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commentary
from other pens...

Bush officials seek
closer ties with Japan

By George Gedda

Assoclated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Japan’s foreign minister passed through town
amost unnoticed thisweek, avisit almost as quiet as Japan’sreturn to
primacy on America s foreign policy horizon after years of relative
obscurity.

Theshiftisnot surprising given the number of senior Bush adminis-
tration officials who believe that the U.S.-Japan defense alliance has
been neglected for too long.

TheyincludeRichardArmitage, the State Department’ ssecond rank-
ingofficial; JamesKelly, who headsthedepartment’ sEast Asiabureau,
Paul Wolfowitz, the Pentagon’s No. 2 official; and Torkel Patterson,
thetop Asiahand at the National Security Council.

Somesupportersof strong U.S.-Japantiesweretaken aback in 1998
when then-President Clinton spent nine daysin Chinawithout touch-
ing basein either Tokyo or Seoul while hewasin the neighborhood.

“This elevated the Chinese to a position where they took priority,”
says Balbina Hwang, a policy analyst at the conservative Heritage
Foundation. “ It sent adamaging messageto our allies. Thereisalot of
repair work to be done.”

Secretary of State Colin Powell moved quickly to set anew tone.

He met with Japan’s foreign minister less than aweek after taking
office. Later, then-Japanese PrimeMinister Yoshiro Mori becameone
of thefirst foreign|eadersto bereceived by Bush. Hissuccessor prime
minister, Junichiro Koizumi, isdue here at the end of the month.

Theadministration hasbeen far lessinclined thanits predecessor to
recommend measuresto revive Japan’s subpar economy. Theinclina-
tion to prescribe remedies caused resentment in Tokyo.

Thusfar, thechangesin administration thisyear in both Washington
and Tokyo have not yet yielded major substantive changes. But
Armitage, Kelly, Wolfowitz and Patterson all saw the need for greater
dynamismin U.S.-Japaneserelations.

A report they, along with other experts, wrote recently and saw pub-
lished by the National Defense University included the following
thoughts:

— Thetimehasarrivedfor renewed attentiontoimproving, reinvigo-
rating, and refocusing the U.S.-Japan aliance.

— Thepotentia for conflictinAsiaislowered dramatically by avis-
ibleand “real” U.S.-Japan defenserel ationship.

—Theuse of bases granted by Japan alowsthe United Statesto af -
fect the security environment from the Pacific to the Persian Gulf.

— Japan’sprohibition against coll ective sel f-defenseisaconstraint
onalliancecooperation. Liftingthisprohibitionwould allow for closer
and more efficient security cooperation.

In another recently published report, Hwang explains the practical
consequencestheselimitshaveon Japan’ sability to cooperatewiththe
U.S. military.

“1f aU.S. warship conducting exercisesin the Seaof Japan wereat-
tacked by enemy fire, the Japanese defenseforceswoul d be prohibited
...fromcomingtoitsaid; if the Japanese ship were attacked by enemy
fire, however, the United States would be obliged under its bil ateral
treaty allianceto assist the Japanese.”

These constitutional constraints were imposed in the aftermath of
World Wer |1 and remainin effect.

EDITOR SNOTE—GeorgeGedda cover sthe Sate Department for
TheAssociated Press.
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After alongweekendwiththeir parentsat Camp
David, Jennaand BarbaraBush probably learned
athing or two about responsibility and discretion.
(They probably learned, too, that if they’ regoing
to party, they ought to do it someplace other than
Austin.)

Frankly, though, | am more interested in what
their father might havelearned. | hope helearned
that theadol escent mindisdifferentfromyoursand
mine.

Insideateen-ager’shead, thebrainbecomesthe
WileE. Coyoteof bodily organs. It separatestime
into two categories: now and not now. It failsto
register that the tunnel up ahead isthe same one
that turnedinto abrick wall last timeand thetime
before that.

Thus, in the adolescent brain, possible conse-
guences such as humiliating tabloid headlines,
court appearances and forfeiture of the family
NeimanMarcuscardaren’t alwaysenoughtokeep
akid from doing something stupid. All that mat-
tersisNOW,NOW,NOW.

