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Baseball legend will retire this season

BALTIMORE (AP) — Nothing
lastsforever — not even Cal Ripken Jr.

Baseball’slronMan, whobrokeLou
Gehrig'srecord of 2,130 consecutive
games, will retireafter his21st season
withtheBaltimore Orioles— theonly
team he ever playedfor.

“l don’t see this as an ending so
much. I’ mnot stopping something. I’ m
justmovingon,” the40-year-oldthird
baseman said at a news conference
Tuesday, which would have been
Gehrig’s 98th birthday.

Injuries were not a factor, said
Ripken, who hasbeen plagued by back
problemsinrecent seasons. Timeaway
from hisfamily was.

“1’mashealthy now asat any time,”
hesaid. “ Thelast couple of years|’ve
been noticing that | miss being away
from home. | missmy kids' activities
and it seemslikethe passion ... | was
getting into other things.”

Ripken, atwo-time Most Valuable
Player, said it was the start of another
phase in his career, one that will in-
clude more time with 11-year-old
Rachel and 7-year-old Ryan.

“Thereality isthat playerscan’t play
forever,” hesaid.

Ripken played in 2,632 straight
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games, fromMay 30, 1982, to Sept. 20,
1998, when he voluntarily ended the
streak. At the time, Ripken said he
chosetosit downbecausehefeared his
Iron Man run was a distraction to the
Orioles.

Thoughheisdefined by hisconsecu-
tive-games streak, Ripken isalso one
of seven playersin major league his-
tory with 3,000 hits (3,107) and 400
homeruns (421).

Heisararity in baseball — aplayer
who hasspent hisentirecareer withthe
sameteam. Baltimore al so happensto
betheteam hegrew uprootingfor, and
the one his father once managed and
coached.

“The Orioles have been my whole
life,” hesaid.

An18-timeAll Star whose345home
runs as ashortstop are amajor league
record, Ripken has been a part-time
player thisyear. Heishitting .210with
four homersand 25 runsbatted in.

Ripkenrecalled hearing someplay-
ers talk about their regrets. Some
wished they took better care of them-
selves, otherssaid they wanted to play
moreand afew lamented not takingthe
game more seriously.

“ldidn’twanttobeinpositionat the

end of my career and regret not going
about it a certain way,” Ripken said.
“So when | look back, | don’t have
thoseregrets. | accomplished what my
skills, ability and determination al-
lowed meto.”

Ripken hasalwaysplayedthegame
with a certain childlike exuberance.
But thisseason, reduced to apart-time
player onateam geared toward youth,
his approach became more business-
like.

Ripken agonized over the decision,
whichheinitially arrived at weeksago.
But hedelayed an announcement, just
in case he changed hismind.

A few moreweeksof benchtime, in
addition to hisfailureto lift his aver-
ageover .220, helpedhimmakeuphis
mind.

“Going into the season, | didn’t
know. | hadtoplay it out and seewhere
itwould end up,” Ripken said.

Ripken broke Gehrig's long-stand-
ing record on Sept. 6, 1995, and the
celebration surrounding his feat be-
came a national event. Ripken spoke
thisspring about hisdisdain for apos-
sible farewell tour, but that now ap-
pearsinevitable.

Ripken’sfinal homegamewould be
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Sept. 23 against the New York Yan-
kees. Coincidentally, the Oriolesfin-
ish the season Sept. 30 in Gehrig's
home— Yankee Stadium.

By 9am., 75 peoplewereinline at
Camden Yards hoping to buy tickets
for Ripken’sfinal homegame. At 9:30
a.m., an announcement over the pub-
licaddresssystemalertedthoseinline
that tickets for the final two games at
Camden Yards were sold out. Only
standing-room tickets remained.

TheYankees sold 19,600 ticketson
Tuesday to sell out the Sept. 30 game.

Fans, meanwhile, expressed grati-
tudefor Ripken’slongevity.

