-8. That left Goodland’srecord
to 0-4.

In the first game, Goodland wasn't
abletoget onthescoreboard early and
trailed 5-0 after two innings. In the
third, Kyle Schulte reached first on a
fielder’schoiceand | atter scored after
astolenbaseand aerror. Landon West
also scored ontheerror after reaching
first withawalk. Inthefourth, Good-
land allowed only one run while scor-
ing two. Keith Vasguez led off thein-
ningwith asolohomerun over theleft
fieldfenceand KyleWhisler scoredon
an error after reaching onawalk.

Goodland failed to score the rest of
the game, but allowed only two more
Garden City runsfor thefinal scoreof
13-4. Schultz led the team with his
three singlesand onerun.

Michael Pickett reached base three
times, twiceonanerror, andonceona
doubleinthefifth. Pickett wasthelos-
ing pitcher, allowing 13 runs, 11
earned, and 14 hits.

Inthesecond game, Goodland actu-
aly out hit Garden city 11-8, but was
plagued by eight errors, including six

in the last two innings. Goodland
trailed by only tworunsgoing intothe
seventh and final inning. Garden City
scored 10runsinthetop half of thesev-
enth and Goodland failed to score to
makethefinal 20-8.

West |ed the team with asingle and
adouble and also reached on an error.
He scored two runs. Pickett hit two
singles and scored two runs.

The team plays at 6 and 8 p.m. to-
night against Wray at Memorial Field
andat 6and8p.m. Friday at Scott City.

Lakers confident they can sweep going into NBA finals

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Kobe
Bryant went to amovie the other day,
opting to see “Pearl Harbor” rather
thanwatch Game7 of the Eastern Con-
ferencefinals.

Shaquille O’ Neal, who promised to
have his game face on by early in the
week, pitched his best-selling book at
a news conference Tuesday, and re-
sponded to a reporter’sringing cell
phone by saying, “Tell them to call
back later,” drawinglaughter fromthe
assembled media.

And afew of the LosAngeles L ak-
ershavetalked openly about securing
aspot in the record books by winning
four straight over the Philadel phia
76ers to complete an unprecedented
sweep of the playoffs.

Arethese guys confident, or what?

Moreimportantly, arethey focused

after having last played on May 277?

The answers appear to be yes, and
yes.

“They are very much prepared,”
L akers coach Phil Jackson said of his
players.

“Being hereis not a surprise, but
howwehavedoneitisasurprise. Their
aptitude, attitude and appetitefor this
series and for playoff basketball is
Quite apparent.”

After an up-and-down season
lowlighted by the simmering feud of
O’ Neal and Bryant going publicin
January and injuriesto both after that,
the Lakers are healthy and on an in-
credibleroll.

Firstcameeight straight winstofin-
ishtheseason, andnow 11tobeginthe
playoffs — an accomplishment
matched only by the 1989 L akers, who

Royals drop fourth straight

KANSASCITY, Mo. (AP) — Ray
Durham and Magglio Ordonez each
homered Tuesday night, leading the
Chicago White Sox to their fifth
straight victory, 6-2 over the Kansas
City Royals.

KipWellspitched 6 1-3innings, a-
lowing four hits, for the White Sox,
whohavewon100of 11. TheRoyalslost
their fourth strai ght and droppedto 20-
37, matching their worst record ever
after 57 games. The Royals, who have
scored atotal of sevenrunsintheir last
four games, havelost nineof 11.

WEells (2-2) held thereeling Royals
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toonerunonfour hits, withtwowalks
and four strikeouts.

The Royals loaded the bases with
one out in the seventh, but reliever
SeanLowestruck out LuisAlicea, and
reliever Bobby Howry retired pinch-
hitter Dave McCarty on ashallow fly.
Howry went onto get hissecond save,
allowingonerunin2 1-3innings.

Royals shortstop Rey Sanchez was
O-for-4 ashishitting streak stopped at
21 games, thelongest current streak in
the majors and the sixth-longest in
team history.
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were swept by Detroit’'s Bad Boysin
the NBA Finals after starters Byron
Scott and Magic Johnson sustained
hamstring injuries.

But while the Lakers have breezed
to 11 winsin the playoffs by an aver-
ageof 15.4 points, the 76ershavegone
11-7, andreached thefinalsfor thefirst
time since 1983 by winning their last
two seriesin seven games.

However, the starting forward also
said if the 76ers contained O’ Neal to
some degree, “then we're going to
haveachance.”