“There'salesson in here about academic edu-
cation, and moral education, and how kidslearn,”
says Joe DiPrisco, longtime educator and co-au-
thorwithMikeRieraof “ Field GuidetotheAmeri-
canTeenager: Appreciatingthe Teenager YouLive
With.”

“It'smessy. It's not easy. None of thisis black
andwhite. Bush probably did everythinghecould
asafather and thisstill happened.”

If Bush’'s own daughter, a young woman with
all the breeding, grooming and education of the
upper crust, can makethiskind of mistake — af-
ter having gonethrough asimilar experiencejust
afew weeks earlier — then maybe the president
will realize that adolescent drug use, pregnancy
and crime won’t be solved by implementing
tougher lawsand simplistic prevention programs.

“*Just say no’ doesn't start to cover it,” Riera
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says.

| wonder if Bush madeany connectionsbetween
thecomplicationsof raising hisownteen-agersand
the complicationsof raising any teen-ager. | won-
derifitoccurredtohimthat arough patchinateen-
ager’slifedoesn’tdefinewhothat teen-ageris, just
ashisdaughters’ current troublesdon’t definewho
they are.

Intheblink of aneye, Jennaisoneoffenseaway
from a possible six-month jail term, thanks to a
tough underage drinking law her father signed
while governor of Texas. Doesthismean Jennais
abad kid?Hardly. Would tossing her injail solve
her inability to make wiser decisions? Of course
not; she’'s 19. Sowhy dowethink it will solvethe
problemsof adolescentswho are till legally chil-
dren?

Juvenile crime often is born of a child making
bad decisionsand taking stupidrisks. Intheprivi-
leged environment of the Bush twins, the bad de-
cisions and stupid risks might take the form of
drinking margaritasat arestaurant. For akid shaped
by the environment of theinner city, the bad deci-
sions and stupid risks might take the form of sell-
ing crack cocaine, vandalizing aschool building,
or beating up aclassmate as part of agang initia-
tion.

The adolescent impul ses driving the inner-city
kidandtheBushtwinsarelikely to beremarkably
similar. Themiddle- and upper-classkidsdeal with
their mistakes by going to psychol ogistsand drug
rehab paid for by their parents' insurance compa-
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nies. Then they go onto college and soon their ju-
venile records are destroyed, asif they never ex-
isted.

Theinner-city kid, by contrast, likely will end up
at juvenile hall with minimal counseling services
to help him make better decisionsin the future. If
thekidisunlucky, heendsupinadult jail. Instead
of counsdling, hegetsasolideducationfromhisnew
roommates, whichwill virtually ensurelong-term
relationship with the penal system.

Under such law-and-order leaders as the presi-
dent and his brother Jeb, the governor of Florida,
children considerably younger thantheBushtwins
are being treated asif their brains and emotional
impulses are as mature as an adult’s. Young teens
arelanding in courts where rehabilitation has | ost
out to punishment, where the difference between
adultsand childrenisaggressively ignored.

In the 1990s, 41 states amended their juvenile
justicelawstomakeiteasier totry childrenincrimi-
nal court. Last year, according to onereport, about
18,000kidsspent timeinadult prisons. About 3,500
of them were tossed into the general prison popu-
lation.

More states are i mplementing mandatory sen-
tencingfor juvenileoffendersthat givesjudgeslittle
leeway inaddressingtheparticul ar needsof achild.

“What Bush hasachancetodoisavoidtheblack-
and-whitethinking,” Rierasays. “What he can do
for hisdaughtersishel pthemget themost fromthis
experience, to shorten their learning curve. What
he doesnow might not changethem overnight, but
it can help shape them over the next few years.”

No doubt Bush, like any parent in his position,
haslearned afew things as afather these past few
weeks. | wonder what he learned as a president.

Joan Ryanisa columnist for the San Francisco
Chronicle. Send comments to her in care of this
newspaper or send her e-mail at joanryan-
@sfgate.com.