“| guessit wasnot unexpected,” said
Bob Hahm of Westminster. “What he
didfor baseball istruly amazing. This
isoneof thosethingsinlife. Lifegoes
on.”

Ripken has said he wants to run a
major |eague organization, similar to
the way Michael Jordan has become
the president and part owner of the
Washington Wizards.

In his hometown of Aberdeen,
Ripken has financed a complex that
includesa’,500-seat minor leaguesta-
dium, abasebal | academy, dormitories,
dining halls and six baseball fields

modeled after past and present major
league stadiums.

“| have abig interest in teaching
baseball,” Ripkensaid. “Baseball’'sin
my blood. | seethisasabeginning, an
opportunity.”

Ripken was American League
rookie of theyear in 1982 and was se-
lected league MV Pin 1983 and 1991.
Hewon aWorld Series championship
withthe Oriolesin 1983.

In 1990, Ripken set a record for
shortstopswitha.996 fielding percent-
age, making just three errorsin 161
games. Hemovedtothirdbasein1997.

In 1999, Ripken and ErnieBanksof
the Chicago Cubswereselected asthe
shortstops for baseball’s “ All-Cen-
tury” team.

Ripken, who regularly signs auto-
graphs before games at home and on
the road, has often spoken about his
lovefor fansof thegame.

They love him back. Despite his
poor batting averageand part-timesta-
tus, Ripkenleadsall AL third basemen
invoting for the All-Star game.

Hesaid hewouldbehonoredtoplay
in another All-Star game.

“It would be very special to say
goodbyethat way,” he said.

sports briefs

Speedway names
new sponsorship

KANSASCITY, Kan. (AP) —
The Kansas Speedway on
Wednesday announced sponsor-
ship agreementsfor someraces.

Ameristar Casinoand O’ Reilly
Auto Parts reached a multiyear
agreement with the speedway to
sponsor two of thetrack’sraces.

Royals acquire
player from Reds

CINCINNATI (AP) — The
Cincinnati Reds traded utility
player Donnie Sadler to the Kan-
sasCity Royal sonWednesday for
|eft-hander Cary Ammons, a 24-
year-old pitcher in ClassA.

Sadler was designated for as-
signment totheminorslast Friday
after hitting .202 with one homer
andthreeRBIsin 39 gamesforthe
Reds.

Ammons was 2-6 with a 3.88
earnedrunaveragein12 startsfor
Class A Wilmington. He was as-
signed to ClassA Mudville.

Rockies rocked in Houston

HOUSTON (AP) — The Houston
Astros’ hitting and pitching arein
synchfor thefirst timethisyear.

MoisesAlouandWadeMillerledthe
way ina7-2victory over Coloradoon
Wednesday night that gaveHoustonits
first sweep of the Rockies at home.

Alouwent4-for-4,includingahome
run and two RBIs, to improve hisav-
erageto.363. It cameontheheelsof a
2-for-4gamewithahomerun Tuesday.

“Tonight andlast night, | had every-
thingtogether for thefirsttimeinalong

Slumping Royals swept

CHICAGO (AP)— Leading off the
eighth inning Wednesday, CarlosLee
saidhewasjust tryingtoget something
— anything — going for the Chicago
White Sox.

Hewound upwinningthegame, tag-
ging reliever Jason Grimsley for a
homerunthat gavethe White Sox a2-

time,” he said. “I can trust my hands
and | am turning on pitches.
“Hopefully,itcancontinue. Ifitcon-
tinues, | can tell you | feel locked in.
It'sclosetothebest |’ vefeltthisyear.”
Miller (8-3) also looked locked in
Wednesday. He had gone three starts
without awin, includingano-decision
inwhichheallowed sevenearnedruns
to Texasandalossinwhichheallowed
seven more at Colorado.
TheAstroshadn’twonaseriessince
May 15-17 at Chicagoand hadn’twon

1victory and athree-gamesweep over
the Kansas City Royals.

Lee, who beat the Cubs on June 8
withal0th-inning grand slam, hit a2-
1 pitch from Grimsley (0-3) over the
wall for his 11th homer.