While O’ Neal is averaging 29.3
pointsinthe postseason, Bryantisav-
eraging 31.6, and Derek Fisher,whois
averaging 15.1, was 15-of-20 from 3-
point range while the Lakers were
manhandling SanAntoniointheWest-
ern Conferencefinals.

“He's elevated his game to topsin
the league,” Philadelphia’s Aaron
McKiesaid of Bryant.

McKie, the NBA's sixth man of the
year, said his team has to contain
O’ Neal andBryantindividually dueto
theshootingabilitiesof theLakers role
players.

Listedasa6-footer, | versonbecame
the shortest player ever to win MVP
honorswhen he did so this season.

Heshowed hismettle by scoring 44

points as the 76ers beat Milwaukee
108-91 on Sunday night to earn their
berthinthefinals.

Iversonisaveraging 32.1 pointsin
the playoffs.

“I"'mabigfanof his,” Fox said.“lI’'m
quiteimpressed with hisprogress; his
|eadership has been there, hisheart is
incredible. It'sajoy towatchhimplay,
compete against him.

“Youdon't becomean MV Pcandi-
dateinthisleagueby doingitinafew
games. He'sbeen doingit all year.”

The76ersreceived all themajor in-
dividual awards — Iverson, McKie,
Dikembe Mutombo as defensive
player of theyear andLarry Brownwas
coach of theyear.

Mutombo said he looks forward to
his matchup with O’ Neal, who said
much the samething.

“It's a personal challengeto me,”
Mutombosaid. “ I’ mnot goingtomake
the call if I’'m going to play him one-
on-oneor if we double-team him.”

O’ Neal said either way hisfinewith
him.

“I"'m surethey will comeup alittle
scrappy,” he said. “ You know, we've
faced all typesof defensesat all times.
If they double and triple, I’ll just do
what |’ vebeen doing, getting my team-
matesinvolved.”
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Avs have little room
forerror in Game 6

DENVER (AP) — After eight
months and 103 games, the Col orado
Avalanchehavenoroomleftforerror.

Onemorelossandtheseasonendsin
disappointment. Two straight victories
and it concludesin Stanley Cup style.

TheAuvs, in control of thefinals six
days ago, trail the New Jersey Devils
3-2 heading into Game 6 at the Mead-
owlands on Thursday night. While
Colorado’s plight demands a certain
urgency, the players remained calm
lessthan 24 hoursafter a4-1 homeloss
in Gameb.

TheAvs have reason to be optimis-
ticfollowing consecutivelosses. Only
onceduringtheregular seasondidthey
lose three straight, and their 24 road
victoriesmatched New Jersey for most
intheNHL.

Asfor two-game winning streaks?
They havebeen second-naturefor Colo-
rado, whichwonat least twostraight 12
timesduringtheregul ar ssasonandfour
moretimesin the playoffs.

Sakic and theAvsare not expecting
surprise help from forward Peter
Forsberg, who had surgery to remove
hisruptured spleen four weeks ago.

Forsberg held out hope of returning
for the Stanley Cup finalsif the series
went beyond five games.

After Game 5, he said thereisa
“very,very,very im” chancehecould
play through the pain of his aching
abdominal muscles.

Without Forsberg, a six-time All-
Star and Swedish Olympic hero, the
Avalanche breezed through the West-
ern Conference finals and took a 2-1
serieslead on the Devilsbefore stum-
bling at the most critical time.

Forsberg’ spuck-handling skillshave
been missed against New Jersey’ strap-
ping style. He could only watch help-
lessly astheDevilsforcedturnover after
turnover intheir 4-1 victory in Gameb.

The same could be said for
Colorado’sgambling stylein Game5.

Hoping to catch the Devils off-
guard, the Avalanche defensemen re-
peatedly jumped into the play deepin
New Jersey’s zone. The moves back-
fired as Patrik Elias and Alexander
Mogilny scored on odd-man rushesin
thefirst period.

“Wherewe veturnedthepuck overin
certain situations, it might have been &
lack of patience and alack of judgment
aswell,” defensemanRay Bourquesaid.

Thursday night could be the final
gameof Bourque's22-year career. The
40-year-old hasan optionyear remain-
ingon hiscontract, but hasnot decided
whether to return next season.

“It's been that way for afew years
now when it comesto thistime of the
year,” he said. “ Same situation this
year and we' vegot to bring out agreat
gameor it will be our last game of the
season. | know we' regoingtocomeout
strong and play agreat hockey game”
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