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Saints and sinners: What Is key to a happy marriage?

M ost marriage manual sthat advise wivesto
giveinto their husbands are written by men.

“Let wives be subject to their hushandsin
everything” (catch that word “everything”) is
in the Bible all right, but, predictably, it was
written by a man (St. Paul). Would a woman
have said the samething?

Well, theauthor of anew book, “ The Surren-
deredWife” (Fireside, 2001),is, unpredictably,
a 33-year-old wife who doesn’'t base her case
onthedemandsof theBible. Shearguesthat“ an
acquiescent wife is the key to a happy mar-
riage.”

Beforesheagreedtosurrender al toher hus-
band, her marriagewasgoing nowhere. By her
ownadmission, author LauraDoylewasa“ con-
trol freak, constantly nagging and demeaning

him.”

In her book, Doylewritesthat men areto be
givencontrol of thefinancesinthehomeregard-
less of who is better with the money and that
wivesareto havesex with their husbandsonce
aweek, whether they arein the mood for it or
not.

“If he asks for your opinion on anything,”
Doyle writes, “say, ‘Whatever Y OU think,
dear.””

Canamarriagework whenthewifeisaways
theoneto givein?Many doubt it. But consider
the case of Joeand Ann.

They were incompatiblein lots of ways —
probably like most couples, Ann felt. But that
didn’t bother her. Aslong asJoewaswillingto
compromise once in awhile, things were all
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right.

Astimewent on, however, Annfound herself
givinginmoreandmoreuntil it seemed shewas
doing al thegivingin.

She talked Joe into going with her to see a
psychiatrist. He found that Ann was well-ad-
justed, responding normally to an unhappy
marriage. Joewasfoundto beneurotic, imma-
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ture and repressed.

Hewould probably never change, thedoctor
told Ann.

Afterthinkingitover, shedecidedtostay with
Joe. Little Stephen would be better off with a
sometime father than with no father at all.

Gradually, things got better. Not that Joe
changed all that much.

When Ann returned home after avisit with
her parents, he greeted her by saying, “Why
didn’t you stay longer? It was very peaceful
without you.” Thistime, however, Ann was
unruffled.

In time, her new serenity began to have its
effects. Joeseemed morerel axed. Not affection-
ate by any means, but he played with Stephen
and maderegular effortsto talk with him.

Annand Joestartedtakingwal kstogether anc
even developed arange of topics they coulo
discuss. Once, on one of their walks, she sug-
gestedthat Joemight seethepsychiatrist again.

“Me?" said Joe. “Why me? You're the one
who'snuts.” So, you see, Joe hadn’'t become
totally different person.

But there have been signs of progress. Defi-
niteones. Onesthat other peoplemight not rec-
ognize. ButAnndoes. For instance, last month
Joe remembered her birthday.

Must awifein Ann’sshoesdo all the adjust-
ing? Ann did. And she says she would do it
again.

Was she right? I's author Laura Doyle right
that an acquiescing wife isthe key to a happy
marriage?

Ban on gay clergy may take center stage at Presbyterian Church meeting

By Bruce Schreiner
Associated Press Writer

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — A disagree-
mentsimmeringwithinthe Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) over aban on ordina-
tion of homosexualsmay boil overinthe
next week.

Opponents of the ban intend to seek
itsrepeal when the nation’s sixth-larg-
est Protestant denomination holds its
national assembly beginning Saturday
inLouisville. Thiscity isalso thehead-
quarters of the church, which has as
many as 3.6 million members.

“We resent this categorical prohibi-
tion,” said the Rev. Laird Stuart, a San
Francisco pastor who leads a group
pushing for repeal. “We would like or-
daining bodies to be given the right to
ordain people as individuals, not as
members of categories.”

Conservativesarepreparedtodefend
the ban.
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“There is aprohibition that is very
straightforward, that we believe the
Scripturesteach, and the church ought
to proclaim that our officers should
model intheir ownlives,” saidthe Rev.
Jerry Andrews of suburban Chicago.
“How else can the church honor the
Lord of the church, if we neglect the
word of theLord?’

ThePreshyteriansareamong several
mainline Protestant denominations,
notably the Episcopal Church and
United Methodist Church, that have
struggled with the issue of gay clergy
and same-sex unionsin recent years.
Other Protestant groups could face de-
bates and protests at national meetings
thissummer.

Stuart and Andrews each said the
struggle in the Presbyterian churches
could go either way. Repeal would re-
quirenot only passageat the Louisville
assembly but also — and probably

9:15 am

]

J

401 Caldwell
899-6185

Church of Christ

Sunday. Bible Study: 9:45 am
Worship Service: 10:45 am
Evening Service: 6 pm

,? Wednesday: Bible Study: 7 pm

A
g

Third & Caldwell
899-2080 or 899-3797
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:45 am
Worship Service: 10:50 am
Evening Service: 6 pm

“ Pastor: Matthew Delp

LT FELLONSHIW. o
-~ CHURCH-
e CaMb S e

(Disciples of Christ)

Eighth & Arcade « 899-5233

Sunday: Sunday School: 9:15 am
Il Worship Service: 10:30 am
Activities: Junior High & High School Youth Groups,
Adult Bible Study, Choir, Men’s and Women’s Groups,
Devotions Study, Monthly Fellowship

Special Notice: Handicap Accessible, Hearing

Assistance Equipment and Infant and Toddler

harder to achieve — ratification by a
majority of the church’s 173 pres-
byteries, or regional legidatures.

