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commentary
from other pens...

U.S. wants pressure
on Irag, others balk

By George Gedda

Associated Press Writer

WA SHINGTON — Suppose Saddam Husseinwantstoimport trail -
ersto transport heavy loads of wheat. Isthere any certainty he won't
usethemto cart tanks around?

That isthekind of questiondiplomatswill besorting out over thenext
monthindeciding what typeof “dual use” itemslragshould bepermit-
ted toimport under the new “smart sanctions” regime being discussed
inthe U.N. Security Council.

A resolution approved Friday isaimed at tightening controls over
Iraq’'sexportsof oil and imports of arms and other strategic materials
while ensuring there are no restrictions on imports of civilian goods.

There are expected to be arguments over dual useitems, with some
countries, notably Russia, wanting to give Saddam the benefit of the
doubt and the United Statestaking amore hard-nosed stance.

The State Department saw the approval asabreakthrough.

“Itreally representsasubstantial comingtogether of theinternational
community and the council on the right policy,” spokesman Richard
Boucher said.

The commitment of many countriesis suspect, especially Russia.

“Russiawantsto bethebest friend | rag hasand wantsto get thesanc-
tionslifted,” saysRichard Murphy of the Council on Foreign Relations.

Among other reasons, hesaysRussiawantsto bepositionedfor con-
tractswhentheoil industry opensup againin Iraqg.

Russiaisnot the Bush administration’sonly headache. Thereasois
what L ee Feinstein, aformer State Department policy planning direc-
tor, callsthe“eliteversusthe street” problemin many Arab countries.

SomeArab governments are hostile to Saddam, he says, but cannot
ignoretheview of many ordinary Arabsthat the sanctionsare hurting
the Iragi people and therefore must be removed.

Feinstein saysno matter what Secretary of State Colin Powell does
to make sanctions more palatable, they never will win the support of
Arab public opinion.

Mark Ginsberg, aformer ambassador to Morocco and Democratic
foreign policy consultant, agrees. He also says the collapse of the Is-
raeli-Pal estinian peaceprocesshasheightened anti-Americanisminthe
region and complicates Powell’s quest for support for hislrag policy.

When Powell took office, he had visions of rebuilding the anti-
Saddam coalition that drove Iragi forces out of Kuwait a decade ago.
That goal seemsfar-fetched nowadays.

And even if disputes over dual use items are sorted out, there are
questions about enforcement and effectiveness. Of particular interest
totheU.S.isaprovisiontorequiretighter controlsof illegal smuggling
operationsfrom which the Iragi regime has profited in recent years.

Perhapsbecauseof thisprovision, Iraghasreacted angrily totheU.S.-
backed proposal. It hasresponded by suspending the morethan 2 mil-
lion barrelsaday it isauthorized to sell under the U.N.-approved oil-
for-food program. Thiscouldresultinincreased pressuresonoil prices.

Comparedwithadecadeago, Saddamislooking strong. Hehasbeen
ableto avoid U.N. weaponsinspectors sincelate 1998.

Saddam hasbeen moreof aproblemfor theadministrationthan some
of itstop officialsfelt hewould be before they took office. At various
points, theseadvi sershad suggested the United Statescounter Saddam
by seizing somelragi territory or by recognizing aprovisiona govern-
ment of |rag headed by acoalition of anti-Saddam groups.

Powell said afew weeksago the administration wastrying to deter-
mine whether there are any Iragi resistance organizations capabl e of
mounting aserious effort against Saddam.

The statement implied that no group has met the threshold, even
though many membersof Congressseeit asthe best hopefor bringing
Saddam down.

EDITOR SNOTE — George Gedda has covered foreign affairsfor
The Associated Presssince 1968.
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The trials and tribulations of renting

Eldest daughter isbeing evicted.

My children just seem to have trouble with
placestolive.

Last year, my son went off to college with no
place to stay. His would-be roommate had not
made good enough gradesto stay in school, leav-
ing him homeless. After sleeping on hissister’'s
kitchenfloor for twoweeks, hefoundan apartment
of hisown.

