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While most computers used by
students are fairly new, teachers
have to save information on aging
machinesthat could shut down any
day, theschool district’ stechnology
coordinator told school board mem-
bers on Wednesday.

Karla Murray attended a special
meeting to ask permission to gather
prices on 34 new computers for the
highschoal. Aftertheboard approved,
she reported on technology mainte-
nance, saying over half of teachers
computersare7yearsold, whilethose

District may get new computers

studentsuse are 4 to 5 yearsold. She
saidcorporationsusud|ly replacecom-
putersevery threeyears.

The district has maintained equip-
mentfor studentswell, Murray said, but
may seeanincreaseinlost detaasteach-
ers’ computers grow older. She said
harddrivesontwoteachers computers
failed recently, which could havebeen
caused by eectrical problems.

Member Mike Campbell sug-
gested Murray devise a three-year
replacement planandlook intoleas-
ing computers. He said she could

replace 25 percent of the teachers’
computers each year. Murray said
that would cost about $30,000, with
each machinecosting about $1,300.

Sheadded that North Elementary
School needs anew printer and the
technology committeewantsto buy
threenew network serversnext year.

If theboard givesMurray permis-
sionto buy the 34 computersfor the
high school, 24 will go in the com-
puter applications classroom and 10
in the library. The older computers
will beputtouseelsewhere, shesaid.

Colby man flown to Denver hospital

By Jay Kelley

Colby Free Press

A farm accident west of Colby sent
a 21-year-old Colby man to Swedish
Hospital inDenverincritical condition
Thursday night.

Colby FireChief BobMcLemoresaid
J.R. Mattson was part of awork crew
repairingagrainbinat 1274U.S. 24, near
Levant, when hefdl intothebin.

AlthoughMcLemoresaid hewasn’t
surehow far Mattsonfell, hedescribed
theinjuriesas serious.

Access to the bin was made more

difficult by a panel that had been
welded shut. Co-workersattemptedto
cutitopenwithatorch, but hadtoaban-
don the attempt because of thedanger
from sparks.

Colby FireDepartment rescuesquad
members used hydraulic tools to pry
open the hatch, and gain access for
Thomas County Emergency Medical
Services personnel.

“It was pretty straightforward after
we got the hatch open,” McLemore
said. Mattsonwastransported by Tho-
mas County ambulance to Citizens

Medical Center andwaslater flownto
the Denver hospital, whereheislisted
incritical condition.

McLemore had high praise for two
Marine recruiters who were at the
scenerecruiting.

“Sgt. Ross and S/Sgt. Jensen were
bothlevel-headedandalot of help,” he
said. Ross and Jensen al so helped out
at thesceneof aone-car rollover north
of Colby on Tuesday.

Thomas County Sheriff and Kansas
Highway Patrol also assisted in the
accident.

Electric bills may be going up in Goodland

CITY, from Page 1

said. Thecharge, Wolak said, wouldbe
theextracost that city hasabovethecap
divided between all of the customers
and customerswouldonly pay for what
they use. Your electricratewill depend
on the city’s cost, so if the city pays
more, so do you.

“Everybody pays,” hesaid, “includ-
ing thecity.”

Wolak saidif peoplehavequestions
about theel ectrical adjustment charge,
he would be willing to answer ques-
tionsat themeeting, whichwill start at
5 p.m. on the second floor of the city
offices, 204 W. 11th.

For other old business, thecommis-
sionwill:

« Listentoarequest for money from
the Goodland Area Chamber of Com-
merce Economic Development com-

mittee.

» Hear what Scottsdale Insurance,
the company that has liability insur-
ancefor the Steever Water Park, would
doif the city changed the high board
at the water park to alow board.

» Hear the third readings of two
franchise agreements, onefor atele-
phone system and another for acable
television system, between the city
and S& T Communications Inc. of
Brewster.

» Decidewhether to approveasettle-
ment offer from the Environmental
Protection Agency for the treatment
and storageof PCBsat asuperfundsite
in Kansas City.

Under new business, the commis-
sionerswill:

« Discusstwo requestsfor homeoc-
cupation special use permits for
daycare centers. One request is from

Connie Johnson at 1502 Sherman and
the other isfrom Dedra Sawyer at 804
Walnut.

* Discuss street design improve-
mentson Cattletrail between 12thand
16th Streets, wherethe new West Side
Apartmentsareto be built.

* Discussan ordinancewhichwould
repeal anexisting ordinancethat deals
with the mill levy for thelibrary. The
state of Kansas repealed the tax levy
limitsin 1999.

* Reviseanordinancerelatingtothe
tap charge for electrical service on
newly built homes or buildings or
maodificationsto existing ones.

In his report, City Manager Ron
Pickmanistogiveanupdateonreplac-
ing the brick intersections between
Sixth and Eighth Streets along Main.
APAC-Kansas of Hays isto do the
work.

‘Freedom to farm’ bill
changed Kansas agriculture

By Roxana Hegeman
Assoclated Press Writer

WICHITA (AP) — Kansasfarmers
onceembracedthe1996 farmbill with
itstantalizing promiseof plantingflex-
ibility.

