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commentary

from our viewpoint...

Bad law gets passed
IN rush to go home

Inthelast minutesof the2001 session, theK ansasL egislature passed
aspectacularly bad law.

That’snot unusual. It happensevery year. Butinthiscase, it boggles
the mind that the supposedly conservative, pass-no-tax Legislature
would createawhol enew category of government regul ation over cre-
matoria

Gov. Bill Gravesshould havevetoed thisclinker, but wehaveno doubt
— sincetherewas no opposition — helet it becomelaw. Thebill was
only newsfor aday, andit’snot likely that anyone much cared.

That'stoo bad. Thelast thing the state needsisanother set of regula-
tions. Even supporterstestified therewerenoreal problemsinthesys-
tem, though cremation isbecoming more common every year.

Thehill cameto thefloor at thelast minute, apparently without ex-
tensivehearings, and withnoshowingthat therewasaproblemthestate
needed to solve.

With little notice and no opposition, it passed the House 95-28. No
onereally questioned the need.

Now, the state Board of Mortuary Arts has authority to license cre-
matories. After Jan. 1, no such service can operate without a state li-
cense.

And thanksto Colby’s Rep. Jim Morrison, wewon't have to worry
about being cremated in akiln that once held adog or cat.

“Some people seem to be offended by that,” Rep. Morrison was
quoted as saying.

Never mindthat thepracticeapparently iscommonin someareas, or
that operators say al ashesareremoved between burns.

“1I’ drather beinthereafter adog than somepeoplel know,” said Ben
Coates, executive director of Mount Hope Cemetery in Topeka, who
saidthebill wouldforcehisnon-profit operationto add expensive(and
unnecessary) equipment.

If you ever wonder why government just keeps on growing, why
programsarestarted but never ended, why thebook of regul ationsgrows
year after year, you need look no farther than the crematory bill.

It came up fast, was pushed by an influential |obby made up of the
businessto beregulated, and passed though no public need wasshown.
Asusual, thebeneficiarieswill bethebureaucratswhoruntheprogram
andthebusi nesswhichissupposedtoberegulated. Ruleswill bedrawn
to keep upstart competitorsat bay, and pet ownerswill haveto pay.

Itwasadog of abill. With 65 percent of Kansansexpected to choose
cremationinthenottoodistant future, it will costall of uslotsof money.

But none of our watchdogs was barking. — Steve Haynes
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MAKING ENERGY FROM PoLiITICS "

Wonderful to look at life through young eyes

| don’t know about you, but I ve had anew ex-
periencethis past month.

I’ vebeenagrandmother for many years, but this
isthefirsttimel’ vehadthechancetokeepagrand-
child for amost amonth. It hasbeen quiteahap-
pening.

For years I’ ve heard grandparents rave about
their children’soffspring. I’ veloved each of mine
from the moment of their births, but never had
much chanceto really get to know them.

It'sone of thethingsyou give up to bea“mod-
ern” family. “Modern” meaning a family that
doesn’t stay in one town for many generations.
“Modern” meaningafamily wholivesall overthe
world. “Modern” meaning——well, you know
what I'mtrying to say. | hope.

Childrenwhodon'tliveinthesametownall their
livescan becomevery eruditeand well-traveled.
Peopl e’ seyeslight upwhenyousay your children
liveinexoticpartsof theworld. Buttherearetrade-
offsfor everything. They giveupthegenerational
closenessand security of family, and grandparents
aren’t usually available at amoment’s notice. Of
course, there are exceptionsto all of the former
statements. Generally though, thenumber of fam-
ily get-togethers decreases with the increased
number of family membersand distancebetween
families. Tonotevenmentiondivorcesand remar-
riages.

So getting to haveagrandchild for amonth has
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been a special treat for me. | have played more
games of “pretend” than sincel wasakid. And
I’vewatched Bambi moretimesthan | can count,
and have marveled at the appeal it still hasand the
artisticform. A marvel indeed when you consider
that it was made 60 yearsago and without asingle
computer! | have seen the world through bright,
young eyes.

Themainthing I’ velearned, or rather had con-
firmed,isthat |, likemost people, livetoofast. My
scheduleis crowded and things happen at adefi-
nitepace. | foundoutthatthingscan’thappenlike
that when you’ redealing with a3 1/2 year old.

A child doesn’'t worry about the past or the fu-
ture. They liveinthepresent. (Recently | read that
today isagift from God, and that’swhy we call it
the present.)

The past month I’ ve learned to slow down and
truly enjoy thepresent. Sowhat if it takesan extra
half hour to get dressed and out of the house? So
what if | haveto get up and go look at every bug
and butterfly? It'sbeen wonderful to have young

ears call attention to birds' calls, a neighborhood
woodpecker, etc. (1" ve been subtly reminded that
thehearingisn’'t asgood asit used to be.)

Sowhat if therearemorequestionsasked than|
cananswer? Andsowhat if | hadto pay for achiro-
practor visit after lifting 35 poundsof sweetnesstoo
many times?

It hasbeen ajoy tojust watch thislittlegirl. She
isactive and healthy. Sheisalert and intelligent.
Shehasareasoning ability that putsmany adultsto
shame. Sheisanew encounter for me; | reared
only boys (who wereasojoysto me).

But as| watched thisgift from God, | wondereg
why | can’t remember just watching my own little
0Nnes so many years ago.

Why wasit soimportant for themto pick uptheir
room? Why wasit imperativethat thetoysalways
bein the toy box when they weren’t playing with
them?Why didn’t| enjoy themmore? Why did they
haveto grow up so quickly?1 have so many ques-
tions: why, why, why?