I've grown accustomed to your flaws

We went over to a friend’s house recently to
watch a hockey game on TV and we were over-
whelmed with the quality of their picture. Weim-
mediately realized that their TV looking so good
must mean that our TV looksreally bad. Wejust
never noticed. That's because over time you get

used to whatever it isyou haveto look at, day in ! A

and day out —ugly furniture or a bad wardrobe.
You learn to accept and make peacewithiit.

| think lifeisalot likethat. If you canresist the
pressureto changethingsto suit someoneel se, they
will eventually get used to it. And this applies
equally to your professional and personal life. If
you havethemental toughnesstoholdyour ground
throughthefirst yearsof ajob or amarriagewhen
your bossistrying to maximizeyour productivity
and your wifeistrying to maximizeyour compat-
ibility, soon, just likewhat happened withour TV,
they will eventually not noticeyour poor reception.
Youjust haveto makesurethey’ renever exposed
to other TV sor workersor husbands.

By the way, our new television set has a great
picture.

NEVER SAY NEVER

Asl mature(ripen?), | noticethat Nature hasset
meuptostartliking things| usedto hateand vice
versa. Asakid | never liked steak and potatoes. |

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages
and welcomes | ettersfrom readers. Letters
should be typewritten if possible, and
should include a telephone number and,
most importantly, a signature. Unsigned
letters will not be published. Form letters
will be rejected, as will letters deemed to
be of no public interest or considered of -
fensive. We reservetheright to edit letters
for length and good taste. We encourage
letters, with phone numbers, by e-mail to:
<daily@nwkansas.com>.
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green

|'® north of forty

preferred Popsicles and eating uncooked jelly
powder with awet finger. | used to like cars that
werelow and fast. Now | prefer any vehiclel can
enter without cramping. My taste has changedin
everything: music, moviesand manageablerisk.

| evenlikethefact that my wifeisgetting ol der.
I’ velearned that expectationisatwo-way street. |
think it's a good thing that people’s preferences
changeasthey getolder. It createsdiversity inour
economy, andit reducestheline-upsat Disneyland.
It aso adds mystery throughout your life asyou
look forward to the next phase and the changesit
brings. Although | don’t think I' [l ever live long
enough to enjoy lawn bowling.

MOMENTSTO REMEMBER

| think aperson’slifeistremendously affected
by asmall number of mind-altering experiences
— surprises and challenges that went deep into
their psycheand affected all subsequent decisions.
Here are alist of some of the thingsthat had that
effect on me:

— That first day of kindergarten where| over-
estimated thereliability of my bladder.

— The deficiencies of my first car and the po-
liceman who pointed them out to me.

— Thebad haircut on prom night.

— That day at the pool when | learned how dan-
gerousdiving can bewhenyour bathing suitistoo
bigfor you.

— Thatfirst kissandthegrandmother whogave
ittome.

— My wedding day and the subsequent arrests.

— The day | told my boss the truth and the
troublel had finding another jab.

THELITE GOESON

Everything islight these days. It started with
light beer but now they havelight butter and light
mayonnaise and light ketchup and on and on it
goes. Let'sfaceit, lightisafixture. They evenmake
the spelling light. Now it's“lite” — with 20 per-

cent fewer letters. Now I’ m not sureabout this, but
| think they makeproductsliteby dilutingthem. By
adding morewater or air or somethingreally cheap
— which meansthat it must cost lessto make lite
products. But you pay more for them because
they’re better for you. So you are, in fact, paying
morefor less. But then, that’show you got that lite
wallet.

Quoteof the Day: “ The most encouraging event
inlifeistoseeabeautiful womanwithanugly man.”
— Red Green

Red Greenisthestar of “ The Red Green Show,”
atelevision seriesseeninthe U.S on PBSand in
Canada on the CBC Network, and the author of
“The Red Green Book” and “ Red Green Talks
Cars: ALove Sory.”
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“You WANT ME To STo? WHINING
WHAT KIND OoF BRIBE ARE wou Pre-
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