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Sunflowers to go up over Goodland

PAINTING, from Page 1

over 15 mph, the sculpture will be
lifted into place about 7 a.m. Farris’
crew will then weld the easel’s three
legs, which areabout 4 feet around, to
steel plates attached to concrete posts
inthe ground.

Neufeld said it’s hard to predict
when thejob will be done.

“There's alot of little things that
couldcauseal5-minutedelay hereand
al5-minutedelay there,” hesaid, add-
ingthat it could takeafew hoursor al
day.
Neufeld said if windy weather on

Tuesday prevents the placing of the Y

40,000-pound painting, it will go up
whenever conditionsareright.
“We'll just go day by day,” hesaid.
A forecast from the National

Weather Service in Goodland says
while a front will cool things off on
Tuesday, the chance of rain or high
windsislow.

Organizers do have time before
peoplewill be expecting to seethe at-
traction.

Sunflowers USA, formed to bring
thepainting here,isplanninganunveil-
ing ceremony in August during
Goodland’'s Sunflower Days. The
Goodland Area Chamber of Com-
merce isinviting state lawmakers to
attend. Backers are hoping the big
painting will attract 89,000 peopleto
thisSunflower Capital of Kansaseach
ear.

Therewill beacrowd at the dedica-
tion, but Neufeld said heisn’'t expect-
ing too many onlookers on Tuesday
because SunflowersUSA didn’t adver-

tisetheevent. Placing of the scul pture
wasdel ayed aweek asFarriswaitedfor
good weather to paint the easel, and
Neufeld said hedidn't want to haveto
keep scheduling and rescheduling the
event.

“We didn’t want to worry about
makingamillionphonecalls,” hesaid.

Crosswon’t behereto seethepaint-
ing go up, but said he plansto travel
fromhishomeinWinnepeg, Manitoba,
inAugust for thededication ceremony.
Hesaid hewantstobringhisgirlfriend
and family.

The former high school art teacher
said he's been busy working with
school children on art projects as part
of an“ArtistinSchool’s’ programhe's
involvedin.

Crosssaid herecently helped an el -
ementary classturnamap of thecom-

munity into a 40-by-60 foot game
board used in a game the class in-
vented. Theartist said helikestowork
onabigscae.

“Go big or go home, | guess,” he
joked.

Crossplanstogobiginsevencities
across the world, erecting reproduc-
tions of each painting in Vincent van
Gogh’s sunflower series in places
where the Dutch artist or sunflowers
areimportant.

He said he will begin work on the
fourth painting, which will goupina
park ontheoutskirtsof Amsterdam,in
April 2002. Thepainting will beready
for the Floriade, alarge, six-month
flower show held inthe park.

Crossplansto put therest of the se-
riesin Japan, SouthAfricaandArgen-
tina.

School districts face challenge of hiring teachers

SCHOOL, from Page 1

qualified teachers.

DaleDennis, deputy commissioner
of education, said thereisno question
that districtsarefacing challenges.

“Thereis asignificant problem to
retain and recruit teachers,” he said.

For example, of 13 math teachers
who graduated from onestate univer-
sity, nine went into the private sec-
tor because of signing bonuses, bet-
ter salaries and better benefits, he
said.

“School s cannot compete,” Dennis
said, adding that the starting teacher
salary in Kansasis about $27,500.

Many superintendents made the
same point as early as March. Their
boardsbeganidentifying areasto save
money, including firing teachers,
closing schools and eliminating pro-
gramssuchaselectivecoursesand ac-
tivities.

SenateMgjority Leader LanaOleen
acknowledged that local school
boardsarelikely toincrease property
taxes to take care of educational
needs.

“That doesn’t negatethefact that the
state has a responsihility to fund 100
percent of anadequateeducation,” said
Oleen, R-Manhattan. “ That wholeis-
sue of funding adequately needsto be

looked at.”

Some districts, such as West Gra-
ham-Morland, Lenora, NesTreLaGo,
West Mineral and Havensville are
planning to close schools. In effect, it
isaform of consolidation, whichleg-
islatorsarereluctant to do themselves
because of the lingering wounds
caused by forced consolidationduring
the 1960s.

Dennis said all but about 10 of the
304 school districtsusealocal option
budget, which increases property
taxes, to augment state funds. Still,
many findthey arelimitedinusingthis
authority because of the public’'s dis-
dainfor property taxes.

Oleen is a member of the Senate
Education Committeeand oneof four
architectsof aplan early inthelegis-
lative session that would have
pumped more than $200 million into
theschool financeformulaover three
years.