One consolation isthat | must have done some-
thing right. All of them arerearing wonderful chil-
dren. If | haven’t had much of achanceto know the
grandchildren personally, | hopethat | claim some
influenceonthemthroughtheir fathers. | takecom-
fortinthat thought, but still wish | hadjust watched
andenjoyed more. | may not havegottenitrightthe
firsttime, butit’swonderful to get another chance,
evenif it'sfor only ashort time.

Democrats should quit demagoging energy policy

For the country’s sake, Democrats and Repub-
licansshould quit squabbling over theenergy cri-
sisand work together to solveit.

Democrats, inparticul ar, havebeen demagoging
the issue, portraying California electricity short-
ages and high gasoline prices as energy industry
conspiraciesand President Bushasatool of bigail.

Totheextent that they admittheproblemisreal,
Democrats act asif conservation and alternative
fuelsalonewill solvetheproblemandthat encour-
agingoil, gasand coa productionissimply aplot
to destroy the environment for the sake of boost-
ing the profits of the energy industry.

The Democrats did put out a positive energy
program, but they have spent most of their time
attacking Bush’'s — clearly demonstrating more
interest inwinningthe 2002 e ectionsthanin mak-
ingsuretheU.S. economy hasenoughfuel togrow.

If they areinterestedin climbingdownfromtheir
oppositionism, Democrats ought to consult the
“New Democrat” Progressive Policy Institute,
which has been critical of Bush, but whichisde-
vel oping abalanced, positive approach to theen-
ergy crisis.

Tosomedegree, theBush admini stration opened
theway for Democraticattacksby initialy portray-
ing conservation asineffective— almost wimpy
— and by making fun of alternative energy
sources.

Bushoriginally acted calloustoward California,
blaming it for the blackouts and indicating there
wasnext to nothing thefederal government could
or should do to easethe pain.

The President also cut funding for energy re-
search and allowed his first environmental an-
nouncementsto suggest that pollutionwassimply
the priceAmericahasto pay for prosperity.

Moreover, after summarily dumpingtheflawed
KyotoAgreement on climatechange, Bushfailed
tosay what, if anything, he plansto do about glo-
bal warming.

So Democrats saw ajuicy opportunity to play
2002 politicswithenergy and theenvironment and
took it. The Democratic National Committee
launchedtheGrand Ol d PetroleumWeb site(http:/
/www.grandol dpetroleum.com).

Incoming Senate Majority Leader Thomas
Daschle, D-S.D., quippedthat GOPnow standsfor
“Gas, Oil and Plutonium.” And even though Sen.
Carl Levin, D-Mich., plans to investigate high
gasolineprices, he' salready madeuphismindthat
“pricegouging” isto blame.

There's evidence that Democratic attacks are
achieving some political success. A Time-CNN
poll last week revealed that 49 percent of voters
think Bush’senergy performanceis* poor,” while
38 percent believeit’'s*good.”
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Variouspollsindicatethat aplurality of Ameri-
cans believe that energy companies, not the laws
of supply and demand, are responsible for short-
agesand high prices.

Even so, poll scores won't solve the nation’s
energy crunch; only abalanced program of more
production and more conservation will — apro-
gram that includes ail, gas, coal, and nuclear and
renewabl e sources, such aswind, solar, biomass
and hydropower.

Bush belatedly came up with such a plan, un-
veiledMay 17, but hisearly biastowardfossil fuel
and nuclear production makes his pro-conserva-
tion and alternative-source ideas sound phony.

WhilethePresidentisrighttosay that pricecaps
will not solveCalifornia selectricity shortages—
infact, they will encourage consumption — he's
givennext to no credencetotheideathat generat-
ing companiesmay beunfairly jacking up prices.

Moreover, Bush ismisusing the Californiacri-
sistocampaignfor openinguptheArcticNational
WildlifeRefugetooil exploration. Oil accountsfor
only about 5 percent of thefuel used in electricity
generation.

Just as the Democrats are pummeling Bush,
Republican groupsareintheprocessof mounting
an advertising campaign to blame current energy
problemson former President Bill Clinton.

However, when the finger-pointing is done,
therehasto beasol ution to energy shortages. PPI
isworkingona*“thirdway” strategy emphasizing
abal anced approach and technol ogy.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and
welcomes letters from readers. Letters should
betypewritten if possible, and should include a
telephone number and, most importantly, asig-
nature. Unsigned letters will not be published.
Form letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or consid-
ered offensive. We reserve the right to edit let-
ters for length and good taste. We encourage
letters, with phone numbers, by e-mail to:
<daily@nwkansas.com>.

Technological advances, one member of PPI’s
task force noted, make it possible to extract, pro-
duce and use energy more efficiently, safely anc
cleanly than ever before.

The group has yet to decide on exploration of
ANWR, butisinclinedtofavor new nuclear plants,
which can generate electricity without producing
greenhouse gases.

PPI’sgroupisal soworking onnovel ideas, such
as creating amarket whereby auto companies can
trade auto-emission and fuel-efficiency “ credits”
the way factories do with pollution, so that clean
and efficient automakers would profit and others
would pay.

Itisalso coming up with “circuit breaker” price
capsfor Western statesthat would take effect tem-
porarily when pricessurge abovecertain levels—
andonlyif thestatesaredoingtheir besttoconserve
and to generate more power.

Thebottom lineisthat the Bush administration,
legitimately criticizedforitscallousnessonenergy
andtheenvironment, hasfinally advanced abroac
policy. Democratsought toquit skewering Bushfor
past mistakes and start working with him on real
solutions.

Morton Kondracke is executive editor of Roll
Call, the newspaper of Capitol Hill.
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