LastMay, eldestand| drovetoAugusta, Ga., and
started looking for aplace that would | et her keep
animals. She hasalarge dog and two cats.

Finding this place would be the easy part, asit
turned out. Using arental agency, we found two
places that were within her price range that took
animals and would be available within aweek,
whenthetruck with her furniturewassupposedto
arrive.

Shesignedaleaseonanicelittlebungalowina
dlightly seedy but respectabl e neighborhood.

They movedinand shestarted makingimprove-
mentsto theneglected lawn and deteriorating back
porch.

Shereceived word in January that thelandlord
had been killed in a car-train accident, but since
they were dealing with the rental agency, every-
thing was cool. She paid her rent on time, put out
thetrash and kept the yard mowed.

In April, daughter asked to have her lease re-

Thecaller wasunhappy about astory whichsaid
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newed for another year.

Noproblem, theagency said, thel easeagreement
will besenttoyour landlord’sheirs. EarlyinMay,
daughter again checked with the agency.

No, theleasehadn’ t been sent back but therewas
nothing to worry about, they said.

Twodayslater, May 4, shereceived anoticethat
she had until the end of the month to vacate the
property.

Shewasnot mad. Shewasfurious. Shewasready
tosue. Shewasready tofindthenew landlordsand
dump dog doo on their lawn.

After stewing and griping for several days, dur-
ing which time she called home a dozen times,
yelled at theagency, talked to arenter’ sgroup and
found out that shecouldn’t beevicted without a60-
day notice, sheremembered that thelandlordshad
an $800 deposit that belonged to her andfiguredif
she caused too much trouble, shewould probably
never seeit aiveagain.

She started looking and found a nice upstairs

apartment, which would take her animal s, but had
noyard.

Itwasn’tideal, butitwouldwork. Unfortunately,
shecouldn’t get it before sometimein June.

She checked with the rental agency.

Yes, that should be OK, they said.

She put her deposit down on the apartment.

Shegot acall from the rental agency. The land-
lords were giving the property to agranddaughter
of the deceased owner. The granddaughter would
bemovinginonJunel.

Thiswasaproblem.

Shehad no placetolivein June.

Therewasmorefuming, but by now shewasre-
signedto her fate. Shehad already realized that she
would have to store some of her furniture and ap-
plianceswhileinthe apartment.

The answer, she decided, was to store almost
everything. Farmthedog and catsout tofriendsor
put theminakennel for Juneand moveinto aresi-
dential motel or efficiency apartment for amonth.

Therest of May isbeing devoted to packing. She
hasdugupall her flowersandisnolonger clipping
thehedgeor watering thelawn. Thewindow boxes
are bare again and she’s planning to take her light
bulbs and partial rollsof toilet tissuewith her.

Thehousewill beinbetter shapewhen sheleaves
thanwhen shearrived, shesays, but she’snot leav-
ing anything behind but scorched earth.

that their contractswould not berenewed and given

Plain English word describes ‘action’ best

aschool board had fired two teachers.

Itwasn't thefirst call wewould get. It wouldn't
bethelast.

Andthesamethingwashappening at morethan
one newspaper.

“Why did you haveto say they werefired?’ the
caller complained. “ They just had their contracts
non-renewed.”

Asif the teachers involved had any say in the
matter.

For awhile, it seemed asif everyone, from the
superintendent totheteachers’ uniontothepublic
at large, was complaining.

Everyone except theteachersinvolved.

They didn’'t have ajob. They knew what had
happened to them.

In away, it’s hard to figure out why anyone
would be mad at the newspaper. All we did was
describethe situationin plain English, but that is
something that is all but absent in the education
industry today.

Educatorshavedevel opedawholedifferentlan-
guage. Schoolsdon’thaveatrainingday or asemi-
nar, they havean“inservice.” Nooneisever fired;
they arenon-renewed. If youdon'tbelievethis, try
going to ameeting at school, listen and explainto
someone what they aretalking about.

