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at noon

Today
* Sunset, 8:13 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 5:20 a.m.
* Sunset, 8:14 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 76 degrees
+ Humidity 56 percent
+ Sky mostly sunny
+ Winds variable at 4 mph
* Barometer 29.66 inches

and falling

* Record High 103° (1952)
* Record Low 37° (1947)

Last 24 Hours*

High 100°
Low 63°
Precipitation none

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight; Partly cloudy, 20 percent
chance of thunderstorms, low mid
50s, south wind 10-20. Tomorrow:
Partly sunny, 20 percent chance of
thunderstorms, high 75-80, low 50-
55, north wind 10-20.

Extended Forecast
Thursday: dry, high 70s. Friday
and Saturday: chance of thunder-
storms, high 80, low 50.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $2.77 bushel
Posted county price — $2.63
Corn — $1.84 bushel
Posted county price — $1.72
Loan deficiency payment — 27¢
Milo — $2.97 hundredweight
Soybeans — $4.25 bushel
Posted county price — $4.12
Loan deficiency payment — 80¢
Millet — $5.50 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $7.55 cwt.
Oil new crop — $6.40 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — $2.52
Confection current — $15/$7 cwt.
Pinto beans — $14 (new crop)
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

Late news
from the
Associated
Press

K
1p.m.

Wheat better
than expected

WICHITA — With wheat har-
vest barely underway in southern
Kansas, the first truckloads of
grain coming in to elevatorsin
Barber and Sumner countiesshow
better quality and yields than an-
ticipated.

Wheat harvest officesin Sum-
ner County reported Monday that
101,000 bushels were taken in
around Caldwell and 4,500 bush-
els around Wellington over the
weekend.

InBarber County, theOK Co-op
Grain Co. took in 50,000 bushels
on Saturday and another 250,000
bushelson Sunday.

General manager Alan Meyers
expectsharvesttobeinfull swing
Monday with an anticipated
500,000 bushelsto becut.

“Itislooking real good — bet-
ter than expected,” Meyers said.
“Bothquality andyieldislooking
good.”

Hostage
beheaded
by rebels

Muslims claim they
executed American

ZAMBOANGA, Philippines (AP)
— Muslim rebels claimed today that
they beheaded one of three American
hostagesand threatened tokill more of
their captives on ajungle-covered is-
land despite a concession by the Phil-
ippine government.

Abu Sabaya, the leader of the Abu
Sayyaf separatist group, saidtherebels
killed Guillermo Sobero, of Corona,
Calif., becausethey doubtedthesincer-
ity of agovernment offer to giveinto
thesingledemand they havemadedur-
ing aviolent hostage crisis now in its
third week.

“We've chopped off his head be-
causewe... canseethatthegovernment
wantsto outsmart us with these nego-
tiators. What are we, stupid?’ Sabaya
said over Radio Mindanao Network.
“Sowe' vecut off negotiations. Wewill
call again when we' ve beheaded an-
other tolet them know.”

Military officials at first expressed
doubt that Sabayawastellingthetruth.
But Chief of Staff Diomedio Villa-
nuevasaid later today that military in-
telligence reports suggested Sobero
waskilled.

“The possibility of it having happ-
ened is quite very, very high,” Villa-
nuevasaid.

The rebels also held Martin and
GraciaBurnham— missionariesfrom
Wichita, Kan., who were seized along
with Sobero at anisland resort onMay
27— and at least 25 Filipinos, includ-
ing 15 captured in an attack on aplan-
tation Monday on Basilan island, 560
miles south of Manila

Sabayahad threatenedto executean
American on Monday, but delayed it
whenthegovernment agreedto hisde-
mand that a Malaysian negotiator be
brought in. However, he said today he
killed Sobero because he did not trust
the government.

Therebel leader said thekilling was
a“gift” for the nation’s Independence
Day. The Philippines marked the 103
years of independence from Spanish
ruletoday.

Before Villanueva spoke, the 40-
year-old Sobero’s younger brother,
Alberto, saidU.S. officialstoldhimthe
reported execution was unverified.

“I"'mstill hopingthisisnottrue,” the
Cathedral City, Cdlif., resident said. “|
ask the Philippine government to ex-
haust all effortsand continueadial ogue
toget my brother back, and all thehos-
tages.”

He added that only the oldest of
Guillermo Sobero’sfour children,al13-
year-old daughter, has been told that
their father was kidnapped.

The U.S. Embassy in Manila con-
demned the reported beheading and
said, “We hold the Abu Sayyaf group
responsible for the safety and welfare
of theppeopleitisholding.”

Sabayasai dthebeheading happened
near the town of Tuburan and told the
military tolook for Sobero’sheadthere.
He claimed he videotaped the killing
and would rel ease the footage.

Lastyear, theAbu Sayyaf seized sev-
eral hostages and executed some Fili-
pinos, but this was the first time they
claimedto havekilled aforeigner.

Themilitary said the hacked bodies
of two Filipino resort workers seized
aong with the Americanswere found
earlier on Basilan, one headless.

Sabayataunted PhilippinePresident
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, whose
troops have suffered casualtiesin an
unsuccessful campaign to crush the
rebelsand freetheir captives.
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Students find
rhino remains
on the plains

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

Danielle Deemer calls herself a
“paleo-detective.” She'll take clues
she and five other students have dug
up in Rawlins County and piece to-
gether apicture of northwest Kansas
ninemillion yearsago.