Atlast, growersfigured they would
be able to put in the crops best suited
for the markets and their own land
rather than farm the government pro-
gramswiththesameold commodities.

They bought into the premise that
declining government subsidieswould
be replaced by greater profitsin the
marketplace.

Aslawmakersbegin drafting anew
farmbill, that farm policy — popul arly
known as Freedom To Farm — isun-
der intensescrutiny after yearsof emer-
gency government bailouts to keep
family farms and rural economies
afloat.

But the beleaguered farm program
has changed the rural landscape in
Kansas. Fiddsthat oncegrew wheatin
eastern Kansasnow grow arotation of
corn, sorghum and soybeans. A fledg-
ling cotton industry has emerged in
southern Kansas.

Farmers planted less wheat. Boun-
tiful harvests of corn and sorghum
overfilled grain elevators, dotting
western Kansas each fall with huge
mounds of grain piled on the ground.

But market pricescollapsedinana-
tion awash in surplus grain. And the
political parties, as well as farmers
themselves, are deeply divided on
whether to scrap the concept of free-
domto farm.

The average Kansas farm last year
wouldnot havebrokenevenexcept for
federal subsidies. Kansas Farm Man-
agement A ssociation reported that the
typical farm received $45,614 in gov-
ernment paymentsin 2000 — or 116
percent of itsnet farm income.

A year earlier, the average govern-
ment payment was $47,056. In 1997,
government payments averaged
$14,980 per farm.

Fred Ditrixhe raises wheat, milo,
soybeans, sunflowersand calveson a
farm east of Concordia. He said if he
had not gotten the additional govern-
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ment payments he would have had to
sell out.

He works the land his father and
grandfather oncetilled, but most of the
2,000 acreshefarmsisrented ground.
Tomakeupforlow commodity prices,
hehasplantedall hisacres. Sometimes
he longs for the old farm programs
wherethegovernment paidfarmersnot
toplant al their acres.

“When we used to have set-asides,
itwasn't so bad. Now wearetryingto
grow a crop on every bit of those
acres,” hesaid. “For me, it has gotten
more stressful .”

Ditrixhealsotried different waysto
addvaluetohiscrops. Hegotintorais-
ing calvesto better usethe cheap milo
hegrows. Hegrowsthenew hardwhite
winter wheat inthehopeshecan get a
better pricefor hiswheat crop. Hehas
even tried raising confectionary sun-
flowers.

“l lovetofarm — you havetoto do
it. I'mworking from 7 in the morning
until 9at night, hardly seethewifeand
kids,” hesaid. “... | just want not to be
afailure. I'm worried about being a
failure.”

Duane Hund is a northeast Kansas
farmer who makes an off-farm living
by counseling other strugglingfarmers
asafarmanalystfor KansasStateUni-
versity Extension Service.

Herecently sat downwithaKansas
farm couple and their lender at their
homein NemahaCounty near the Ne-
braskastateline.

“l amwilling to put aBand-Aid on
thisthing until nextwinter,” thelender
told the farm couple, “But we are go-
ing to have to see what Congressis
going to come up with.”

If Congress does not come up with
something differentfor anew farmbill,
they would have to make some hard
choices, the banker told them.

“The63-year-oldfarmer and hiswife
were sitting there and he just broke
down and started crying,” Hund said.

Itisascenethat Hund hasbeen seen
repeated alot lately.

“Lenders are willing to allow the
process politically to develop before
they say for sure to that family, ‘ You

havetoretireand get out.””’

Wheat acreshavegeneral ly declined
in Kansas in the past few years. In
1994, Kansas farmers planted 11.9
million acresin wheat. Last fall they
planted just 9.9 million acres.

At the sametime, acres planted for
other major cropswent up.

The current farm program also al-
lowed producersto change crop rota-
tionswithout riskingtheir eligibility —
amove that has allowed them to do &
better jobwiththeconservationplans,
Hund said.

Freedom to farm also enabled
peopletotry out on small scales some
different things that they might not
haveattempted under theoldfarm pro-
gram, hesaid.

Among the most visible is the bur-
geoning cottonindustry that hastaken
holdin southern K ansas, wherecotton
acreagehasincreasedfrom 1,400 acres
in 1994 to 40,000 acres|ast year.

But perhaps the most immediate
impact of thecurrent policy isthat it has
givenfarmersinKansasand el sewhere
the freedom to grow as much as they
want without forgoingtheir eligibility
for government programs.

“We produced ourselves into the
economic gutter,” said Tom Giessel,
Larned farmer. “We are overproduc-
ing. Now market pricesarelow andare
goingto stay low; and contrary to eco-
nomic law, the cheaper grain gets, the
morefarmerstry to produce.”

No clear consensus exists that any
government program can be blamed
entirely for low commodity prices—
or many other changesin agriculture
alsodrivenin part by new crop variet-
iesand economics.

After all, Kansas farmers planted
fewer wheat acresin recent years but
still often set record production level s
because of good yields. In someyears
that hel ped of fset the poor wheat prices
as markets plunged during bountiful
harvests. But this year — as wheat
growersfaceadismal harvest— prices
remain low.

Nor hasthelatest government version
of afarm program stopped the exodus
of farmersleaving thefamily farm.
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