Thisisn't unusual; every businesshasitslingo.
But at the newspaper, our job isto explain things
in plain, smple English. If someoneis separated
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fromtheirjob, they might befiredor retired or even
laid off. But non-renewed? Never.

Peopledon’t passon. Inplain English, they die.
No amount of prettifying the description will
changethefact that they are dead.

Someonesaidthat wewereinsensitivetousethe
termfired. Moreinsensitivethantheschool board
that fired theteachers?

Perhapsitwasinsensitiveof ustoreport onwhat
happened. But that’s part of our job, to et people
know what their public servants are up to. Some
daysit’sgood news, somedaysit’sbad.

Weknow thelegal nicetiesof teacher contracts.
Teacherswho donot have*tenure” withadistrict,
whichisgrantedunder statelaw if they arerehired
after the third year, can be released at will. The
school board doesnot haveto give any reason for
releasing them, and usually won't even discussit.
Tenured teachersmust beproventobegrossly in-
competent or havecommitted acrimebeforethey
can befired. Bad teaching seldom entersinto the
equation.

In somerecent cases, theteacherswerewarned

All veterans’ graves deserve flags

Dear Sir:

TheGoodland Cemetery wasasbeautiful asever
thisyear onMemorial Day, Theflagsflyingonall
theVeterans graves. That isexcept one.

My brother Paul B. Harper has been buried in
that cemetery for 36 yearsand amost every year
in that 36 years we have had to ask why there
wasn’t aflag put on hisgrave. Wehaveheard alot
of excusesmostly “wearesorry or wemissedit.”

When hiswifewasabletocomefrom Colorado
Springstodecoratehisgraveshewouldask, “Why
no flag on Paul * sgrave?’

Every year my mother would ask why and she
would get the same story. “We are sorry or we
didn’'tseehisgrave.” My sister evenhad histomb-
stone turned around so you could read his name
from theroad.

Hisgraveisn'tthat hardtofind. Itisthelast one
inthelast rowinthesouthwest corner of theCatho-
lic cemetery.

Thisyear noflagagain. Whenweaskedwhy we
weretold“ maybehewasn’t amember of the Vet-
eransof ForeignWars.” | didn’t know you had to
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beamember of theVFW to beaveteran. | always
thought you had to be aveteran before you could
belong to the VFW.

My Brother served four yearsin World War I1.
Hewasstationedin France. Hefought for our free-
dom. Hedeservesaflag.

| guesswhat | haveto do is go to the Cemetery
Board, askif | canput upabigflagpoleonthisgrave
sothat hecan haveaflagflying over hisgravelike
therest of the Veterans.

It saddensour heartsto think our loved onewho
fought for our country doesn’t get the respect he
rightly deserves by getting aflag put on hisgrave
onMemorial Day,

Lucy (Harper) Ackerman

Goodland

achancetoresign quietly. That seemslikeasensi-
tiveway for the school sto handl ethesituation, but
the teachers chose to be fired instead. In another
case, theboardfired ateacher despitetheprincipa’s
recommendation that she be retained. She wasn't
exactly surprised, though.

Let’s be clear about one thing. It's the school
board'sjob, and the administration’s, to weed out
poor teachers, thosewho can’t get al ong, thosewho
shouldn’t beteaching our kids.

It shot easy to deci detofiresomeone, especially
ateacher who will reach the safety of tenure. But
sometimes, perhaps, it hasto be done. We are not
here to makethat judgment, only to report it.

Whenit doeshappen, though, why mincewords?

When someone has ajob today, and tomorrow,
or next month, they do not, the common English
term for what happened to them isfired: A plain,
simplelittle English word for an act that is never
pretty and seldom simple.

Thetermfired, by theway, hasaninterestinghis-
tory. The most common word today for the act of
terminating an employee, it started out asa pun.

Theoriginal termis“discharged,” and the syn-
onym devel oped because discharge also meant to
“fire” agun, my dictionary says. Eventually, it be-
came part of thelanguage.
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"LET’S TAKE A TRIP THIS SUMMER
AND SEE SDME OF THE ENVIRONMENT]
'S GONE. "