The plan, funded with increasesin
sales, tobacco, acohol and soft drink
taxes, died in the Senate. Subsequent
proposalsof smaller scalealsofailed.

Gov. Bill Graves also proposed a
$100millionenhancement plan, which
wouldhaveincreasedthebasestateaid
per pupil and provided incentivesfor
school and student improvement. The
plan was defeated in the House. Ele-

mentsof theplanwereincludedinthe
Senate plans.

Legislators and education officials
agreethat the state must providefor a
suitableeducation, but therearemany
definitions.

“1 think the Legislature has set the
standard. It's called qualified admis-
sions,” Oleensaid, referringtotherec-
ommended courses for students who
want to enter state universities.

The Kansas Constitution requires
the stateto “ make suitable provision”
for financing education, but theparam-
etersarenot listed.

The Legislature ordered a study to
determinethecost of asuitableeduca-
tion. Outside consultants will make
their report in January.

Last week, the State Board of
Education approved aloose defini-
tion of asuitable educationto serve
as a guide for legislators and con-
sultants.

Some board members felt their ef-
fortswereinvainandthat thestudy will
fall short of their criteria, which in-
cluded providing for counselors, new
technology, quality teachers and ad-
ministration and a safe and orderly
learning environment.

“I"m ambivalent about going to
themwithanything,” saidboard mem-
ber Steve Abrams. “How many ways

dothey havetotell us: *We' regoingto
do what we want regardless of what
youtell us ?’

Abrams and board member John
Baconsaidthel egidlatureshould pro-
vide adequate funding so students are
able to meet state accreditation re-
quirements.

Others, likeVal DeFever said“If we
don’'t givethem that direction, | think
we'refailing.”

Oleen understandstheir concerns.

“Whenyour board doesn’'t get to set
the dollars, it's very easy to think
you'readvisory,” Oleen said.

What the debate really gets down
toismoney. School superintendents
and education groups say districts
need more; some legislators are
skeptical.

The skeptics prevailed during this
year's session, and many legislators
patted themsel ves on the back for not
increasing taxes.

Someknew better. TheL egislature
simply dumped the decision on local
boards of education, and in many
communities, taxes are likely to in-
crease.

Newsman John Milburn cover sedu-
cation for The Associated Press and
hascovered publiceducationissuesfor
11 years.
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Sign of change

Gary Salzbury, from Commercial Sign Co. of Colby, was installing a
new sign for the Economy 9 Motel on K-27 in Goodland. The estab-

lishment had been known as Motel 6.
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do thisto avoid costly protracted liti-
gation. They invited the commission
staff tosignontotheagreement andthe
staff did.

But the agreement also would raise
local rates.

Under the agreement, residential
customersof Southwestern Bell would
see monthly increases for local tele-
phone service ranging from $1.65 to
$2. Southwestern Bell has about 85
percent of the state’s customers, ac-
cording to the commission.

Southwestern Bell al sowould auto-
matically includeits $1.15 per month
charge for touch-tone dial servicein
every customer’shill. Thefew people
whostill userotary dialsdon’'t haveto

Phone rates may increase

pay thischarge.

Businesscustomerswould seerates
increase from 85 cents per month to
$2.50 per month.

Rates for Sprint/United would in-
crease from $1.05 per month to $1.50
per month.

But while local rates would go up,
AT& T saysit would reduce long-dis-
tanceratesnearly 30 percent and Sprint
LP from between 15 percent and 22
percent.

Powers, the commi ssion’s assi stant
counsel, said these reductions would
force other long-distance carriers tc
reducerates, too.

“It will do so through competitive
pressures,” shesaid.

Shesaidtheagreement wasrevenue
neutral for the companies.

Combined ratesare
availableto feature your servicesin the
Daily and The Country Advocate.
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785-462-6995 Chris & Beth
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Residential Real Estate
Farm and Ranch
115 E. 9th « Goodland
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Joyce Boehme realtor
Robert Jones owner/broker
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We'll always be there for you.
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Goodland, KS 67735-0727
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Home: (785) 899-3974

® www.shelterinsurance.com
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ROUND TRIPTRAVEL

Full Service Travel Agency
1302 Main « Goodland, KS 67735

\Q (785) 899-7505 )

WARDROBE CLEANERS

John R. Schiefen, Jr., Prop.
JUNE SPECIAL

Winter Coats & Drapes

1019 Center  Goodland, Kan. 67735 ¢ (785) 899-6213

10% off

J

SNIDER’S

MosiLE GLASS

WINDSHIELDS
No mileage charge
LOWEST PRICES ON
AUTO, TRUCK, TRACTOR GLASS

785-899-2753
1-800-633-4277