Thesexual-conduct standard wasin-
serted into the church’s congtitution in
1997. It withstood arepeal attempt the
next year.

In 1999, church policy-makersim-
posed a two-year moratorium that
shielded the sexual-conduct law from
changes. The cooling-off period was
intended to let Presbyteriansreflect on
theemotional issue.

Under the conduct standard, minis-
ters, deaconsand eldersarerequired to
“live either in fidelity within the cov-
enant of marriage betweenamananda
woman, or chastity insingleness.” The
practical effect wasto prohibit gaysand
leshiansfromascendingtothepulpit or
lay leadership.

Asthey preparetodefendtheordina-
tion standard, conservatives are re-
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groupingfromadefeat onwhether Pres-
byterianclergy canofficiateat“ commit-
ment ceremonies’ for gay couples. The
national assembly voted for a ban last
year, but thepresbyteriesfailedtoratify
it. That gave clergy leeway to conduct
such rites, aslong as they are not con-
fused with marriages.

Andrews said that defeat caused a
frustration among conservatives that
would be deepened if the ban on gay
ordination waslifted.

“Thisis not just a matter of private
sexua behavior. Thisis about will the
Scripturescontinuetohaveauthority in
the common life of the church,”
Andrewssaid. “ It safoundational issue
for moderates and evangelicalsin the
church.”

With both sidesentrenched, the gay-
rights feud may drive people from the
denomination, though somesay anout-
right splitisunlikely.
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“1 think alot of peopleinthemiddle
andtheleft of themiddleandright of the
middle want to do everything possible
toavoid aschism,” Stuart said.

But some peoplearealready drifting
away, hesaid.

“Gay and | eshian peoplewho do not
think thechurchishospitabletothemare
leaving,” as are “conservative people
who aretired of the battleand don’t un-
derstand why those of uswho want this
changed won't bequiet,” Stuart said.

Andrews said he worked on fence-
mending with moderate and evangeli-
cal congregations after conservatives
lost the fight on same-sex ceremonies.
“For themoment wehold” asadenomi-
nation, Andrews said. If the assembly
votesto repeal the ordination standard,
“my phone callsmay nolonger hold us
together,” hesaid.

Several presbyteries have submitted
resolutionsto del ete the standard. Two

presbyteries propose granting waivers
to congregations and presbyteries that
cannot “in good conscience” comply
with thelaw.

Other potentially divisiveissues ex-
pected to draw discussion at the eight-
day assembly include abortion and the
meaning of salvation.

Oneresolution callsontheassembly
to declare “moral opposition” to abor-
tion of fetuses 20 weeks and ol der, ex-
cept to save the mother. 1t would chip
away at the church’s position favoring
abortionrights.

Another would state that salvation
requires an acceptance of Jesus Christ.
Itwasprompted by commentsat aPres-
byterian conferencelast summer by the
Rev. Dirk Ficca, who suggested salva-
tion can occur apart fromfaithin Jesus.
Ficca, a Presbyterian, directs an inter-
faith organizationbasedin Chicago, the
Parliament of theWorld's Religions.
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La Luz Del Mundo
Spanish Speaking Church
Minister: Esteban Ortiz B.
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Saturday: 5 am & 6 pm
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Fifth & Center » 899-3450
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Morning Worship: 10:30 am
Evening Worship: 6 pm
‘Tuesday: Mens’ Prayer Group: 5:30 am

Seventh Day Adventist Church
1160 Cattletrail
Pastor: Bobby Potter « 332-3956
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Worship Service: 11 am
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Sonrise Christian Church L{j
Ninth & Caldwell » 899-5398
|| Minister: Tony Kafka
Youth Minister: Doug Bean
Sunday. \Worship Service: 9:30 am
Sunday School: 10:45 am
Wednesday:
Junior/Senior High Meeting: 7 pm
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FF Emmanuel Lutheran Church %
13th & Sherman  899-6161 ||

|| Pastor: Scott Grimshaw

Sunday: Sunday School: 8:45 am
Worship Service: 10 am
Wednesday: Confirmation: 6 pm
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104 E. Hwy 24 = 899-6423

Pastor: Bob Snyder = Residence; 899-0134

Sunday: Sunday School: 10 am
Worship Service: 11 am

13th & Center
899-2115 or Rectory 899-2114
Priest: Father Charles Schneider
Deacon: Gretchen Talitha
Saturday: Church School: 4 pm

Sr. Warden for emergencies during the week 899-

Holy Communion: 5 pm
Wednesday: Bible Study: 7 pm
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307 W. 13th = 899-7205
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
4:30-5 pm Saturday or by appointment
Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 6 pm
Sunday: 8 am and 9:30 am
Spanish Mass:

Serving the rural community for over 100 years
Rt. 1, Box 180 » 694-2807 « 3190 Road 70
Pastor: Jim Cress
899-5784
Sunday:. \Worship Service: 9 am
Sunday School: 10 am
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good Samaritan Center
208 W. 2nd

Koons Funeral Chapel
North Main

goodland Motor Co.
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golden Wheat Ranch
Office 110 E. 11th

‘The following sponsors urge YOU to attend your chosen House of Worship this Sabbath:
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