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at noon

Today
¢ Sunset, 8:11 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 5:20 a.m.
¢ Sunset, 8:12 p.m.

Midday Conditions

* Soil Temperature 67 degrees
* Humidity 61 percent
* Sky clear
+ Winds east 7 mph
+ Barometer 30.18 inches

and falling
* Record High 102° (1985)
* Record Low 39° (1996)

Last 24 Hours*

High 76°
Low 63°
Precipitation 0.04 inch

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: Partly cloudy, 20 percent
chance of rain, low 65, southeast
wind 5-15 mph. Tomorrow: Mostly
sunny, high 90-95, low 60-65, south
15-25.

Extended Forecast
Sunday and Monday: dry, high
90s, low 55-65. Tuesday: chance of
thunderstorms, high 75-85, low 50s.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $2.78 bushel

Posted county price — $2.65
Corn — $1.84 bushel

Posted county price — $1.72

Loan deficiency payment — 27¢
Milo — $2.96 hundredweight
Soybeans — $4.16 bushel

Posted county price — $4.03

Loan deficiency payment — 89¢
Millet — $5.50 hundredweight
Sunflowers

Oil current crop — $7.35 cwt.

Oil new crop — $6.25 cwt.

Loan deficiency pmt. — $2.84

Confection current — $15/$7 cwt.
Pinto beans — $14 (new crop)

(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco

Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century

Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

Late news ;’
from the
Associated

Press

1p.m.

Lt. governor
near decision

TOPEKA — Lt. Gov. Gary
Sherrer is close to making an an-
nouncement about whether he'll
run for governor next year.

Sherrer, a Republican, said
Thursday that hehopestomakehis
decisionanddiscloseit publicly by
theend of thismonth. Hesaidhe'll
wait until thefirst week of July at
thelatest.

Sherrer, 60, has served aslieu-
tenant governor since May 1996,
and histenureisthe longest ever.
Hehasserved assecretary of com-
merceand housing sinceGov. Bill
Gravestook officein 1995.

Graves is serving his second
four-year term, and the Kansas
Constitution prevents him from
running for re-election next year.

Sherrer said he'snot leaningto-
ward or against running. He ac-
knowledgedtherecent deathof his
73-year-old brother, Charles, will
influence hisdecision.

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

A giant sunflower painting wasto
bestandingonitsthreelonglegsat the
south edge of Goodland within the
next few days, but the hugereplicaof
aVan Gogh painting won't go up for
at least aweek.

The monstrous work of art —
painted by Canadian artist Cameron
Crosslastyear—isnow onitsfacebe-
hind Farris Manufacturing on Busi-
ness U.S. 24, with workers crawling
all over itsback.

Welders working for owner Gary
Farrishaveframedthe 24-by-32-foot
fiberglass “canvas’ in steel and are
busy assembling the 80-foot easel,
also steel.

But Farris said they’ll probably
need moretimeto paint thescul pture’s
legsdark gray.

The weather must be perfect for
that, hesaid, addingthat hedoesn't see
thetouri st attraction coming together
by theJJune12 deadline. Whenit does,
though, the painting will be erected
just north of the Cherry Street-Busi-
nessU.S. 24 junction.

Darin Neufeld, an engineer with
Evans, Bierly and Hutchinson and
Associatesand aleader of the volun-
teer group which hasfinanced thebig
painting, saidthenew dateisTuesday,
June 19, but windy weather could
push that back.

Hesaid alittlerain won't hurt, but
wind over 15 mphwould makeitim-
possible to erect the 35,000-pound
replica

Onceit’'sup, theengineer said, the
scul pture should stand strong against
highwind, rainand snow, sinceitwas
built to meet sign and building codes.

About a month ago, Neufeld —
alongwithvolunteersand membersof
SunflowersU.S.A, agroupformedto
bringthepaintinghere— set 24 three-
foot bolts and three steel platesinto
three 28-foot concrete-filled holes at
thesite.

It took 28 days for the concrete to
cure, and Farrishas used that timeto
start assembling the easdl.

Farrissaidthescul pture, whichwill
facel-70, will berolled ontwowheels
tothesite, a100-foot cranewill lift it
onto the base and welderswill attach
thethreelegsto the steel plates.

A 40- to 50-foot crane from Sun-
flower Electricwill beusedtohelp set
thepainting, Neufeld said, addingthat
the process should take three to four
hours.

That won't betheend of theproject,
though.

Marcia Golden, vice president of
SunflowersU.S.A., said thegroup is
gtill raising money to pay for the ef-
fort, which will cost about $150,000,

and aparking lot near thesite.

She said members plan to seek do-
nations to pay for an exhibition hall
and gift shop south of thepaintingand
east of the new location for Cherry

including landscaping, aviewingarea

Flower progress
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Alex Hernandez (above), a welder for Farris Manufacturing in Goodland, helped attach a giant replica of a
Van Gogh sunflower painting to a huge steel easel behind the firm’s shop on Business U.S. 24 Thursday.
Jessy Juarez (below), another welder, made sure the easel’'s legs were level. The sculpture will be erected
Photos by Rachel Miscall/The Goodland Daily News

later this month.

Street.

Therewill be on-going expenses,
shesaid, such asliability insurance.

Both say they think the sculpture
will pay off.

Golden said the state Department
of Commerce estimated the attrac-
tion will bring 89,000 drivers off |-
70 eachyear.

Shesaid adedicationceremonyis
being plannedforAug. 17 or 18, dur-
ing Goodland's annual Sunflower
Festival. TheGoodlandAreaCham-
ber of Commerceisinviting stateof-
ficids.

