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commentary

from other pens...

Octagon turns 200,
still national emblem

By Lawrence L. Knutson

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON —The eccentrically shaped red-brick residence
sheltered an American president after the British burned the W
House celebrates its 200th anniversary this summer, stillan embl
hospitality and style.

Although it has always been called The Octagon, signifying e
sides, the house has only six sides, posing one of the city’s minor
teries.

The Octagon was a center of society when the capital was still
open fields than city streets. It now houses a gallery of art and d
amid the family portraits, cast-stone mantels and basementwine
that tell its story.

The Federal-style house was purchased by the American Instit
Architects as its headquarters in 1902 and now is owned and main
by the American Architectural Foundation.

The Octagon was designed by Dr. William Thornton, the Scotfjsii-

educated physician and self-trained architect who won the compe
to design the U.S. Capitol.

Its first owner, Col. John Tayloe lll, a wealthy Virginia planter &
entrepreneur with an active interestin politics, built the house as a
ter home at the urging of George Washington, who was eager to g
residents to the new capital.

The Potomac River was in clear view and Thomas Jefferson wj
residence two blocks east in the White House when the Tayloes

into The Octagonin 1801. Itwould remain the city’s finest private hgm

for years.

ButinAugust 1814, when British troops scattered American def¢
ers and occupied the city, the temporary occupant of The Octago
Louis Serurier, French envoy to the United States.

When Dolley Madison fled the White House after arranging 9
conductforthe Gilbert Stuart portrait of George Washington, hers
ard toted the first lady’s parrot in its cage over to The Octagon, wj
he leftit in care of the diplomat'’s chef.

The ambassador claimed diplomatic immunity for The Octagon,
it was untouched when President Madison returned to the city to
the White House a blackened shell.

Tayloe offered his house. The Madisons moved in on Sept. 8, 1
and stayed until the following March as the war news brightened
the nation regained its confidence.

Mrs. Madison resumed official entertaining, welcoming guests in
large rectangular drawing room.

“For New Year’s Day 1815, she reserved an ensemble of parti¢u

splendor _ a robe of rose-colored satin with ermine trim, gold ch
around her waist and arms, and as headdress a white satin turba
atiara of white ostrich plumes,” writes George McCue, a chronicle
The Octagon.

On Feb. 17, 1815, the president drew a chair up to the circular
inthe second-floor oval room he used as an office and signed the T
of Ghent, which ended the War of 1812.

The Tayloe family occupied the house until 1855. By the time
American Institute of Architects bought it for a headquarters at
beginning of the 20th century it had been used as a girls school
boarding house.

Over the last decade, the house has been extensively research
restored, down to the paint colors used between 1817 and 1828
the Tayloe family lived in it full time. the open service stairway.

In the next few years, Wentworth hopes to complete the decoration

ofthe ground floor, filling in Tayloe family pieces with period antiqu
Most of the second floor will be used as state-of-the-art gallery.
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Are energy and environment enemies?

ttra%e don’t have an energy policy. We have an
aSquironmentaI policy. o

ovele don’t have afarm policy either for the sa
reason. For those that think farmers are paid

ition

Ind
win-

sodo bears, wolves, and caribou. Bet people d
Ah ha-thats where the rub, is!

Then on the other hand things may not be a
is it seems. The Agricultural Research Set
along with studies of 50 scientists from 25 dif
ent locations in eight countries found there
be a carbon dioxide of 550 ppm in 70 years.

But soil scientist Bruce A Kimball who is he

wayne
gattshall

t6 grow we would not have another farm-food bi
,nw_ithout the gypsy moth’s (northeastern enviro
[ ntalist) vote.

his, it takes a village Washington, is changing
ibes oftener than a black farmer’s coup in Sudaet it from Nevada. Nope can't do that, you bettgfithe Environmental and Plant Dynamics Rese

waynne’s world
[

tZ%_ince the recent change of tribes along thet run transmission lines through the pristitumit in Arizona, assures everyone that there
harotomac, we might need a patients bill of right¢pods under federal control. reason for humans to be concerned. He poin

too. Health Care you say? These environs couldn’t be a dog catcherthmt the air we breathe contains 78 percent niti
an couple of years ago two dozen environme@u_ba. They say global wgrmir]g will melt the pand 21 percent oxygen. But the clincheris the
fildy groups blocked the building of a road throuddr ice cap and flood Capital Hill? ture of carbon dioxide, argon, neon, and heliu
the Izembek National Wildlife preserve in Alaska. So what would be wrong with that? Not eveanly 1 percent of the earth’s atmosphere. He a
8it4didn’t matter that only seven miles of the roadharley B_rown believes a Chinese spy just hagis a well known fact that high carbon dioxid
fnt though a wild life preserve either. pened to find a computer hard drive in the Compenerally good for plants.