That made awinner of Jon Garland
(3-3) whopitchedthreehitlessinnings

DA I S Friday, Saturday & Sunday, June 22-24

& CLEARANCE

DAYS

3

DAYS

3

ahome series since the opening three
gamesof the season against the Brew-
ersApril 3-5.

The Rockies didn’t get the kind of
pitching they wanted. Ron Villone (1-
3) lastedjust fiveinningsand all owed
four runs on seven hits. He struck out
fiveand walked one.

Colorado took a1-0leadinthe sec-
ond inning on Greg Norton’'s fifth
home run of the season. Cirillo addeg
his 10th homer, also asolo shot, inthe
fifth.

by Chicago

inrelief of starter Rocky Biddle. It was
Garland'sfirstrelief winof theseason.
Keith Foulke pitched the ninth for his
16th savein 17 tries.

The White Sox three-game sweep
was the first at home for Chicago
against Kansas City since 1997.

TheRoyalshavelost four inarow.
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Present this coupon
June 22-24, 2001 Only

Extra 15% Off

Any single sale or clearance item
from our men’s department

Present this coupon
June 22-24, 2001 Only

Extra 15% Off

Any single sale or clearance item
from women'’s apparel or accessories

Present this coupon
June 22-24, 2001 Only

Extra 15% Off

Any single sale or clearance item
from our children’s department

Coupon must be presented at time of purchase. Not ivsa|jinside:
applicable to prior purchases. Cannot be combined with any !
other offer. Cash value 1/20th of 1 cent.

SALES ASSOCIATE: Apply Line ltem
159, discount to qualifying item.

Coupon must be presented at time of purchase. Not iicg(linside:
applicable to prior purchases. Cannot be combined with any !
other offer. Cash value 1/20th of 1 cent.

SALES ASSOCIATE: Apply Line ltem
159, discount to qualifying item.

Coupon must be presented at time of purchase. Not iic|jinside:
applicable to prior purchases. Cannot be combined with any 1
other offer. Cash value 1/20th of 1 cent.

SALES ASSOCIATE: Apply Line ltem
159, discount to qualifying item.

CPenney CPenney CPenney

BUY 2 & SAVE « BUY 2 & SAVE « BUY 2 & SAVE » BUY 2 & SAVE
2/$24 2/$16 2/$20 2/$20 2/$30 2/$20 2/$10 2/$10

All St. John’s All St. John’s Bay® St. John’s Bay® Rib-knit tees in S-XL
Bay® shorts rib-knit tees cotton print piqué for girls’ sizes 7-18
for misses for misses & petites polo for men Separately, 6.99

Reg. $20-$24 ea. Reg. $12 ea. Separately, 17.99 Reg. 8.99 ea.

843-6195,6155 842-5196,5697,764-2160,2261/41 Reg . S2 2. 515-5706 373-2805 C010179

Arizona Jean Co.®
shorts in assorted

styles for juniors
Reg. 19.99 ea.

661-var

Piqué polo
for men
Separately, 12.99

Reg. 14.99 ea.
515-5745,48,50 A010382

Arizona Jean Co.®
cotton tee in S-XL

for boys’ sizes 8-20
Separately 5.99
Reg. 7.99 ea. 422-5157

Screen-printed
tees for young men
Separately, 12.99
Reg. 14.99.
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Three Big Days prices effective June 22-24, 2001. Stock-up Sale prices effective through June 30, 2001. Percentages off regular and original prices, as shown. Regular and Original prices are offering prices which may not have resulted in actual sales. Intermediate
markdowns may have been taken on original prices; reductions on original priced merchandise effective until stock is depleted. Any event designated as a “sale” excludes Value Right merchandise. Merchandise selection may vary from one JCPenney store to another. Some merchandise
lines only available at larger JCPenney stores.

Storehours: Mon. - Fri, 9:-5:30 Sat. 9:00 - 5:00 Sun. 12:00 - 4:00 1104 Main Goodland, Kansas