Cross has also been invited, but
may betoo busy to attend.

Theformer highschool artteacher
has erected two other paintingsin
Van Gogh's sunflower series —
whichtotal sseven—in Canadaand
Australiaand isbusy working to put
copiesof therestin Amsterdam, Ja-
pan, South Africaand Argentina.

65-year-old

woman

makes third bike trip

By Janet Craft

The Goodland Daily News

At 65, Hazel Estesisfar fromretired
and shedoesn’t sit still for long.

For the third year in arow, the
Kanorado mayor will ride her bicycle
acrossthe statein the 520-mile Biking
Across Kansas event next
week.

Estes,aFarmBureauin-
surance agent, said thetrip
will start Saturday at the
Colorado lineand end Sat-
urday, June 16, at the Mis-
souri line.

She will catch aride
down to Syracuse today
andouttothestateline Sat-
urday morning, where she
will take off on her bike
around 8 am. Centra Time.

The ride has three routes, northern,
middle and southern, with entrants
riding an average of 66 miles a day.
Over 1,000 riders are expected for al
or part of theweek-long event.

Esteswill betakingthemiddleroute,
with overnight stops in Garden City,
Meade, Col dwater, Anthony, Arkansas
Citv. Sedanand Oswego. Theother legs

Hazel Estes

start west of Tribuneand Elkhart.

Estessaidthebikerswill stay inhigh
school gymswherethey stop to spend
the night and she'll sleep on abedroall.

Someof thetownsprovidemeal sfor
theriders, but sometimesthey haveto
findtheir own. Therearerest stopswith
fruit, cold water or snacks
about every 10 or 15 miles
aong theroute. She said bik-
ersareencouragedtostopand
shedoes. Sometimes, kidswill
have lemonade stands set up
along theway, shesaid.

Toprepareforthetrip, Estes
said, she swam up to about
three quarters of amile a
couple of timesaweek at the
Best Western Buffalo Inn
when it was still too cool to
rideabike.

“Itwasgood conditioning,” shesaid.

Shesaidaroundthefirst of April, she
began riding long distances to condi-
tionher body for thetripandhasridden
about 650 milessincethen.

She did most of her bike riding be-
tween Kanorado and Burlington. On

See BIKING. Page 4
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Bomber
prepares
for death

Mc\Veigh decides
to halt all appeals

DENVER (AP) — Ending three
weeks of legal turmoil, Timothy
McVeighhashaltedall further appeal s
and saysheisprepared to dieby lethal
injection Monday morning for the
Oklahoma City bombing.

McVeigh's decision, which clears
theway for hisexecution, cameThurs-
day minutes after a three-judge panel
of the 10th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
pealsrej ected hisrequest for an execu-
tiondelay.

Hecould have petitioned for thefull
appeal s court to consider his request,
taken the case to the U.S. Supreme
Court or asked President Bush for
clemency. Instead, McVeigh was pre-
paredtodie, said attorney Rob Nigh.

“He has family and friends that he
must say his goodbyes to, the kind of
introspectionand psychol ogical prepa-
ration hehasto go through only hecan
know and other peoplein hisposition
can know,” Nigh said outside the ap-
pealscourt.

Atthefederal prisonin TerreHaute,
Ind., McVeighcouldbemovedasearly
astoday from hiscell to the execution
building, a windowless, two-story
brick structure surrounded by afence
topped with barbed wire. Hewould be
thefirstfederal prisoner executed since
1963.

In Oklahoma City, reaction was
mixed among bombing victims' rela-
tivesand survivors.

“It'skind of like aburden lifted off
my shoulders,” said Paul Howell,
whosedaughter waskilledinthebomb-
ingandwho planstowitnesstheexecu-
tion at the prisonin Terre Haute. “1"'m
going to start preparing myself men-
tally for it now.”

JannieCoverdal e, whosetwo grand-
sons were killed, wants McVeigh tc
remain alive because she does not be-
lievethefull truth has been told about
the bombing. She plansto begin writ-
ing lettersnext week to Attorney Gen-
eral John Ashcroft, congressmen and
McVeigh's attorneysto try to get cop-
iesof court documents.

Butfirst shewill gotoher grandsons
graves.

“1 haveto tell the boysthe bad man
is dead and he can't hurt anyone any-
more,” shesaid.

McVeigh was convicted of murder,
conspiracy and massweaponscharges
inthe April 19, 1995, bombing of the
Alfred P.Murrah Federal Building. The
blastkilled 168 peopleandinjured hun-
dredsmore.

Hehad stopped hisappealsthisyear
and was preparing for hisMay 16 ex-

See McVEIGH, Page 4

By Lester Bolen
The Goodland Daily News

Inthesport of fishing, patiencecan
be avirtue. A fisherman may haveto
wait for hoursat atimefor abite.

Butif afisherperson needstolearn
patience, Kaylee Kendall of Good-
land got off onthewrong foot Thurs-
day.
Onthefirst two castsof her fishing
career, Kendall caught twosmall blue
gill at Smoky Gardens. Fromthenon,
anything lessthan the “big one” was
going to be adisappointment.

“My favorite part about fishing is
catching fish,” Kendall said, “but |
don't like touching the worms.
Bleeck.”

Every cast after the first two was
quick, andthewormdidn’t stay putfor
long. Kendall just couldn’t wait to
catch another fish.

Shewaspart of the 16thannual fish-
ing clinic offered to kids in second
throughfourth gradesby the Sherman
County Extension office. With two
half-day sessions, it is designed to
teach the younger generation about

See FISHING, Page 7 Gardens.

Aboy readied his pole at the annual flshlng clinic Thursday at Smoky
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