She saysthat picturewill includea
river running through now-dry, dusty
land and herds of rhinoceroses and
camelsroaming the High Plains.

“I"mtaking all that we have found
hereand making senseof it,” said the
25-year-old University of Pittsburgh
graduate student. “Hopefully, it will
tell mewhat thisarealookedlikenine
millionyearsago. It'skind of likede-
tectivework, but really, really old de-
tectivework.”

Deemer, ageol ogy studentwhowill
putital downinher master’'sthesis,
is one of many students from New
York and Pittsburgh who have trav-
eled to northwest Kansas for three
summers to unearth fossils that they
say arethekey tofiguringout thepast.

The undergraduate and graduate
students, studying subjects ranging
fromearth scienceto art, areled each
year by Dr. Bill Korth, ageology pro-
fessor at Buffalo StateCollegeinNew
York, who hasbeen finding fossilsin
the Midwest for over 25 years.

Thisyear’s group arrived in rural
Decatur County, where a couple lets
them stay rent-freein an old farm
house, inmid-May and planstoleave
onSunday intwotrucksfilledwithold
jaws, hips, teeth, ribsand skull ssealed
inplaster shells. After they’ recleaned
andrepaired, thefossils, mostly rhino
remains, will joinotherstheprofessor

Jen Castle used a hammer and chisel to chip away at ground on the undergraduate and graduate students from
west edge of Rawlins County this weekend, hoping to unearthremains who have come to this area with Dr. Bill Korth over three summers to
of animals that lived millions of year ago. Castle is one of over adozen dig for fossils.

‘Paleo-detectives scour earth

Photos by Rachel Miscall/The Goodland Daily News
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and students have uncovered at the
CarnegieMuseumof Natural History
in Pittsburgh.

Dr. Korth says he doesn’t get the
most excited about finding remnants
of ancient rhinos, but of rodents, his
mainfield of study. Heplansto make
thetrip again next year, he said, con-
tinuingthewestward searchaong 120
miles of the Sappa Creek that winds
through Decatur and Rawlins Coun-
ties. Thestudentshavealready found
several outcroppings, wheretheearth
is exposed and fossils are easier to
find, todigintoonthenext expedition.

They’ve scoured 75 miles of the

creek’ssouthfork, theprofessor said,
and plan to devote more time to the
other two forksin coming summers.

Overthreeyears, Korthsaid, heand
his students have unearthed parts of
old elephants, camels, rodents and
rhinos. Hesaidtheboneswill helphim
and other paleontol ogists figure out
how the earth and animals, including
humans, evolved.

“1t'sonelittlepieceinthebigpuzzle
of what went oninthedevel opment of
theearth,” hesaid.

Whilethefirst trip wasn’t asfruit-
ful, lastyear thediggersremoved over
140fossils— mainly thejaws, teeth,

Lee Beatty (left), a graduate stu-
dentatthe University of Pittsburgh,
used paper towels, strips of burlap
and plasterto encase arhinoceros
rib he and other students uncov-
ered in Rawlins County. The fossil
will be taken to a museum in Pitts-
burgh and analyzed. The diggers
number eachfossilaccordingtoits
order and location.

hips and pelvises of adult and baby
rhinos — from a quarry on the west
edge of rural Rawlins County.

Thestudentsuncovered moreof the
same this year at a spot just to the
north, but the professor saidthebones
they found look to befrom adifferent
speciesof rhino.

That doesn’t makemuch of adiffer-
enceto Deemer, who said she'sinter-
ested in taphonomy, or determining
when, why andwheretherhinoswere
in northwest Kansas and how their
remainsended uponwhat shebelieves

See DIGGERS, Page 4

Board to take last step toward remodeling science rooms

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

The Goodland School Board on
Wednesday plans to look over esti-
mates from construction companies
that want to remodel the high school’s
second floor thissummer and may pick
one.

Theboard will aso discussborrow-
ing $500,000from First National Bank
inthe form of alease-purchase agree-
ment to pay for theremoddinag, which

could cost up to $800,000.

The district will get the rest of the
money out of itscapital outlay account,
set up to pay for building renovations
and other magjor items.

Superintendent Marvin Selby said
bidsontheproject, whichwill resultin
three new science classrooms, will be
opened today, with Glen Strait, the
district’sarchitect,andMikeMiller, the
project manager, reviewing them for
the board.

Selby saidtheboarddecidedtomove
its regular meeting from Monday to
Wednesday so members can see the
bids as soon as possible. The district
wantstheremodelingto befinished by
the start of the school year. The board
will meetat 7 p.m. at theadministration
office, 1312 MainAve.

Theprojectwill includeremodeling
two older science classrooms and the
board has already approved ordering
over $200,000 in state-of-the-art |ab

centersand other furniture.
KarlaMurray, thedistrict’ stechnol -
ogy coordinator, plansto ask to gather
bids for new computers at the high
school. Selby said sheplanstoreplace
older computersinthehighschool lab.
Theboard will also discuss approv-
ing afood service agreement with the
federal government, sayingthedistrict
will provide free or reduced lunches
that meet federal guidelines. A high
school senior will ask membersto let

him graduate a semester early.

The board will discuss renewing a
membership with the Western Plains
ArtsAssociationand hear areport from
member Gerald Franklin, who repre-
sentsthedistrict ontheNorthwest Kan-
sas Technical Collegeboard.

Selby saidtheboard will al so accept
aresignationfromTroy Rall, aneighth
gradeEnglishteacher who had planned
tohelp coachthehigh school wrestling
team.