Isn’titamazing how those rich guys like to sayerce Department dumpster. Even more so the Arizona tests found that
trﬁpw the Joe Six Packs should live. Neither would he believe all the environmentin was highly responsive to elevated carbon
It wasn’t hand out one twenty light bulb anthumbo jumble is science, either. In fact all thige and showed a 50 per cent increase in 'y
‘%r'a: their sauna bath, and swimming pools lave to offer is fear itself. Wheat responded with higher yields too. The

a

h

i salifornia, you know. To the little people of avil- - Even if the environs were right about globéihding was that it was able to make better u
of 800 people, don't call 911, because thvarming would it matter? Believe it or not thereile available water in the soil.
one doesn't ring. All they wanted was to havesearch onthe subjectthat has not came from sor8® what does this mean to the environst
access to their nearest health care center.  air conditioned office of chattering fax machinesuch. They go after the makers of energy whc
abl You know US corporations can’t build satgllitealong the beltway. _ Oregon farmers $500 an acre notto growac
ra Eﬁout a nuclear scientist whose father isn't aThe way they use energy you would think theyWhy? Just to send California more power. \
inese general, but these chicken little environgre for $3.00 gas. One such scientific findinge price gouging energy companies paid far
th%ouldn’t find its own derriere with two hands. came from thg U.S. Water Conservation LaboﬁEOO an acre? Thats better than the 1996 Ag
the What do you do when Californians says no &ary in Phoenix Arizona. It found th_at ftoday’s atural Market Transition payments.
an%orljlluting diesel generators in our back yard. Welbntains about 360 ppm of carbon dioxide, up fromWell there is a difference between hookers
what about wind power, once again notin my ba2k5 since the days of the horse drawn McCormiokers. There’s no free lunch so price gouges o

(Fi_]j reaper. grow more corn!!
chne same would be true for solar power. TherWonder if a mule emits greenhouse gases? Ye001 Wayne Gattshall wayneg@good-land.ixks.com

War being waged against the Boy Scouts
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OnJune 28 last year, the United States Supreme
Court—in Boy Scouts of Americav. Dale —rule

nat

The Goodland Daily News

(USPS No. 222-460. ISSN 0893-0562)
Member: Kansas Press Association
The Associated Press
Inland Press Association Colorado Press Association

e-mail: daily@nwkansas.com

Steve Haynes, President
Tom Betz, Editor/Editorial Page
Rachel Miscall, Managing Editor
Janet Craft, Society Editor/Reporter
Lester Bolen, Sports Reporter
Doug Jackson, Eric Yonkey, Judy Harper, Advertising Sales
Karen JonesAdv. Production Debra Turner Page Prod.
Sheila SmithOffice ManagerPat Schiefeookkeeping

Nor’west Press
Jim Bowker, General Manager
Ron VanLoenen Judy McKnight Richard Westfahl
Lana Westfahl Betty Morris Helen Dilts

. hwkansas.com

N.T. Betz, Director of Internet Services (nbetz@nwkansas.com)
Evan Barnum, Systems Admin.(support@nwkansas.com)

Published daily except Saturday and Sunday and the day observed for New|
Day, Memorial Day, Fourth of July, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day and Christi
Day, at 1205 Main St., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

Periodicals postage paid at Goodland, Kan. 67735; entered at the Goo
Kan., Post Office under the Act of Congress of March 8, 1878.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Goodland Daily News,
Main St., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

TELEPHONE: (785) 899-2338. Editorial e-mail: daily@nwkansas.com.
vertising questions can be sentto: gdnadv@nwkansas.com

The Goodland Daily Newsassumes no liability for mistakes or omissions
advertising or failure to publish beyond the actual cost of the ad.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: In Sherman County and adjacent counties: three md
$22; sixmonths, $38; 12 months, $72. By mail in Kansas, Colorado: three m
$ 28; six months, $50; 12 months, $95. (All tax included.) Out of area, we
mailing of five issues: three months, $25; six months, $40; 12 months, $75

Incorporating:

The Sherman Tp SuErmaN, County
County Herald ST * R
Founded by Thomas McCants Founded by Eric and
1935-1989 Roxie Yonkey
' 1994-2001

Nor’West Newspapers

Law Center; NOW Legal Defense and Educe
Fund; People for the American Way; Unital
UniversalistAssociation of Congregations; Ur
Church of Christ Justice and Witness Ministri

that, under the First Amendment right of free ¢
sociation, the Boy Scouts had a right to remc
James Dale from a leadership position. Dale |
publicly declared his homosexuality, thereby vi
lating the principles of the Boy Scouts. These are good, decent people, and they ¢

Since then, the Scouts have been treated like diversity — but not the diversity of viewpointst
pariahs around the country. Cities have barrdent, the Bill of Rights and common sense. Thisgguaranteed by the Firstamendment. They ¢
them from schools. In some places, police can amendment effectively ensures that schools wamtderstand what Supreme Court Justice S
longer sponsor Scouts programs in areas whéeeable to discriminate against the Scouts or folzay O’Connor has emphasized:
kids have no other after-school activities. Andhem to go to court to have their rights upheld.” “Protection of (an) association’s right to de
“public-spirited” private organizations have The Hilleary amendment passed the Houseitsymembership derives from the recognition
stopped funding Boy Scout troops. voice vote, and a companion amendment by Stve formation of an expressive association i

The American Civil Liberties Union affiliate in Jesse Helms is now pending before the Senate.®@eation of a voice. And the selection of mem
San Diego — as George Mason University laan the House floor, during debate on the ameiigithe definition of that voice.”
professor Peter Ferrara noted in The Weekly Stament, Lynn Woolsey of California presented a let-This is the very essence of the First Amendr
dard — “is suing the city to evict the Scouts frorer opposing the amendment. It was signed by £ORRECTION: Due to an errorin transmiss
Balboa Park, where they built and have long opéwng list or organizations. Their names reveal havecent columnincorrectly described Sidney
ated excellent camping and recreational facilitigervasively political correctness has infecte a reporter fofhe New York TimeZion is a col
open to the public.” Americans who cherish their own right to assoc¢imnist for the New York Post.

The national ACLU, in one of its excursions intate with like-minded people, but would allow lo- Nat Hentoff is a nationally renowned autho
extreme political correctness, opposed the Bogl school boards to deny that right to the Boy the First Amendment and the Bill of Rights
Scouts when Boy Scouts of America v. Dale weBtouts. This is a list that exposes how much edu-
before the Supreme Court. In doing so, the ACLJation in constitutional rights is needed in O —
which was founded to protect the First Amendchools and school boards. Among those on thelfigd rry’s world
ment, ignored Supreme Court precedents. Ongposing the Boy Scouts are the following orga
such precedent states “The FirstAmendment guaizations:
anteesthe ... freedom to associate or not to assoclhe American Association of School Adminis
ate.” Itis the “freedom to identify the people whtrators; American Federation of State, County g
constitute the association, and to limit the assochunicipal Employees; AFL-CIO; American Fed
Yefios to those people only.” (Democratic Party afration of Teachers; Anti-Defamation Leagul
M39.S. v. Wisconsin, 1981). Council of the Great City Schools; Leadersh
" ndShould the NAACP be forced by the courts d&2onference on Civil Rights; National Associatic

aby’the ACLU to allow adherents of white racistf School Psychologists; National Association
129Eganizations to take leadership positions in ti@condary School Principals; National Council

NAACP? Should disability-rights groups be comdewish Women; National Council of La Raza, N
Adpelled to have disciples of Dr. Jack Kevorkian itional Education Association; National PTA; Na
_leadership roles?

" In a significant Florida court decision, the B
nticouts’FirstAmendment rights have been uphgld

ntagter they were evicted from the Broward County Letter POI |Cy

ekpyublic schools. The court said that once schol The Goodland Daily News encourag
facilities are opento other organizations, they cdn; 4 \welcomes letters from readers. Lett

not be denied to a group because of its views. should be tvpewritten if possible. an
Now, Rep. Van Hilleary of Tennessee has suc- yp P '

cessfully introduced in the House an amendm qﬁmmd include a telephone number aj
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tothe large-scale education bill called the No Ch|l egzﬁslr\?vﬁﬁgtgtngg’ islligﬂztjurgo#r?lsé?tg‘
Left Behind Act of 2001. His amendment requires il b ected P il lett : d d
schoolsthat receive federal fundsto give the Scqu Il be rejected, as will [etiers aeeme

the same access that they provide to other gro pﬁ? of no public interest or considered ¢
Says Rep. Hilleary: “Denying the Boy Scoufs
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“You WANT ME To STo? WHINING —
WHAT KIND OF BRIBE ARE wou PrRe-

ensive. We reserve the right to edit lette
equal access to schools cuts against court pre¢ce-
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